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NIGHT BASEBALL WASHED UP 





0c Course Lunch and 50c Dinner 
With Wine Latest Trend on Bway 





Cheapest prices for meals than 
‘Broadway has seen or had in a 
decade are now in effect. Probably 
the top or low notcher is a place 
a few blocks below Columbus Circle, 
on Broadway, offering 30c. lunches 
of several courses. 

Since the entrance into the field 
of the all you can put away for so 
much hasheries. restaurants in gen- 
ral have slashed to bring the prices 
into competition. One, in the heart 
of the theatre zone, sells its former 
$1.25 supper for 75c. This includes 
steak and chicken, heretofore cause 





; Triple Chumps 


——— 


Los Angeles, Sept. 28. 

Chump money in Los An- 
geles is dropped at the rate of 
$417,000 a day. This.is an es- 
timate by the Better Business 
Bureau on the daily toll of 
racketeers and wild invest- 
ments. 

Amount is based on Andrew 
Mellon’s estimate for the whole 
country, figuring the per cap- 
ita proportion for Los Angeles 
County and multiplying by 
three to reflect the greater 
proportion of suckers here. 








for celebration at the old costs. 

Another factor, with all of the 
Jatter based on the depression, is 
the terrific turnover obtained by one 
or two places that have long course 
arrangements, including beer, for 
slightly more than 50c. These op- 
erating on a factory basis of rush 
‘em in and rush ’em out have 
pushed down prices by strong com- 
petition. 

The old cheap places, principally 
the cafeterias and counter places, 
are dressing up and cutting down 
More. Exemplified in one tray car- 
rying system giving out booklets, 
use of fancy trays and pamphlets 
on tables. This last idea has been 
practiced by others, mainly a large 
chain. 

And Wine 

For those knowing where, certain 
foreign fooderies now include a 
small glass of wine or liquor pe- 
culiar to their native land with a 
#ix or seven course layout. Pre- 
viously, the drinks went down as 
®xtras and provided the principal 
margin of profit. 

Eateries affording menu choice to 
the sky’s limit for a stated sum 
have graded prices for the different 
Meals. Instead of an all day service 


(Continued on page 39) 


MEMPHIS AND DAYTON 
GETTING THEIR VAUDE 


Pleas made for the return of 
Vaudeville to Memphis and Dayton 
will secure a response from RKO. 
These cities are on a list of RKO 
houses which will have vaudeville 
restored shortly. 

Dayton has been crying for vaude 
ever Since it was removed. Mem- 
Phis uttered its wail after accused 
of being the worst show town in 
America. Memphis claims that’s 
an error and would like to refute 
it in grosses. 

Other towns have made requests 








od vaude’s return. At present 
Oy is a petition passing around 
¢ Long Island villages asking that 
t be 


restored, with headquarters 


Geo. Rose Waited Year For Mandie 


mM Ze 
year at the Jewish Guild’s place. 


partner, George Rose, who waited 
for him for the year. 
to appear with other partners and 
accepted a commercial job until 
Kay recovered. 


HOW BOYS CAN STICK 





Kay to Recover at Saranac 





Mandie Kay is back from Saranac, 
pronounced cured after a 


Kay restarts in vaude with his 


Rose refused 


Lew Cantor is handling the boys. 


Nagel as Contact Man 
For All Film Industry 
On Record as Leader 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 

Inside information is that the 
Motion Picture Producers Associa- 
tion is grooming Conrad Nagel for 
an executive position with the or- 
ganization. Nagel, a leading factor 
in all actor-producer conflicts, and 
in the past one of the leading lights 
in motion picture charity work, has 
been continually having more offi- 
cial business shoved on his shoul- 
ders. 
Producers believe that as a field 
man Nagel would be an asset to the 
business at large, as he commands 
the respect of both the profession 
and the lay world. 
Nagel’s recent handing of the 
105,000 people at the Fiesta’s Mo- 
tion Picture Pageant further fo- 
cused the attention of the producers 
on him as official contact man be- 
tween the enGustsy and the public. 


‘Moon’ Doubling 

















(SOUTH. LEAGUES 
EE PLENTY fed 


Daytime Teams Outgross 
Clubs Playing Under Bulbs 
—Minor League Owners 
Also Against It Because 
Can’t Seil Nite Time 
Rookies — Means Less 
Worry for Theatres 








Times Are Tough? 





Gerry MacGrath, telephone 
operator at Tobis’ (film) New 
York office, drives to work in a 
Packard; Nellie Singer, secre- 
tary, uses a Locomobile, and 
Walter, the oifice boy, has a 
Rolls. 

Milton Diamond, head of 
the oucfit, uses the subway. 








COLD FOR BIG LEAGUES 





Birmingham, Sept. 23. 

Night baseball in the Southern 
minor leagues this season failed to 
cause any imposing gate receipts. 
In the Texas League, where base- 
ball is played mostly by candle- 
power, grosses were 'way down. In 
the Southern League it is amaz- 
ing but true that the cities with- 
out night baseball took in the ynost 
(Continued on page 15) 


THINK THEY'VE 
FOUND CHASE'S 
NUMBER 


Hays Organization, after seven 

years of legislative battles with 
Chase, believes it has discovered the 
Canon formula for withering the 
reformer from Brooklyn. The 
method concerns conscripting psy- 
chologists, psychiatrists and men 
of unquestioned learning to stand 
in the ring with the Canon. 
The recent array of mental talent 
at Albany, which, it is learned, will 
be repeated from now on whenev-r 
Chase wants a bout, is a new and 
permanent wrinkle in picture poli- 
tics. It got its tryout in Albany 
and was so successful that it will 
be a feature for daytime entertain- 
ment of legislators when the pic- 
ture industry is threatened with one 
thing and another. 

While little has Leen mentioned in 
regard to this phase of the Chase- 
Hays scraps, certain law-makers, 
themselves, are unconsciously cred- 
ited with abetting the Haysian 
cheering section. An Albany sen- 
ator it is revealed did more to snare 
Chase than any of the visiting psy- 
chologists, one of whom was con- 








scripted from Yale. The senator 
stopped Chase with, ‘Do you belle ve 
prohibition has been a success* 
15-25¢ Stock 
Harlan, Ia., Sept. 25. 


Ra nond stock compan playing 





ENGLISH BEER IN TINS 


Hops Hopping Round the World, 
Including U. S. 








London, Sept. 19. 
New in England is tinning hops 
from which real old English beer 
is made. The tinned stuff is 
shipped all over the world and beer 
is made on the spot. 
This trade has even penetrated 
China, where the English colonies 
can get the old sparkle on the tap. 
Exporting of the tins into the 
U, S. is said to be mounting; a fact 
which raises a problem. It’s de- 
batable whether tinned hops would 
come under the ordinary prohibi- 
tion laws, and if not, it’s easy to 
make the best brew out of them, 
Some of the Kentish growers 
have been making a sideline of the 
tinned goods and aim at extending 
the trade. 


Cohan Will Produce and 
Appear in Play Written 
By Outside Dramatist 


George M. Cohan has decided to 
shelve ‘High Sign,’ his own play 
which he tried out last summer, 
and will do a new one by Arthur 
Goodrich as his next. It is titled 
‘The Perfect Marriage.’ Cohan will 
appear in it. 

Cohan’'s idea, as he explains it, is 
that the public wouldn't go for 
‘riendship,’ his first play this sea- 
son, as written by himself, so he 
might as well give an outside play- 
wright a break, 


Noiseless City 


A hitherto unknown feature of 
tadio City will be the sound-proof- 
ing of the entire development and 
to include every structure. This 
sound-proofing is the first for this 














country on commercial and office 
buildings. 

The S. L Rothafel party wil 
study sound-proofing and accous- 
tical methods abroad. Appoint- 
ments will be made with leading 
technicians, engineers and sound 


proofing experts in E: 
itals, some of whom may 
to supervise or aid in supervision of 


iropean cap- 
come ove! 











preferably at Rockville Centre. 


Blue Moon Cheese starts CBS 
broadcasts Oct. 9 for ‘moon’ songs 
only. Commercial will use 15 min 
utes each, Friday. 

Only songs which the band o 
vocalists will use on these program: 
will be songs which contain the 
word ‘moon’ in the title or the lyri 
of which refer to the moon, 


here at 159-25c, 


this phase of the job. 


(64,000 Speaks in N. Y. C., with 
16,000 Using Talent of Some Kind 





Club booking field is beginning 
to look up for the fall and winter 
season, with calls for talent spread- 
ing in many directions heretofore 
not heard from. This includes such 
eateries as Childs’, whose Para- 
mount basement restaurant has in- 
stalled a singing orchestra; drug 
stores trying to attract by having 
music around, and _  speakeasies 
which, ff not pretentious, are adding 
something in a talent way. 

According to indie agencies, 
which book clubs as well as private 
parties, the field promises better 
prospects this season than last year 


at this time. This is based on ad- 
vance orders stretching from now 
to Christmas time. 


Nite Club Subs 


Broadwayites and bookers alike 
agree that the speak, with some of 
those now offering as fancy atmose 
phere as the average straight night 
spot, all without couvert, is the 
night club substitute. The latest es- 
timate is that there are now 64,000 
speaks in New York, with perhaps 
20% of that number or more having 
anything from an orchestra and 
specialty entertainers down to a 
lone crooning pianist to amuse pa- 
trons. 

Restaurants, without the strong 
drink, are expected to go in much 
more this fall and winter for entere 
tainment in some form or other, 
Child’s is so encouraged by results 
in the Paramount building that the 
chain is said to be considering 
similar string outfits for atmos- 
phere in other of its better-fitted 
up eating emporium. 

Tea rooms over the town, mostly 
in Greenwich Village, are also using 
musical trios or something in an 
effort to apply the showman's 
touch to operation. 


Westchester’s Shore 


All over Westchester, including 
Long Island sound, in straight 


shore dinner spots and speaks, en- 
tertainment is provided without a 
(Continued on page 43) 





8 Vice-Presidents 


At a meeting of the NBC Board 
of Directors Friday (25) two new 
vice-presidents were elected. They 
are John F. Royal, in charge of the 
program department, and Roy C, 
Witwer, overseeing sales. 

The two new vice-presidents gives 
NBC a total of eight men so titled, 
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RICHY CRAIG, Jr. 


Held Over 2nd Week 


RKO PALACE, NEW YORK 


“Master of Ceremonies” 


as 


Dir. HARRY A. ROMM 
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As Soon as It’s Done in Hollywood 
Its Duplicated; Execs Set the Pace 





Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
Picture colony is the greatest 
aping ground in the world. Frecu- 
tives naturally, are the most imita- 


ted. 


Five minutes after a producer 
enters a studio with his hat at a 
different angle the janitor at the 


other end of the lot has switched 
the tangent of his chapeau. Should 
Mr. Lasky decide for economy or 
convenience, to drive a Ford road- 
ster, Ford salesmen are immediately 
receiving hurry calls. 


Fun With Canes 


Josef von Sternberg came back 
from Europe carrying a cane. Soon 
half the directors in town were 
earrying sticks and making a bad 
job of it. Cecil B. DeMille made put- 
tees and yachts popular. The putees 
gave way to riding boots, later re- 
placed by knickers which in turn 
were supplanted by business suits. 

For years every milkman, plum- 
ber, baker, or anyone who had a 
back door acquaintance with stu- 
dios did his stuff wearing puttees. 
To a stranger, Hollywood was the 
home of an equestrian cult even 
though its knowledge of horses 
was gained from a delivery wagon. 


How Word Travels 


Expressions of speech peculiar to 
studios spread like bad news. No 
sooner does an executive coin a 
new term, intentionally or by mis- 
take, than the offce boy at the front 
door starts using the same expres- 
sion on the muggs who are trying 
to crash the gates. 

Everywhere people are failing to 
get the ‘angle’ on this or that. In- 
stead of enthusing over something 
they are ‘glowing.’ When they think, 
they’re ‘putting it under the pillow.’ 
When not sure of what they’re say- 
ing its ‘just thinking out loud.’ 
These are expressions that some 
exec or other has dropped in pub- 
lic. 

First swimming. pool installed by 
a picture star started the fad, and 
the first star who fills in a pool to 
make a croquet court will start an- 
other craze. Malibu beach is the re- 
sult of the copy act, as are private 
projection rooms in the homes. And 
look what Garbo started. 


3 GANG FILMS HELD UP 
BY NEW YORK’S CENSORS 


‘Homicide Squad’ (U), ‘Bad Com- 
pany (RKO-Pathe) and ‘Larceny 
Lane’ (WB) are three current gang 
films being held up for approval 
by the censoring board for New 
York State. 

First two films have played a 
little time here and there outside of 
New York. Warners is reported | 
having sent ‘Lane’ to the Coast for 
some alteration. 

It seems to be between the com- 
panies and the censoring board. So 
far from report the Hays office has 
not taken official cognizance of the 
delay. 

Not unusual for any censor board 
to retard a picture for approval, 
but odd to have three of one type 
in dispute simultaneously in one 
state. 











Fox’s Injured Trio 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 

Injuries laid low a trio of Fox 
people last week. 

Warner Baxter received a cut re- 
quiring eight stitches when break- 
ing a transom in ‘Surrender’; Claire 
Maynard, contract player, snapped 
a ligament in her leg while rehears- 
ing for ‘Steppin’ Sisters,’ and Flor- 
ence Hargensheimer, Winnie Shee- 
han’s secretary, broke her leg get- 
ting off a bus. 





ANN HARDING FLIES EAST 
Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
Ann Harding left here Friday 
(25) by plane for New York. Will 
be gone less than two weeks. 











When you tell a man he hates 
flattery he says “Yes” being 
then flattered. 





MR. AND MRS. JACK NORWORTH 
130 West 44th Street 
New York 
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Caesar’s Gesture 





Holiywood, Sept. 28. 
Arthur Caesar can’t get used 
to coin. 
When he buys a new suit 
he has the tailor sew a patch 
on the pants as a reminder. 


English Legits 
Elevate Art of 


Picture Butlers 











Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
Sound has elevated the profession 
of picture buttling and film flunkey- 
ing to a point where lackey parts, 
once considered below the consid- 
eration of most actors, are no longer 
judged a stigma. 
With the coming of noise, also, 
the old time actor servants have 
passed into the extra ranks, since 
they were Hollywood residents and 
couldn’t pass the broad-A test. Into 
their gaiters have stepped the Brit- 
ishers who flocked here for lens la- 
bor and who know the right way to 
brush a Dundreary, bow out a duch- 
ess, or blow an ‘unting bugle. 
Another factor favoring the true 
John Bull is the humanizing of do- 
mestics on the screen, men servants 
doing intimate scenes with the 
masters and having standout bits in 
drawing room scenes. 
Authentic accents dressed in liv- 
ery are getting from $50 a day up 
now, as against the silent era wage 
of. $10 and $15. Fairly well known 
English actors are taking the parts, 
and many double between that type 
of. performing and Scotland Yard 
men exclusively. 


Expect N. Y. State Indies 
Will Function by Nov. 1 


New York will have its state or- 
ganization of exhibitors functioning 
by Nov. 1. Several meetings of 
executives of the three zones, New 
York City, Buffalo and Albany, to 
be held, however, before ratification 
of state exhibitor lines is expected. 

Charles O’Reilly, of the Theatre 
Owners of Chamber of Commerce, 
is particularly active in the current 
organizing. 


Metro Fears ‘Wet’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 

Rights to Sinclair Lewis’ ‘Wet 
Parade’ have still not been taken by 
Metro, although announced other- 
wise. 

Studio is on the fence whether to 
risk making the story about pro- 
hibition, even though the picture 
takes the middle path. 

















CHEVALIER’S ‘HOUR’ 


Maurice Chevalier leaves next 
week for Hollywood to start work 
on his Paramount talker, ‘One Hour 
With You.’ 

He returned 
abroad last week. 


from a summer 





SAILINGS 


Oct. 3 (London to New York) Mr. 
and Mrs. Roger. Wolfe Kahn 
(Bremen). 

Oct. 3 (Paris to New York) Clay- 
ton Sheehan (Leviathan). 

Oct. 1 (London to New York) Mr. 
and Mrs. George Arliss (Olympic). 

Oct. 1 (London to New York) Val 
and Ernie Stanton, Nixon and Sans, 
Flo Holt (Paris). 

Oct. 1 (Paris to New York) Ni- 
kita Balieff and ‘Chauve-Souris’ Co. 
(Bremen). 

Sept. 28 
Edmund 
(Europa). 

Sept. 26 (New York to London) 
Elissa Landi (La France). 

Sept. 23 (London to New York) 
York and King, True York, Colly 


(New York 
Lowe, Lilyan 


to Paris) 
Tashman 





WILL MAHONEY 


In Earl Carroll’s Vanities 
Mr. John Anderson in the New 


York “Journal” said: ““The really 
amusing spots of humor in Vanities 
are occupied by Will Mahoney and 
his hilarious Mahoneyphone and the 
ever entertaining Frank Mitchell 
and Jack Durant.” 

Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 


600 $1 Bills and 107 
50c Pieces Not Okayed 
As of Theatre’s Loot 


Sioux City, Ia., Sept. 28. 
Although John Arensdorf, serving 
five years for the holdup of the Or- 
pheum theatre here a year ago, is 
serving five years in Anamosa for 


that job, the Orpheum failed to 
make good its claim to the $653.50 
found on the youth when he was 
taken into custody. 

By stipulation, D. F. Loepp, 
Arensdorf’s attorney, and Sam Pick- 
us, attorney for the Orpheum, di- 
vided the 600 $1 bills and 107 50- 
cent pieces which had become a sub- 
ject of legal controversy. The court 
couldn’t see that the Orpheum at- 
torney had proved his point that the 
currency was the identical money 
stolen from the theatre, but. con- 
sented to have the attorneys split it 
two ways, just in case, 


FAN BLURB MARKET 
FORGETTING PAYOFFS 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
Much gnashing of teeth among 
freelance fan mag writers over the 


slowness of checks coming back 
from publishers who have been 
taking their stuff. Payment for fan 
writing chores, formerly promptly 
remitted, now takes from six weeks 
upward, with one fem writer yelp- 
ing that she has $1,000 due from 
her mag. 

Many of the by-line boys and 
girls who got from $75 to $150 per 
gush are now seeking more prompt 
Payment jobs. 


Doublng Barrymores 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 

Two Barrymores, John and Lionel, 
will be together in Metro’s ‘Arsene 
Lupin,’ according to present indi- 
cations. When studio started script- 
ing the crook yarn it was with John 
Gilbert in mind for the name part 
and Lionel Barrymore for the de- 
tective. 

It will be the first time more than 
one of the royal family have been 
in the same film. 


























In Persons 





William Haines has been engaged 
by Louis K. Sidney for a stage ap- 
pearance at the Century, Baltimore, 
Oct. 2 week. He will do m. ec. in 
a de luxe unit and New York dates 
will follow the Baltimore engage- 
ment. 

Racquel Torres opened a stage 
date at the Century last Friday (25) 
for a week. 





Nancy Carroll’s Return 
Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
When ‘Man I Killed’ is finished 
here, Nancy Carro]l will return to 
Paramount's L. I. works for one 
film. 








J North, Hilda Glyder (le de France). | 


‘Man’ washes up in two weeks. 


Careful Tests with Special Material 





Unearth Much Acting-Writing Skill 


Par After ‘Karamozov’ 
For Miss Bankhead? 


Paramount is playing with the 
idea of making an American version 
of Dostovevsky’s ‘The Brothers 
Karamazov.’ If made it will likely 
be for Tallulah Bankhead. 

Film, as made in Germany by 
Terra, is currently at the Tobis- 
Vanderbilt, New York, with Miss 
Bankhead, George Cukor and sev- 
eral Par execs in to look at it last 
week, If Paramount decides to 
make it, firm won’t pay amy royalty 
as the story is over the copyright 
limit; 

Film is also being currently made 
in Paris by Pathe-Natan. 


Ladies Attacking 
Sexless Serials 


As Too Moronic 





Los Angeles, Sept. 28. 

After the studios temporarily sat- 
isfied the club women by desexing 
serials for the benefit of the kids, 
the girls are now jumping on the 
continued-next-week films as being 
material fit for morons only. Say 
they don’t want their children see- 
ing stuff that is so illogical it’s an 
‘insult to the intelligence.’ 

This is a new attack on the serial 
meller and hard for exhibs to an- 
swer. A theatre in Fullerton has 
stopped showing one serial because 
the women complained too strenu- 
ously. On this one they kicked 
partly because of a flock of murders 
in one of the middle chapters, after 
the femmes had given this serial a 
clean bill on strength of the first 
three or four chapters, as is custom- 
ary. 

Exhibs say the youngsters like the 
serials, and shout all the way 
through them, but the mothers 
maintain the kids don’t know what's 
good for them. 

This is a new angle in the rela- 
tionships between the exhib and the 
communities’ clubs. With the ladies 
thinking they’ve won on crime and 
sex in films, they’ve discovered all 
about morons. For the exhibs it’s 
just more headaches, as the dime 
matinees for kids don’t bring in a 
profit anyway and are only run as 
good-will builders. 


GOLDWYN CLOSING U.A. 
"TILL SCHENCK STARTS 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 

Unless another Gloria Swanson 
picture goes into work immediately 
following ‘Tonight Or Never,’ this 
film will wind up Samuel Goldwyn’s 
quota of six pictures, prepared and 
produced within four months, with 
the U. A. studio probably going 
dark late next month. 

Goldwyn has already turned out 
‘Unholy Garden,’ ‘Palmy Days’ and 
‘Street Scene,’ with ‘Arrowsmith,’ 
‘Tonight’ and ‘The Greeks Had A 
Word For It’ another trio in work 
simultaneously. 

‘Greeks’ has been the particular 
headache due to cast changes. ill- 
nesses and Hay’s office deletions 
and advice for benefit of censors 
and clergy. 

Goldwyn will not regret the prob- 
ability of Joseph M. Schneck re- 
suming active production at U. A. to 
split up the picture making schedule 
between them. As a favor to the 
latter, who was occupied with the 
theatre end and also vacationing a 
bit, Goldwyn took full production 
for this season. 











MacDonald in ‘Marriage’ 


Remake with Chevalier 


Holiywood, Sept. 28. 

Jeanette MacDonald on her re- 
turn from Europe will team again 
with Maurice Chevalier for Para- 
mount in the ‘Marriage Circle’ re- 
make, titled ‘One Hour with You.’ 
George Cukor will direct under 
Ernst Lubitsch’s supervision. Writ- 
ing is being done by Brian Marlow, 
Jane Storm and Arthur Sheekman. 

French version to follow will be 





Paramount's next foreign. 





Hollywood, Sept. 28. 


Search for prospective picture 
talent hag the producers seriously 
considering those tests which were 
formerly judged just another neceg- 


sary evil. 
Few ever looked with serious eyes 


upon perfunctory tests which, under 
the old system, were more often 
than not a puzzle so far as telling 
whether the prospect had screen 


qualities or not. 

Since cameras were first used for 
tests, not.a small part of this grind. 
ing has been on filmless boxes. Any 
girl from the sitcks with a passport 
from the home town exhib could 
draw a test in the old days, ana 
rather than turn down a customer 


it was often a case of an empty 
camera, 
Since. the qualities needed for 


modern talkers have narrowed the 
prospects, the. studios have been 
forced to lend an ea: and eye te 
these trials. Every studio is getting 
away from these mechanical affairs, 
which simply had the candidates 
walking to and fro playing a bad 
scene and then posing Silently for 
closing angles. 
Fex’s Policy 


In the vanguard in testing is Fox, 
which now considers it in the na- 
ture of an important ritual. At thig 
studio the testing is two-fold, prov- 
ing both a tryout for acting and for 
prospective writers. Instead of the 
former style, this studio uses dra<- 
matic and comedy skits with casts 
of prospects. 

As the sketches are submitted by 
writers in search of studio writing 
jobs, the tryouts prove a double 
proposition. It was through this 
system that Fox nabbed James 
Dunn, Claire Maynard, Ralph Mor- 
gan, Helen Mack and other recent 


additions to its list. John Peter 
Leister, Bert Hanlon and Dorothy 
Fletcher are on current writing 


contracts through submission of 
sketches for the testing plan. 


Expansion of this plan _ really 
started for Fox in the east under 
Albert Parker acting upon orders 


from W. R. Sheehan. Parker is still 
Fox’s specialist in directing tests. 

Parker, who has been here for 
the past month reorganizing the 
Fox testing department, left Sate 
urday (26), for N. Y. to resume his 
duties there. 


Picture Colony Littered — 
With Majors, Capts., Lieuts 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. : 
Don’t forget to salute when you 
address Maj. C. B. deMille or Maj 
Jesse L. Lasky of the Signal Corps. 
That goes for Maj. Walter Long 
and Maj. Clinton Wunder of the 
Field Artillery, too. 
Those are commissions held in 
the U. S. Army Officers’ Reserve 
Corps. Others in pictures figure 
on the roll. 
There is Maj. Lewis Stone of the 
Specialists’ Reserves, for instance. 
In the same branch is Capt. Lester 
Cowan, in civil life secretary of 
the Academy and a specialist in the 
technical operation of pictures. 
Military Intelligence Reserves has 
Lieut. Col. Rupert Hughes and First 
Lieut. Howard Keith Weeks (sound 
engineer) enrolled. . 
Lieut. Ben Lyon is with the Ait 
Corps Reserves, and Lieut. Col. 
Grant E. Dolge (agent) is in the 
Quartermaster Reserves. 


Look for Settlement 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 

In the matter of Ivan Kahn, 
agent, versus Joe E. Brown, previ- 
ously reported, Kahn’s claim is for 
$3,500 thus far, with Brown hold- 
ing a $500,000 contract which will 
mean Kahn ultimately having @ 
claim for $50,000. It’s probable that 
there'll be a= settlement when 
Prown returns here in October. 
Kahn is locally conceded to have 
developed Brown into the impor- 
tant money class, now getting $50,- 
000 per picture. 

















Dorothy Appleby in Line 
Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
Dorothy Appleby recently from 
the legit stage is in line for a term 
contract from Warners. 
Her work in the current ‘Poor 





Little Rich Girl’ attracted attention 




















b 


& 

par 

iw 
= 
¥ 
“ 
i. 
7. 


a 
* 


e 
i 


FES 


t 
€ 
> 
t 
1 
1 


as tet om lUlewtlUctllCUkKDlUCUC 


an 6 Ga. ch of 













28 
cture 
ously 

were 


ecese 


eyes 
inder 
often 
‘Hing 
Ccreen 


d for 
rind- 

Any 
sport 
could 

and 
omer 
mpty 


































































| for 
{i the 
been 
ve to 
‘tting 
fairs, 
dates 7 
bad ; 
y for 





Fox, 
. nae 
this 
rove 
d for 
r the 
dra- 
casts 


d by 
iting 
yuble 

this 
imes 
Mor- 
cent 
eter 
othy 
1ling 
1 of 





eally , 
inder ; 
rders 
still 
ts. 
» for 
the 
Sate 
e his 


1 
ts 


28. 3 
you 
Maj. 
orps. 
Long 
the 








d in 
erve 
gure 


' the |. 
ince, }. 
aster 
y of « 
| the is 
has 
First 2 
ound 


Air 
Col 
the 


FS 


28. 

ahn, 

‘evie 

; for 5 

old- 
will 
g a 
that 

vhen 


have 
pore 


$50,- 


pte 


9 


28. 
from 
term 


Poor 
tiohk 





Tuesday, September 29, 1931 


PICTURES 


VARIETY 3 





a 


——___ 





BIG PUSH ON Y 





Can a Visiting Exec Pan Hollywood 


When He's Hip-Deep in Hospitality? 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 

A cynical studio exec was giving 
the lowdown on how a stiff-backed, 
efficiency-plus executive from New 
York can go Hollywood quicker 
than anybody else. The stiffer his 
back and the more serious his biz 
the easier he falls. 

Here’s the routine: 

1. Exec advises of his advent. 

2. Exec is wired by the studio 
that a desirable bungalow at the 
Ambassador or a penthouse at the 
Beverly-Wilshire of a sumptuous- 
mess and convenience befitting his 
status has been duly reserved for 
him, with motor and livery to 
match. 

3. Oh, yes, he’s out here on busi- 
ness. Of course, of course, but af- 
ter all this is the land of sunshine, 
so how about a little golf in the 
morning before struggling into that 
stuffy projection room. 


Malibu and Ladies 


4. And on the links, oh, yes, we'll 
run down to Malibu tomorrow, and 
at night there's a little, semi-formal 
reception all laid out. 

5. The liquid situation has by now 
been well taken care of, ‘just in 
case the boys and girls drop up for 
a drink, you know,’ etc. And 
finally— 

6. He is shown some pictures. 

Exec sees the films with subcon- 
scious realization anew of his far- 
flung importance, even out here 
amidst the golf, stars, sunshine, 
girls, beaches, etc. 


What a Spot! 


So how can he be a mugg and 
pan the pix. He wants to like ’em; 
it'll make it all so much easier. He 
sees ’em naturally under the most 
favorable ballyhoo. Flanked on 
either side are the studio execs, 
director, stars and all who have 
catered to him. They’re charming 
people, all of ’em, simply great 
fellers, 

The psychology is such that 
everything’s through rose-colored 
glasses. He gets to believe the 
pictures are as good as the studio 
bunch bulls him into believing they 
are. 

Or if some little spark of con- 
science makes him realize to the 
contrary how can he go sour and 
put the damper on after all that 
golf, sunshine, Malibu and other 
manifestations of the w. k. Califor- 
neyay hospitality. 


LEGIT IN CRITERION 
PAR’S $2 FILM HOUSE 


‘Peter Flies High,’ Myron Fagan’s 
comedy, starring Glenn Hunter, 
opens at the Criterion, New York, 
until now a $2 run Paramount film 
house, around Oct. 19. Now in 
Philly, ‘Peter’ takes a week in De- 
troit and Cleveland each before 
Broadway. 

Leonard Bergman, Steve Cochran 
and Fagan are producing ‘Peter.’ 


Acts Disband 


Several vaude acts disbanded last 
week following lack of subsequent 
bookings or failure to come to sal- 
ary terms. Among them were the 
Joe Herbert revue and Guy Voyer’s 
comedy turn, ‘So This Is Reno.’ 
Herbert's act had played some 
time for RKO, Voyer’s turn had just 
a put together for prospective 
( ates, 











NOLAN’S TWO. 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. 
Mary Nolan, who recently re- 
turned from New York, is going 
into two indie pictures. 
Actress goes into ‘Decency,’ for 


Al Mannon, and ‘X Marks the Spot,’ 
for Tiffany. Miss Nolan completed 


Sane picture for Pathe since return- 
ne 
x 





Cantor in and Out 





Last week while Eddie Can- 
tor was at the Brooklyn Par- 
amount he trotted off the stage 
after his inside performance to 
go outside to josh the waiting 
customers with gags of wel- 
come. 











Garbo Book Drawing 
Maze of Theatrical 
Suits; Metro Poohs 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 

Lawsuit against Doubleday, Do- 
ran & Co. is being threatened by 
Rilla Page Palmborg over the pub- 
lishing house’s action in printing 
only the contract minimum of 2,500 
copies of her book, ‘Private Life of 
Greta Garbo,’ and allegedly not giv- 
ing it sufficient publicity. Authoress 
charges the publishers are being in- 
fluenced by Metro to let the book 
die. 

Studio is poo-poohing the book, 
although a lawsuit may throw some 
light on Garbo’s goings and com- 
ings. Harry Edington, the star's 
business manager, served notice last 
January that suit would be filed for 
$1,000,000 if the book were pub- 
lished. Ediington has material for 
a book of his own, which he may 
publish in April, when the Garbo’s 
present Metro contract runs out. 

Studio says Mrs. Palmborg re- 
ceived the material for her book 
from servants of the star. The 
writer says she got it from three 
Garbo interviews several years ago, 
and from Lars Hansen, Wilhelm 
Sorenson and John Loder, friends 
of Miss Garbo, and Gustaff and Sig- 
rid Norine. Latter are players who 
temporarily served as butler and 
cook in the star’s home. 


Berkeley Sits Down 


Hollywood, Sept .28. 

Busby Berkeley, dance director 
who got $1,000 weekly at Para- 
mount, filed bankruptcy proceedings, 
listing liabilities of $6,000 and as- 
sets consisting of an equity in a 
Ford coupe and personal effects, lat- 
ter exempt. 

Listed as creditors are Samuel 
Goldwyn, for whom he routined 
‘Whoopee’ and ‘Palmy Days,’ $1,000 
for monies loaned; the Shuberts, 
$2,100 advanced, and Lyons & Lyons 
on a disputed claim for managerial 
services, 

Berkeley is currently doing the 
dances on ‘Temptations’ at the 
Mayan for Franklin Warner, hav- 
ing finished ‘Flying High’ at Metro. 


Mob Work Down 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 

Extras averaged 798 in work 
daily last week, and very unevenly 
distributed. Last Tuesday there 
were 1,330 jobs, while Friday was 
around 300. 

Big set Tuesday was 698, a polit- 
ical meeting in the Joan Crawford 
picture, ‘The Mirage,’ at Metro. 
Continued the next day with 590 
extras on it. 

Some 31 features in production 
and carrying over, will 11 possible 
starters this week. 




















Mayer Coming East 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
Mayer, Metro’s produc- 
tion chief, leaves for New York 
Thursday (1). 

No mention of how long he'll stay 
east. 


Louis B. 


RITA LEROY WEDS AGENT 


Hollywood, Sept. 25. 
Rita Leroy married Ben Hersh- 
field, agent, yesterday (27). 





Wedding was held in Hollywood. 
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STUDIOS TRAIN 
OWN JUVE MOB 


Greatest Number Ever of 
Inexperienced Kids Get- 
ting Breaks and Boosts in 
Pictures—Special Schools 
and Bit Parts, Then Ex- 
ploitation Splurge 





TALKERS’ OWN STARS 





Hollywood, Sep. 28. 
At no time since pictures became 
big business have there been so 
many young players groomed for 
stardom as at present. Every studio 
has at least half a dozen players 
on their way up, and getting the 
ultimate in boosts from the studio. 
Girls being prepared for top spots 
and outnumber the males three to 
one. Press department of any ma- 
jor studio considers its paramount 
duty the glorification of junior s. a. 

Both Fox and Metro have installed 
the school system where the young- 
er players get a course in theatrical 
a. b. c. Other studios are letting 
them get their experience through 
playing bits. At Metro there are a 
dozen youngsters who will attend 
school for six months before play- 
ing even a bit. 

Fox has the most extensive juv 
lineup. Some of the players who 
are getting the plug from the stu- 
dio have had previous stage and 
picture experience, but most have 
been in films less than a year. 

Lists 

Fox list includes Roxainne Curtis, 
Helen Mac,k Claire Maynard, Con- 
chita Montenegro, Cecilia Parker, 
Yvonne Pelletier, Virginia Cherrill, 
Manya Roberti, Peggy Ross, Lynda 
Watkins, John Areledge, Hardie 
Albright, Edward Crandall, Alex- 
ander Kirkland and James Todd. 

Radio is pushing Rochelle Hudson, 
Arline Judge, Roberta Gale, Lita 
Chevret, Eric Linden, John Darrow, 
Morgan Galloway, Jill Esmond and 
Laurence Olivier. 

Dorothy Tree, Frances Dee, Jud- 
ith Wood, Allen Vincent, Juliette 
Compton and Gene Raymond, are 
Paramount’s contributions to pos- 
sible stardom. 

Girls 

Warners Is giving a helping hand 
to Ruth Hall, Peggy Walters and 
Marian Marsh. At Universal Bette 
Davis and Sidney Fox are the stu- 
dio’s future bets. 

Metro is strong for Maége Evans, 
Dorothy Jordan, Joan Marsh and 
Karen Morley. 

Naturally, these youngsters’ fu- 
tures depend on how they will be 
received by the public, but the stu- 
dios are doing their best to get 
them to the top as soon as possible. 

Average salary of those listed is 
around $100 weekly with & few high 
exceptions. Not much individually, 
but quite a load when added up. 


Hasn’t Signed 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 

Barbara Stanwyck has gone to 
work for Columbia on ‘Forbidden’ at 
the tilt of $5,000 per picture, but 
refuses to sign an extension of ser- 
vice availability from one year to 
15 months now asked by the studio 
with no further money considera- 
tion. 

Miss Stanwyck’s attorney explains 
her Warner contract holds her an 
entire year, with the exception of 
the 15 weeks at Columbia, 











New City Gov’t Carewe’s 
Tough Garbage Break 


Dallas, Sept. 28. 

Looks like Edwin Carewe’'s $180,- 
000 investment in a garbage dis- 
posal plant in this town is a sinker. 
man got a tough break 
when the city government changed 
hands, 

And nobody seems particularly in- 
terested what'll happen to the di- 





rector’s project 


» 4 





Bride at Bach Dinner 





The boys of Solly Shaw's 
Deluxe Theatre circuit threw 
their boss a bachelor dinner 
the other night backstage of 
the New Gotham theatre, 
Bronx, after show-time. It was 
prior to his marriage to Dora 
Messer, which occurs Oct. 10. 
Resulted in a large turnout 
of a male burlesque people. 

What was intended as a stag 
affair became tinged with 
propriety when Solly brought 
along his bride-to-be and his 
father. 


GHOST WRITERS 
DOUBLING UP 
IN HWOOD 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
Ghost writing has been carried 
to such a degree at studios that 
only one third of all printed pur- 
ported interviews with name play- 
ers are based on an actual person- 
to-person talk, 


Rest are faked by the interviewer 
from material supplied by publicity 
departments, or from the interview- 
er’s memories of what the player 
said to him in the hazy past. Occas- 
ionally, with the actor’s photograph 
in front of him, an interviewer will 
imagine the whole thing then sub- 
mit the story to a press agent for 
okay. Sometimes he doesn’t even 
show it to the p. a. 

One reason why studios keep 
stars and fan mag and newspaper 
writers apart is that stars too often 
pull boners and teli all. Stories 
often did more harm than good. In- 
stance is recalled of the actress 
who told a fan mag chatterer of 
her illegitimate child. Studio had 
to exert plenty of pressure to have 
this angle chopped out. 

Siamese Interviews 

Chief reason for overtime work 
of the ghost writers is that players 
haven't time for the mob of would- 
be interviewers. Also, that after a 
time the player learns his story and 
sticks to it. Then all interviews 
begin to look alike. 

It’s easy for fan mag writers. 
Two femme chatterers, regular-con- 
tributors, lived out of town all sum- 
mer and yet supplied weekly yarns 
to their publications. Material was 
obtained and written by publicity 
departments. 

An unusual type of writer is de- 
veloping here. He is the ghost for 
a ghost, sometimes known as the 
son-of-a-ghost. This writer does 
work for another ghost writer who 
can’t obtain the material himself, 
but has secured the job. 

By the time some interviews get 
into print they’ve been spooked by 
three people, with at least three 
types of errors. 


Monta Bell and Hughes 


Monta Bell, picture director, Is 
reported about to form an associa- 
tion with Howard Hughes, with 
Bell as sort of Hughes’ eastern rep 
and film maker. 

One of Bell's first recommenda- 
tions, from accounts, was for Hughes 
to make ‘Queer People,’ in the east. 
This proposal is still in the air with 
the shadow of the Hays organiza- 
tion hanging over it. 




















Expect Schenck in N. Y. 





~acation with business. 


Joseph M. Schenck is expected in 
New York within a week or 19 days 

UL. A. head will prepare to sail at | 
in early date for Europe, mixing 


His Mother Loves Him, but That's 
The Ass't Director's Only Break 


Héllywood, Sept. 28. 

The hardest working guy in pice 
tures, unsung, is the assistant di- 
rector. In return he gets his pay 
check but no honor. Time was when 
his name was on the credit title, 
but that’s off now too. 

He's the first person on the set 
and the last to leave. Cursed more 
and praised less than any other in- 
dividual, his duties are never end- 
ing. First he is the go-between for 
his boss, the director, when not at- 


tending to his regular duties. If 
anything goes wrong he gets the 
works first and translates into 


pleasant language for the director. 
Chores 


While in production he direts the 
atmosphere players. Sees that all 
the sets are ready to move into. 
Makes the work requisitions to all 
studio departments, secures dress- 
ing rooms for the players and lis- 
ten to their yelps because they 
are on the top fioor, sees that they 
are all on the set at the proper 
time, makes arrangements for trans- 
portation, whether to Beverly Hills 
or Europe. 

He also makes the daily call sheet 
for all players and extras. Okays 
the costumes and sees that they are 
delivered on time, contacts the 
police department for protection on 
locations, keeps the company on 
schedule, makes replacements in the 
staff if illness sets in; signs the 
checks for all people employed on 
a daily basis; anticipates the direc- 
tor’s wants; breaks down the script 
before production and makes prop- 
erty, costume and players call plots, 

Then he sits trough all the 
rushes and takes the rap for minor 
discrepancies caused by the direc- 
tor; tells the actors they must work 
overtime after they have completed 
a 12-hour day; orders the lunches 
for locations and listens to the com- 
plaints because there is no caviar. 
Lays off between pictures. 


Le Saint’s Bit 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 

Edward Le Saint, one time ace 
director at Universal, has been en- 
gaged to play a bit in the next 
Slim Sommerville comedy. 

Le Saint directed the first feature 
made by Universal in 1914, ‘The 
Hurricane.’ 


Miss Dressler May Sail 


Marie Dressler in New York re- 
cuperating from her recent serious 
illness, may sail for Europe. 

Metro will start making ‘Emma’ 
as soon as Miss Dressler returns 
from her vacation. It was post- 
poned through her illness. 
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Dr. Ives, of A. T. & T., Declares 
Third Dimension Pictures Are 
Years Away and Will Tell Why 


ear a + 


if ever practical, 
for 
several generations. Attempts to in- 
troduce it now would mean unesti- 
mable the -industry and 
perplexities to the audience which 
would cause the patron to demand 
the return to existing standard pro- 
jection methods. It would be a 
marked deficit, with all the costs 
not considered, rather than an asset 
to the box office. 

Revolutionizing every phase of 
production as well as exhibition, 
tausing at least two films to be pro- 
jected simultaneously after having 
in turn been exposed to two entire- 
ly different angles on sets, is the 
context of a message of warning 
to the film industry which Ameri- 
can Telephone and  Telegraph’s 
leading scientist, Herbert E. Ives, 
will shortly broadcast at the con- 
vention of the Society of Motion 
Picture Engineers to be held Oct. 
5-8 at Swampscott, Mass. 

Dr. Ives, observing the several 
millions filmdom has already spent 
in efforts to get that third dimen- 
sion, via wide as well as_ short 
widths, will tell of the futility to 
continue expenditures on any 
wholesale or individual scale. 


Third dimension 


will not reach theatre screens 


costs to 


Ives’ Reasons 


Engineers, aware of the nature 
of Ives’ message, regard his find- 
ings as among the most important 
and enlightening on the subject of 
third dimension for the _ theatre 
screen, 

Dr. Ives’ findings on third dimen- 
sion in part are as follows: 

The essential conditions for pro- 
ducing pictures in steroscopic re- 
lief are two: First, separate pic- 
tures must be made from different 
points of view corresponding to the 
two eyes; second, each eye of the 
observer must receive its appropri- 
ate view. No compromise with these 
fundamental requirements appears 
possible, 

If steroscopic projection is to be 
achieved in such a form that a large 
group of observers may simultan- 
eously see the projected picture ‘1 
relief, the distribution of the ap- 
propriate views to the two eyes 
must be accomplished for each ob- 
server. There are just two places 
where the distribution may be 
made; the first is at the observer's 
eyes; the second is at the screen 
on which the picture is projected. 

If the first method is employed 
two separate images must. be pro- 
vided on the screen and every ob- 
server must have means for direct- 
ing one image to the right eye 
and one to the left eye. Such 
means comprise special spectacles 
equipped with deflecting mirrors or 
prisms, spectacles equipped with 
glasses of complementary colors or 
spectacles carrying sector discs 
operated by synchronous motors. In 
each case the two images on the 
screen must be differentiated in tic 
correspondingly appropriate man- 
ner. That is, they must be pro- 
jected side by side, they must be 
projected with light polarized in 
two planes, with colored lights, or 
alternately. These schemes have the 
objection that a large number of 
observing units must be provided 
which are more or less inconven- 
ient for the users. 

Multiple Images 

If distribution of the images is to 
be made. at the screen, two images 
are no longer sufficient. Theoretic- 
ally an- extremely large number 
must be provided, a separate one 
for each position that can be occu- 
pied by any eye in the audience, so 
that whenever an observer may sta- 
tion himself each eye will see a 
separate image, properly differenti- 
ated in character from that received 
by the other eye, 


Still pictures exhibiting relief 
from whatever direction viewed 
(parallax panoramagrams) have 


been produced having the property 
of showing relief from all angles 
and distances of observation. These 
are made by photographing an ob- 
ject from a number of points of 
view through an opaque line grat- 
ing. Some development of the p.p. 
method is indicated as the theor- 
etical solution of the problem of 
projection in relief, 





Old Musicals 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 

Studios are beginning to 
dust off some of their old 
musicals which have been on 
the shelf for obvious reasons, 

Some will be refurbished for 
*31 standards and others will 
be unloaded for whatever sal- 
vaging possible. 











LITTLE CHANCE 
FOR SHORTS, 
SAYS ROACH 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 

Two-reel comedies are taking a 
terrific wallop currently, due _ to 
double-feature programs, and may 
fade out altogether for a longer type 
that can be billed as features. This 
prediction was made by Hal Roach 
at the annua] meeting of stock- 
holders. 


Roach explained to the sharehold- 
ers that unless the present state of 
affairs change, his studio will ex- 
tend all products to three and four 
reels, 


All last year’s officers were re- 
elected. About 50 stockholders at- 
tended the meeting. Company 


showed a profit, but there was no 
dividend. 


W. E. GETTING READY 
FOR ITS SCHOOL DRIVE 


With 100 schools already aligned 
for 35 millimeter display of class- 
room subjects, Western Electric will 
turn its entire regular sales force 
loose on Boards of Education. Its 
visual education drive starts next 
month, 


Salesmen are now being groomed 
in the method of school-house 
salesmanship. They will not be 
commissioned to make sales, how- 
ever, until William E. Harkness, 
educational promotion head, has 
completed his survey and is ready 
to turn over to Charles Bunn, Erpi 
sales head, a prospectus. 


Salesmen will be chiefly concerned 
in the selling of 16mm. equipment 
which will be set for the market 
next month, according to present 
plans, 








Par Pays $25,000 for 
‘Cloudy with Showers’ 


Paramount has bought the talker 
rights for ‘Cloudy With Showers’ 
the reputed price being $25,000. 
Understood the agreed release date 
is autumn 1932. The show was 
produced by Patterson McNutt and 
is current at the Morosco. Floyd 
Dell and Thomas Mitchell authored 
it. 

It is the new season’s second play 
to be sold for pictures. First film 
deal was ‘After Tomorrow,’ sold to 
Fox. 





p.p. method are discussed: It ap- 
pears that from the_ theoretical 
standpoint the problem of relief 
projection is entirely solvable and 
experimental tests of still picture 
projection have been successfully 
made, but moving pictures are 
something else again. 

Practically the solution of relief 
projection of motion pictures will 
depend upon the use of apparatus 
involving excessive speeds of oper- 
ation, great multiplicity of taking or 
projecting units, projection screens 
containing minute ridged reflecting 
or refracting elements of extreme 
optical perfection, projection lenses 
of extraordinary defining power, 
microscopic accuracy of film posi- 
tioning and photographic 
sions of speeds at 


emul- 
present un- 





Several methods of utilizing the 


known. 


“ticks 


YORK and KING 


“Sunday Observer” said: “Some 
of the percussive backchat of York 
and King, two American eccentrics, 
he as quick to strike as she to 
stagger from the blow. So large 
and popular a house invites broad 
effects, and this revue supplies 
them,” 
Direction 
JENIE JACOBS 
REEVES & LAMPORT 


U. A. TAKES MINN. PAN 
FOR OWN FILMS AT 50c 


Minneapolis, Sept. 28. 

Battle is on here between United 
Artists and Publix. When U. A. 
was unable to reach what it con- 
sidered a _ satisfactory deal with 
Publix for its 1931-32 product for 
Twin Cities and territory, it leased 
the Pantages for six months with 
an option. U. A. will operate in 
opposition to Publix showing its 
own pictures at a 50c top. Date of 
opening and initial attraction not 
yet announced. 

W. H. Rudolph has been sent on 





from New York to manage the 
house, and Austin McGeough, for 
merly of the Minnesota theatre's 


department will handle publicity. 

United Artists once before en- 
tered the exhibiting field here about 
eight years ago, when F. & R. failed 
to meet its terms on product. 

The Pan seats 1,500, and is lo- 
cated on the best corner in the loop. 
It has been dark nearly two years. 
With this reopening every loop the- 
atre will be lighted excepting the 
Century (Publix). 





Academy Nominees 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 

Actors, producers, and writers of 
the Academy have renominated 
Conrad Nagel, M. C. Levee, and 
Benjamin Glazer to remain on the 
board of directors. The picture di- 
rectors picked Frank R. Capra to 
replace William deMille and tech- 
nicians have named Max Ree for 
J. T. Reed’s place. Term is for 
three years. 

Executive committees of the five 
branches, numbering five each, have 
the following changes: Maurine 
Watkins, Howard Green, J. Grubb 
Alexander and Ernest Vajda new for 
the writers, with Al Cohn retained; 
Darryl Zanuck to replace J. L. War- 
ner for the producers; Frederic 
March and Edward Earle new for 
the actors; George Archainbaud and 
William K. Howard, new for the di- 
rectors, and Louis F. Kolb, Hans 
Dreier, and John Seitz for the tech- 
nicians. 





‘Lieut’s’ French Version 
Into Carnegie Oct. 1 


‘Smiling Lieutenant’ in its French 
version opens at the Little Carnegie 
Playhouse Thursday (1). Film was 
made in Long Island and has the 
same leads as the original. 

Opening is more or less a sur- 
prise because of Paramount's idea 
of setting aside all French versions 
of Chevalier films in this country 
until the English originals was com- 
pletely played out. This decision 
was an aftermath of ‘Playboy of 
Paris’ getting rave notices on French 
showings in New York, which Par 
figured hurt the English version ot! 
‘Playboy’ in the neighborhoods. 


IRVIN COBB SHORTS 
Los Angeles, Sept. 28. 
Irvin S. Cobb will do a series of 
one-reelers for Picture 
produced in New York. 
M. J. Weisfeldt, pres. of Classics, 


Classics, 





will supervise. 
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Denials of Wartzel on Indef Leave 
With Pay from Fox Coast Studios 








Early Birds 


The Hays office is observing 
new hours that have most of 
the boys sending their alarmers 
out for a tuning. 

Hays personally is leading 
several days each week by get- 
ting to his desk at 7:30 a. m. 
Gov. Milliken is next, coming 
in mornings at 8. Most of the 
others, including Frank Wils- 
tach, stroll in an hour later. 

Charlies Pettijohn is last, 
rolling in from Westchester 
just before 10. Those trains! 








Y 





STUDIOS 0. K. 
CHARITY TAX 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 

In its effort to eliminate annual 
cash drives, the M. P. Relief fund 
has already gained consent of three 
studios (Metro, Fox, and Warners) 
to deduct one-half of 1% from the 
salaries of those studio employes 
pledging themselves to aid the fund. 
Pledge will function anytime sign- 
ers are working, and is perpetual. 

M. P. R. F. needs $100,000 to do its 
work right, and -wants to do it with- 
out socking the minority. Last 
year's drive for $75,000 fell $5,000 
short. 

Other studios are expected to fall 
in line with the charity tax. 


LAEMMLE COMING EAST, 
GIVES VERSION IDEAS 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 

Returning from his European and 
eastern trip, and due for New York 
again shortly, Carl Laemmle, Sr. 
says that in order to retain future 
foreign patronage and have a wedge 
for American films, U must make 
foreign films whether it likes to or 
not. His idea is that if, in these 
times, a studio can break even on 
foreign it’s okay for the future. 

Laemmle estimates that Spanish 
direct shots, costing $40,000, can 
make a profit but is not so optim- 
istic as regards French and German 
productions. He believes that pro- 
ducers who ignore the importance of 
foreigns will be out over there in 
the future, 

Producer spent much time in Lon- 
don with John Drinkwater, his 
biographer, who is writing a play, 
with Universal having first call on 
the piece. 

U's head will leave for New York 
Oct. 10. He expects to remain at 
the eastern office about three weeks 


Metro’s Gang Yarn 


Contrary to the present skepticism 
on gangster pictures, Metro threat- 
ens to go for this type of talker 
after having only done one in this 
class to date, ‘Secret Six.’ 

M-G has entered into a contract 
with W. R. Burnett, author of ‘Lit- 
tle Caesar,’ ‘Iron Man’ and others, 
for ‘a complete gangster story to be 
based on original story ideas.’ 


Tobis’ Chi Opening 

David Diamond, Tobis’ g.m., is in 
Chicago to arrange for the opening 
there of the Monroe theatre, former 
Fox house. Tobis has franchised 
the house and will open Oct. 5 with 
‘Kaiserliebchen’ (‘Kingly Love’). 

Also in Chicago for the opening is 
Al Aronson, Tobis’ distribution 
chief, now on a national tour. Both 
may go on to San Francisco to close 
a deal before returning to New 


York. 














° 
Printzlau Sues Tiff 

Los Angeles, Sept. 28. 
Printzlau has filed suit 
Tiffany for a balance of 
her adaptation of Maizic 
Grieg’s book, ‘Satan Straps.’ 

She received $1,500 while work- 
ing on it, and cites an agreement 
whereby she was to work under 
Phil Goldstone'’s direction and re- 
ceive a final grand on acceptance. 


Olga 
against 


$1,000 on 
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Stories and queries from Hollys. 
wood to the effect that Sol Wurt. 
zel, associate producer to Winnie 
Sheehan, in the Fox studios out 
there, is away on an indefinite leave 
of absence with pay, find nothing 
but denials in New York. All Fox 
sources in the east state they have 
no knowledge of any such under- 
standing. 

Wurtzel has been announced as 
on a three-month vacation to Eu. 
rope. The coast report, denied here, 
is that Wurtzel has permission to 
remain away, still on full pay, for 
the remainder of his Fox contract, 
about 18 months, 


from Winnie Sheehan immediately 
upon Sheehan returning to come- 
mand of Fox film productions after 
William, Fox sold his Fox company 
control to Harley IL. Clarke. Mr, 
Fox when making that sale also 
made a condition that Wurtze] re- 
ceive a present of $500,000. Thig 
amount was paid Wurtzel and sup- 
posedly by William Fox, but was 
later claimed to have been actually 
paid by the Fox company upon the 
demand of Wm. Fox as a condition 
of sale, with others also receiving 
similar ‘presents.’ It fs not known 
whether William Fox also demande@a 
that Wurtzel be retained at the 
studio in his former position, but 
the surmise is that also became a 
condition of the sale to Clarke, 
Clarke when buying the Fox contro] 
was entirely unfamiliar with pic- 
ture production, 

While the Fox pictures and the 
studio were the subjects of much 
criticism when in a run of light- 
weight talkers for some time, east- 
ern comment over the Fox studio 
situation centered largely on Wurt- 


zel. This was supported by coast 
impressions as_ well, with neither 
coast understanding the Sheehan 


attitude in the face of these criti- 
cisms, Sheehan was seemingly 
willing to personally take the rap 
for the poor boxoffice showing. 
Bankers. Concerned 

It was during the same period 
that the Fox studios, product and 
cost of production were engaging 
the attention of the Chase group of 
bankers having a heavy investment 
in Fox. This again came up when 
Sheehan was recently in New York 
He arrived here and left in a hurry, 
all within five days instead of the 
two weeks’ anticipated visit. 

Sheehan is reported having had 
a vigorous interview with the Fox 
new financing committee, The come 
mittee is reported mainly to have 
based its argument with Sheehan 
that the studio had not lived up to 
its reduced production cost prom- 
ises. Another annoyance to Sheehan 
as part of his last trip east was 
the appointment of Dick Rowland 
to head of a story council for Fox,‘ 
promoted by Rowland. The Rowe 
land appointment is said to have 
been a personal one made by Clarke, 
unknown to any of the Fox New 
York or coast staffs. 

Rowland has gathered his story 
council for conclaves at the Fox 
New York headquarters. In the 
council are President Clarke, Vice- 
President Richard Rowland; Jimmie 
Grainger, in charge of distribution, 
and Harry Arthur, Fox gen. mgr 
Sheehan is also of this council. 

Rowland was due to leave New 
York yesterday (28), for a month’s 
stay at the Fox coast studio. While 
out there Rowland will likely try to 
adjust his position with Sheehan's. 

What caused. Sheehan's precipi- 
tant rush back to Hollywood isn’t 
understood by any of the Fox men 
in the east. Nor can any one in 
New York state with authority who 
in the Fox studios could replace 
Wurtzel if the latter fails to return. 
The suggestion that Sheehan might 
select Rowland for the Wurtzel spot 
merely gets a smile when mentioned. 

Rowland is said to have been 
promoted by Clarke for the story 
council] thing by Frank Brockliss, 
now in pictures in England. Brock- 
liss was with Rowland when the lat- 


ter was with First Nationa] some 
years ago. Brockliss is also said 


be a close friend of Clarke. 
Prior to debutting with Fox, 

land had within 90 days previv isl¥ 

been in charge of Tiffany, and «1ls@ 


liow- 


as. head story man in the east for 
Paramount. Through his swift 
movements and re-engagen a 

bes 


Rowland’s ability to become a . 
seller for himself is universa!l¥ 
conceded. 





Wurtzel received a new contract. 
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NOT ENOUGH LA 





Wage Slashing of Big Firms Will 


Keep Many B 


Salary cuts by America’s leading 
mdustrial companies will be held 
importantly responsible this year 
for the threatened failure of many 
class B and C theatres. Calling the 
situation precipitated as serious for 
the theatre in coal, mining, steel, 
rubber and auto-producing centers, 
it is claimed that many houses 
scheduled to have opened will now 
probably remain dark for an inde- 
terminate period. 


Where circuits, with all affected 
to a minor or major degree, are in 
situations with two or more thea- 
tres, operators are known to regard 
the outlook as menacing if all 
houses attempt to keep going. 


Distributors are worried in the 
face of a large deficit of accounts 
even to date. With the season of 
1931-’'32 having started, approxi- 
mately twe months have passed, 
with scores of theatres, mostly B 
and C operations, showing no signs 
of relighting. 





New Zoning Comm. 
Will First Attend 
To Seething Spots 


Cities where protection is a cur- 
rent cause of strife will be the first 
to receive consideration from the 
Hays Zoning Committee. This 
group has one more meeting at 
which several details willbe de- 
cided, after which the plan will be 
broadcast throughout the country. 


Among the spots where booking 
disputes are considered especially 
acute are Kansas City, Milwaukee 
and New Orleans. 


Booking arguments are also de- 
scribed as running over a period of 
months in Los Angeles and Chicago. 
Iatter city lately, it is stated, has 
sidetracked protection cries to con- 
sider its union troubles. 


PARKING FOR 50,000 
CARS NEW B&K IDEA 


Chicago, Sept. 28. 

Publix-B. & K. is going in for the 
free parking space idea in big busi- 
ness fashion. By actual count it 
has discovered that it’s a business 
booster and the circuit is now ty- 
ing up lots for all available big 
neighborhood spots. 

Chain has found that the public 
is driving to those theatres which 
offer free parking space instead of 
making the customers hunt for surb 
niches or plank down 35c or more 
at a privately owned stand. 

B.& K. now has stands for the 
new Southtown, the Nortown, the 
Gateway, Harding, Tower, Granada, 
and is rapidly acquiring lots all 
Over the city. In the end it figures 
to have room for 50,000 autos. 

Firm is taking these lots on short- 
term leases and operating them as 
regular fee parking spots, but with 
B.&K. patrons allowed to drive in 
free of charge. Doing no servicing 
or gas-selling on the lots, since 


that would require a new corporate 
license. 





Can’t Serve Co. Law Suits 
On Execs Visiting Coast 


Los Angeles, Sept. 28. 

Officials of concerns visiting on 
the Coast for pleasure can’t be 
Served with papers in suits against 
the corporation. 

Ruling was obtained by Sam 
Wolf in Superior court. His argu- 
ment resulted in quashing service 
©n Adolph Pollak, president of Hol- 
lywood Pictures Corp., indie dis- 
tributors with offices in New York, 
in a suit filed here wT @& &. B. 


Productions. Suit is for $5,600 on a 
note, 


+ 


and C Houses Closed 





Stockholders Working 


Unemployment problem has 
been solved by a new theatre 
chain group in the Bronx. Pair 
of former exhibitors, who took 





over a trio of picture houses 
from a national chain, in- 
stalled every one of its two 


dozen or so stockholders in 
jobs around its theatres. As 
a result, the stockholders are 
holding down jobs ranging 
from janitors to managers, and 
but for inexperience might 
have gone into the operator's 
booth, too. 

Funny spectacle is to see the 
entire group of stockholders 
deserting their posts in a body 
to troop to the bank on those 
occasions when the company 
funds are to go either in or 
out. Irrespective of their jobs 
they all want to be there at 
money changing time. 














4 VAUDFILMERS 
IN PROVIDENCE 


Providence, Sept. 28. 

Modern theatre, dark for over a 
year, will reopen as a vaude and 
first run talking picture when neces- 
sary renovations are completed. 
Walter Bigelow and William Pur- 
cell, Fall River theatre men, are 
backing the enterprise and have 
Fred Lovett as house manager. 


Recently a group of local men, 
headed by Nathan Spitz, took over 
the Royal for the same policy. 

The Modern will be 35c. top and 
10c. for the minimum scale. Com- 
pared with the prices at Fays the- 
atre, the third and leading vaude 
film house in town, Modern is lic. 
below its top price and 5c. under 
its minimum. Modern was operated 
for years by Edward M. Fay, who 
failed to renew his lease. 

RKO may discontinue its all 
picture policy at the Albee and sub- 
stitute vaudfilm was indicated here 
last week in a statement made by 
J. William Dueback, new manager 
of the Albee. 

At one time the Albee was Provi- 
dence’s first class vaude house. 
When the theatre was taken over by 
RKO vaude was discontinued and 
talkers substituted. 


WORK ON 5-5-5 PLAN 
IS ALMOST COMPLETED 


Work on the 5-5-5 plan is now in 
its final stages. Company lawyers 
for all producers are toiling on the 
outline approved by the representa- 
tive industry sales designations. 
These include individual film per- 
centage arrangements, straight 
rental and the usual methods of 
dealing between distributor and ex- 
hibitor. 

Not until this work is complete 
will companies start printing the 
new uniform contract. It shapes up 
as certain now that the new form 
will not be introduced until the 1932 
selling season, commencing in April. 
There is little chance of arbitration 
becoming effective generally until 
the contracts are in circulation. The 
formula stipulates voluntary out of 
court settlement of disputes. 














P. A’ing for Roxy 


While Roxy is on his current Eu- 
roepan trip, S. J. Kaufman is his 
press agent over here. 

Kaufman's double duty will be to 
put in and keep out for Roxy during 
his absence. At present Roxy pre- 
fers only publicity about Radio City 
in personal mention. 
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STUDIOS SEEKING 
COMICS TO BUILD 


Film Co’s Find Themselves 
Short of Draw Funny Men 
and Women—Think Time 
Ripe for Comedies—Only 
3 Men and 3 Teams 
Classed as Real Boxoffice 








SEARCH FOR PROSPECTS 





With comedy films shaping up for 
perhaps their biggest year, the pic- 
ture firms are becoming aware that 
the industry has fewer laugh names 
which can draw business than in 
any other phase of production. 


As a result, closer attention is 
being paid to vaudeville and musical 
comedy funny men by the picture 
faction. This type of performer 
currently and probably enjoys the 
best chance he has ever had of get- 
ting a Hollywood ticket. 

Just three comedians and three 
laugh teams are deemed in pro- 
ducer circles to be capable of car- 
rying a picture by themselves. 
There are a dozen or more fitted 
for supporting capacities though 
not strong enough to carry along 
on their own. 

With Chaplin and Harold Lloyd 
one-picture-a-year men, and maybe 
not even that, plus Eddie Cantor 
emphasizing the musical comedy 
angle in his work, the straight 
comedy market is regarded by film 
men as in dire need of a real and 
immediate build-up, 

Mack Sennett and Hal Roach, 
film funster creators, are declared to 
have become slower in their deliv- 
ery of new talent. Sound has un- 
doubtedly had something to do with 
this situation but the significance 
is the opportunity for the legit or 
vaude laugh makers. 

Between the economic depression 
and the recent production tendency 
toward heavy drama, producing er- 
ecutives seem to be fast comiug 
around to the idea that the public 
would enthusiastically welcome a 
return to the theatre’s basic pur- 
pose—laughter. And the theatre 
operating boys in general concur 
with this theory and may even be 
the instigators thereof. 


ALL FOX STAFF 
IN ON CLARKE 
RELIEF PLAN © 


Utilizing a plan which was suc- 
cessful among his utility interests, 
Harley L. Clarke, president of Fox, 
through the medium of Dudley Wil- 
son, of Chicago, has started an inner 
unemployment relief body at Fox 
Films. Group is known as ‘The 
Five Friends’ Plan for Unemploy- 
ment Relief.’ 

Prospectus calls for Fox employes 
on the production and theatre ends 
to be separated into divisions of five 
employes each. Each quintet is to 
take care of a needy family. The 
work which they are to perform, 
however, is entirely voluntary. Eaca 
group is to provide clothing or other 








things necessary to a_ destitute 
family. It is not necessarly a finan- 
cial plan. 


At the head is a central committee 
of five, of which Alan E. Friedman 
is chairman. Maurice Goodman is 
treasurer. Others include E. H. 
Collins and William Freedman. All 
Fox executives are part of the plan 
with the number of employes total- 
ing about 15,000. 





Mannie Cohen Going Into All Par 
Film Productions as Co-Producer or 
Alone—L. |. Studios Remaining Open 





Married Women Out 





Hollywood, Sept. 28. 

In line with the present agi- 
tation for the relief of the 
unemployment situation § all 
studios are checking their em- 
ployment lists to locate the 
married women not dependent 
upon their jobs for support. 
These will be laid off and the 
vacant places filled by those 
more urgently in need of occu- 
pation. 

Idea is said to have been 
suggested by the relief com- 
mittee recently appointed by 
the Hays office. Those affected 


are chiefly secretaries, ste- 
nogs and minor employes. 

Universal leads the way, 
sidetracking several married 


women last week. 


90-DAY OPTION 
AS STORY TEST 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 

Producers are abandoning ‘taste 
and try before you buy’ methods on 
current novels and short serials, A 
few unpleasant situations, when 
authors learned that their stories 
were going into script form without 
their okay, has caused the picture 
makers to decide upon a safer pro- 
cedure regarding options. 

Inability of the producers to de- 
cide whether a story would make a 
picture brought on a general epi- 
demic of undercover writing. Idea 
was that if the stories lent them- 
selves to adaptation they should be 
bought. 

Writers handling such stories were 
sworn to secrecy, with instructions 
to say they were working on an 
original yarn if anyone were inter- 
ested. 

Ninety-day options, at a nominal 
price, are now generally being used 
when there is a question as to 
whether or not the story has screen 
possibilities. 


STUDIOS DON SUNDAY 
SUITS FOR PUBLISHERS 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 

Studios are getting together to 
put it on for the National Conven- 
tion of Newspaper Publishers, to 
be held here the last week in No- 
vember. If the N.P.P.’s leave here 
thinking the industry is crasy it 
won't be because of any impression 
the studios have created. 

Everybody in pictures will have 
on their best fronts that week and 
the publishers will be the special 
guests of one studio each day dur- 
ing their visit. 























Fox Makes First Film 
Buy of Legit Season 


John Golden has sold the talker 
rights for his ‘After Tomorrow’ to 
Fox. It’s the first legit of the new 
season to be acquired by any pic- 
ture firm, 

Golden co-authored the play with 
Hugh Stange and it is now playing 
in New York. 





LE BARON QUITS BOARD 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
William LeBaron has resigned a- 
a producer representative on 
Academy board. 
Joseph Johnson was picked 
serve out LeBaron’s remaining year. 


.ting the number f 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 

Emanuel Cohen will reach the 
Paramount studio here within two 
weeks. At that time, it is said, he 
will be associated with Paramount 
picture productions, west and east, 
or become a co-producer with B. 
P. Schulberg, under Jesse L. Lasky. 

This procedure has been ordered, 
it is stated Adolph 
Zukor 

Accounts have been recently that 
Schulberg has been in daily phone 
communication with Cohen in the 
eastern Par offices on productions, 
including stories. 


locally, by 





In New York information is that 
Paramount's Long Island studio, re- 
ported for final closing as a talker 
feature source by Dec. 1 next, will 
remain open. Mannie Cohen will 
be in full charge at Astoria, from 
the account and, as reported above, 
his position on the Par production 
end in Hollywood is outlined. Jesse 
Lasky is in New York with Cohen, 
supposedly conferring with him. 

With the L. I. studios continuing 
it will turn out, from the report, 
the original number of Par talkers 
listed for it, 17 or 20, during this 
season. This will relieve the Par 
coast studio to ths* extent, reduc- 
evly scheduled 
for the coast from: (6 to 50 Par fea- 
tures for '31-'32. 

The Par lineup with Cohen east 
and west appears similar to that 
held by Walter Wanger before 
Wanger was deposed from author- 
ity at Long Island. 

Cohen Liked by Heads 

Wanger was appointed Par’s gen. 
mgr. of all production last April 
under a contract going into effect 
yesteray (28). In July Wanger was 
deposed. It is said his current con- 
tract for two years with an annual 
salary of $275,000, the contract to- 
taling $550,000, is under process of 
negotiation for settlement. 

Mannie Cohen started with Par 
when the company decided upon its 
own newsreel. Cohen’s work on the 
news is reported to have attracted 
higher up attention. Cohen, it is 
said, made the production survey 
for Paramount, after the Wanger 
contract had been signed, that in- 
duced Sidney Kent, gen. mgr. for 
all Paramount, to request a new 
production direction deal. This re- 
ceived the Zukor support and re- 
sulted in Wanger’s virtual retire- 
ment, under salary, from Par. Lasky 
thereupon resumed his former post 
as chief of Par production with 
Schulberg his assistant in charge of 
the coast studio. 

Zukor and Kent are reported to 
have become even stronger for 
Cohen following this move, with 
Cohen's current promotion now in 
line. 


INDIES TRICK DEMPSEY 
FILM BY HORN SPIEL 


San Francisco, Sept. 28. 
Bill Wagnon and Morgan Walsh, 
indie operators of the local Davies, 
tricked up a reel which may become 
the idea of 





a sound short. assem- 
bling several old Dempsey fight 
scenes and captioning them ‘Can 


Dempsey Come Back?’ 

Indie exhibs used it as an extra 
feature with ‘It's a Wise Child,’ and 
while technically circumventing the 
booking restriction by the Metro 
exchange, against playing a double 
feature with a Metro picture, the 
composite clips made the equivalent 
of an extra added attraction. 

Wagnon and Walsh cut and 
edited all the old Dempsev scenes, 
showing the Manassa Mauler in 
several offensive and defensive 
and ballyhooing it with a 
as to whether or not he can 


scenes 
spiel 





to 


the | come back. 


The shots were silent with a 
back-of-the-screen spieler doing the 
gabbing. 
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Exhibs Have All the Alibis This Year 
As Salesmen Sweat Under H. 0. Orders 


Ist Runs on Broadway 
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Briefly rewritten extracts from “Variety’s” Hollywood Bulletin, printed 
each Saturday in Hollywood, and placed as a wrapper upon the regular 
weekly “Variety.” 

The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 

News from the Dailies in Los Angeies will be found in that customar 
department. 
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Life of the film salesman in mar- 


keting his company’s produet this 
year is the toughest he has yet ex- 





P.A.’s Big Moment 








eyeing Edwina Booth for stag¢ 
perienced. Meeting with difficulties (Subject to Change) ag > - pent a 2 saniaed pee 
An the fiel which call for the p.a., 1@ laugh when he confide: P 
t ban A eae Pearce poe in aie Week Oct. 2 that the ‘Charles Dawson’ looking Pathe Has “Veneer’ 
etronges sales arguments 11S Paramount — ‘Twenty-four 


over the Fox Hills lot was the sec- 


Hugh Stange’s stage play ‘V eneer? 
ond prince 


tory and the sharpest bargaining on Hours’ (Par). of Belgium. Couple | done in N, Y. two years ago, pur. 








deals, while facing changes of the Roxy— ‘Sob Sister’ (Fox). ; weeks later the dailies discovered | chased by RKO-Pathe for either 

theatre operating map, the film sell- Capitol — ‘A Free Soul the prince was visiting the U. S.| Helen Twelvetrees or Constance 

ers are also sweating over the prod- (Metro) (2nd week). incog., and the p.a. is now giving | Bennett. 

aing from home offices. There's a Rivoli—‘Street Scene’ (UA) reporters the rib. . , 

lot of worrying behind exchange sa =... . et " — Haines’ Woolf Act 

walls and on the road between wa ae soad to Singapore Howard’s New Meg Personals to be done by William 
: : (30). 


Haines for Loew’s will be with a 
specially writien skit by Edgar 


towns. 
Thousands of applications for con- 


Dave Howard, Fox director, pro- 


’ 
of Borneo moted from foreigns to domestics 





Mayfair—‘East 
(U) (2nd week). 
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Texas Hears Its A. G. 
Readies New Film Probe 


Dallas, Sept. 28, 

Rumored in the trade here that 
the state attorney general is pre- 
paring an investigation of tactics 
of certain film distribs and affiliated 
producers in Texas. In line with 
general check-up of alleged trust 
violations by various major firms 
operating in Texas. 

The a. g.’s attention was attracted 
when a couple of East Texas indie 
exhibs, L. M. Threet and W. H. 
Bowers, hired outsider to look over 
a new pict contract. Recent legal 
trouble in Oklahoma is also taking 
foothold among Texas indies, feel- 
ing trade restraint in film bookings. 





Foreign House Battle 
Newark, Sept. 28. 
Carlton opens Friday (2) with 


honest. 

Show business throughout the 
midwest, which in the past has been 
consistently milked on-the-sly for 
heavy losses, now reports that in 
the past four months not a single 
midwest circuit employe has been 
declared out for pocketing the 
firm’s funds. And in the past year 
there have been only three instances 
in indie and circuit houses. This is 
a startling decline, as during the 
grand boom era _ sleight-of-nand 
work was a constant drain. Unoffi- 
cial estimates ranged from $500,000 
to $1,000,000 as lost annually to in- 
side palming in midwest theatres, 

Chopper Working 

Collusion between doorman and 
thefts, has practically vanished. 
This is reported generally. 

Two big reasons for the honesty 
is that jobs are too scarce now to be 
jeopardized by trying to snatch, and 





Ufa pictures in competition with the 


Little. Prices are only 35c. with 
free eats. The Little will drop to 
50c, 


sharply. 
operation was wide and loose, with 
| plenty of opportunity for unmo- 
lested manipulation. 


cashier, the most frequent source of 


theatre operation has tightened up 
In the easy-money days 





Al Dubin. 

Joe Burke. 

Ed Smith. 

Jack Partington. 
James Hall, 

Ann Harding. 
William Haines. 
Edgar Alan Woolf. 
Cupid Ainsworth, 
Louis B. Mayer. 
Leo Morrison. 
Albert Parker. 
Buddy Fisher. 
Eric von Stroheim 
Willis Kent 





RADIO’S 2 TRIOS 
Hollywood, Sept. 28, 

After a fortnight’s holiday on fea- 
ture production, Radio resumed with 
three features into work and also 
three shorts. 

Wheeler and Woolsey lead the 
procession, starting with ‘Peacher- 
ino,’ with ‘The Deve’ and ‘Mar- 





cheta’ following. 








tryout for a new comedy team, 
Charles Hall and Charles Rogers. 
Means a series if it clicks. Rogers 
was proselyted from the gag staff. 


Armstrong’s Boost 
RKO-Pathe, renewing with Rob- 
ert Armstrong, gives him a pay 
boost. He co-stars in a picture 
with James Gleason but will prob- 
ably be solo’d before his first year 


| is out. 


Chatterton to WB 
Ruth Chatterton will move her 
makeup to Warners Nov. 1 when 
her Paramount contract is up. No 
story set. 





Ensenada’s Opener 

New management of Hotel En- 
senada, lower California, angling for 
Gar Wood as opening attraction. 
Wants the Detroit speedster to 
stage a series of motor boat races 
from Noy. 1 till Christmas. New 
road from border to Ensenada un- 
~ og way and will be finished Nov. 





Jack Holt set for football picture 
at Columbia. 





Legit firm of Belasco & Curran 











: ‘ with ‘Rainbow Trail.’ Bert Sebel, | Allen Woolf, who goes east to stage 
tracts sent in by the exchanges are Winter Garden— Five Star LEON LEONIDOFF biz manager for foreigns, takes up| it. Opens Oct. 5 in Baltimore, thon 
—— turned back by a — — ay nee wry — Siem Producer for Fanchon & Marco | the meg with the Spanish ‘Bad Girl.’ eee > be ar ge N. Y., with 

ecause of terms an conditions an > . eee oolf returnin o Metro afte 
Gaphah ah by the salesman. With |} ‘ton’ (WB) (3rd week). < wig pg 9 thon =e Ph ne New W.B. P.A.’s N. ¥. date. Be 

: : . Broadway—‘Murder at Mid- coast, in Hollywood, Leon Leoni- 
the h. o.’s the complaint starts with night’ (Tiff) doff is reproducing his Roxy tech- Warner-FN studio publicity staff Samm. .Bocrvmerdc Test 
‘unsold possibilities’ and ends with Rialto—‘Palmy Days’ (UA) nique in F. & M. Ideas. gets five new names: Linn Bonner, Batest sent aa F ged 
flemands for higher rentals, larger (2nd week). ‘VARIETY’ said: ‘On stage is|ex-trade-paper reporter; Rosalind est testee a : ox is Samuel 
sale, etc, This year, for the first ‘Leon lLeonidoff’s nifty ‘Mont- ag apts gag in wbed Car- | Colt, son of Ethel Barrymore, 

: he salesms Iso hi - martre’ unit holding a variety of| "sie Jones and hay ulvay. je a 
pov ee or  inotaten oreo Week Oct. 9 talent...Leonidoff’s is among the a U Drops Faragoh 
hes pays cue pit “ myc oi Roxy—‘The Kisco Kid’ (Fox). best of the F. & M. ideas.’ Fox Version Lull Francis Edward Faragoh, writer, tic 
ution execs for preferred playing Capitol—‘New Adventures of —_—— _ — a Lull on direct-shot foreigns at|@ropped from Universal contract th 
time. All distributors are looking Get-rich-quick Wallingford Fox. Currently a Japanese ‘Man | list. 
for the Saturday, Sunday and holi- (Metro). Who Came Back’ and a Spanish Phas ee te: or 
day play dates, Placing that into Rivoli — ‘Monkey Business’ ‘Transatlantic’ are being dubbed. Murphy’s ‘Second Shot’ m 
the contract is something the aver- (Par) (8). _—_——_ Ralph Murphy. directing Helen ~~ 
age exhib will call out his faraily to fi a aaa of the Fam- Columbia is syncing ‘Arizona’ in| Twelvetrees in ‘Second Shot.’ m 
. : Vv u e Snes ie pret etarte in o> su 
h < ar F . } , — g Spanish, first version started on thc t 
. a fags: Lg apg A “7 oe Mayfair—‘Devotion’ (Pathe>. studio renewed lingual try, Kaufman Quits U ri: 
ne oe oe _ eng pte pinnae gy Winter Garden—'Five Star Asking Universal to tear up his Gi 
will do well sor Me, OS HOTCCREAED Final’ (WB) (6th week). Whiteley Testing contract because of too much inter- vi 
Out-Tiring Each Other BE aps yg pamenern Ham- New chief tester at Fox studio is] ference, Ed Kaufman, comedy sus’ M 
With the home offices, relations : inbte-Petuny "See (UA) Thomas Whiteley. Paul Weather-| pervisor, ankled off the lot in thé of 
between salesman and exhib this (8rd week). Reports are discredited by in- wax transferred to cutting. fourth week of a 14 week stretch, 

i C iri acl . ooo ~ er Ww 
tie ad eg riled "the 5 siders that Paramount is negotiat- Roger Lacor, new among Fox’s Another Old Custom to 
ee Spleen f tees bt ne byt $2 Pictures ing for new financing. The rumors foreign writers, is doing the French Scalpers asking $25 apiece for $2 cc 
number of contract applications fail- The Guardsman’ (Metro) Fa Seer ‘Daddy Long Legs.’ USC-St. Mary’s game, Saturday at 
ing to go through headquarters|| (Astor) (4th week). ae, Se : ee —- (26), tickets got plenty of laughs 
channels. Then the salesman has spired by the downward movement |_ Grand Canyon location trip com- | and few sales at that price. Studio 
—a Foreign Films of Par stock on the Exchange re-| Rlinbow rail” David Howards a: | 2 Mint oe’ eamemaene erone Pg 
other call. . r ail.’ Dav ard, di- .8 .r, . & 

Siune ot the portfolio toters have ‘Dreyfus Case’ (Sudfilm-BIP) cently. recting George O’Brien, with Ros- | taken care of in ticket locations, @ a 
become a little patiicky according to ee a ete Pe The inside assurance is that Par | coe Ates also included. i Li cl na re 
€ *s - wee in eee a 
New York distrib officials. Latter ‘Burchenlied aud Heidelberg’ has a line of bank credit running Tibbett’s Tour Evangelist at Roach is 
ee rt og weg stove age Sony cath week}. (Cosmopoli- to upwards of $20,000,000 of which Lawrence Tibbett cleans up on Hal Roach story department aug b 
asty in taking ex contracts, so|j}* tan) 2 WECK). 2 he c any has not availed itself | ‘The Cuban’ at Metro and leaves| mented by Frank Terry, former ' 
that they would not have to hang ‘Karamazov’ (Terra) (Ger- t preys set for Vancouver to start his concert | evangelist and English vaude comig, @1 
around the town longer than pos-|| ™4?) (Vanderbilt) (8rd weck). || yet. The company so far as known | tour in a few days. Metro has an- | who worked for Roach in 1920, di 
sible. Fear of such salesmen, as ‘Lindenwirtin .vom . Rhein’. || has no outstanding bank loans and,|other film for him to do by next —_— te 
@ingnosea from heddquartera, is ‘that (Superfilm) (German) (Bu- while obligated to guarantee certain | summer. Durkin’s $1,250 ts 
th fraid th ’t writ ah — og or stock amounting to an outlay of ee aR Four weeks work for Bennie Zeide ©: 
ey are atira ey won write Nur Am Rhein (Sudfilm) 10.000.000 i th t ix Par Options ‘Thunder’ ‘ ’ - ‘ 
( enough business weekly to make (German) (Belmont) (2nd || 27OUnd $10,000, Se A man in ‘Juvenile Court’ will net 6! 
thei 1 a , week) months or so, figures to make that Paramount has taken an option] Junior Durkin $1,250 per. Extra , 
; eir salary and expenses. In one ‘entitled. hleubenant .. <Per> good out of earnings. on Thomas Rourke’s ‘Thunder Be-| time, $208 a day, but must be wW 
\? or two cases these men have been eye ‘ Paramount can figure on what- | !ow,’ South American novel. through by Oct. 25 for a Paramount 
warned to stay with an account un- (French) (Little Carnegie) (1). - assignment. le 

" til getting the right térine with per ever capital it may.need in the way Writer Studio-Shy - : a 

; centage deals desired in most cases. Woodin in Ch of production requirements from its] after trying picture writers on Night Club’s Trouble fi 

‘ ' Because of the difficulties en- abi aeke ee arse a. Se ‘Red-Headed Woman,’ Metro has] Owners of the property on which ss 

visioned this season in marketing} Harry Woodin has been placed in " SOS'd Katharine Brush to come|the Airport Country club is located “ 

1931-’32 programs, some distribs|Charge of Fox’s theatres in and MIX’S FIRST FOR U ye gee Pad mate 9 Ap epi sear were named, along with operators of 
y have put on extra in out of their around Manhattan and New Jersey ently studio shy, hasn't answere the thrice raided club, in abatement ¥ 
* b H Arth foll i th Holl t 28 yet. proceedings instituted by District Oo 

71 exchanges. Economic stress, unem-|°Y  **4'ry Arthur following the ollywood, Sept. 28. —— Attorney Fitt | | 

“i ployment, failure of pictures to draw |"esignation of Harry Goldberg. Universal is lining up stories for Bill Cody’s Personal y os ; 

Vt last year ana th t Woodin’s headquarters are at the|Tom Mix’s series. First will be Bin Cody leaves for Tulsa, Okla., , 

{ ee oe re re ica uptown New York house.’ ‘Tennessee Pardner.’ Sept. 28 for two weeks of personals Ghost city locale for next Tom | 

ai tors have provided the exhibitor this 4 ’ . 4 © Keene oat cpera at RKO-Pathe di- t! 

ei : at the Lyric with his Monogram 

" year with all the alibis, leaving release, ‘Oklahoma Jim.’ rected by Fred Allen, 

none for the salesman. . . ‘ ? ere 
, . Curtiz on ‘Environment’ : 
C arc ones Metro Wants Sale Zz J . t le 
ml * Metro is dickering for loan of |, Because of continental setting S pa 
Moss Spending $6,500 Chie Sale from Radio for ‘Limpy,’ | Hayironment Mertentes, Michal : 
; Jackie Cooper story. e:mess arners, 

4 . . nytt Curtiz will direct instead of Howard C 
nl e Show at B way; . as - corman agic are sameor aPhaelsen-Baum Hawks, who will make an original : 
F mson Raphaelson is assigned to ! 

i « : . work with Vicki Baum on her Par- Technical director on Indo-China 4 
i Moss’ Broadway will spend around + amount operetta for Chevalier. sequences of ‘Prestige,’ Ann Hard- 

1 $6,500 on acts for the Warner- ing starrer at RKO-Pathe, is Frank 

it booked bill following the current Chicago, Sept. 28. N. : 3 to Om” A. Jane Murfin is adapting Harold | O’Conner, former director. 

i“ (opening) Joe E. Brown show. Next Shakespeare was right about that B Wela McGrath’s ‘The Other Passport’ for - . Ps 

, headliner will be Eddie Dowling.| ill wind, and the thought finds tlt, Mg segs Irene Dunn at Radio. Songs, but Royer’s Six Indies 

* with Mrs. Dowling (Ray Dooley),| Plenty of supporters among theatre Maurice Cheyalier not a musical, Fanchon Royer, agent, wee Ba oo 

ors on the same bill. met 9 Mr penty a Ralph Farnum. Mervyn Douglas, who was|ternational (ex-Cinephone) studio, 

James Barton is booked to top| For the theatre owners are report- ~ switched from legit to films by “fo-| Oct. 1. Wallace Fox megging. 
the Oct. 17 show. jing that since the grand deflation night Or Never,’ is on Samuel Gold- — 

Dowling bill is in for two weeks,| there has also been a sudden, im- L. A. to N. ¥. wyn’s list for a possible five years. Fox Dropees 
with the fortnight run the regular pressive drop in the number of em- He goes with Ann Harding in Dropped from the Fox salary list 
policy decided on for the Broadway. ployes on the gyp. Embezziement,} Edgar Selwyn. ‘Prestige,’ Pathe, on loan. are Jack Schultze, vet art director, 

Next talker will be Tiffany’s|!@tceny and plain palming have all) ‘Tom Gallery. ———— and Lynn Starling, writer. 

‘Murder at Midnicht.’ gone down the road, with the the- d New Roach Team : oe 
night. atre help now all working strictly Buddy Morris. Hal Roach’s ‘Hopping Off’ is a Prynne’s Threat 


Former technical director at Mul-- 
ticolor, William Prynne, threatens 
patent suit. 


Walsh Above ‘Ticket’ “f 





Name of Raoul Walsh, director, 
goes above title and cast on ‘Yele 
low Ticket.’ Players’ billing has 


Elissa Landi first and Lionei barry- 
more next, 
Bennett Goes Home 

At home in a cast, Joan Bennett 
will wait a month before starting 
to walk. Has been in Cedars 0 
Lebanon hospital for two months 
with an injured hip. 





Two-reel symbolic silent, “Three 
and a Day,’ being made by paul, 
Ivano and John Negulesco, ROWis 
manian portrait painter, at latte! 
studio with musical score to come. 

Joe Marks, ex-Warner easter, 
turned agent. 

Embassy Reverts 

Eddie Brandstatter took back the 
Embassy roof from Harry iiosen? 
thal and Schuyler Schenk, apron 


pers 


in or << orchestra 
g former’s Pair were 


and cutting cover to $1. 
(Continued on page 39) 
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Ist Television Stage Display 
May Be Set by Morris for Publix 








Television is only around the cor- 
ner so far as the theatre is con- 
cerned. It seriously threatens to 
come to the front, with its first com- 
prehensive step to be taken in an 
invasion of leading theatres in a 
month or six weeks. By that time 
a special tele show, running 20 to 25 
minutes and projected from portable 
apparatus to be moved around the 
country in units, will appear in 
Publix houses, under negotiations 
which have assumed considerable 
progress during the past week. 

Publix’s first anticipated use of 
television will be through a sub- 
sidiary of the William Morris 
Agency and the Sanabria Television 
Corp., of Chicago, with which book- 
ing negotiations have been started 
for theatre outlet. 

This subsidiary is owned 50% by 
the Morris office and 50% by the 
Sanabria interests, and will be 
known as Sanabria Presentations, 
Inc., a New York state incorpora- 
tion. Ulysses Sanabria, inventor of 
the 10-square-foot screen, largest 
on which demonstrations have been 
made so far, except the 18-foot 
screen Sanabria himself experi- 
mented with, is president of the 
subsidiary company. William Mor- 
ris, Jr., of the agency, and George 
Gruskin, president of Sanabria Tele- 
vision Corp., are vice-presidents. 
Morris, Jr., also will act as treasurer 
of Sanabria Presentations. 

When ready, the first tele show 
will probably get a tryout out of 
town in some obscure house before 
coming into a more important the- 
atre. 

At Mad. Sq. Garden 

Last week the Sanabria company 
came into the Madison Square gar- 
den for demonstrations, with the 
Morris office supplying most of the 
talent for televising matter on what 
is called the giant screen. 

In the theatre the tele show will 
begin with the smaller pictures, 
ending up with those of the 10-foot 
dimension and doing a scene as de- 
tailed as that which is caught by @ 
talker camera. At first the purpose 
of the special tele show will be to 
show the public what television is. 

Later on experiments will go for- 
ward for the production of full- 
length plays in television, with San- 
abria claiming they can move action 
from closeups to long shots, and 
from one scene to another with such 
speed the eye cannot notice it. 

The show when ready to go out 
will be staged as a demonstration 
of television, with the actors on the 
side of the rostrum performing be- 
fore the transmitting apparatus and 
the screen on the opposite side re- 
flecting the action. 

At the Garden it was not possible 
for those viewing television on the 
large screen to see the actual tele- 
vising due to feared interference 
with radio broadcasting of NBC and 
Columbia, who were on the audi- 
torium floor. As a result the ac- 
tual performance before the tele 
‘mikes’ was from the basement. 

The Sanabria interests have an 
application now before the Federal 
Radio Board in Washington for 
wave lengths permitting transmis- 
sion of tele shows from some cen- 
tral point. 


$12,500 Verdict for Shea 
Against G. T. P. in Ark. 


Pine Bluff, Ark., Sept. 28. 

Damages totaling $12,500 were 
awarded T. A. Shea, former op- 
erator of the Palace theatre, at Mc- 
Gehee, against General Talking 
Picture Corp., of New York, by a 
jury in the Desha Circuit court at 
Arkansas City. 

General replevined the _ talking 
Picture equipment and also sued 
for $1,000 unpaid purchase money. 
Shea’s attorneys demurred alleging 
that General should be dismissed 
on the grounds that the corporation 
had not complied with the Arkan- 
sas laws governing foreign cor- 
Porations, Demurrer was sus- 
tained. 

A cross suit was then filed for 
damages sustained by the action 
of General amounting to $20,000, 
and the trial jury awarded a ver- 
dict of $12,000. Defendant served 
notice of appeal. 








R. W. Neil Bankrupt 
Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
R. William Neil, picture director, 
has filed a bankruptcy petition. 
Lists $13,000 secured liabilities 
8nd $17,500 for a judgme:.t won by 
4 woman injured by his car. 


On the Job 





Chicago, Sept. 28. 

The Harrison, one of the Al- 
lied theatres locking out union 
operators, drew a bomb one 
night last week. Night watch- 
man, hired to forestall such 
violence, squawked plaintively 
to the dailies, saying: 

‘The blast tossed me right 
out of bed.’ 


L. A. Exchanges, Under 
Noses of Producers, 


Claim Martyrs’ Halos 


Sept. 28. 
Local exchanges, right under the 
noses and thumbs of the producing 
offices, claim they are in a tougher 
spot than the producer-owned the- 














Los Angeles, 


atres functioning hereabouts. Closer 
relationship between production 
and distributing divisions places 


the film row boys in a delicate posi- 
tion, between appeasing their New 
York bosses and keeping on the 
good side of the studio heads. 

The exchange lads claim that no 
booking satisfies the producers, 
that even if they get them the top 
spots, the makers come back with 
the statement that their pictures 
deserved it anyway. Anything less 
than best bookings is looked on as 
an affront to the studio. 

Petty Troubles 

Continual exploitation experi- 
ments, changing of titles and plenty 
touchiness about billing add to the 
local branch manager’s grief, while 
the spotting of secret previews can 
well occupy a large portion of the 
busy office head’s time. 

Another time killer are the trips 
to the studios that all exchange 
execs must make for discussions 
and arguments with studio heads 
over how their offices should be 
run, 

State rights and indie exchanges, 
each handling as many as a dozen 
smaller producing companies, have 
the same grief, multiplied by the 
number of accounts they represent. 


PHILLY COMPLAINTS 


Vincent Informs M. P. T. O. A. 
of Anticipated M-G Settlement 








Philadelphia, Sept. 28. 


Several film producers took a 
verbal drubbing last week when the 
M.P.T.O.A. of Eastern Pennsylva- 
nia, South Jersey and Delaware met 
at the Hotel Adelphia. Lewin Pizor, 
president. voiced a protest against 
Paramount on the case of Huckel- 
berry Finn’ and ‘Smiling Lieuten- 
ant’ and stated the group was en- 
gaged in seeking its legal status on 
the case. These pictures were an- 
nounced for last year’s schedule and 
then held over for the current con- 
tract. Organization contends the 
pictures were part of last year’s 
agreement with Paramount and 
that insistence that they be a part 
of the new product was unequitable. 

Jay Emanuel also raised a protest 
against the 50% charges on “Palmy 
Days’ and ‘Street Scene,’ both U.A. 
films. Organization has taken a de- 
cided stand against what it terms 
overcharging. 

Walter Vincent, head of the Wil- 
mer and Vincent chain, reported 
that nothing tangible had yet been 
accomplished in the new Metro re- 
lations, but that a solution was ex- 
pected. He also stated that the 
matter of score charged would soon 
be adjusted more to the satisfac- 
tion of the exhibitor, while the per- 
centage ratings, heretofore in the 
producers’ favor, would be adjusted 
to give the exhibitor a break. 


Special Film for Kids 


Nine Loew theatres in Greater 
New York start: playing a special 
Metro feature Saturday, Oct. 3, for 
one day only solely to attract chil- 
dren. The kiddie attraction is a 
12-chapter thriller called ‘Battling 
With Buffalo Bill.’ 

Tom Tyler plays Buffalo Bill. 











WB Pulls Picture on 


Preview Crowd’s ‘No’ 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 28. 
Warners last week decided to pull 
Clarence Darrow’s ‘Mystery of Life,’ 
out of the Davis, where it had been 
booked for this week, after getting 
the reaction of a preview audience 
at invitational Sunday showing. 
First time around here that a pre- 
view mob has ever determined a 
local booking. 








Relief Comm. for 


Filmdom Adjourns 





Increasing the personnel of the 
film industry without adding to its 
overhead is the problem of one com- 
mittee, including the heads of the 
big companies, named by Will Hays 
in the unemployment relief situ- 
ation. 

Group designated to relieve con- 
ditions within the industry itself 
adjourned at its first meeting when 
no one could answer the question, 
To what extent is the picture in- 
dustry figuring in the unemploy- 
ment situation? 

Efforts will be made to arrive at 
some figures which will estimate 
the number of ordinarily regularly 
employed picture people now job- 
less, Individual companies’ will 
then be called upon to hire as many 
of these people as possible, giving 
them the break over outsiders. 
People taken on, however, may have 
to split both the normal time and 
pay of one employe. 


31 Committees 


With the appointment of all major 
committees, including 31 through- 
out the country at as many ex- 
change centers, it is acknowledged 
that it would be foolish to issue one 
set of rules from headquarters. 
Hence, district committees have 
been instructed to use their own 
judgment. A Central Committee, 
personally presided over by Hays, 
will govern. 

As to other means of outside re- 
lief as accomplished by filmdom, it 
is officially stated that this will be 
the problem of each film company. 
No organization is expected to add 
to its present budget. Where the 
Five Friends Plan, introduced at 
Fox by Harley Clarke, may be feas- 
ible in that organization, another 





| company. 


To Find Out How Many Out of Work 


method may be chosen by another | 


TIGHTENS ON SALESMEN 


Par Holding Field Men Responsible 
for Proper Booking and Ads 








Paramount is tightening up on its 
film salesmen. With percentage 
booking, if not interested in aid- 
ing the exhib or the distrib to 
greater grosses, Par is stern in its 
feeling that salesmen must see to 
it that pictures are properly play- 
dated and advertised. 

Holding that under the new order 
of things a salesman now becomes 
a zone manager, Paramount will in 
future hold its portfolio carriers re- 
sponsible for not only selling the 
accounts but to see that they are 
properly booked and use the proper 
advertising. The salesmen have 
also been instructed to keep sales- 
men’s booking forms up to date 
each week with a complete checkup 
on this to be made during the fall 





More Resolutions 


Denver, Sept. 28. 
Resolution presented to the 
Protestant Episcopal Convention 
demands that congress establish a 
Federal Board to supervise films 
as rigidly as Federal Radio Com- 
mission supervises broadcasting. 





GOLDBERG WITH RKO 

Lou Goldberg is resigning from 
Publix to join RKO under Jack 
Hess. Date has not yet been given. 

Formerly handling publicity on 
Publix units, Goldberg more re- 
cently went to Buffalo to help open 
the Great Lakes as a Publix-Shea 
| house, 





Publix Gets Quick 


y 





Long and Loud 





Minneapolis, Sept. 28. 

Mrs. Robbins Gilman, local 
reformer and advocate of fed- 
eral film censorship, is sailing 
for Rome, where she will 
present the formal protest of 
the Citizen’s League of Mary- 
land for Better Motion Pic- 
tures against the membership 
of Carl E. Milliken, secretary 
of the MPPDA, on the board 
of the International Cinemato- 
graphic Institute of the League 
of Nationls. 

It’s the champ long distance 
squawk to date around here, 
and for Maryland at that. 











Jessel-Allen as 
Split Week Tops 
For Philly Nabe 


Philadelphia, Sept. 28. 

United Theatre Chain, Inc., in- 
dependent group, has announced the 
reopening Oct. 3 of Nixon's Grand, 
large neighborhood, as a vaudfilm 
house. 

Theatre will present second run 
Metro and Fox pictures while the 





Action on 


Dud Films Thru Booking Scheme 
Allowing Shift to Lesser Spots 


‘ ae 


A policy of utmost precaution to 
automatically protect against wider 
variation in the performance of pic- 
tures at the boxoffice, is being pur- 
sued by Publix under the most 
flexible booking regime in the in- 
dustry. It permits the immediate 
switching of pictures to lesser runs 
if they appear to be falling below 
expectations, or under quotas set in 
advance of playdating. 

The Publix booking department, 
under Leon Netter with direct ex- 
ecutive supervision by Sam Dem- 
bow, Jr., is also guarding itself and 


the theatres served by placing 
doubtful product to a test before 
setting playdates. This enables 


Publix to study the possibilities of 
certain pictures without taking the 
chance of a wholesale dive by sim- 
ultaneous dates all around the coun- 
try. 

During the past year, with sev- 
eral recent pictures affected, Publix 
has been forced to transfer product 
from deluxe runs down to class A 
first runs and from that to prefer- 
ential B houses. In some cases 
where the circuit is not crowded on 
product, and its representation is 
strong, certain pictures have got- 
ten last choice on runs where in 
other spots, with an antithesis of 
local situation existing, they have 
gotten A first runs. 





first stage headliner will be George 
Jessel. Lester Allen will follow 
Oct. 6. The Jessel-Allen combina- 
tion is the most formidable to ap- 
pear in a neighborhood house here 
in years, and indicates a campaign 
to put the theatre across. 

With Metro selling independently, 
as well as Fox, house stands in line 
for some good second-run films. 
First screen attraction is ‘Young As 
You Feel” (Fox). 

After the opening split week, 
house will have a weekly change 
policy. 





Fox Will Demonstrate 
Educational Films at Expo 


First public demonstration of Fox 
Visual Education films will take 
place at the 10th Annual Exposition 
of the Women’s Arts and Indus- 
tries to be held at the Astor hotel 
beginning tomorrow (30). Work is 
under the direction of Mrs. Grace 
Allen Bangs, director of Woman’s 
Bureau of .he Fox Educational 
Films Department. 

Demonstration is the first outside 
move made under Mrs. Bangs’ di- 
rection to interest women generally 
in the educational side of films. 





Paris Inventions 


Paris, Sept. 19. 

Young French scientist, Rene 
Nublat, claims a new sound re- 
cording device en film by means of 
a heated needle which permits an 
immediate playback without de- 
velopment of the film and also 
saves an approximate recording 
royalty of $1 per foot. Details 
will be made public shortly when 
the inventor gives a demonstra- 
tion. 

Another demonstration was 
given at the Ermitage des Champs 
Elysees for a process using lenses 
to enlarge normal film for a wide 
screen. Process, owned by the 
Natan company, is described as 
Hypergonor. Process consists of 
photographing by distorting lenses 
and using same lenses for screen- 
ing. 





Lund’s Elevation 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 28. 
Harold Lund, for years with the 
Ross Federal Checking Service here, 
has just been appointed gencral of- 
fice manager for the company with 
offices in Chicago. He leaves Pitts- 
burgh to take up his new duties 
next week. 
Lund is 26 and a graduate of 
Washington and Jefferson college. 








‘MURDER’ AT BROADWAY 


First Tiffany picture going into 
Moss’ Broadway will.be ‘Murder 





In the manner the reorganized 
Publix booking division is operated, 
it is possible to make transfers on 
pictures, not only of Publix’s own 
producer, Paramount, but of others, 
including Metro, Fox, etc., which 
are brands Publix nationally buys. 


Bookers’ Daily Reports 


Under the system daily reports 
on business come into the booking 
department and its bookers, giving 
an instant idea of how pictures are 
performing. If quotas, which Pub- 
lix through its division managers 
sets in advance of playdates, are 
not nearly approximated, it’s an im- 
mediate tip that the picture is a 
bad selection for the run involved, 
When this occurs, the picture is 
switched and bookings which have 
been laid out in advance are re- 


adjusted according to subsequent | 


runs for which it seems better 
fitted. 

Publix can cancel any picture 
which seems to be a bust, but in 
doing this it would saddle itself 
with a heavy obligation. The next 
best step, to the way of Publix 
thinking, is different spotting with 
no time lost on doing that if it ap- 
pears it’s essential to boxoffice pro- 
tection, 

Frequently a picture getting its 
first showing at the New York and 
Brooklyn Paramounts is dated in 
various other spots, including de- 
luxe operations. While Publix can- 
not always judge national possibil- 
ities on the strength of New York 
and Brooklyn grosses, if the figures 
are down sharply in those two spots 
it acts as a warning for other spots 
of similar importance, In such 
cases, Publix immediately tries out 
the picture in first runs in medium- 
sized towns as well as possibly in 
a small town to get a line on its 
other potentiaties. 

Product regarded unanimously by 
Publix and its -bookers as surefire 
is ordinarily set immediately for the 
entire chain. It happens now and 
then that the ‘jury has to be sent 
out,” as Publix denominates the 
practice, 





Mrs. Rockne on Air 
For Notre Dame Film 


Mrs. Knute Rockne will talk from 
Chicago on the Oct. 9 RKO hour 
which will be devoted to exploiting 
Universal's ‘Spirit of Notre Dame 
booked by the RKO circuit. Picture 
opens the same evening at the 
State-Lake, Chicago, prior to na<« 
tional release, 

Another name tentatively set for 
the broadcast is Grantland Rice, 
who probably will introduce Mrs, 
Rockne. 

Zalance of the program will 
emanate as usual from the New 
York NBC studio, with the widow 





At Midnight.” Set for Oct. 3. 


hooked in from Chi. 
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Pardon Us’ No Apology at State, 
L. A. with Sweet $26,000; ‘Mad 
Too Slow at Par with $14,000 


—_— —_—-—__- 


T.os Angeles, Sept. 28, 
‘Pardon Us,’ Laurel and Hardy's 
first feature, is topping the town at 
Loew’s State, with over $26,000 this 
week. Swell takin’s these days for 
this house. Everything else is in 


a lull save for the strong pace ot 
‘Monkey Business’ at the U. A. with 
$18,000 following an under $29,000 
opening week. 

‘Devotion’ with $10,000 on its sec- 
ond week at Carthay, will give ’way 
soon to ‘The Guardsman’ (M-G) at 
this rate. ‘Merely Mary Ann,’ day- 
dating the Chinese and Criterion, 
with $14,000° between ’em, must also 
make way for ‘Yellow Ticket,’ an- 
other Fox, shortly. 

‘Mad Parade’ is very slow at the 
Par with under $14,000, and ‘Side 
Show,’ day-dating both Warner 
houses, is no stampede at the box 
office with less than $20,000 between 
both sites. 

‘Rebound’ is sending the RKO 
plenty up with a $14,000 pace. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (Fox) (1,500; 50- 
$1.50). ‘Devotion’ (Pathe) (2d week) 
and presentation band. Holding 
nicely at $10,000; opening week un- 
der $15,000. ‘The Guardsman’ (M-G) 
pencilled in. 

Chinese (Fox) (2,028; 50-75). 
‘Mary Ann’ (Fox) (2d week). Never 
got started with under $8,000 on 
the opener and around $5,000 on 
the holdover, ‘Yellow Ticket’ (Fox) 
pencilled in. 

Criterion (Fox) (1,600; 35-65). 
“Mary Ann’ (Fox) (2d week). Did 
better here with $15,000 on the first 
week, but down sharply to $9,000. 

Orpheum (2,270; 25-50). ‘East of 
Borneo’ (U) (2d-final week. Around 
$11,000 on the opener and $7,000 on 
the holdover. ‘Bad Company’ (RKO- 
Pathe) next. 

Pantages (Fox) (2,700; 20-40-65- 
90). ‘American Tragedy’ (Par.) and 
stage show. At $8,000 one of house’s 
poorest weeks. Strong over-$12,000 
for ‘Sporting Blood’ (M-G) last 
week. 

Paramount (Publix) (3,595; 25- 
75). ‘Mad Parade’ (Par.) and stage 
show. No b.o. parade with $14,000, 
poor. Last week ‘My Sin’ (Par.) 
under $18,000; ‘24 Hours’ (Par.) next 
and final feature under Publix op- 
eration; Harold B. Franklin then 
taking the house over Oct. 8. 

RKO (2,950; 30-65). ‘Rebound’ 
(Pathe) and vaude. Upping to $14,- 
000, okay. Last week $11,200 for 
‘High Stakes’ (Radio). 

State (Loe\-Fox) (2,024; 35-$1). 
“Pardon Us’ (M-G) and stage show. 
Laurel:and Hardy aiming over $26,- 
000, big. Last week ‘The Spider’ 
(Fox), over $20,000, weak. 

United Artists (Pub-UA) (2,100; 
35-$1). ‘Monkey Business’ (Par.) 
(24 week). Almost -$29,000 nifty on 
the opener and $18,000 not bad this 
week on holdover; one more week, 
which winds up the Publix direction 
here, too, and then Hughes-Frank- 
lin assume control. ‘Palmy Days’ 
(UA) next is regarded a duplica- 
tion of bad booking as when ‘Ameri- 
can Tragedy’ followed ‘Street Scene.’ 

Wilshire (Fox) (2,296; 35-60). 
‘Guilty Hands’ (M-G). Near $5,600, 
okay; this house is one of the cir- 
cuit’s most consistent money get- 
ters, between $5,000 and $6,000 
weekly. Last week ‘American Trag- 
edy’ (Par.) off at under $4,000. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-50). 
‘Side Show’ (WB). No wow at un- 
der $9,000. Last week ‘The Bargain’ 
(FN) same at under $9,000. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 35-50). 
‘Side Show’ (WB). Ditto comment 
with under $10,000 here. Last week, 
‘Bargain,’ $9,300. 


No Big Uns in Seattle; 
‘Brat’ Pursues $11,500 


Portland, Ore., Sept. 28. 
(Drawing Population, 400,000) 

Local business seems always on 
the verge of crashing into the big 
money and then is held up by warm 
weather, nite football, last-minute 
changes in exhibiting plans, and 
confusion in exploitation. 

Fox Broadway started clicking 
this week with ‘Monkey Business,’ 
but failed to do well last week after 
putting in ‘The Squaw Man’ the last 
minute. 

Orpheum holding its second anni- 
versary this week with ‘Fifty Fath- 
oms Deep. Biz in this house off of 
recent weeks. 

No current legit opposish. Duf- 
win has road shows booked ahead, 
but legit stock has failed to get 
started so far. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (F WC) (3,500; 25-60), 
‘The Brat’ (fox) and unit. Getting 
over okay for around $11,500. Last 
week ‘Pardon Us’ (M-G) $12,500. 

Broadway (Fox-Portland) (2,000; 











NEWARK OK THIS WEEK, 
$17,000 FOR ‘HAMILTON’ 


Newark, Sept. 28. 

(Drawing Population, 850,000) 
Al Jolson, here in a show for the 
first time in six years, may take 
some of the cream off, but film 
business looks good this week. 
Last week the ole debil heat 
stopped some grosses from being 
better. 

Estimates for This Week 
Branford (WB) (2,966; 20-35-50) 
‘The Spider’ (Fox). Not strong at 
$11,000. Last week ‘Mary Ann’ 
(Fox) fair at $13,500. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-85) 
‘Side Show’ (WB) and ‘Caught’ 
(Par). Will do well with over 
$5,000. Last week ‘The Brat’ (Fox) 
and ‘Murder by Clock’ (Par) fair 
at $4,700. 

Little (Fine Arts Theatre) (299; 
30-60) ‘Mystery of Life.’ Hopeful 
of $1,800. Last week, second of 
‘Private Secretary’ (German made), 
good at over $1,200. 

Loew’s State 2,780; 30-50) 
‘Huckleberry Finn’ (Par) and 
vaude. A fair 14,000. Last week 
‘Pardon Us’ (M-G) fine at nearly 
$17,000; Polly Moran on stage. 
Mosque (WB) (3,281; 35-50) 
‘Alexander Hamilton’ (WB). Open- 
ing even better than ‘Five Star 
Final’; should grab over $17,000. 
Last week ‘Final’ (WB) fine at 
$17,500. 

Newark (Adams-Par) (2,248: 15- 
35-50) ‘Silence’ (Par) and vaude. 
Indicates over nice $15,000. Last 
week ‘My Sin’ (Par) all right at 
$14,400. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,200: 25-40- 
50-60) ‘Bad Company’ (Pathe) and 
vaude. Helen Twelvetrees means 
much here and Wee Willie Robyn 
in person should draw radio fans, 
$18,000. Last week ‘Confessions of 
Co-ed’ (Par) did a good $17,000, 
credited to vaude., 

Terminal (Fox) (1,900; 25-35) 
‘Bad Girl’ (Fox). Second run be- 
ing hurt by lack of protection, 
$4,500. Last week ‘Young As You 
Feel (Fox) weak at $4,000. 


‘PHANTOM’ FAIR ON 
$36,000 AT FRISCO FOX 


San Francisco, Sept. 28. 

Several days of midsummer 
weather kept a flock of potential 
customers away from the film 
houses last week, but there’s cheer 
in the possibility of improvement 
for the current stanza. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (5,000; 35-60), ‘Phantom of 
Paris’ (M-G) and _ stage show. 
Looks like fair week and John Gil- 
bert may pull $36,000. Last week 
‘Squaw Man’ (M-G) $384,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) 2,844: 39-40- 
65), ‘Runaround’ (Radio) and vaude. 
Poor and probably will droop to 
$12,000. Last week ‘Woman of Ex- 
perience’ (Pathe) $14,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,270; 25-35- 
50). ‘East of Borneo’ (U). Weak 
$9,000. Last week ‘Caught Plastered’ 
(Radio), with Wheeler and Woolsey 
personals over the week-end, $11,500. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,700; 35-50). 
‘Monkey Business’ (Par). Second 
week will hit around $15,000, nice. 
Follows a $19,000 first week. 

United Artists (1,200; 25-40-60), 
‘Street Scene’ (UA). Teed off with 
$1.50 premiere and looks a cinch for 
$12,000, swell. Third and final week 
of ‘Indiscreet’ (UA) was $7,000. 

Warfield (Fox) (2,672; 35-50-60), 
‘Pardon Us’ (M-G) and stage show. 
Due for a big week and maybe 
$26,000, aided by stage. Last week 
‘The Spider’ (Fox) a good $20,000. 

Warners (1,365; 25-35-50-60), 
‘Side Show’ (WB). With Winnie 
Lightner and ’way low at $5,500. 
Last week ‘Last Flight’ (FN), drew 
meagre $8,500. 











Likely to get good $10,500. Last 
week ‘Squaw Man’ (M-G) poorly 
exploited due to rush _ booking; 
$7,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,000: 25-60), 
‘Fifty Fathoms Deep’ (Col) and 
vaude. Anniversary and likely 
$10,000. Last week ‘Caught Plas- 
tered’ (Radio) clicked for $12,200. 

United Artists (Fox-Portland) 
(1,200; 25-60), ‘Pagan Lady’ (Col). 
Poor on $5,000. Last week ‘Ameri- 
can Tragedy’ (Par) failed to sell in 
a big way, but $9,000 in 10 days and 
not bad. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (2,000; 25- 
35), ‘Side Show’ (WB). Getting 
across fairly with $5,500, Last week 
‘Alexander Hamilton’ (WB) got 





25-60), ‘Monkey Business’ (Par). 


$12,900 in 11 days, oke. 


$13,500 MARKS ‘ANN’ 


Good in  Birmingham—$3,400 for 
‘Scene’ Also Nice at Strand 








Birmingham, Sept. 28. 

(Drawing Population, 325,000) 

‘Merely Mary Ann’ will draw the 
stencs and boy friends while ‘Street 
Scene’ will take the highbrows this 
week. Things oughta get back to 
normal, 

Estimates for This Week 

Alabama (Publix) (2,800; 25-35- 
60)—‘Mary Ann’ (Fox), and vaude. 
Should do some great business with 
vaude; $13,500. Last week ‘Monkey 
Business’ (Par) rolled ’em with 
laughs but hot weather and base- 
ball hurt; $12,000. 

Ritz (RKO) (1,600; 25-40)—‘Bad 
Company’ (Pathe) and ‘Rebound’ 
(Pathe) split. When split weeks 
are announced, a sure sign for a 
light week, $2,900. Last week ‘East 
of Borneo’ (U) a fair $3,500. 

Strand (BTAC) (800; 25-40)— 
‘Street Scene’ (UA). Best week 
since reopening, $3,400. Last week 
‘Maltese Falcon’ (WB) sickly, $2,- 
700. 

Galax (BTAC) (500; 15-25)—‘Men 
Call It Love’ (M-G). Around $800. 
Last week ‘Secret Call’ (Par) to 
neat $900. 

Temple (Indie) (2,650; 15-20)— 
‘Sinner’s Holiday’ (WB), and 
‘Everything’s Rosie’ (Radio), split. 
Pretty good at $1,100. Last week 
‘Ex-Bad Boy’ (U) and ‘Sit Tight’ 
(WB) oke on $1,000. 


Young’ Old in Reaching 
K. C., But Pushing $20,000 


Kansas City, Sept. 28. 

Theatres have about everything 
they want this week, and with the 
weather crisp matters are bright. 

‘Young As You Feel’ will likely 
top everything as the Oklahoma 
comic is surefire here, although pic- 
ture has already been shown in all 
surrounding territory. Last week 
was a disappointment all around. 
Weather was unsettled and early 
evening rains kept right business 
down. With all residentials closed 
on account of union trouble, the 
downtown first runs may benefit 
some, although managers are not 
counting much on this angle. 

Starting this week the Plaza, one 
of the most fashionable suburbans, 
is permitting smoking in the bal- 
cony. Innovation is made at the 
request of patrons, mostly women. 


Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s Midland (4,000; 25-50) — 
‘Phantom of Paris’ (M-G). Will 
probably get around fair $15,000. 
Last week ‘Guilty Hands’ (M-G) 
$11,000; thin. 

Mainstreet (3,200; 25-35-50-60)— 
‘Young As You Feel’ (Fox) and 
vaude. Close to $20,000, pleasant. 
Last week ‘Caught Plastered’ (Ra- 
dio) $17,000, not bad. 

Newman (1,890; 25-35-50)—My 
Sin’ (Par). Although Tallulah 
Bankhead has no punch here, Fred- 
eric March liked by femmes and 
will help; about fair $8,000. Last 
week ‘Monkey Business’ (Par) one 
of best weeks house has enjoyed, 
$16,000; picture sent to Liberty to 
continue, 

Liberty (1,000; 25-50)—‘Monkey 
Business’ (Par). With the 25-cent 
price all day week will probably 
show $6,000. Last week ‘Last Flight’ 
(FN) $5,000. 


‘Smart Woman’ $6,000- 
Prov., Maj.’s Duo $13,000 


Providence, Sept. 28. 

(Drawing Population, 315,000) 

Majestic will lead by a comfort- 
able margin this week. House has 
twin-features headed by ‘Star Wit- 
ness,’ virtually responsible for the 
business, 

‘Monkey Business’ is on a hold- 
over at the Paramount. 

Estimates for This Week 

Majestic (Fay) 2,200; 15-50) ‘Star 
Witness’ (WB) and ‘The Bargain’ 
(FN). Getting most of the biz, for- 
mer feature doing it; will easily hit 
$13,000. Last week ‘The Spider’ 
(Fox) and ‘Young As You Feei’ 
(Fox) lucky to reach $10,500. 

Loew’s State (3,500; 20-50-75) 
‘Sidewalks of New York’ (Par). No 
strength at all; house hopes for 
$9,500 at best. Last week ‘Phantom 
of Paris’ (M-G) trifle better than 
usual John Gilbert talkers, $12,000 
fair. 

Paramount (2,200; 15-50) ‘Monkey 
Business’ (Par). Strong build up 
responsible for keeping this one 
second week; petering and will hit 
around $7,000. Last week $14,000, 
fine. 

Albee (RKO) (2,500; 15-50) ‘Smart 
Woman’ (Pathe). For a class fea- 
ture doing well considering opposi- 
tion; probably won't go over $6,000. 
Last week ‘Homicide Squad’ (U). 
helped by good ballyhoo, $8,000. 

Victory (RKO) (1,600; 10-35) 
‘Sherlock Holmes’ Fatal Houz’ 
(English made). Fair, house play- 
ing up cut in prices; possibly $3,- 
000. Last week ‘Big Gamble’ 
(Pathe) $2,300. 

Fays (1,600; 15-50) ‘I Like Your 
Nerve’ (FN) and vaude. Between 
giving away of live rabbits at morn- 
ing performances and strong stage 




















show, nice at $6,500. 
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Philly's Film Scarcity 





Hurting WB Houses—Boyd and Aldine May Not 
Reopen—‘“Modern Age’ Fair, $34,000 





‘LAW’ PACING MONT’L 
AT FAST $15,000 RATE 


Montreal, Sept. 28. 
(Drawing Population, 600,000) 

Constance Bennett, surefire here, 
and the absence of outside attrac- 
tions should jump the Palace, which 
will top this week at around $15,000 
on ‘Common Law.’ His Majesty’s 
(legit) has ‘As You Desire Me’ and 
will mainly get the literati. 

Capitol and Imperial splitting 
their brace of pictures with a Brit- 
ish flicker in each case, Princess 
holds over ‘Street Scene’ and will 
not furnish much competition. Or- 
pheum is out, and Passion Play 
ended Saturday, releasing more 
money for main stems, Nabes are 
in good shape except, perhaps, in 
the east end of town. 

Estimates for This Week 

His Majesty’s (CT) (1,600; 50- 
2.50), ‘As You Desire Me’ (legit). 
Good press but not an awful lot of 
biz; maybe _ $6,000. Last week 
‘Merrie England’ (musical) around 
$9,000. 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 75), ‘Common 
Law’ (Pathe). Should wow with 
Constance Bennett; $15,000 prob- 
able minimum. Last week ‘Bad Girl’ 
(Fox) had good week, though hurt 
by hot weather; $12,000. *: 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 60), ‘Millie 
(Radio) and ‘W Plan’ (British). 
Should get by for around $9,000. 
Last week ‘Sporting Blood’ (M-G) 
and ‘Rebound’ (Pathe) reasonably 
well, $9,000. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 35-60), ‘Great 


Lover’ (M-G) and vaude. About 
fair $12,000. Last week ‘Guilty 
Hands’ (M-G) same figure. 

Princess (CT) (1,600; 385-60), 


‘Street Scene’ (UA). First week oke 
on $8,000 and held over for seven 
days, which may realize $6,500. 
imperial (FP) (1,900; 25-40), 
‘White Shoulders’ (Col) and ‘Should 
a Doctor Tell’ (British). House 
looking up a little; may reach $3,- 
500. Last week ‘She Got What She 
Wanted’ (Tiff) and ‘The Avenger 
(Col) $2,800. + 
Cinema de Paris (Ind) (600; 25- 
50), ‘Maison Jaune de Rio’ (French). 
About $1,500. Last week ‘Passport 
13444’ (French) around $1,800. 


Moderate Films, but 
It’s Cool in Cincy; 
‘India’ Sniffs $25,000 


Cincinnati, Sept. 28. 

(Drawing Population, 700,000) 

Tingling days offsetting generally 
lightweight films this week. Albee 
especially strong and grosses all 
around will maintain or beat good 
level established with last week’s 
good pictures but torrid waves, 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 75) ‘Son of 
India’ (M-G) and Vaude. An easy- 
going $25,000. Last week ‘Broad 
Minded’ (FN), $22,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,700; 30-50) 
‘Street Scene’ (UA). Critics huz- 
zahed with popularity of Beulah 
Bondi. Former local stock gal an 
aid; nice $18,500. Last week ‘Mon- 
key Business’ (Par) whipped off 
$23,000. 

Capitol (RKO) 2,000; 30-50) ‘Per- 
sonal Maid’ (Par). More like some- 
thing from Grimm, reviewers 
thought, but still hearing $12,500 
click, best in some time. Last week 
‘Star Witness’ (WB), $11,000. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,350; 30-50) ‘East 
of Borneo’ (U). Wild life oked by 
folk for $11,500. Last week ‘Trans- 
atlantic’ (Fox) same total. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,610; 25-40) 

Aimed for 


‘Big Gamble’ (Pathe). 
Last week ‘Pagan 








weak $4,500. 
Lady’ (Col) slowed to $5,000. 
Strand (RKO) (15-35) ‘Fifty 
Fathoms Deep’ (Col). House satis- 
fied with $4,500. Last week ‘Mary 
Ann’ (Fox), second-run, $4,700. 
Grand (Erlanger) (1,600; 35-50) 
‘Salvation Nell.’ Rumble seating 


with $2,500. Last week ‘Merry 
Wives of Windsor,’ $3,500. 

Family (RKO) (1,140: 15-30) 
‘Sherlock Holmes’ Fatal Hour’ 


(Standard) and ‘Night Life in 
Reno’ (Standard) split to $3,800. 
Last week ‘Alias Badman’ (Tiff) 
and ‘Mother’s Millions’ (U), $3,200. 








Berg with Commercial 


Harold Berg, former Metropolitan 
newspaper contact man for Loew’s, 
is now ad mer. of the Protex Health 
Corp., subsid of Kotex. 

Berg started on his new job yes- 
terday (28), succeeding Edward J. 
Hollingsworth who has been elevat- 
ed to the vice presidency of the 





Protex concern, 


a 





Philadelphia, Sept. 28, 
Film scarcity is getting more ang 
more serious for the Stanley- War. 
ner outfit here every day. One re< 
sult is likely to be that the Boya 


and Aldine, both deluxe Chestnut 
Street houses, and the former quite 
new, will not reopen at all this sea. 
son. 

Boyd was scheduled to relight 
around Labor day with ‘Bought? 
but that picture went to the Mast- 
baum. The Aldine was reported 
opening about Oct. 1 with ‘Alexan. 
der Hamilton’ and this feature hag 
now been set for the Stanley. 

Another evidence of the seriouge 
ness of the situation is to be found 
in the holding over of both current 
Stanton and Stanley pictures for 
second weeks. Former has ‘East of 
Borneo’ and latter, ‘Waterloo 
Bridge.’ Neither showed any partice 
ular strength last week, but the Se 
W people couldn’t find substitutes 
Same might be said of the Karlton, 
where ‘Bought,’ although fairly sate 
isfactory on business, hardly rated 
continuance. 

The Mastbaum is also having itg 
troubles, even though S-W pcople 
are saving their best pictures for 
this big house. ‘Monkey Businesg® 
last week around $37,000. Nosedived 
half-way through after being near 
a $43,000 pace. 

Boys along film row figure that 
Metro hasn’t been so wise in the 
choice of first pictures for Keith’s, 
“Street Scene,” artistic enough, but 
called too somber for intensely hot 
weather, and ‘Phantom of Parig* 
deemed a poor successor locally. 

This week’s prospects in general 
are not so hot, even though the 
weather is more seasonabie. ‘Thig 
Modern Age,’ at the Mastbaum, ig 
the most promising, although nos« 
tices were not glowing and word-ofe 
mouth is not likely to help. Probe 
able $34,000 or slightly better. 

Lack of stage shows undoubtedly 
hurting. ‘The Brat’ doesn’t look 
very strong at the Fox either. Othe 
ers seem bound to trail with red ink 
necessary. 

Estimates for This Week 

Mastbaum (4,800; 35-50-75) —- 
‘Modern Age’ (M-G). Joan Crawe 
ford following should help, although 
reviews considered under her stande 
ard: $34,000 likely. Last week 
‘Monkey Business’ (Par) started 
strong then socked by heat; claimed 
$37,000. 

Stanley (3,700; 35-50-75) —“‘Waters 
loo Bridge’ (U). Held for second 
week, not because of strength but 
on account of scarcity of pictures;' 
lucky if it hits $10,000 after last 
week's $16,600. 

Fox (3,000; 35-50-75)—‘The Brat? 
(Fox), and stage show. Won't hold 
up to recent house average, $23,000. 
Maybe. Last week ‘Mary Ann 
(Fox) about $28,000 in second week, 
good. 

Keith’s (1,800; 35-50-75)—‘Phane« 
tom of Paris’ (M-G). Figured un« 
wise second picture under new 
Metro management for house; $13,< 
500. Last week ‘Street Scene’ (UA), 
$10,000 in second week. 

Earle (2,000; 25-65)—‘Pagan Lady* 
(Col). May get something on hint 
of sensationalism; but not more 
than $16,060. Last week ‘Personal 
Maid’ (Par) around $17,000; house 
definitely suffering from lack of 
vaude. 

Stanton (1,700; 35-65)—‘East of 
Borneo’ (U). Held in but didn’t de- 
serve it. $9,500 last week. Not 
over $7,000 this week. P 

Kariton (1,000; 50)—‘Bought 
(WB). Another holdover due to 
scarcity of films; not more than 
$4,500 indicated after last weeks 
$6,500; film previously at Mastbaum, 

Arcadia (600; 50)—‘Night Life in 
Reno’ (Art-Class). States’ rights 
booking here aiso refiects film fame 
ine situation; trifle over $2,000. 
Last week ‘Caught’ (Par) $2,700. 


Orph $4,500—Tacoma 


He 
- 





Tacoma, Sept. 
(Drawing population, 125,000) | 
‘Bad Girl,’ at the Rialto, isn't 80 
bad and the Orpheum is also [alr 
Western Washington annual fait 
near here keeps some folks awaye 
Estimates for This Week : 
Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 25-60) 
‘Big Gamble’ (Pathe) and ‘Smart 
Women’ (Radio). Split week and 
fair gross in sight at $4,500 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (600 
50) ‘Side Show’ (WB). May @o 
$2,000. Last week ‘Hamilton’ « WB) 
big at $3,000. 
Rialto (Fox) (1,200: 25-50) “Bad 


Me 


Girl’ (Fox). Good and headi for 
$3,700. . 
Milne Writing 
Peter Milne, formerly assistant 
scenario editor for Radiv’s caster 
office, handed a new contract. Hes 


to write. : 
Milne departed for Hollywood last 





week, 








— eadlelled Ledvho-nh—ae-n- Bl: 


~sA. * 


_-— =. a | 


so tek) 6 L) ont PR OT 


a a Gh a a 








31 





Not 


t. 28, 
re ang 
-~Ware 
ne re« 
Boyd 
estnut 


' quite 
S S@a<- 


elight 
ught,’ 
Maste 
ported 
lexane- 


re hag 


rious« 
found 
urrent 
‘Ss for 
ASt of 
terlog 
particg 
the Se 
ituteg, 
irlton, 
y sate 
rated 


ng its 
people 
‘s for 
sinesg’ 
dived 
, near 


> that 
n the 
eith’s, 
h, but 
ly hot 
Parigs® 
lly. 

eneral 
h the 
‘This 
im, ig 
h now 
“d-ofe 
Probe 


r. 
btedly 
look 
Othe 
2d ink 


-75)—w- 
crawe 
hough 
‘tande 

week 
tarted 
aimed 


vatere 
econd 
h but 
tures;' 
r last 


Brat’ 


house 
ck of 


ist of 
it dee 
Not 


pught® 
ue to 

than 
veek's 
baum, 
ife in 
rights 

fame 
$2 000. 
00. i 





na | 


28. 
0) 
n't so 
» fair. 

fair 
vay. J 
_* 
5-60) 
smart 
< and 


38 
(WB) 


“Bad 
for 


tant 
tern 
lie 8 


a jast 





Tuesday, September 29, 1931 


PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 9 








‘Monkey Biz, McVicker’s, $39,000; 
‘Squaw Man, Roosevelt, $20,000: 
Oriental $27,000 on Maid, Light 








Chicago, Sept. 28. 
First kiss of winter is counted 
upon to vibrate things theatrical 
around town this week Neighbor- 


hoods reported their first pick-up 
in months. Loop, which for the 
last fortnight has been taking 


things easy, is expected to unravel 
itself currently. This in spite of 
a lineup of only so-so films. 

Big wallop is ‘Monkey Business,’ 
which gqt away Saturday. ‘Pard_n 
Us,’ now postponed for the fourth 
time from the Roosevelt, was with- 
drawn at the last minute when the 
Marxes went into McVicker’s around 
the corner because B. & K. didn’t 
want two comedies playing against 
each other. Besides which B. & K. 
is evidently not completely sold on 
this picture's ability at the boxof- 
fice and keeps putting off the open- 
ing date until forced to spot it. 

Snip, Snip, Snip! 

‘Dreyfus Case’ after a satisfying 
week is continuing the good work 
at the boxoffice and looks set for 
a pleasant holdover. ‘Women Go 
on Forever,’ originally slated to fol- 
low ‘Dreyfus,’ appears tied up in- 
definitely because of censor board 
entanglements, with possibilities of 
being kept entirely out of town. 
Board is demanding a flock of cuts 
besides slapping on a ‘pink,’ but ex- 
change realizes that the great num- 
ber of cuts insisted on will ruin the 
flicker. 

‘Street Sceno’ will make it four 
full weeks at the United Artists to 
finish a sweet stay. Could have 
scraped through for a few extra 
days, but U.A. is getting anxious 
for release of ‘Palmy Days.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (Publix-B.&K.) (4,000; 
60-75-85), ‘My Sin’ (Par) and stage 
show. Will pick the house up 
somewhat, but being held back by 
flabby notices; to $40,000 on the 
title. ‘Last Flight’ (FN) last week 
for the class trade at fair $39,200. 

McVicker’s (Publix-B.&K.) (2,200; 
50-75-85), ‘Monkey Business’ (Par). 
Socko of the weeko; will ring all 
bells for $39,000. Last week ‘Star 
Witness’ (WB) slid rapidly after a 
fair start; quit in 10 days to weak 


$22,200. 

Oriental (Publix-B.&K.) (3,200; 
60-75-85), ‘Personal Maid’ (Par) 
and stage show. Not much hope 


at $27,000. Last week ‘Confessions 
of Co-ed’ (Par) $28,200; house still 
a problem. 

Palace (RKO) (2,700; 50-75-85), 
‘Big Gamble’ (Pathe) and vaude. 
Nothing to attract the mobs this 
week and will dip to $21,000, one 
of the poorer weeks; house's steady 
patronage holding the gross. Last 
week ‘Runaround’ (Radio) helped 
to good $24,800. 

Roosevelt (Publix-B.&K.) (1,500; 
50-75-89) ‘Squaw Man’ (M-G). 
Femme draw looks capable of keep- 
ing pace at this small house to 
20,000 for opener week: Warner 
Baxter femme fav locally. Last 
week ‘Bought’ (WB) on holdover 
made good at $14,800. 

State-Lake (RKO) (2,700; 50-75- 
85), ‘East of Borneo’ (U). Antici- 
pates fair $19,000. Last week 
‘Caught Plastered’ (Radio) just 10 
days for an erratic $19,900. 

United Artists (Publix-UA) (1,700; 
§0-75-85), ‘Street Scene’ (UA) (4th 
week). Good month's run to make 
everybody happy; last stanza to 
neat $11,000 after corralling $16,200 
for third week. ‘Palmy Days’ (UA) 
opening Saturday (3). 

Wood (Jones) (1,200; 50-75-85), 
‘Dreyfus Case’ (Col). After satis- 
fying first week at $12,100, continu- 
ing nicely to indicated $7,000 cur- 
rently. ‘Murder at Midnight’ (Tiff) 
next 


COLUMBUS PALACE GETS 
PEEK AT HIGH $29,000 


Columbus, Sept. 28. 
(Drawing Population, 475,000) 

Ohio State and plenty other uni- 
versities in town reopened and 
funds are on hand this week from 
the studes. Welcome news to all 
theatres. 

Palace and Ohio are in hot battle 
for biz this week. ‘Monkey Busi- 
ness’ and Bill Robinson the Palace 
bill, and Polly Moran at the Loew 
house with ‘Phantom of Paris.’ 
Palace thinks it has a great chance 
for $29,000 and maybe $39,000 for 
a new top. 

Estimates for This Week 
; Palace (RKO) (3,000; 25-50)— 
Monkey Business’ (Par) and vaude. 

OSSibly $29,000 for a new high, 
Smash. Last week, ‘Personal Maid’ 
(Par) off to $13,000. 
ohio (Loew-UA) (3,074; 25-50)— 
Phantom of Paris’ (M-G) and unit. 
anne seems on way to good $18,000. 
(oe week ‘Daughter of Dragon’ 

ar) not so hot around $11,000. 

Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500; 25-50) 
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INDIANAPOLIS BRIGHTENS 


‘Last Flight’ Showing $16,000 Speed 
—‘Skyline’ Okay on $9,500 
Indianapolis, Sept. 28. 

Pictures deemed just fair this 
week but indications are for a good 
week. Theatres had to run in com- 
petition with a charity baseball 
doubleheader and formal dedica- 
tion of the Indianapolis municipal 
airport. 

Estimates for This Week 

Indiana (Publix) (3,300; 25-35- 
50) ‘Last Flight’ (FN). Started 
well and should reap around 
$16,000. 

Lyric (Fourth Ave.) (2,600; 25- 
35-50) ‘Skyline’ (Fox) and Vaude. 
Maybe $9,500, good enough. 

Ohio (Publix) (1,100; 15-25) 
‘Bought’ (WB). Replay from In- 
diana and should do about $1,500. 

Circle (Publix) (2,800; 25-35-50) 
‘Rebound’ (Pathe). Will get past 
$6,000 mark; Gene Dennis on stage 
for second week. 


Loew’s Palace (2,800; 25-35-50) 
‘Squaw Man’ (M-G). Expects 


$6,500, good. 

Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,400; 25- 
85-50) ‘Sideshow’ (WB). Lightner 
appeal oke and around $4,000. 


Final’ Pushing $21,000; 
Stage Aids ‘Sin, $22,000 


Baitimore, Sept. 28. 

The Métro, United Artists, Para- 
mount row with the neighborhood 
exhibs seems to be clearing up 
somewhat with some exhibs desert- 
ing the boycott. Argument was 
over preferred playing dates. 

Cool weather seems definitely 
here, good news to several houses 
without coolers and particularly the 
combo Hipp. The ‘Post’ is the first 
local paper to shift weekly theatre 
section from Monday to Friday to 
conform with the Loew Century and 








Valencia’s new Friday opening 
schedule. The New may follow 
suit. 


Raquel Torres in person is shar- 
ing the big space with ‘My Sin’ in 
the Century ads this week, but the 
edge will probably go to Stanley 
with ‘Five Star Final.’ 

Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew-UA) (3,200; 25- 
60), ‘My Sin’ (Par) and stage show. 
Bankhead still dubious b. o. here, 
but title attracting and stage aid- 
ing; looks good around $22,000. 
‘Last Flight’ (FN) last week sur- 
prised, with Helen Kane held over 
on stage; $23,000. 

Stanley (Loew, Stanley-Crandall) 
(3,600; 25-60), ‘Five Star Final’ 
(WB). Popularity of Robinson and 
strength of film looked to _ get 
$21,000. Last week ‘Muncy Busi- 
ness’ (Par), while hardly up to ex- 
pectations was okay, particularly 
nights; good but not remarkable 
$21,000. 

Valencia (Loew-UA) (1,500; 25- 
35), ‘Street Scene’ (UA). Seems a 
zood average week, $3,500. Last 
week ‘Modern Age’ (M-G) an indif- 
ferent $2,900. 

Parkway (Loew-UA) (1,000; 25- 
35), ‘Street Scene’ (UA). Oke near 
$4,100. Last week ‘Modern Age’ 
(M-G) failed to reach house aver- 
age, $3,600. 

Rivoli (Wilson Amuse. Co.) (2,100: 
25-60), ‘Broadminded’ (WB). Should 
see a good $8,500. Last week ‘Re- 
bound’ (Pathe) pleased the high- 
brows and pretty good at $7,000. 

Keith’s (Schanbergers) (2,500; 
25-50), ‘Daughter of Dragon’ (Par). 
Fair on $8,500. Last week ‘Water- 
loo Bridge’ (U) $7,500. 

Auditorium (Schanbergers) (1,500; 
25-50), ‘Voice of Israel.’ Should get 
good racial intake and maybe $6,500. 
Last week ‘Alexander Hamilton’ 
(WB) not much at about $5,000. 


Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,500; 
25-50), ‘Men Are Like That’ and 
vaude. Maybe a good $11,000. Last 


week ‘The Brat’ (Fox) off on ac- 
count of weather: $9,500. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 25-50) 
‘Wicked’ (Fox). Title an asset and 
fair near $7,500. Last week ‘The 
Spider’ (Fox) satisfactory, $8,000. 





—‘Bad Girl’ (Fox). Hot competish 
of stage show houses will hurt here 
but can build to $11,000 if heavy 
word-of-mouthed. Last week ‘Mary 
Ann’ (Fox) nice enough at $9,700. 

Grand (Neth) (1,100; 25-50)—‘The 
sargain’ (FN)). Not over $2,800, 
poor. Last week plenty low with 
‘Last Flight’ (FN) at $2,900. " 

Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 16-25)— 
‘Big Gamble’ (Pathe), and ‘Salva- 
tion Nell.’ Hardly better than $2,- 
000. Last week ‘Rebound’ (Pathe) 
and ‘Murder at Midnight’ little bet- 
ter at $2,100. 





LOUISVILLE PERKS 


$12,000 for Marxes—Bornco’ $4,900, 
and ‘Maid’ $10,500 
Louisville, Sept. 28. 
Cool weather should mean better 
box office returns than new films 
have otherwise rated. 
Estimates for This Week 
Strand (4th Ave) (1,865; 25-35- 
50-60)—‘Monkey Business’ (Par). 
Will play to $12,000 and top the list. 


Last week ‘Hamilton’ (WB) only 
$8,000. 

Loew's (3,252; 25-35-50-60) 
‘Sidewalks of New York’ (Par) 


May garner $9,750, light. 
Rialto (4th Ave.) (2,940; 3$5-40- 
50)—‘Personal Maid’ (Par) and 


vaude. Will do well to get $10,500 
Last week ‘Star Witness’ (WB) 
$14,500, okay. 

Brown—‘Caught Plastered’ (Ra- 


dio). Will get around $5,500, bad 
week. Stars of film have lost draw- 
ing power here. 

Alamo (4th Ave.) (1,100; 
40)—‘East of Borneo’ (U). 
than average on $4,900. 


‘Bought’- Palmy’ 
But Fair in Pitt 
With $22-21,000 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 28. 

(Drawing Population, 1,000,000) 

Town's deluxes are lining up 
strong product to offset effect of the 
musicians’ strike. This week it 
looks as if these houses may be 
okay because of the Cantor and 
Bennett names. However, both 
‘Palmy Days’ and ‘Bought’ appear as 
though they may not finish up too 
strongly. Cantor’s picture is par- 
ticularly disappointing at the Penn 
and will be lucky to wind up with 
$21,000, far below expectations, 
while ‘Bought’ seems a little better 
for possibly around $22,000 at the 
Stan. 

Bureg’s sensation is stili ‘Bad Girl,’ 
in its second week. Should gather 
pretty close to $10,000 and may hold 
a third week. Sheridan Square wind- 
ing up first run policy with ‘Water- 
loo Bridge.” House switches this 
Friday (2) to second runs on a split. 

Estimates for This Week 

Davis (WB) (1,750; 10-25-35-50)— 
‘The Viking.’ Adventure film heavi- 
ly ballyhooed, but will hardly get 
more than weak $3,600. Last week 
‘Side Show’ (WB) only fair at $4,400. 

Fulton (Shea-Behman) (1,700; 10- 
15-25-35-50)—‘Bad Girl’ (Fox). Still 
the season's smash; in second week 
should gather pretty close to $10,000; 
may even stay third session. Last 
week, first, just above $12,000. 

Harris (WB) (1,800; 10-20-30-40) 
—Double feature, ‘Graft’ (U) and 
Bob Custer western. Good bili for 
this grind and may push up 2a bit to 
$2,300. Last week ‘Sherlock Holmes’ 
Fatal Hour’ under $2,000. 

Penn (Loew-UA) (3,300; 25-35-50) 
—‘Palmy Days’ (UA). With only 
lukewarm notices, looks ’way under 
expectations at $21,000, if that. Last 
week ‘Sporting Blood’ (M-G) just 
touched $17,000, with no stage show. 
show. 

Sheridan Square (RKO) (1,800; 
10-15-25-35-50) —‘Waterloo Bridge’ 
(U). Lack of cast names hurting 
and down to $3,500 maximum; is 
last first run film here, house going 
to second-run on a split week. Last 
week ‘Woman Between’ hardly bet- 
ter than $2,800. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-50)— 
‘Bought’ (WB). Constance Bennett 
a draw and, despite absence of stage 
show, probably $22,000 or slightly 
better; a bit below expectations, 
however. Last week ‘Monkey Busi- 
ness’ (Par) around $24,000, okay. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Daughter of Dragon’ (Par). Maybe 
$7,200. Last week, second of ‘Ham- 
ilton’ (WIS), down to poor $6,000 
after opening week of $13,000. 


Tragedy’ Booming B’klyn 
Par for Sock $50,000 


Brooklyn, Sept. 28. 

Paramount hasn't seen such busi- 
ness since its early days as this 
week with ‘American Tragedy.’ Ex- 
ploitation smartly emphasizing pop- 
ular prices, thus cashing in on pres- 
tige established across the river 
during the $2 run. 

Other houses just so-so. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (4,200; 25-35-50-75- 
85)—‘American Tragedy’ (Par) and 
may hold second week: maybe $50,- 
000. Last week ‘Mad Parade’ (Par) 
held up by Eddie Cantor for $42,709. 

Fox (4,000; 25-35-50)—‘Mary Ann 
(lox) and unit. Dropping badly on 
second week with fair $25,000 in the 
offing. First week very good iat 
$32,000. 


15-25- 


Betier 











Albee (3.000; 25-35-50-75)—‘East 
of Borneo’ (U) and vaude. Good 


support vaude and chance for nice 
$27,000. Last week ‘Fifty Fathoms' 
(Col) around $24,000, okay. 

Strand—‘Bought’ (WB). 








House | ‘Modern Age’ 


‘Palmy’ Zooming for $50,000: 
Moss Bway $40,000 in 2 Wks; 
Par Is Stretching for $65,000 





ANEMIC NEW ORLEANS 


Won't Go for Femme Legit Stars— 
‘Final’ Best at $14,000 
New Orleans, Sept. 28. 

‘Five Star Final’ is showing more 
strength than any other current film 
but business is not strong at any 
house. ‘My Sin,’ with Bankhead, is 
only fair at the Saenger, while Ina 
Claire in ‘Rebound’ is very weak at 
the Orpheum. ‘Sidewalks of New 
York’ also light at Strand. 

Estimates for This Week 





Loew’s State (3,200; 60)—‘Five 
Star Final’ (WB). Will gross 
around $14,000, okay. Last week 
‘Monkey Business’ (Par) $17,300, 
fine. 

Saenger (3,600; 65)—‘My Sin’ 
(Par). May get $13,000, not so good. 
Last week ‘Personal Maid’ (Par) 
$13,000. 

Orpheum (2,400; 60)—‘Rebound’ 
(Pathe). Ina Claire little known to 


local fans and will be lucky to see 
$8,000. Last week ‘Fifty Fathoms 
Deep’ (Col) $9,100, fair. 

Strand (1,800; 50)—‘Sidewalks of 
New York’ (Par). In for tough ses- 
$2,500 seems about all. Last 
week ‘The Spider’ (Fox), $3,400. 

Tudor (800; 35)—Side Show’ 
(WB). Winnie Lightner playing to 
smali crowds and possibly $1,900. 
Last week ‘Bad Girl’ (Fox), after 
week at the Saenger, $2,900, all right. 


sion; 





Fair Is Seattle’s Bump; 
‘Squaw’ Weak on $9,000 


Seattle, Sept. 28. 
(Drawing pop, 500,000) | 

Big fair at Puyallup draws great 
crowds each year, afternoon and 
evenings, and all shows feeling ef- 
fects. Weather ideal for the fair, 
too. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Fox) (3,106; 25-35-50) 
—Squaw Man’ (M-G). Hitting weak 
clip at $9,000. Last week ‘Monkey 
Business’ (Par) $10,500, all right. 

Fifth Ave. (Fox) (2,400; 25-35-60) 
—The Brat’ Fox and unit. Doing 
fairly with $12,500 in sight. Last 
week ‘Pardon Us’ (M-G), $13,500. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (900; 25- 
35-50)—‘Side Show’ (WB). Fair for 
steady $5,500. Last week, second of 
‘Hamilton’ (WB), considered good at 
$5,000. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (950; 25-35- 
50)—‘Last Flight’ (FN). With Bar- 
thelmess appears fair for $4,500. 
Last week ‘Street Scene’ (UA) 
downward end of week, finishing to 
fair $4,000. 

Liberty (Jensen-vonHerperg) (2,- 
000; 15-30)— ‘Misbehaving Ladies’ 
(FN). Moderate $6,000. Last week 
‘Clearing the Range’ did $5,200. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,700; 25-60)— 
‘Rebound’ (Pathe). Fair week 
looked for at $10,000. Last week ‘50 
Fathoms Deep’ (Col), $11,000. 

Coliseum (Fox) (1,800; 25-35)— 
‘The Spider’ (Fox) and ‘Up Pops 
Devil’ (Par) split. Indicates $3,500. 
Last week ‘Guilty Hands’ (M-G) 
failed to hold full week, and ‘June 
Moon’ (Par) put on to finish; $3,700. 


‘Sin’ Nudging $25,000 in 
Buff-‘Phan’s’ $13,000 Oke 


Buffalo, Sept. 28. 
‘ood business in evidence all 
round with cool weather keeping 
boxoffices busy this week. 
Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Publix) (3,500; 30-40-65) 
‘My Sin’ (Par) and unit. Should 
go $25,000. Last week ‘Common 
Tae’ (Pathe) excellent at $25,200. 
»p (Publix) (2,400; 25-35-60) 
‘tom of Paris’ (M-G). Will 
2 pretty fair $13,000. Last week 
..ilty Hands’ (M-G) well received 
by press and public for $14,000. 





Century (Publix) (3,400; 25-35) 
‘Rebound’ (Pathe). Hitting $6,000. 
Last week ‘Spider’ (Fox) held 


nicely at $8,500. 

Great Lakes (Fox) (3,400: 25-35- 
50) ‘Pad Girl’ (Fox). Looks hot 
for over $20,000. Last week ‘Ameri- 
can Tragedy’ (Par) good for only 
one week at over $15,000. 

Lafayette (Ind) (3,400; 35) 
‘Sweepstakes’ (Radio) and ‘Pagan 
Lady’ (Col). Good at around $9,000. 





celebrating 12th anniversary and 
strong $22,000 in prospect. Last 
week ‘Star Witness’ (I"N) fine with 
$19,700; substantial leap here. 
Metropolitan (3,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Squaw Man’ (M-G) and vaude. 
Looks light, but vaude may help; 
probably around $17,000. Last week 
(M-G) $19,500. 





fe il - 7 os 
If riches come with age the new 


gold standard for Broadway films 
is enthroned with the older films 
which are crowding the customer 
spotlight. Exceptions are ‘Palmy 
Days’ and ‘East of Borneo.’ Cantor 
picture is big at a $50,000 clip for 
the Rialto, while the Mayfair may 
hold over if $28,000 is reached, and 
there’s a chance. ‘Riders of the 
Purple Sage,’ third release of this 
story, by Fox, will only mean around 
$62,000 to the Roxy. Being flashed 
by a wide angle lens to help it. 

Winter Garden and the Hollywood 
are going along merrily on protract- 
ed runs with ‘Hamilton’ and ‘Five 
Star Final.’ Latter’s $38,000 cur- 
rently will be a proud third week 
figure, while the former will do an 
easy $31,000. 

At the Capitol ‘Free Soul,’ on its 
first pop run after the Astor, is 
topping for a holdover at a $78,000 
pace and the Rivoli will finish its 
run of six weeks with ‘Street Scene,’ 
hitting $24,000. 

Moss’ sroadway, where ‘Pagan 
Lady’ and vaude, headed by Joe E. 
Brown, are showing, will do around 


$40,000 on its initial two weeks’ 
program, 
Foreign films are at expected 


gaits, but none too hearty although 
standing up considering the limited 
draw. Tobis-Vanderbilt claims build- 
ing at $5,000, while the Ufa-Cosmo- 
politan is not so much off at $7,500. 

Warners will hold ‘Dreyfuss Case’ 
a sixth week before a fadeout. 

Miniature heat wave last week, 
Tuesday and Wednesday, slapped 
everything down. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,120; $1-$2) ‘The Guards- 
man’ (M-G) (4th week). Holding 
near capacity and deemed good 
prestige film by trade; getting car- 
riage patrons. 

Capitol (5,400; 25-85-$1.50) ‘Free 
Soul’ (M-G) and Stage Show (ist 
week). Opening its pop run at 
$78,000 means holdover after run 
at Astor; stage shows here strip- 
ping girls same as revues. Last 
week ‘Squaw Man’ (M-G), $46,600, 
which is plenty low here. 

Hollywood (1,816; 50-65-$1) ‘Alex- 
ander Hamilton’ (WB) (3d week). 
Getting class trade for $31,000; big 
fernme interest. Last week a fine 


$37,800. 

Paramount (3,664; 40-65-85-$1) 
‘American Tragedy’ (Par) and 
stage show. First film to click here 
in some time; follows Criterion run 
and swinging house into smileg at 
unusual $65,000 gallop. Last week 
‘Mad Parade’ (Par) went under at 
$46,700. 

Rialto (2,000; 25-40) ‘Palmy Days’ 
(UA) (ist week). Big $50,000 first 
week indicated; splendid start, 


Mayfair (2,200; 40-$1) ‘East of 
Borneo’ (U) (1st week). Okay at 


$28,000 and signalling for holdover 
privilege. Last week ‘Fifty Fathoms 
Deep’ (Col) only fair, $22,900. 

P Rivoli (2,200; 40-65-85-$1) ‘Street 
Scene’ (UA) (5th week). Being held 
sixth week before ‘Monkey Busi- 
ness’ (Par) heads in Oct.. 8; eur- 
rently $25,000 after $33,400 last 
week, 

Roxy (6,200; 50-75-$1.50) ‘Purple 
Sage’ (Fox) and stage show. West- 
ern headed for weak $62,000. Last 
week ‘Wicked’ (Fox) dove to $55,000. 

Strand (2,900; 25-50-75) ‘Penrod 

and Sam’ (FN). Not bad at $20,000. 
Last week ‘Side Show’ (WB) about 
same figure, 
_ Warners (1,109; 50-75), ‘Dreyfuss 
Case’ (Col) (5th week). May stay 
sixth week; down to $6,000, all right 
considering length of run. Last 
week $8,400. 

Winter Garden (1,418; 35-85-$1), 
‘Five Star Final’ (WB) (3d week). 
Still holding them out at $38,000. 
Last week big on $46,700. 

_Tobis-Vanderbilt (826; 650-75-$1), 
‘Karamazov’ (Terra) (24d week). Has 
hopes of $5,000 in former legit 
house; fair considering side street 
spot, new in picture field. Last 
week $4,000. 

Ufa-Cosmopolitan (1,130: 60-75- 
$1-$1.50-$2), ‘Kin Burschenlied von 
Heidelberg’ (Ufa) (3d week). Word 
of mouth helping to keep figure at 
$7,500. Last week eased to $8,000 
after good first week; being held for 
fourth stanza. 

Broadway (1,900; 35-85-$1), ‘Pagan 
Lady’ (Col) and vaude (2d week). 
Hanging around $20,000 again; 
weather bump felt here and $40,000 
will cover first bill’s fortnight, 
topped by Joe Brown; ‘Murder at 
Midnight’ (Tiff)), with Eddie Dowl- 
ing, Rae Dooley and Ginger Rogers 
on stage next; the Dowlings re- 
cently played the Paramount, 


PAR’S NEW L. I. WRITERS 

Two writers, Sada Cowan 
and Cosmo Hamilton, join Para- 
mount’s scribblers at the L. L stu- 
dio. Mrs. Cowan and Hamilton are 
down for originals, 

Piaced by American Play Co. 
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New Slump in Eastman to 1033, 
And Paramount to 13/4 Brings 
Selling in Other Film Stocks 


Continuation of forced selling in 
Paramount yesterday (Mon.) broke 
that stock to a new low at 13%. 
A soft spot also developed in East- 
man Kodak which dropped below 
104, both Both 
Par bonds also dropped to new all- 


in heavy trading. 


time lows. 


At the opening the other amuse- 
ments displayed a tendency to firm 
up but could make no headway in 
the face of these two extremely 
weak spots. It became evident 
during the first hour that there was 
atill stock overhanging Loew and 
during the worst of the day’s pres- 
gure in the last half hour, RKO 
manifested the same _ influence, 
breaking back to a double bottom 
at 9 flat. 

Nothing particularly new came 
out in reference to the amusements, 
General market news was bad, the 
American Exchange having to take 
announcement of Norway and Swe- 
den going off the gold standard over 
the week-end and then, during the 
morning, getting news of half a 
dozen interior bank failures. 

Situation seems to be that there 
are two main groups working in 
Wall Street, one seeking to work 
prices higher and the other con- 
cerned with marketing stock at the 
best possible terms. Brokerage let- 
ters also work a positive break- 
through either way, many advising 
speculators to eschew any definite 
position, but instead to even up each 
day where it is possible. 

Financial leaders remain silent, 
being themselves thoroughly con- 
fused on what the future will bring 
tc America out of the foreign situ- 
ation, either of good or ill, Only 
scrap of encouragement of the past 
week has been the relative good 
performance of the railroads, which 
have a little more than held their 
own while prices crashed all around 
them on the floor. 


New Film Stocks Lows 


The new week opens with the dis- 
advantage of practically all the film 
stocks breaking ground at the end 
of the last trading week and finish- 
ing the period in new low ground, 
not’ only for 1931, but in nearly a 
score of cases, for all time. 

The same was practically true of 
the amusement bonds with one or 
two exceptions. 

Individually the features of last 
week in this special group was the 
striking weakness on volume of 
Paramount; the appearance of 
strong defense in Loew stock ac- 
companied by equally positive 
weakness in the company’s bonds, 
and the semi-collapse of Eastman 
Kodak, which slumped to a new low 
for ten years at 107%, where it 
closed practically at th» bottom. 

In a week of great market con- 
fusion the reasons for these spe- 
cial movements was not readily dis- 
cernible, but the logical supposition 
was that laggard holders, unwisely 
encouraged all this time, were un- 
able to hold on any longer and 
forced seiling by banks on called 
loans and by brokers on unan- 
swered margin calls had brought 
about wholesale dumping. 

The old explanation for sudden 
sinking spells in isolated spots in 
supposed bear drives had no stand- 
in ‘n these cases. The Stock Ex- 
ci 4@ governors late in the week 
promulgated the rule that all mem- 
bers must make daily report of 
their own and their customers’ short 
position, carrying the clear infer- 
ence that the institution looks ask- 
ance at profit-taking from the de- 
cline. The Exchange didn’t forbid 
short selling in so m7nv words, but 
that’s what the move amounts to in 
effect. 

The character of dealings in Par- 
amount confirmed the presumption 
that it was outright liquidation. 
Over a period of no more than 20 
minutes on Friday, for instance, 


(Continued on page 23) 





No Enlargement of Par’s 
Studio Plant on L. I. 


Paramount has abandoned ideas 
of enlarging the Astoria, L. I., studio, 
which included erection of a third 
stage. Reason chiefly is that the 
company has found it can have two 
features in the works together, the 
present two and one half stages 
Proving plenty adequate. 

Under the present eastern pro- 
G@uction schedule the existing fa- 
cilities can more than take care of 
all interior needa, 





> * 
Yesterday’s Prices 
Net 
Sales, High. Low. Last ch’g. 
600 Con. F.... 53 5% 5%-— % 
700 do pf.... 10 10 10 
14,600 East, K...109% 103% 104 =—4 
hos. > ae 93 9 9 
1,200 Gen. Thr.. 2 1% 1%+% 
5,700 Loew ..... £ 9% 37% 87%-—1% 
40 Orph. pf.. 20 19% 19%— % 
18,700 Par-P , 14% 13% 13%-—1 
600 Pathe .... 1% 1 1%+ % 
19,300 RCA ..... 14% 13% 144%— % 
15,400 RKO - & 9 9 —% 
Dee PEMD tscece 2 2 2+% 
ROO Wa-- Bivens 74 6% T 
CURB 
1,400 Fox T..... 14 1% 1%4+% 
700 Gen. T. pf. 3% 3% 3%— % 
1,100 Trans-L .. 2% 2% 2%—% 
BONDS* 
$22,000 Gen. Thr.. 22 20 —4 
5,000 Loew ..... 90 89% 90 
35,000 Par-P .... 66 64%, 64% —21 
21,006 Par-Fam.. 71 70 70 —l1l% 
3,000 Pathe .... 84 84 84 
12,000 W. B..... 40% 40% 40% — % 
* Prices and sales to 2.30 p. m. 











$14,500 for “My Sin’ 
At Denver Is Not Bad 


Denver, Sept. 28. 
The Denver will have the best 
comparative gross this week with 
Rialto a close second. ‘Monkey Busi- 
ness’ to latter house after playing 
Paramount. 

Estimates for This Week 

Huffman’s Aladdin (1,500; 30-50- 
75) ‘Star Witness’ (WB). Good on 
$7,500. Last week ‘Dirigible (Col), 
a fine $10,000. 
Denver (Publix) (2,300; 25-35-65) 
‘My Sin’ (Par) and unit. Fine with 
$14,500. Last week ‘Five Star Final’ 
(FN) finished to $16,500. 

Paramount (Publix) (2,000; 25-35- 
50) ‘Last Flight’ (FN). Not bad 
on $11,000. Last week ‘Monkey 
Business’ (Par) finished to $11,900. 

Rialto (Publix) (1,040; 25-35-50) 
‘Monkey Business’ (Par). Here 
after big week at Paramount; will 
be near $4,500, good. Last week 
‘Bachelor Apartments’ (Radio) 
$3,100. 

Huffman’s Tabor (1,900; 25-35-50) 
‘Waterloo Bridge’ (U). Fair with 
$8,000. Last week ‘Side Show’ (WB) 
moderate at $10,000. 


U Putting Its Writers 
Oa Week-to-Week List 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 

Policy of not issuing term con- 
tracts to writers, generally adopted 
by the major studios, has been 
adopted at Universal, where staff 
men are being rehired on a week- 
to-week basis when their contracts 
run out, 

Cutting down overhead of idle 
scribblers, with freelances getting 
guarantees of sO many weeks. Only 
terms issued are going to discoveries 
at nominal stipends. 














Goetz-Dezel Part 


Chicago, Sept. 28. 

Roadshow Pictures Company, na- 
tional picture exchange, is now 
owned 100% by Al Dezel, who last 
week bought out his partner, L. E. 
Goetz. 

Dezel takes over all unplayed ter- 
ritory for ‘10 Nights in a Barroom,’ 
and the midwest release for ‘Should 
a Doctor Tell?’ Deal makes Dezel 
about the youngest exchange man 
in the business. 

Goetz leaves the distribution field 
for theatre operation, opening a 
house in Monroe, Wis. 





Metro’s Cop Salute 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
Picture that will give the police 
side of the present gang and racket 
era is on the fire for production by 
Metro. Story in its preliminary 
state has the temporary handle, 

‘What the Police Are Up Against.’ 
W. R. Burnett, gang yarn spe- 


cialist, is concocting the story with 
Charles Brabin. Latter is set to 
direct. 





GIVE AND TAKE 


7 Hollywood, Sept. 28. 

At Fox for one picture, Bertrand 
N. Robinson and Howard Lindsay, 
turned in a script on ‘Cheating’ and 
were immediately handed the ‘Step- 
ping Sisters’ assignment. 

Burke Symon, stage director with 
Belasco the past 15 years, gets his 
\first picture chance on the latter. 





‘PHANTOM’ MILD AT N. H. 


Around $8,000 at Sherman—‘Bad 
Girl’ First H. OC. in Months 








New Haven, Sept. 28. 
(Drawing population, 300,000) 

‘Bad Girl,’ first holdover in 
months, shifted to the Bijou from 
the Fox Poli and still doing busi- 
ness. First week of F. & M. units 
to Paramount and Fox Poli pro- 
ducing its own with reaction in both 
—houses still uncertain. The Poli 
continues to bill its units as F. & M. 
product with Par billing its stage 
shows blind. 

Headaches all around this 
Sunday rain and Jewish 
benefit at Shubert crabbed 
end. 


Estimates for This Week 


Paramount (Publix) (2,353; 65), 
‘My Sin’ and unit. About $13,000 
this week. Last week ‘Monkey 
Business.’ Did $17,300; good. 

Fox Poli (Fox) (3,040; 65) ‘Se- 
crets of Secretary’ (Par) and unit. 
moderate at $12,000. Last week 
‘Bad Girl’ (Fox) a handsome $16,- 
500. 

Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 50) 
‘Five Star Final’ (WB) looks like 
okay $8,000. Last week ‘Side Show’ 
(WB), low at $5,000. 

College (Fox) (1,565; 50) ‘Phantom 
of Paris’ (M-G). On way to mild 
$4,200. Last week ‘Street Scene’ 
(UA), big at $7,800. 

Bijou (Fox) (1,536; 50) ‘Bad Girl 
(Fox). Holdover from Fox Poli and 
big gamble but should get nice 
$4,800. Last week ‘Travelling Hus- 
bands’ (Radio) and ‘Honeymoon 
Lane’ (Par), low at $3,000. 


MINN. RETAINS 
$30,000 CLIP 
IN DIVE 


Minneapolis, Sept. 28. 
(Drawing Population, 500,000) 

Strings of purses apparently are 
being tightened or else there has 
been a sharp falling off in the pull- 
ing power of screen attractions. 
Biz, which has been holding up so 
well, seems suddenly down grade, 
matinee trade being particularly off 
color. 

To the reopening of the RKO 
Seventh street, the Lyceum’s advent 
as a sound film house and the light- 
ing up of three legit houses, will be 
added Pantages’ shortly. Latter 
theatre, dark for almost two years. 
makes its bow Oct. 14 with ‘Palmy 
Days’ under United Artists’ own 
management. 

But the Minnesota is one house 
that is still going along its pros- 
perous way. This week it’s ‘Monkey 
Business’ and it looks like $32,000 
will be chalked up by the end cf 
the seven days. This on top of $35,- 
300 attracted last week by Thurston. 


Estimates for This Week 


Minnesota (Publix) (4,200; 75) 
‘Monkey Business’ (Par) and stage 
show. Marx Brothers great cards 
here; looks like $32,000. Very fine. 
Last week ‘Silence’ (Par) and 
Thurston, the Magican, $35,300 with 
latter entirely responsible in face of 
rainy nights. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,890; 50) ‘Fifty 
Fathoms’ (Col) and vaude, May hit 
nearly $12,000, pretty good. Last 
week ‘East of Borneo’ (U) failed to 
click; only around $9,000. 

State (Publix) (2,200; 50) ‘Per- 
sonal Maid’ (Par). Nancy Carrolla 
magnet but picture will not set 
boxoffice afire; indications point to 
about $6,500, fair. 

Seventh Street (RKO) “Big Gam- 
ble” (Pathe) and ‘Mother’s Millions’ 
(U) split. May get around $3,500, 
fair. Last week ‘Sherlock Holmes’ 
Fatal Hour’ (FD) and ‘Runaround’ 
(Radio). About $3,000. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 35) ‘Side 
Show’ (WB). Winnie Lightner not 
much of a draw here, but this one’s 
title and nifty front pulling and 
may land $3,600, pretty good. Last 


week. 
stage 
week 








week ‘Transatlantic’ (Fox) about 
$4,000. - 
Lyceum (Andress) 2,200; 650) 


‘The Viking’ (JDW). Held over an 
extra day and maybe $4,000, medi- 
ocre. Nothing announced yet as 
next attraction. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 25) ‘Goldie’ 
(Fox) and ‘I Like Your Nerve’ 
(FN) split. Maybe $1,500, fair. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 25) ‘Sport- 


ing Blood’ (M-G) and ‘Young As 
You Feel’ (Fox) - split. Should 
garner about $1,500, pret* yd. 





Search i. r Fre; 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
Ben Piazza left yesterday (27) for 
New Orleans on a Metro talent 
hunt. Has his eyes peeled for freaks 
to use in Tod Browning's film, 
‘Freaks.’ 








After New Orleans, Piazza’s go- 
ing to New York | 








Inside Stuf—Pictures 


Harold MacGrath, Syracuse novelist, who has had 17 of his publisheg 
stories picturized, doesn’t think so much of the way Hollywood brings 
his brainchildren to the screen. 

Refusing heretofore to engage in a controversy with a studio, Mac. 
Grath voiced his peeve after the presentation in Syracuse of ‘Drums of 
Jeopardy’ (Tiffany), which he didn’t like. 

According to MacGrath, in only one instance has a studio ever done 
right by one of his stories; the exception was ‘Danger Street,’ an FBO 
production of 1928. 

He objects to the way studios have of flashing a long list of introduce 
tory credits in which the author’s name, if it’s included at all, comes, 
last. 

The novelist suggests, further, that it would be far better if studios, 
spent less for stories and spent some of the money thus saved upon adee« 
quate preparation of scripts before shooting starts, 








In the 228 working days so far this year only one studio on the coast 
has an unbroken record of first-shot production. Fox has not been 
technically dark a single day, although one week in February it had only 
one unit active, and a week in July it had only two. 

Metro is nearly continuously active, with one blank day against it, 
Paramount was without direct production seven days last month. Studiog 
with three or four weeks’ darkness this year are Columbia, 17 days; 
Pathe, 18 days; Radio, 22 days. Universal was without features 40 days 
and Warner-FN 48 days. United Artists was dark 81 working days out of 
the 221. 

Leasing studios rate next on the dark list. Cinephone with 93 days, 
Metropolitan 94 days, Tec-Art 101 days and National 120 days minus 
production. Tiffany was dark a total of 132 in 221 days. 

Paramount is playing up the attitude of one of their independent ace 
counts, Bob Menches, operating the Liberty, Akron. This exhib notified 
the Cleveland exchange that he thought theatres were not advertising 
pictures sufficiently. It’s an ‘in’ for the ad sales department in stimulate 
ing greater interest in use of accessories. 

Menches wrote: ‘If exhibitors were enthusiastic about their businesg 
they would advertise. They lack that driving force. Enthusiasm is cone 
tagious and if it were properly shown in proper advertising I think half 
the headaches in this business would be eliminated. Would certainly 
appreciate anything in the way of a suggestion you may have to offer 
from time to time. I am trying to make every week a record-breaker 
and am meeting with some success.’ 

The paralysis epidemic, abating now around New York, is nevertheless 
continuing to deflect patronage from theatres in the metropolitan area, 
Theatre men say, and not as an alibi, that an appreciable amount of lost 
jusiness can be traced to the scare. 

Last winter San Francisco and other parts of the Coast experienced 
the scourge, at which time it was estimated by Herman Wobber and 
other theatre men, that business was affected anywhere up to 331/3%. 
At least one company is sorry it sent out a strictly juvenile picture 
when it did, as the film was on general release when the epidemic wag 
growing. It suffered seriously as a result. 

Hundreds of families in and around New York are still keeping their 
children from school. 

Fox managers in Hershel Stuart’s New England division of Fox the- 
atres have been instructed to combat in the press and by other means 
the persistent reports that the Fox N. E. division is to be sold. It is 
felt it may affect the morale of the house staffs. 

Shortly after the sale of the Poli theatres, which form the bulk of the 
Fox N. E. division, there was a whispering campaign, based on sectarian 
feeling, the report being circulated that Poli, who is a staunch Catholig 
had been forced out by Fox. Stuart successfully combatted that came 


paign, but now finds a new one on his hands, e 





Charlie Chaplin returned to London quietly, after his extensive stay 
in the south of France, and confided to a few of his intimates he has 
not yet found a new leading lady and that all the stories about ‘Mary, 
‘Rita’ and ‘Sari’ are without foundation. Neither has he the least idea 
what his next film is going to be about. 

At present Chaplin is mingling with English political heads, spending 
weekend with Winston Churchill and wandering around London’t east 


side for new ideas. But he is still wrestling each morning with his 
Japanese valet. 





Radio has been forced to defer the making of ‘Penthouse’ because of 
its inability to obtain pictures of a cattle roundup at this time. Shippers 
are getting ready to railroad their steers to the stockyards and are un- 
willing to turn the herds over to the directors since the average picture 
will run from 10 to 20 pounds off each animal. 

Payment is made for the lost beef as part of the deal for the use of & 
range, but just now the owners are unwilling to enter into a deal since 


there is no time left in which to get the cows back into condition before 
they are sent to the shipping pens. 





Advent of the talking pictures has cut down materially the private 
reels many projectionists used to compile from clips from the picture 
The boys would cut out any unusual exposure and add the clip to a reel 
which was held for the delectation of their friends. 

On silent prints the piracy might pass unnoticed until it was too late 
to pin the theft on any particular theatre, but with the dialog running 
into the scene before, cutting reveals to the next user that there is & 
scene missing, a quick complaint can be made. 





Legit juvenile rating $400 in pictures was wanted by a large but eco- 
nomical studio for about eight days’ work stretched over two and a half 
weeks. In consideration of its being only eight days, studio offered $900 
for the job, but the agent held out for a full grand. 

Meanwhile, another company wanted the man badly enough to draw 
up a contract at $500 a week. Contract was flashed in the first studio, 


which decided to guarantee four weeks at the full $400 to get their man. 
Without argument they would have saved $600. 





New idea in press sheets is being tried for America by Tobis. Printed 
in about 16 page booklet form, with all print on one side of the paper 
only, allows for clipping and pasting without losing any of the printed 
ong Sheets are also perforated along one side, allowing for a quick 
ear-off. 

Tobis figures exhibs are more likely to help themselves to the material 
contained in the press books if it’s made easier for them. 





Film row has moyed in Pittsburgh and Milwaukee entailing heavY 
expenditures for distribs, some of whom have built their own buildings 
rather than take leases. In Pittsburgh the film buying lane is now 
Boulevard of the Allies, while in Milwaukee it’s Eighth street. 

All have moved in Pittsburgh except Educational, which is building in 


both cities. Ed, First National and Pathe are yet to transfer addresses 
in Milwaukee. 





Despite all the ballyhooing on Howard Hughes’ intention to drop 
‘Queer People’ it's a mess of malarkey so far as the inside is concerned. 
It is known that Hughes has a script on the colony kidder that he i# 

(Continued on page 31) 
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Here’s the 
TIP-OFF! 


Out of 32 
4 pictures selected by 
} LIBERTY Magazine 
S as the best of the 
w last six months... 
# WARNER BROS. 
i and 
. FIRST NATIONAL 
» have 10,miles ahead 
4 of every other 
{ company 


." 


just try to get along without 


WARNER BROS. and 


for your backbone program 





FIRST NATI 


T 


TRY and find a company 
that can truthfully promise 
you what WARNER BROS. 
and FIRST NATIONAL have 


already delivered! 


TRY and match the 
achievement of deliver- 
ing hits like STAR WIT- 
‘NESS, FIVE STAR FINAL 
and ALEXANDER HAMIL- 
TON before the new 
season is one month old. 


TRY and get more than 
your contract calls for, 


from any company but 
_ WARNER’S. 
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WIHINESS 


WARNERS 
« WALTER HUSTON 


hadn’t topped 
their summer suc- 
CHARLES <cnic» SALE 
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cesses with the 
first smash hit of 
the new season. 








‘ Frances Starr 











WHAT would you be doing NOW, 
without WARNER’S big laugh riot 
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with WINNIE 


LIGHTNER 


CHARLES 


BUTTERWORTH 


Evalyn Knapp ° Donald Cook 
Guy Kibbee 





























plus THESE FIRST NATIONAL STAR HITS 


ec RICHARD 


\ BARTHELMESS 


«; THE LAST FLIGHT 


, — 2 with David Manners, John Mack Brown, 
| wae Helen Chandler, Walter Byron 


DOUGLAS 


FAIRBANKS, «. 


| LIKE YOUR NERVE 


seeee his high-speed comedy romance with 
LORETTA YOUNG 


one right after another f 
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Where Can You Get Another HIT as BIG as 
FIRST NATIONAL’S THUNDERBOLT 











with 


EDWARD G. 


ROBINSON 





Fj ; s $ 7 \ 
FRANCES STARR, 





and NOW, topping them all. 


GEORCEARLISS 


in the dramatic triumph of his career 


IALEXANDER 
\1HAMILTON 


Beating “Bought” records at the Hollywood, 
N. Y. 50% over average at the Liberty, Kansas 
City. Held over at Music Box, Portland; and 
Warner, Pittsburg. Socked double-feature 
asa ene plague in Springfield and Worcester, Mass. 
MONTAGU LOVE 1 Best business in 20 months at Metropolitan, 
RALF HAROLDE [ia A Washington. Top grosses everywhere!..... 


Thank WARN ER BROS. and 
FIRST NATIONAL for giving you 


more than your contract calls tor 





with 
DORIS KENYON 
JUNE COLLYER 
DUDLEY DIGGES 
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Talking Shorts 








*THE CLYDE MYSTERY’ 
Mystery Satire 

Mins. 
Strand, N. Y. 

Vitaphone Nos. 1269-70 

Amusing but never thrilling nor 
exciting, placing into brief form the 
sort of S. S. Van Dine mysteries 
that have been done into features. 
For smal!l-house use on its satirical 
spice of kidding a detective. 


Conventional murder and ques- 
tioning, with usual answers infer- 
ring guilt. Surprise finish achieved 


through the solving of the mystery. 
A psychologist brought in for laughs 
discovers that the murdered man 
had ingeniously committed suicide, 
placing another gun with one cart- 
ridge discharged in his wife’s bed- 
room so that she would have to fol- 
low him, thus upsetting her love 
affair. 

This is the first of a new series of 
what Warners call detective thrill- 
ers. It has Donald Meek and John 
Hamilton as dick and psychologist. 

- Char. 


*‘MAN-EATERS’ 
Adventures in Africa 
15 Mins. 
Strand, N. Y. 
Vitaphone Nos. 4773-4 

Tenth in this series takes hold 
nicely, even if its beginning is slow 
and the tail-end of a previous two- 
reeler in the same group of shorts 
is reshown. Capture of @ leopard 
lands the biggest kick. Holdover 
footage is apparently for continuity. 

On top of the fire scenes from a 
previous entry, considerable footage 
is given over at the start to the wife 
of Wynant D. Hubbard, explorer, 
and work of reconstructing camp, 
etc. Then a cub lion and young 
water buffalo, which it’s explained 
had to be shot when they started 
growing up, are exhibited. 

Finally the man-eating material 
stalks on, Outside of the leopard, 
it’s concerned solely and only with 
a single lion which is shot as it has 
a cow within its grasp. For a finish 
a simple ritual of natives giving 
thanks for the capture of another 
man-eating prowler. Weak. 

Descriptive dialog good and away 
from the use of too many burden- 
some adjectives. Char. 


*MICKEY STEPS OUT’ 

Cartoon 

8 Mins. 

Cameo, New York 
Columbia 

Extra good cartoon, with Mickey 
and Minnie Mouse at their top. No 
story attempt, and no tricks with 
drawing, but continuously human 
and funny. Cat and dog chase for 
action pep-up. Great for any spot. 

What keeps this series so far 
ahead of most cartoon series’ seems 
to be the humanness with which 
they’re handled. It is almost be- 
Nevable and thus acceptable. Also, 
no attempt at talk here, which de- 
etroys the illusion in so many car- 
toon shorts. 

No language at all, outside of a 
squeeky ‘Mickey’ and ‘Minnie’ by 
the animals, which is injected in 
such a way as not to sound too 
much like a human voice, anyway. 

Kaus. 





*THE LITTLE PEST’ 
Cartoon 
5 Mins. 
Europa, N. Y. 
Columbia 
Evidently a new series of shorts 
and very good. If handled properly 
the Scrappy character ought to be- 
come a crowd pleaser, It’s different 
than ordinary cartoons. 
Character is a boy who is out for 
a day’s fishing, with the kid brother 
insisting on coming along. Scrappy 
and his pup take turns trying to 
discourage the youngster with noth- 
ing doing. Fijnally thinks he’s rid 
of him and starts off to arrive and 


find the youngster already set. Sev- 
eral good laughs; penmanship ex- 
cellent. Kauf. 





‘GERMANY IN 15 MINUTES’ 


Travelogue 
15 Mins. 
Tobis-Vanderbilt, N. Y. C. 
Tobis 
(German) 


Another German travelog. En- 
tirely too many of these have been 
made, with almost all losing value 
as a result. Seems it’s impossible 
to go into a German picture house 
without seeing at least one travel 
film laid in Germany. 

Photography in this film is pre- 
dominant, with some very clever 
lap dissolves. No lecture, only 
sound and captions. Captions writ- 
ten in Germany by someone who 
thought he knew English. Tobis 


ought to fix these sApsrene Ne for 


America. auf. 


‘BEAUTIFUL BLUE DANUBE’ 
Travelog 
11 Mins. 
Europa, N. Y. 
Associated Cinemas 

Weak travelog taking in the cities 
along the Danube. 
BY need score, 


good voices and colorful atmosphere. 


Silent with a 


‘Songs of the Steppes’ 


Singing 
5 Mins. 
Tobis-Vanderbilt, N. Y. C. 
Tobis 
(French) 


Two colorful Russian songs by an 
exceptionally good Russian quartet. 
Some action by extras in the back- 
ground to help the mood of the 
songs along and okay, despite it’s 
too evidently a painted stage set. 

Though songs are in Russian 
should be entertaining filler mate- 
rial for any house, because of the 


Just short enough, too, to find easy 
spotting. Kauf. 


‘ACROSS THE WORLD’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Martin Johnson 
Travelog 

20 Mins 

Audubon, N. Y. 

Talking Picture Epics 
Cutting from home, where the 
Martin Johnsons are projecting for 
friends some scenes they took on a 
South Seas expedition, meanwhile 
explaining it all, to the locale of the 
trip gives this travelog novelty and 
builds up the dubbing angle effec- 
tively. Interesting subject matter 
fairly well treated. 

Scattered humor is drawn through 
Johnson’s talk and occasional asides 
by Mrs. Johnson. 

Action’s centered on obscure 
South Sea island in the New Heb- 
rides group, where head-hunting 
blacks abound. Majority of the 
footage is given over to the natives 
with an attempt to make them ap- 
pear more savage than -they look. 
Gruesome touch is struck in pictur- 
ing human skulls wholesale, one 
scene showing how the natives pre- 
serve heads by a cooking process. 
It’s quite engrossing, however, in 
spite of the sordid side. Char. 


‘APEING HOLLYWOOD’ 
Chimp Comedy 
18 Mins. 
Loew’s New York 

Tiffany 
Intermediate horse material. Mon- 
key satire concerning the farmer’s 
daughter who beats it from home 
for romance and a picture career. } 
Her farmhand sweetie follows. 
Usual set breakup when the girl’s 
beau mistakes a character burglar 
for the real thing and _ creates 
enough roughhouse to gain a cone- 
tract himself. 
Character takeoffs by the monks 
are on familiar picture people and 
bold but unappealing attempt to 
make blue chatter detracts. 
Some _ strange facials by the 
monks make for laughs, but the di- 
alog comes over as if the persons 
speaking don’t fully appreciate the 
values, Diction is in schoolhouse 
declamation manner. Shan. 


MAGIC CARPET SERIES 
‘IN THE SOUTH SEAS’ 
10 Mins. 
Embassy, New York 

Fox 
Formal clips and practically all 
familiar to the average fan. Hence 
not especially interesting. 
Trip includes tourists dancing at 
a Hawaiian resort, native mat mak- 
ing and bathing in Samoa. That 
expected sunset is also the finale. 

Waly. 


‘FRIED CHICKEN’ 


Carnegie, New York. 
Educational 
Animals doing a Jolson and not 
too hot. One or two minor laughs, 
with most of the drawings ordinary. 
Considerable vocalizing. Kawuf. 


BROWN’S BASEBALL FILM 
Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
When Joe E. Brown gets back on 
the Warner lot, following his pres- 
ent vaude dates, he will probably 
be given ‘Fireman Save My Child,’ 
baseball comedy, as his first assign- 
ment. 
Arthur Caesar is working on the 
dialog. 





M’GUINESS ON ‘NEWS’ 
Culver City, Sept. 28. 

‘Hot News,’ which was being pre- 
pared by Ralph Graves, in addition 
to several other writers, has been 
turned over to James K. McGuiness. 

It will be Mectro’s contribution to 
the flock of tabloid newspaper pic- 
tures. 





Day Traveling Again 
Making periodical trips of ex- 
change points, following his recent 
tour of the entire country, Harvey 
Day, in charge of exchange opera- 
tions for Educational-Tiff-World 
Wide is going out again this week. 





Just a chaser. Kauf. 


On this trip he’ll make Pittsburgh, 





PALMY DAYS 


Samuel Goldwyn production: United 
Artists release. Eddie Cantor starred and 
Charlotte Greenwood featured. Directed b 
Edward Sutherland. Original story wit 
dialog by Mr. Cantor, Morris Ryskind and 
David Freedman. Continuity, Keene Thomp- 
son. Press sheet gives but principa! credits. 


Miniature Reviews 


*‘Palmy Days’ (Goldwyn-UA). 
Another Eddie Cantor laugh 


picture. Heavily hoked but Dance director, Busby Berkeley. At Rialto, 
made funny throughout whether a York, Fe house reopening of grind 
for laugh or mellerdrammer. ese a SN. SS ee oe 
Chiidren will certainly like it. Eddie Simpson.............+- Eddie Cantor 
‘Riders of the Purple Sage’ Miss Martin..... +++++-Charlotte Greenwood 
A. B.. Clark....seee...++..Spencer Charters 

(Fox). The third time Fox JOAN Clarks +e ecessessereees arbara Weeks 
MOUMOPE TO cc cctccacccscecess George Raft 

has trotted this story before WEED: Tc cc. Charies B. Middieton 


the camera, but first since 
sound arrived. Still a good 
western and okay outside the 
de luxers, despite weak draw- 
ing power in the cast, on its 
action and scenic quality. 

‘Penrod and Sam’ (FN). Good 
kid picture for children and 
adults. Fine teamwork on per- 
formances by Leon Janney and 
Junior Coghlan. 

‘East of Borneo’ (U). Good 
jungle stuff for thrills to sup- 
port crude story. Natural for 
simple fan trade; not so hot 
for deluxes. 

*‘Ex-Bad Boy’ (U). Obvious 
story with no particular gate 
attraction. Needs support for 
b. o. effect. 

‘Captivation’ (British Made). 
No b. o. value for this coun- 
try. Slow and inept all the 
way. Conway Tearle in cast. 

‘Die Lindenwirtin vom Rhein’ 
(Fellner-Somlo-Tobis). Good 
Germap musical that ought to 
please Teutons. Heavy on the 


Stephen Clayton Paul Page 
Plug Moynihan Harry Woods 
and Walter Catlett 


I hope you liked ‘Palmy Days,’ 
said Eddie Cantor during his in per- 
son remarks at the conclusion of the 
opening $2 and invitation perform- 
ance of his newest picture at the 
Rialto. ‘But it wasn’t made for 
you; it was made for the masses, 
he added. That sounded as though 
Eddie Cantor has the picture he is 
starring in appraised just about 
right. 

It’s going to bring the laughs it 


was made for in the regular picture 
houses, with the kids not the least 
amused among any audience. 


Cantor does much work in this 
talker, besides his songs, one of the 
latter in blackface. Other point to 
be noted is the dance staging by 
Busby Berkeley. That came with 
the very first number and kept on 
with the others, with each overhead 
camera view especially liked. Then 
the girls, though but in shadow, the 
best looking bunch of choristers yet 


song end. Only for Germans, on the screen. With the other im- 

however, portant item, where was Walter 
‘Napuli e Surrinto’ (Italian Catlett press-sheet programed with 

Star). Italian film, mostly si- an ‘and’ before his name as above? 
. $ . ' He went unnoticed in the picture if 

lent, with English and Italian there. 

captions. Bad acting, photog- An able and alert first assistant 

raphy and story. May appeal to Cantor’s comedy is Charlotte 


Greenwood, featured. She is pretty 
active whenever in sight as the in- 
structor in the gym of a baking 
company and restaurant which em- 
ploys many girls. 


to Italian nabe audiences on 
native equation. 

‘Arizona Terror’ (Tiff).— 
Ordinary western alloted long- 
er than usual running time. 


Of the songs Cantor sings, ‘Yes, 

For double feature houses. Yes, No, No’ is the standout, with 
‘Nur Am Rhein’ (Lothar ‘Nothing Too Good for: My Baby’ 
Stark). Fair German musica]! second. Big comedy scene is Cantor 


film wound around British oc- finding himself in the locker room 


of the gym disguised as a girl in 

cupancy of the Rhine section. one of "ine pone an moments, with 
Songs are off, but remainder is Eddie obliged to undress for a 
passable. shower, later to go swimming in the 
‘Zein Weib’s Lubovnick’ pool with the girls. For the drama 


is a moving roller to a saw mill 
cutter or plane, perhaps the first 
used in a play or film since ‘Blue 


(High Art). Yiddish musical 
comedy with Ludwig Satz. 
His name, and rarity of films 


Jeans’ (stage) of years ago. 
in this language, will help Comedy is plainly gagged at 
draw in the neighborhoods, times but surely nearly always. It’s 
Picture is fair and has one not a continuous laugh for the 


pleasant tune. steady theatregoer, but most of the 








gags will find the laughs they are 





going after by those who pay to be 
entertained. That's the kind of a 
picture it is all the way. 

In production, with nearly all of 
the situations in a bake shop, the 
settings are elaborate. Fadeouts and 
fadeins in the early portion are at- 
tractively arranged. These scenes 
are preceded by another of Cantor 
as the shill or effect worker for a 
spiritualistic medium. This is really 
funny and highly educational for the 
thousands of chumps who still go 
for that thing all over the world. It 
will likely start a controversy in 
England and might well be the 
cause, even inspired, of arguments 


SAULTER ON HIS OWN 


William Saulter, supervising art 
director at the Paramount Astoria 
studio, has resigned. 

Saulter becomes a theatre and in- 
terior decorator on his own. 





For ‘Mrs. Wiggs’ 
Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
Agnes Christine Johnston goes to 
Paramount for the talking version 
of ‘Mrs. Wiggs of the Cabbage 
Patch.’ 














The Woman’s Angle 


‘Palmy Days’ (UA).—Eddie Cantor wistfully tearing through a mad, 
exaggeratedly lavish production that has speed, gay absurdity, naturally 
introduced numbers, and gags which have never failed. All combined 
in shrewdly paced entertainment to overcome the usual unwieldiness of 
picture musicals, thereby making a film important on the ladies’ lists. 











‘Riders of the Purple Sage’ (Fox).—Thrilling natural backgrounds and 
beautiful horsemanship haven't the romantic allure to entice the ladies, 
except for the mothers kind enough to accompany their children. 





‘Penrod and Sam’ (FN).—Overacting children directed without under- 
standing of the sensitiveness of childhood, deprives this picture of the 
sincerity necessary to make it a success, 





‘East of Borneo’ (U). Jungle picture with unbelievable but terrifying 
horrors. And a sullen, bad-tempered hero and a villain, neither suave nor 
handsome, make this box-office meller a poor subject for feminine fans. 





; Cleveland and Cincinnati. 


“Captivation” (Ideal).—Provocative battle of the sexes idea muffed 
for American femmes by its British leisureliness, stilted dialog, and the 
underplaying of its sex appealless cast. 





‘Die Lindenwirtin vom Rhein’ (Felsomfilm).—Routine German musical 
story teld by dialog rather than camera. Restricts it to German speaking 


ladies only. 





‘Nur Am Rhein’ (Lothar-Stark). Recommended only for its unpreten- 
tious good humor and lusty songfests. Slow development of a midsum- 
mer night’s prank will awake littlé response from the ladies. 





‘Karamazov’ (Tobis). Eloquent performances, photography and mu- 
sical accompaniment mean nothing to fanettes repulsed by the morbid 
plot and unsavory characters of a Dostoyevsky novel. 





‘The Big Gamble’ (Pathe)—Novel gambler-gangster idea reduced to 
lesser house fare by stilted direction and deprived of femme appeal be- 


| cause of its just so-so cast. 


—<—$$—$— 


over here. If not altogether true 
fact the idea is 100%. eR 


Through the medium having in. 
veigled the bake shop's owner, the 
action is shifted to the bakery where 
Cantor accidentally becomes the 
company’s new efficiency expert the 
fakir had framed for one of his oth. 
er subordinates, 


Barbara Weeks looks well as the 
main half of the love end, while 
Paul Page, opposite, is a cipher and 
made so by the role. No one other 
than the two billed players receive 
any sort of a chance, although 
Charles B. Middleton makes prom. 
inent the role of the medium. 


As a substitute for the Bronx 
cheer, Cantor has in this one the 
gargling quacking of a duck, which 
he does and several others try to 
do. The mingling of comedy with 
the severe meller drama, the chases, 
the villains, the tricks and the hoke, 
all go to provide a comedy meller- 
drammer Eddie Cantor will pull 
across with his personality, which 
is on the screen as on the stage. 

‘Palmy Days’ is not a ‘Whoopee’ 
but it’s a laugh, and that’s what 
Cantor in a theatre guarantees. 

Sime. 


Riders of Purple Sage 


Fox production and release. 
George O’Brien, Marguerite 


Features 
Churchill and 


Noah Beery underlined, Based on Zane 
Grey's novel of same name. Directed by 
Hamilton MacFadden, Photography, Geo, 
Schneiderman; sound, Eugene Grossman, 
At the Roxy, N. Y., week Sept. 25. Rune 
ning time, 58 min. 

Lassiter ..ccscccccccccseess George O'Brien 
Jane Withersteen......Marguerite Churchil] 
Judge Dyer...ccccccscecseceses--Noah Beery 
BOSS oc cccccccccccecscccces Yvonne Pelletier 
VeEnterS cccccccceserscveceseserd James Todd 
OlGrimng@ ccccccccecsccccesese taniey Fields 
FAY wccccccccccceccecccocssess-onirliey Nail 


This Zane Grey milestone is still 
a good western, Hardly for the de 
luxe houses, but the Roxy is dress- 
ing it up by giving it a wide screen 
all the way. For the B and C houses 
and all spots behind those classes 
this veteran of screen stories will 
make good. 

As far as Fox is concerned George 
O’Brien is Jim Lassiter, III, even 
though it’s the first time the char- 
acter has had his voice amplified 
for an audience. Back in ’18 this 
company adapted the Grey tale and 
spotted William Farnum in it. 
Seven years later Fox tried it again 
with Tom Mix. Approximately an- 
other seven years and now O’Brien 
for the story’s debut in sound. Those 
seven-year lapses represent cycles 
in Hollywood, the studios generally 
figuring it suicide to remake a pic- 


ture in any time less than that. 
Anyway, this certainly makes Las- 
siter the Peter Pan of the horse 


operas. 

Here the story gets dialog for the 
first time and that seems one of its 
troubles. Every so often the con- 
versation becomes a little formal 
and stilted for Arizona in the middle 
of the nineteenth century. But 
George Schneiderman’s lens ability 
plus a tot named Shirley Nails go a 
long way to overcome the inept talk. 
The photography, incidentally, is 
probably the main reason the Roxy 
decided upon the big screen. Any 
number of times during the screen- 
ing it’s obvious that Schneidermans 
glass and the wide angle projection 
lens are tossing bouquets at each 
other as there are many instances 
in which one enhances the other. 

If the story needs recounting, and 
it probably doesn’t, the principal 
conjecture is that it was a happy 
day for fisherman Grey when he 
penned ‘Riders.’ It marked the first 
time he hit the best seller class and 
Fox has presumably determined to 
keep it alive forever. 

O’Brien interprets Lassiter as of 
the familiar strong and silent type. 
It’s a likeable performance by the 
featured player whose dexterity 
with a gun is noteworthy here. 
Marguerite Churchill is often in the 
embarrassing predicament of long 
and theatric speeches which won't 
help her impression in the better 
houses if Fox intends to send it 
through these spots embellished by 
enlarged projection. Noah Beery 
is in and out briefly as the much 
discussed but little seen menace. 
McFadden’'s direction has appar- 
ently closely followed the trail of his 
predecessors. No unusual high oF 
low lights although the dramatic 
breaking up of a stampede by Las- 
siter has been muffed for audience 
effect although a climaxing ava- 
lanche has been well cameraed. For 
those who have forgotten the tale 
perhaps a reminder that this ava- 
lanche leaves Lassiter and the girl 
to evidently spend the rest of their 
lives in Surprise Valley will recal 
the yarn which ends when Lassiter 
pushes over the balancing rock t 
choke off the pursuers and at the 
same time close their own one 
means of escape. Director's best 
contribution to all this is a work- 
manlike simulation of a_ secret 
mountain passage having its em 
trance masked by a water falls. — 
A Roxy matinee audience took it 
all good humoredly and found only 
one spot to snicker over, the srl 
tion where the girl gives Lassiter 
back his gun after berating )* 


on“ 





(Continued on page 22) 
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he de agreement arith Fox which is being eral Theatres Corporation. R R A t 
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a Ms ng Fae, — — <r ye the ’ directing. Lupita Tovar, who has|/tanooga, first and second, respec- aes pe eet oi: Sc . ta of 
: rench ‘Sous les Toits de Paris.’ PLAZA’S DOUBLE BILL bee re cae : pitants speaking both, 
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incipal month at three yen ($1.50) top in Ribalta will use the film as propa- |} o,ough, cording to the owners, it never will renc rtage In ig : 
happy the Imperial Theater. First time | 2744 for an attempt to sever re- be. Chattanooga finished close to Shaman : 
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ed ae ‘alled ‘Madame and Housewife’ and I t Pict D Lu Lathe Deeekell wlll : - of nomnd causing the usual cropping out of r 
starred (Mi > a " nto icture e X@ |night baseball, will just about break | ;,, 4; : 
Nort I (Miss) Sato Date and (Miss) Wilette Kershaw Here even with maybe a slight loss. Little ate Sim menees sere. One recently 
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IMMORTAL ‘SABRA’ OF ‘CIMARRON’ 
























PLAYS A GLORIOUS MOTHER ROLE 
Commands the Attention of 
Every Woman in America in 
Her First Real Starring Role 
Ready for exhibition soon 
“Cimarron’s’”- glamorous ‘star_strikes‘the | 
heart: in: a: story: ofa: girl: who tried .the 
dangerous experiment of 
Wie & 
Consolation Rag 
Wiizzing” Star. of “Front t Page’ ; 


MARBRIAGEE 


TUNE IN 


pe eae wee : 
P-A-U-E:-S-L.O.A-N-E- 


RKO—RADIO . PICTURE 


“RA O- Theatre of the Air” 
work kvery Vieht, 


Nel- 


Time 


V. BoC. Coast to Coast 


Friday LO:30 2. MY New York 
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SHORTS! 


but LONG on show.building values! 
NEW! 
FAST! 
NAMES! 


THE NEW: DRAMATIC 
SENSATIONS! . 


NICK/HARRIS 


World Famed Detective and Criminologist 
Unravels Twelve of America’s Most Baff- 
ling Mysteries. Breath-TakingTwo-Reelers 
Produced by Spencer Bennett 


CLARK AND 
Mc CULLOUGH 


Broadway’s Drollest ClownsPack Hilarity 
into Six Two-Reel Panics Produced by 
Lou Brock 


“CHIC’ SALE 


Smack on the Heels of His Hit Sensation 
in “The Star Witness’’. .. Six Two-Reelers 
at His Merriest. Lou Brock Production 


NED SPARKS 


Dead-Pan Riot of Stage and Screen Packs 
All His Tricks into Six Hilarious Two- 
Reel Comedies. Lou Brock Production 


MICKEY M‘GUIRE 


Best Juvenile Draw on the Screen Carries 
On His Prosperous Career in Six More 
Kid Comedies Made by Larry Darmour 


ROSCO ATES 


The Stuttering Laugh Star of “Cimarron’’ 
and “The Big House’”’ in Six Character 
Comedies. Lou Brock Production 


AMEDEE?J.: VAN: BEUREN 
SHORT FEATURES! 


Se. tos 4 AD. i 


% SINGLE “REEL TOM AND JERRY CAR- 
_TOONS ... New and Lively Successors 
to Van Beurens’ Famous Aesop Fables, 


13 ‘LIBERTY SHORT STORIES BAG Single 
reel features from the pens of the world’s 
leading authors. Produced by Nat Ross. 
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re P “RKO Theatre ‘of the Air” N.B.C. 
N F : Ni > Coast to Coast Network Every Fri- 


day ‘Night, 10:30 P..M._N. Y. Time 











+ ROM hey hin Rett ers ery 











ee eee ee 





ane 2 
sem sibs _ ; = A: eee | 
powgn x 


StI weet S12 4 KS 
enone ment) 


epee 


doe, 


gee ot 5k 
EEO 


Na ARDS CES, a NO aR, Sie! $s 
. t _ . st 














™ibe 


Sey eo 


eres 


18 VARIETY 





PECT@RES 





Tuesday, September 29, 193} 











EXPLOITATION = 


oe 


” 


-<- By Epes W. Sargent 





U. A’s Practical Press Sheet 


In pursuance of the new idea of 
offering practical press work to 
United Artists users, the press book 
for Eddie Cantor in ‘Palmy Days’ 
lists a number useful it as 
well as offering sound 


Ps 
UL 


suggestions. 


There is a complete set-up of 
flags and pennants, In luding soft 
untight canvas signs to be hung 


alongside the theatres electric sign 
or on house fronts, a 6-ft. valance 
to be worked in with the pennants 


for the marquee and 3 x 5 ft. bunt- 
ing flags complete with pole and 
windowsill fastener. A real nov- 


elty is a three-piece decoration for 
store fronts. The centerpiece reads: 
‘Eddie Cantor says enjoy Palmy 
Days, buy now,’ with two side 
pieces to frame in the windows. 
These are particularly useful in tie- 
ing in to the cooperative page, fully 
outlined, in which the play title is 
used as a sales slogan. 

Suggestions are offered for phono- 
graph record displays, and the full 
layout for the ‘Pie Eaters Club,’ 
sponsored by Kannen-Blair, is 
given. This contest is also tied into 
Mrs. Wagner's Pies, which go as 
far west as Milwaukee. 

There is an entire page devoted 
to the dunking angle, and a rubber 
doughnut which also is used in this 
connection. 

The press book is notable, both 
for the number of good ideas it 
contains and the absence of stuff 
merely inserted to fill up. 


Former Usher’s Stunts 
Minneapolis. 

Former Publix usher, C. C. Duf- 
fus, is credited with the most ef- 
fective campaign in the history of 
the local Minnesota to sell Thur- 
ston, magician. 

Duffus landed more newspaper 
stories than any attraction house 
ever had. A number of the yarns 
made the front page and nearly all 
were accompanied by effective art. 
He induced one local sheet to send 
a reporter to act as Thurston’s as- 
sistant at a performance and’ sub- 
mit to having a rod run through his 
body, etc. News lad wrote his ex- 
periences and the story got a big 
play. Another sheet had a hand- 
writing analysis contest, and a tie- 
up with a state investigation of a 
grain elevator scandal resulted in a 
large newspaper picture of Thur- 
ston pouring out wheat alongside of 
the state senator conducting the 
probe. 

Thurston’s card-throwing ability 
also tied with newspaper stunt 
which had magician throwing 1,000 
cards from the top of the city’s 
tallest building, 100 of which were 
good for admission. 

Until a short time ago Duffus was 
an usher at the Paramount theatre, 
St. Paul. 


New Haven Day 


New Haven. 


All hands concerned report ex-/ 


ceptional results from exploitation 
of ‘New Haven Day’—set aside to 
give the old prosperity ball rolling 
a shove. 

Every merchant in town joined 
by offering attractive reasons why 
John Citizen should unroll that 
sock Trolleys and busses gave 
free rides to shopping districts dur- 
ing certain hours, leading garages 
and parking spaces gave free park- 
ing to anyone who presented a/sales 
slip from any store, telephone ‘com- 
pany phoned 21,000 housewives to 
remind them of bargain day, and 
taxis cut to a flat 25 cents from 
anywhere in city limits to center. 

All theatres held matinee prices 
till 7 p. m. with invitation to ‘Shop 
first—tthen see a show.’ All lead- 
ing restaurants cut to practically 
zero on lunch and dinner menus. 


Loaves Were Tickets 


Scranton, Pa. 

John Osborne, of the West Side 
theatre, worked a new angle on 
the bread idea when he offered free 
admission to a certain matinee to 
all children who showed a loaf of 
the bread being advertised. They did 
not have to give up the loaf; just 
show it, and were supposed to take 
it home after the show. Some of 
it was eatable after being in a kid’s 
lap all the afternoon. The bakers 
paid for all admissions. 

The stunt worked so well that 
the same bakery worked it at the 
other Publix house, the Globe, and 
it is being relayed to the other 
managers in this division. 

Bakers’ idea is that once their 
product finds it way into the home, 
it can take a repeat. 

Extensive Exploiting 
Minneapolis. 

ilarold Kaplan and Cliff Gill of 
the Minnesota went the limit in ex- 
pl -ting Thurston, the magician. 
‘ Plastered Minneapolis and sur- 
rounding territory with paper. In 
city alone used 4,400 snipe sheets 
and three-quarters billboard space, 
compared with 1,006 and 
one-quarter biilboard used 


sheets 
space 





here recently by Ringlings’ circus 
for two-day stand. 

Magician was also advertised on 
screens of all Publix theatres in 
towns as far distant from Min- 
neapolis as Fargo, N. D., the Min- 
nesuta engagement. being his 
northwest appearance. Heavy radio 
plugging of attraction also helped 
to bring it before public. 


only 


Housman’s Final Plugs 
New York City. 
Among Arthur Housman’s last 
official acts before resigning as ad- 
vertising and publicity director for 
Warner Theatres in New York, was 
to put through a tie-up with 4,500 
grocery stores in the metropolitan 


area. Tie-up was made with B. 
Fisher & Co., importers and dis- 
tributors of coffee. Stores in the 


tie-up by agreement were to display 
window cards and in addition dis- 
tribute certain Warner theatre ad- 
vertising pamphlets. Coffee com- 
pany paid half the printing costs. 

Another angle was to permit cus- 


tomers in free to houses between 
certain hours on specific days by 
presenting coffee labels in question. 

Another tie-up put through by 


Housman was advertising of War- 
ner theatres in 900 Parmelee and 
Yellow Cabs free of charge, 


Large Rewards 


Kenton, Ohio. 

Hanging the idea on the prison 
angle of ‘Pardon Us,’ the Ohio the- 
atre got out 3,000 handbills similar 
to those used by the police, with 
pictures of Laurel and Hardy with 
their convict numbers. The text 
was headed ‘$5,000 Reward’ and ran 
on: ‘These two desperate characters 
are roaming the countryside with 
avowed intention of inflicting rau- 
cous laughter upon unsuspecting 
citizens. You are hereby warned 
that they will be seen at the Ohio 
theatre, Kenton, Ohio, in their first 
full length ‘talking picture, “Pardon 
Us,” on Sept. 6-7-8-9. $5,000 worth 
of real laughs is the reward offered 
each individual who catches them 
doing their tomfoolery in the fun- 
niest picture of this year.’ 


M. C’ing the Nags 

f Detroit. 
Something different was the use 
of an m. c. at the opening of a rac- 
ing season. Devonshire track, at 
Windsor, just across the _ river, 
wanted to be different for the open- 
ing. It borrowed Stan Meyers from 
the Fox theatre, giving in return the 
‘Stan Meyers-Fox Theatre Handi- 
cary as the feature race the opening 

ay. 

Meyers wisecracked over the am- 
plifiers, introduced the nags and 
congratulated the winners. Got 
plenty of news pictures in both De- 
troit and Windsor. 


Tipped the Patrons 


Bristol, Tenn. 

Cashing in on. the business done 
by the previous attraction was one 
angle in M. S. Suggs’ campaign on 
‘Sporting Blood’ at the Paramount. 
Prior show was ‘Daddy Long Legs,’ 
and each ticket buyer was handed a 
memo slip along with his tickets 
reminding him that the racing play 
was coming. Just before ‘Legs’ 
opened, he staged a preview of 
‘Blood,’ passing out comment cards, 
which were filled in by the promi- 
nent citizens attending. These were 
placed on a special board in the 
lobby and got a lot of attention from 
the ‘Legs’ audiences. Opinions also 
quoted in the newspaper ads. 


New Clock Gag 


Knoxville. 

W. E. Drumbar got a new one on 
the old clock gag. Clock was placed 
in a jeweler’s window, and public 
was invited to estimate how much 
the clock would gain or lose in a 
given period. Contest was closed 
before estimators had an opportu- 
nity to check too closely on the 
clock. 

Tickets for ‘Murder by the Clock,’ 
at the Tennessee, were the prizes, 
and the clock was bedded in adver- 
tising material for the picture. Jew- 
eler’s sales angle was that electric 
clocks neither gain nor lose. 


Down Under, Too 

Idea of tie-ups direct with the 
trade on behalf of pictures had 
spread to Australia, where First 
National arranged to have dealer 
drives on phonograph records co- 
incident with showings of “Vien- 
nese Nights,’ now current there. 

These displays are arranged be- 
tween F. N. and the Vocalion Co. 
and timed for the local showing 
independent of the theatre activities. 





Has Social Sec. 


Milwaukee. 
Joe Kinsky is using a special sec- 
retary to put over the bridge club 
idea at the Oriental. The sec con- 
tacts merchants arranging for do- 
nations of beverages and solids for 
the party and then sells the wo- 





men's clubs the idea of having a 





A Suggestion 


Perhaps the first film exhib 
around New York to suggest 
that reviewers stay away is 
Jos. Fliesler of the Eighth St. 
Playhouse. 

In sending out announce- 
ments of his new film, ‘Naples 
and Sorrento,’ which opened 
Friday (25), he added a note to 
picture critics that he didn't 
think it worth their while to 
review it. 

To save pannings? 











party at the theatre with refresh- 
ments free. Girl takes care of all 
the routine, including press work. 
and the gag has landed 26 organ- 
ization already, many of which 
probably will encore. 

The payoff is not merely the sale 
of admission tickets for the party. 
but the building of the house as a 
smart place to frequent. Working 
out nicely. 


Clocks Marked the Time 
Sheboygan, Me. 

Opening ‘Murder By the Clock’ 
with a midnight show, Ed Benjii 
advertised by a display of a dozen 
clocks in the electric companys 
window all pointing to 11:44, the 
starting time of the show. 


Practical Presswork 


Watertown, N. Y. 

Van Ice Sisters, main stage at- 
traction at the Avon theatre, earned 
their salaries here. M. M. Shenk- 
man of the Avon arranged with 
seven stores to have the girls de- 
liver ice to their establishments for 
two days. 

Ice company supplied the ice and 





a bannered truck, and a crowd fol- 
lowed the girls around watching 
them make their delivery rounds. 
Got them in all the papers and am- 
ple write-ups. 

As a side line, the ice co. tossed 
in a Christmas tree frozen into a 
eake of ice and several placards 
frozen into other cakes announcing 
film and stage show. 


A Legit Idea 

‘Breadwinner,’ at the Booth, New 
York, invited 20 debs as guests and 
threw a reception after matinee 
backstage to have the girls meet the 
players... Figured thrill of meeting 
performers would create favorable 
talk for show. 


Pretty Soft 
Asbury Park. 

Getting the breaks, R. K. Stone- 
brook arranged with Vina Delmar 
to review the film of her own book, 
‘Bad Girl,’ when it played the Para- 
mount. Miss Delmar has a summer 
home near here and consented to 
write the review for the ‘Press,’ 
which made a large noise about its 
guest critic. 

For a week ahead of the show all 
who took out marriage licenses at 
the local bureau were urged to see 
the picture, a form letter telling 
them the reason why. Most of the 
letters were passed around, ampli- 
fying the circulation. 


Host to Kiddies 


Moorhead, Minn. 

Looking for the school trade, a 
stationery store here made a dea! 
with M. Kempenisch, of the Moor- 
head, for a special party for the 
kids, buying the show and giving 
tickets to all children who bought 
at least 25c worth at the store. Pay- 
ment assured Kempenisch more 
than his usual mat profit and in 
addition he got the benefit of con- 





BEHIND 





the KEYS 








Columbus. 
ass’t mer. of 
transferred to the 


Robert Senft, 
Loew's Ohio, 
Broad. 

Harold Kelly, mgr. at the Palace 
(RKO), transferred to RKO serv- 
ice department, New York. Re- 
placed here by John Keyes. 


Buffalo. 
Shea-Publix will reopen the Court 
Street Oct. 1 with a low price first- 
run picture policy. 





Galveston. 
R. P. Waid now managing Tre- 
mont (Publix) here. Previously in 
Oklahoma and south Texas for 
same chain. 





Reading, Pa. 
Jack Jones is manager of State 
here. 


Utica, N. Y. 

Colonial, controlled by Nathan L. 
Robbins, and dark since last March, 
when dramatic stock flopped after 
a brief try, is slated to pass to 
Freeder & Grossman, theatrical firm 
operating in the Hudson sector. 

Vaudefilm is understood the pro- 
posed policy. 


Los Angeles. 

Following Fox-West Coast changes 
were made: 

El Ray, formerly Temple, Alham- 
bra, Calif., reopened. 

The California, San Diego, Calif.; 
Astoria, Astoria, Ore.; Mutual, Las 
Vegas, N. M., all closed. 

Rialto, Portland, Ore., sub-leased. 

Isis, Boulder, Col., operating daily 
instead of thrice weekly. 

Mel Todd appointed manager Fox 
Paramount, and C. E. Miller man- 
ager Strand, both Cheyenne, Wyo. 
H. B. Ashton new manager Fox 
Paramount, North Platte, Neb. All 
— houses recently acquired from 
"ar. 

Robert Cannom replaced J. D. 
L’Esperance as manager Orpheum, 
San Diego, latter replacing George 
Christoffers of the Egyptian and 
Franklin Elledge of the Fairmount, 
both San Diego. 


Marinette, Wis. 
Tom Egan, Coast legit manager. 
now in charge of the two Fox houses 
here. 


Los Angeles. 

California and Mission, Santa 
Barbara, reopened Sept. 20. 

Frank E. Rainsberger took 
the Riverside, L. A. 

Hi Peskay failed to take over the 
Stearns, Fillmore, which remains 
under old management. 

Paramount in Coachella closed. 


over 


Bayside, L. I. 
The Victory theatre on air three 
nights a week over WWRL, using 
local talent. 








Long Beach, L. I. 
West End theatre will remain 





open all 
opening. 


year. First time since 


Jamaica, L. I. 
Fox reopened as grind with Jules 
Fields, manager, and Jack Reis, 
asst.; 10-15c at all times, 


New York City. 
Columbia, Harlem, dark for some 
time, reopens tonight (29) as the 
sixth link in the Harry Harris cir- 
cuit. In direct competition with 
the same operator’s Sunset theatre. 


Kansas City. 
Central theatre, Kansas City, 
leased by E. S. Young. Reopened 
Sept. 25. 





Los Angeles. 

Martin Schwartz named manager 
of Warners’ Western, new WB key 
house here opening Oct. 7. Schwartz 
has been managing WB houses in 
the northwest. 

F. W. Barnett comes out from 
the Strand, New York, as assistant 
manager. Albert Hay Malotte to 
handle the organ. 


Los Angeles. 
Bryant Wiest, manager of the L. 
A. Orpheum, moves up to the RKO 
Golden Gate at San Francisco, cov- 
ering Jack Gross’ promotion to S. 
F. city manager. 
New Orpheum manager in Los 
Angeles is M. A. Anderson, moved 
over from assistant at the RKO. 


San Francisco. 
RKO has brought in Bryant 
Weist as asst mgr. at the Golden 
Gate. Shifts Neil Crowley to Oak- 
land Orpheum. 





Kansas City. 
Al Wheeler, Detroit, appointed 
local booker for Metro, succeeding 
Arthur Johnson. 


Ottumwa, Ia. 
R. K. Fulton, former manager of 
the Strand (Publix), in Waterloo, 
now mgr. of the Ottumwa and 
Rialto theatres, this city, operated 
by Jake Cohen. 


Salem, Ore. 

M. A. Silver, head of Warners 
coast division, has appointed Earl 
Rice manager of the Elsinore and 
Capitol theatres here. Rice re- 
places Martin Schwartz, who goes 
to Los Angeles as mer. of the new 
Warners’ Western theatre. Opens 
Oct. 7. 


Yonkers, N. Y. 
Charles F. Burns succeeds Greg- 
ory Ellis as manager of Loew's 
here. Ellis held the job two weeks. 
Burns comes from Loew’s Victoria, 
New York. Ellis is off the Loew 
circuit. 





Springfield, TM. 
Central Tlinois Theatres Co., of 
Taylorville, incorporated with $15,- 
000 capital to operate picture house 
in Taylorville, already leased. 





siderable advertising done by the 
store. Latter not only paid for the 
show, but printed its own tickets 
paid for a special trailer and put 
out 3,000 heralds, 

Helped the house at regular per. 
formances and store figures it hae 
an edge on the kid trade until some 
competitor beats the scheme. 


A Shirt for Brown 


Chattanooga. 

Ralph E. Phillips pinned most of 
his advertising for ‘Broadmindeq’ at 
the State to an oversize shirt, in- 
tended for window display. He got 
a cutout head of Joe E. Brown that 
just about sized up with the shirt 
provided an extra long neck and 
then offered a few tickets to those 
most accurately estimating the size 
of the shirt. As the neck was 47 le 
inches, no one got it exactly, so the 
tickets went to the closest figures, 

Made a nice business for the store 





loaning and displaying the shirt, as 
well as for the State. 
Played Up Trial 
Lawrence, Mass. 
Plugging the trial scene as the big 


sales angle of ‘American Tragedy? 
M. Melincoff, of the Warner, got out 
a neat note-size letter to the Law- 
rence Bar Ass'n. Called it ‘the 
greatest criminal trial ever staged 
either in real life or screen fiction,’ 

Repeated on a flashy one-sheet 
throwaway regular newspaper size, 
with ‘Girl's body found’ as the 
screamer. Got plenty of attention 
at little cost, 


In Australia 
For ‘Dirigible,’ Tivoli tied up with 
Yellow Cab Company to tour city 
carrying banners. A huge street- 
float showing a 30-foot dirigible in 
action made a tour of the city 
streets. Forty city and 70 neighbor- 
hood stores ran window displays. 
‘Skippy’ premiered here and igs 
bringing the kiddies back to the 
theatre again. Paramount offered 
$100 for the best kid impersonation 
of Skippy. Any amount of free 
space in the newspapers. 


Checkers in Lobby 


Minneapolis. 

Dick Gilbert, head of RKO divis- 
sion exploitation, has lined up Bert 
Titus, state checker champion, as 
lobby attraction for St. Paul Ore 
pieum and President theatres dur- 
ing next two weeks without cost to 
houses. 

Put through by tieups with two 
loop cafes in St. Paul. Restaurants 
pay Titus’ salary for the two weeks 
in return for his appearance at the 
establishments one hour a day and 
advertising in theatre lobbies and 
on screens. 


Taxidermist Helps 


Dallas. 
Landing an amateur taxidermist 
with an unusual array of specimens, 
Curt Beck managed a lobby for the 
RKO Majestic that attracted atten- 
tion to “Borneo.” 

Collection included alligators, 
stuffed pelts of various wild game, 
relics of some jungle hunt. To top 
it, Beck located a seaman in Gale 
veston with a preserved octopus 
Which rated center in the fover. 


Request Week Works 


Dallas. 

To stimulate interest in its new 
suburban, the ‘Texas, Hughes- 
Franklin tried a request week. 

Customers invited to write or 
phone in for ancient features, Man- 
ager picking six from the jumble 
and running them one day per. An 
innovation in this section and got 
over. Fact that house is new and 
located in heart of large suburb 
helped. 


Models as Doubles 
Detroit. 

Big fur store and the Fox tied in 
for a fashion show. Newspaper ran 
a contest for eight models, girls to 
be doubles of Fox players. Freddie 
Schader, press agent, and Bill Ray- 
nor, manager, enzineered, 

Show was additional for 
anniversary week, with fur 
store buying two and a half pages 
of ads in the local papers. 


bally 


the 


Manager as Cantor 
Hazleton, Pa. 

Ben M. Cohen, manager the 
Capitol theatre, sang the Kol Nidre 
service at Temple Beth Israel. laré~ 
est congregation in town. Not in- 
tended to be a press sturt, but the 
papers gave him plenty with par- 
allel on ‘Jazz Singer.’ 


Now It’s Spaghetti 
Wilkes-Barre, 

Frank Urganus, of the Hasel 
Street, has one to replace the ple* 
eating. Offers $5 to the kid eat 
ing the most spaghetti without cute 


of 


Pa. 





ting it. Nearby spaghetti —_ 
provides the dish in return for ‘tor 
advertisement. Weekly event *° 


the present. 
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Showmen and public SHOUT 
mighty box-office hit smashes 
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Directed by 
Norman McLeod 








GROUCHO, ~ Ton bet Ponte 
—fe ede em 


This is the 
type of 
newspaper 
advertising 
that is tell- 
ing the na- 
tion about 
this great 
comedy. 
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with joy as PARAMOUNT’S” 
‘s| reeords from coast to coast 





























”y 
Leod 


;} PARAMOUNT? 
iy 











PITTSBURGH 


Sensational opening Stanley theatre. 
Biggest grosses ever despite terrific heat 


and tough opposition. 


CINCINNATI 


Palace theatre records cracked wide 
open. More money than they thought 
existed. 


SEATTLE 


Smashing business at Paramount the- 





atre. A sure cure for the blues! 


DES MOINES 


Outgrosses previous Marx Brothers hits 
by hundreds of dollars at Des Moines 
theatre. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


Played to greatest number of people in 
any single day since Paramount opened. 








KANSAS CITY 


Crowds jammed Newman theatre from 





morning until late at night. Biggest 


business in months! 


LOS ANGELES 


Terrific smash at United Artists theatre. 
More business than any single week in 


years. 


HARTFORD 


All house records broken at Allyn the- 


atre. Audiences go crazy! 


BOSTON 


Opened day and date Uptown and Wash- 
ington Street theatres. Thousands turned 


away during run! 


INDIANAPOLIS 


Indiana theatre packs them in for days. 
Business better than boom times! 


@ Check over the entire country. Every engagement is a sensation! 
Large cities, small towns, it’s all the same. Broken box-office records! 


Is it any wonder exhibitors are happy they signed a 1931-32 contract! 
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Riders of Purple Sage 


(Continued from page 14) 


killer instinct. Picture doesn’t look 
expensive and for that reason, in 
addition to its scenic beauty and 
action, it should finally line up as 
a refutation of the ‘they can’t come 
back’ theory. It is entirely void of 
comedy other than for the antics of 
the diminutive Miss Niles. 

Fox ads for the Roxy showing 
ran in the dailies without mention- 
ing a cast name, and on the intro- 
duectory screen wording the author 
is above the film’s title. Lack of 
drawing power among the players 
Is a handicap for the picture which 
won't figure so much for the sub- 
sequent runs. Sid. 


PENROD AND SAM 


First National production and release. 
Based on story by Booth Tarkington, with 
adaptation and dialog by Waldemar Young. 
Directed by William Beaudine. Photog- 
raphy by Roy Overbaugh. Co-features 
Leon Janney and Junior Coghlan. At 
Strand, N. Y., week of Sept. 24, Running 
time, 71 mins. 

Penrod. .....+. POP ery: Fy 
Mr. Schofield...cccccccccsesssess Matt Moore 
Mrs. Schofield...i.ssseee-Dorothy Peterson 
Bc 00006406 Heneceseseasseuseee Vobuwe 
Mr. Bassett..cccscceseeseee Johnny Arthur 
Mrs. Passett..ccccccccccecces-+-2azu Pitts 
Mr. Bitts..... dudeéwoceseeses See. See 
Mr. Williams. cccccesecserss: Wade Boteler 
Margaret...coocseccseesesshelen Beaudine 





Theatres from deluxe first runs 
down to subsequent tailers on dou- 
ble-feature grinds, can safely play 
‘Penrod and Sam.’ Barring such 
uncontrollable detriments as_ in- 
fantile paralysis, this kid entry 
ought to be decidedly okay unless 
exploitation allows it to come in 
unnoticed. There’s a strong adult 
appeal wrapped up in this one, too. 
Maybe even more so than for the 
youngsters. 

This Tarkington theme has been 
ably adapted and competently di- 
rected. William Beaudine, giving 
the orders, displays a sympathetic 
and honest understanding of kids, 
their troubles, the parents’ attitude 
and the natural flair of youngsters 
as concerned here, 

Setting might be any town. 
Janney, as Penrod, 
Coghlan, as Sam, his pal, are a 
perfect twain. Former. hands in a 
corking performance, perhaps do- 
ing the best work he has so far 
shown on the screen, And even 
so, young Coghlan tops him by a 
slight margin in that he is the more 
natural throughout. 

Action carries interest and sus- 
pense with but a couple spots 
where it threatens to slip a little. 
The laughs are spread all the way 
but make room for a couple of se- 
quences where sentimental episodes 
are woven into the story, such as 
the accidental killing of Penrod’s 
dog. A schoolroom scene is par- 
ticularly funny. 

Shack on a vacant lot where one 
set of boys have formed a club that 
isn’t for the sissies who want to 
get in, with a couple colored kids 
around, reminds of Hal Roach’s 
Gang but it’s okay. 

Father of Penrod is Matt Moore 
and the mother, Dorothy Peterson. 
Both excellent. Other parts are 
minor but the casting has been 
with an eye to types which fit. 
Photography standard and record- 
ing fine. Char. 


EAST OF BORNEO 


Universal production and release directed 
by George Melford., Features Rose Hobart 
and Charles Bickford. Dale Van Avery 
story, George Robinson cameraman. At 
the Mayfair, N. Y., week Sept. 25. Run- 
ning time, 73 mins, 

Linda Randolph...... eeeccseccs Rose Hobart 
Dr..- CUAr: oc00s ecccesceeeeCharles Bickford 
Prince of Marudu........George Renavent 
Niel@® ccccvccveccedccccccces Lupita Tovar 
OSMAN, scccossecccresss «+++-Noble Johnson 


Leon 
and Junior 








Sensational jungle and animal 
story loaded with thrill and a nat- 
ural for the neighborhood trade, 
even if it is pretty naive in treat- 
ment for the deluxers. For the 
class spots, however, it is promising 
for a week, Picture that ought to 
be great in the right places and 
moderately strong anywhere except 
blue-stocking clienteles. 

Literary treatment is rather aw- 
ful. That is to say, done in the 
action-at-any-price way of the old 
serial screamers, but the stuff in- 
volving tiger, leopard and snake 
shocks is effective in a vigorous 
way. General script quality is Jules 
Verne in its lowest terms, but the 
animal stuff is strong, even when 
obviously illusion. 

Some are even a bit too strong 
for the feminine trade, as in a se- 
quence of a native forced into a 
river boiling with alligators and 
made to swim for his life. Villain 
stands on the bank and describes 
the action with vivid eloquence, 
with views of the ghastly race to 
supply the kick. They give it all 
except the hair-raising climax, 
which is implied. Plenty more alli- 
gator-and-swamp effects that are 
ereepy. Effect is a little painful 
and sickly. Same feeling goes for a 
scene in which an enormous boa 
constrictor winds across a raft 
among natives and all but climbs 
— the heroine’s couch while she 
sieeps, 

A high-voltage sequence is a 
black leopard leaping from a tree 
on the river bank upon one of the 
raftsmen as man and heast topple 
into the water for a life-and-death 


struggle. An abundance of close- 
ups of tigers and other sinister 
creatures stalking about among the 
forest and killing the smaller jungle 
animals may be cut-ins of the real 
thing. 

All serves as the background for 
an implausible story of a white doc- 
tor who flees civilization and be- 
comes court physician to a wilder- 
ness rajah when his wife double- 
crosses him. Woman still loves him 
and goes into the jungle to call him 
back. Rajah is modeled after the 
polite but vicious character of ‘The 
Green Goddess,’ and the whole busi- 
ness is transparent makebclieve. 
However, the utter naivette of the 
thing is disarming and passes mus- 


ter as an excuse upon which to 
hang the astonishing technical 


work. 

Miss Hobart, from the stage, has 
been seen several times before, and 
here plays a stilted role with the 
maximum of plausibility, and is 
even more than ever suggestive of 
Norma Shearer. Bickford in a 
scarcely less theatrical part some- 
how manages to imbue it with a 
certain human character, a triumph 
of the actor’s art. George Rena- 
vent achieves the proper sinister 
treatment by methods sometimes 
strongarm. 


Photography is skillful consider- 
ing that most of the shots are done 
in half lights which may have been 
necessary to the technique or de- 
signed to promote the generally 
creepy feeling. Scenic stuff is an 
unqualified thrill, especially in the 
final footage, where the picture gets 
a climax kick in the eruption of 
a voleano and the devastation 
wrought by the lava stream as it 
engulfs a whole countryside. 


What seem .to be huge convul- 
sions of the earth appear, a slow 
river of rocks, earth and molten 
lava overwhelm great buildings and 
topple a giant idol of Buddha. Ef- 
fect is overpowering and puts an 
ultimate punch in an absorbing 
demonstration of film device. 

Rush. 


EX-BAD BOY 


Universal production and release. Fea- 
tures Robert Armstrong and Jean Arthur. 
From play by John Emerson and Anita 
Loos, ‘The Whole Town’s Talking.’ Di- 
rected by Vin Moare. Screen play by Dale 
Van Every. Dialog by Fred Niblo, Jr. 
Photographer, Jerome Ash. At Loew's 
New York, N. Y., one day, Sept. 24, as 
single feature. Running time 76 mina. 
Chester Binney..........Robert Armstrong 
Ethel Simmons..... Qeceescoese Jean Arthur 
Roger Shields......e+.+..-+-Jason Robards 
Henry Simmons..........Spencer Charters 
Mrs, Simmons.......+++.».Grayce Hampton 
Tetta Lardo...ssccccccccessees+-Lla Lane 





Swift... caccegcenseescoss, George Brent 


Sadie BOOM. .scossecsceesares »Mary Doran 





Not likely that this picture can 


effect noticeable business except in: 


the smallest spots. Characters and 
dialog too colorless on entertain- 
ment pattern to satisfy elsewhere 
unless. well supported by other 
screen or stage fare. For the latter 


end the picture stands up as only 
emergency material. 


Picture is not especially bad, but 
its theme is not the selling kind. 


It’s about a hick who is planted 
with a shady past to establish some 
s. a. for himself and win the prize 
beauty of a small town because she 
only likes the boys with big town 
finesse. Manufactured past, a pic- 
ture queen, arrives in town with 
her director, who also is her fiance. 
That’s the complication. 


Play from which this screen piece 
was made may have been okay, but 
the picture is no proof either way. 

Title is its own mystery besides 
certain miscasting. Jason Robards 
attempts French as the heavy and 
there’s a slapstick fight. 


Armstrong’s in and out perform- 
ance may be due to direction. He 
tries for comedy with a falsetto 
that sometimes gets misunderstood. 
Spencer Charters is a standout. 

Shan, 


CAPTIVATION 


(BRITISH MADE) 


Ideal production. Capital release. Stars 
Conway Tearle and features Betty Stock- 
ford. Direction by John Harvel. Story. by 
Edgar Middleton, Photographer, James 
Rogers. RCA recorded. At the Beacon, 
N. Y., as half of double bill, week Sept. 
25. Running time, 62 mins. 

Hugh Somerton..........+..Conway Tearle 


Ann Moore..... coccccccceee tty Stockford 
Re COON. 66006064 0600404 Marilyn Mawn 
Col. Jordan...... ...A. Bromley Davenport 
Fiuffy .sscce 0400060.006506644 Louise Tinsley 
Skipper cecccoces 


$006eeneen Frederick Volpe 


Little or no box office value. 
Picture apparently was made with 
no understanding of public appeal 
and technically full of faults, start- 
ing with the recording. Has no ac- 
tion and given a break by being 
even then spotted on a double bill 
at this house. Plot is indefinite 
and made from pure chatter about 
a writer who hates women but 
writes about them, and a girl who 
doesn’t care n.ach what she does as 
long as it looks okay to her friends, 

Conway Tearle plays the bored 
writer and in that manner. If pho- 
tographed aptly both Betty Stock- 
ford and Marilyn Mawn could fig- 
ure to advantage but they get no 





breaks here, Shan, 


Die Lindenwirtin von 
Rhein 


(‘The Inn at the Rhein’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
(With Songs) 


Fellner and Somlo-Tobis production and 
Associated Cinemas release in America. 
Stars Kaethe Dorsch. Directed by George 
Jacoby. Music, Michael Krausz; photog- 
raphy, Otto Kanturek and Heinrich Ba- 
lasch. At the Europa. N. Y., for grind 
run, beginning Sept. 23. Running time, 
93 mins, 

Annemarie Babbinger.......Kaethe Dorsch 
Heinz Rabbinger......-:see+:- Fritz Schultz 
Dr. Hans Trieborn.,..Hans-Heinz Boliman 
College President.....++. eeee--Karl Platen 
Dean Dinglebey...ssessees »»-Paul Henkels 
Emilie, his wife....ccccccccoess.-1da Perry 
Broemmel......-sees seccccocescORmer Bane 
Auguste, his wife..... coccececes 108 Wuest 
Tilly, their daughter..........Marie Elsner 
Dr. Kummelmeier.......++e++--Oskar Sima 


After playing ‘Zwei Herzen ’im 
% Takt’ for 50 weeks, Max Gold- 
berg looks to have another good 
crowd pleaser for his Europa. Un- 
likely that ‘Lindenwirtin’ will last 
nearly as long as ‘Zwei Herzen’ but 
it will linger long enough at this 
house. Outside of this theatre it’s 
another story. Picture holds noth- 


ing for American audiences,. but 
will appeal to the German resi- 
dents, Has several tunes that will 
sell, 

Film was made with the song 
angle on top. Instead of being a 
film with music it’s a series of 
songs, with a story intermeshed. 
About -10 songs in all with ‘Du 
Blonde Lindenwirtin’ (‘You Blonde 
Inn-keeper’) and ‘Zu Jeder Liebe 
Gehoert ein Glaeschen Wein’ (‘To 
Each Love Belongs a Glass of 
Wine’) outsanding. Not listed as 
waltzes, although played mostly in 
three-four time. 


Story is one of those things. 
Rich parents have a nice match 
fixed up for their daughter with a 
college lecturer. But the prof is in 
love with the femme inn-keeper 
and the daughter is in love with 
the inn-keeper’s son. One or two 
complications and twists and the 
two couples clinch, It takes 93 min- 
utes because of the tunes, 


Both lead roles are played by 
new picture faces. Femme lead is 
Kaethe Dorsch, who has an operetta 
rep in Germany. A bit too hefty 
for the camera. May have neces- 
sitated putting plump ladies in all 
the femme parts, explaining the 
parade of heavyweights, 

Hans-Heinz Baumann, from opera, 
is head man and is okay on his 
baritone voice. Supporting char- 
acters more happily cast including 
work by Ida Wuest and Oskar 
Sabo, two of the best light char- 
acter people over there. 


Photography only fair, with the 
sound unevenly recorded, meaning 
that the booth boys will have work 
with the fader. 


Second day, the Europa was 
packed with plenty of standees. 
House has less than 300 seats. 

Kauf. 


THE HARD HOMBRE 


Allied Pictures Corp. Production and 
release, Directed by Otto Brower. Stars 
Hoot Gibson, Lina Basquette featured. 
Cast: Matilde Comont, Jessie Arnold, Ray- 
mond Nye, Christian Frank, Jack Byron, 
Frank Winkleman. Story by Jack Natte- 
ford. Photographed by Harry Neumann. 
At Loew’s N. Y., one day, Sept. 15, as half 
of double feature. Running time, 6 mins. 








One of the best Hoot Gibson has 
made. Due mostly to constant 
trend of picture for laughs instead 
of going for the usual hokey pokey 
melodrama. Idea fits Gibson and he 
plays ‘Peaceful’ Patton for every 
ounce of fun in the character. 


Cast gives good support and the 
story is interesting in making Gib- 
son a sort of mama’s boy cow- 
puncher who hates fights. He hap- 
pens to resemble a tough guy and 
action takes Gibson to become 
ranch foreman far the girl. Gibson 
gains all points among cowboys and 
bad men because they take him for 
his hard-boiled double. Latter, of 
course, finally shows up for the 
fight, which changes Gibson’s nick- 
name. 

As half a double feature bill it 
fitted nicely and smaller grinds can 
easily use it for a mid-week single 
feature. The laughs pile up rapidly. 

Earl. 





NAPULI E SURRINTO 


(Naples and Sorrento) 
(ITALIAN MADE) 
(With Songs) 


Italian Star production and distribution. 
Features Lucia Zanutti. Directed by Re- 
nato Seccia. Music, D, Letti; photography, 
G. Pisano and FE. Nanfredi; titles and dia- 
logue, A. Camobasso: English titles, Anna 
Giodano., At the 8th Street Playhouse, 


N. Y., for grind run Sept. 25. Rurpning 
time, 80 mins, 

LAICIM’ ci sccdocs ecccccosecccccess. ls Zanutti 
CarlicciO sescecccecseccessessA, Mormisatte 
AlWDETtO .cccccccccccccccccccccce A. D’ Anza 


Aristiride ...scecscccccccessesesessA. Pochet 
Dona Clotide....cccscccesesseesA. Artemisa 
Dona Adelaide... secsoeke SPornari 
Maria Almari... eccccccee’, Costello 








A bad picture all the way but at 
this Playhouse, with prices fairly 
stiff, they were lining ‘em up and 
looking forward to a healthy run. 





Since b.o. returns are all 





that | impressive. 


counts, maybe this picture is okay. 
What makes it even more of an 
enigma is that the customers seem 
to eat it up. Only possible expla- 
nation is that the Italians are very 
loyal. . 
Film looks to have been a silent 
originally. Only a few portions are 
in dialogue, with about four songs 
in Italian. Maybe the songs do the 
trick. They’re good, old Neapolitan 
tunes and nicely sung but have 
nothing to do with the script. 
Lucia Zanutti is the star and 
either has been badly directed or 
has her own waving ideas. That 
also goes for others in the cast. 
Story is one of those tear-jerkers 
of a gal who goes wrong for love, 
loses her baby and tries to commit 
suicide. After that everything turns 
out all right. 
Italian nabes can possibly do some- 
thing with this release on the nov- 
elty of a native made picture. Kauf. 


NUR AM RHEIN 


CONLY ON THE RHINE’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
(With Music) 


Lothar Stark production and Foreign 
Talking Pictures release in America. Di- 
rected by Max Mack. Scenario, Jacques 
Bachrach and Max Mack; photography, 
Mutz Greenbaum and Akos Farkas; sound, 
Walter Ruhland; music, Fred Raymond; 
musical direction, Schmidt-Boelcke. Pro- 
duction supervision, A. Potok. At the 
Belmont, N. Y., for grind run, beginning 


Sept. 24. Running time, 80 mins 

Burgomaster.....++. eoecceoces Emil Rameau 
Hie Wil. ccrcicccsscce «»-Marie Reisenhofer 
Hanne, his daughter......ee0+6. Dasy d’Ora 
TOE, MIO GON. cicccece evccces Carl Balhaus 
Lore, Hanna’s friend,.... Truus van Aalten 
Captain Barrymore,..eesececeseees Igo Sym 
Houp, Rin valet ivtcedsvdeccs cts Teddy Bill 
English Major....e.ese++-+--- Hugh Douglas 
Lehmamnn....eces eoseseesdUlius Falkenstein 
Trude, MAldicerccccccvccsse »... Lene Illing 


Three pictures located along the 
Rhine came into New York this 
week, This is one, Rhineland 
scenery, beer, gardens, students and 


all. Too much of a handicap for 
‘Nur Am Rhein’ to climb over, be- 
cause it’s only an average German 
musical. Outside New York it ought 
to do fair business in German nabes 
and may even grab some occasional 
American trade because of the nov- 
elty of handling, 


Story is about the British occupa- 
tion of the Rhine, which happens 
at the climax, allowing for consid- 
erable English conversation, sol- 
diers, and waving of flags. Good 
deal of this is probably newsreel 
clip but well handled. 


An English captain faHs in love 
with the Burgomaster’s daughter. 
Lehmann, a tattle-talish interpreter 
attached to the British, gossips 
about it with the girl’s brother, a 
student, deciding to teach him a 
lesson. He gets his college friends 
and gives Lehmann a_ thorough 
hazing, later being arrested to face 
court martial for insulting a mem- 
ber of the British staff, Evacuation 
orders come just in time to save 
the boy and pave the way for a 
wedding between the Englishman 
and the Dutch maid. 


Pleasantly told and acted, the film 
is mildly entertaining, although 
never impressive. Igo Sym is hand- 
some and convincing as the captain. 
Daisy d’Osa is pretty as the girl, 
although Truus van Aalten, as her 
girl friend, almost steals the film 
away from her. Latter is one of the 
cleverer young German actresses 
and looks a little like Colleen Moore. 
Lulius Falkenstein, as the gossip, is 
splendid with the rest of the cast 
adequate, 


Sound and recording are good 
with two songs just so-so, Kawuf. 


DER BALL 


(The Ball) 
(FRENCH MADE) 
(German Version) 

Berlin, Sept. 16. 


Marcel Vandal and Charles Delac pro- 
duction and Metropolfilm release. Directed 
by Wilhelm ‘Thiele. Production manage- 
ment Simon Schiffrin. Manuscript, Kurt 
Siodmak and Ladislaus Fodor, after a story 
by Irene Nemirowsky. Music, Werner 
Heymann; photography, Nikolaus Fargas; 
sound, H. Storr. Recorded on Tobis-Klang- 
film. Cast: Lucie Mannheim, Reinhard 
Schuenzel, Dolly Haas, Gertrud Wolle, Paul 
Otto and Wanda Greville. At Gloria Palast 
Berlin. Running time, 86 mins, . 








With this talker Wilhelm Thiele 
brings the Gloria Palast back to its 
original policy of showing strong 
films. ‘The Ball’ is, in its way, the 
best German version shown so far. 
It has a good chance at t&iz house. 


This is the first picture where 
everything is in Thiele’s style, from 
placing the actors to the architec- 
ture, 

It tells of a married couple, own- 
ing a haberdashery shop, suddenly 
becoming rich. The quiet harmony 
of family life is nearly ruined, but 
towards the end the daughter suc- 
ceeds in reuniting her parents. 

What Thiele has made out of this 
rather thin story is much, but not 
all, He has also made an interest- 
ing and strange comedy in which 
style G0es against style, and this 
will be the reason if the picture 
ete not prove to be a great success 
1ere, 

Film is a mark for Dolly Haas, 
who is charmingly natural as the 
daughter of the nouveau riche. 


__— 


. . « e ° 
Zein Weib’s Lubovnick 
(‘His Wife’s Lover’) 

(IN YIDDISH) 
(With Songs) 

Nathan Hirsh and M. Kletnerm 
duction and High Art release, Stars hood 
wig Satz, Directed by Sidney M. Goldinn 
Scenario, Scheen-Rachel Samkoff: gorge’ 
Ludwig Satz; photography, Frank Zucker: 
recoding, Percy Glen. Cast: Isidore Cash. 
jer, Lucy Levine, Lillan Feinman, Michael 
Rosenberg, Jacob Frank, Zita-Ma-Kar and 
Anne Shapiro, At the Clinton, N, y 
grind run, starting Sept. 25, ; 
time, 80 mins, 


. for 
Running 





47... salle z . a2 ‘at ‘ ~ 
Film calls itself the ‘first Jewish 


musical comedy talker’ and has a 
fairly decent yarn to spin, £00d 
continuity and direction. Jewish 


clienteles ought to like it. 


Trouble is, as with the half dozen 
or so Jewish films that have previ- 
ously been made, it’s largely a mat. 
ter of economy in the wrong places 
It cost about $20,000 to make this 
one, with shooting confined to nine 
days. Had another 10 grand been 
added it might have been a credit- 
able piece of negative, worth its 
weight in gold. A tremendous audi- 
ence for a good Jewish talker. 

Sidney Golden, who  directea 
probably gets most of the credit for 
what is good about it. That he had 
to use painted back drops is prob. 
ably not his fault. 

Story is along farce Hnes, A 
handsome actor makes a bet with 
a sarcastic friend that it’s possible 
to find an honest woman. His 
friend doesn’t think so. To prove 
it, the actor masquerades as an old 
man and tries to get a pretty girl 
to marry him for his money. Shea 
does. Then he appears as himself 
and tries to win her into loving him 
and cheating the a. k. He almost 
succeeds, but she’s honest at heart, 
so he reveals himself to her, and 
that’s that, 

Satz is a good comedian and a 
veteran actor. He carried himself 
well here despite a tendency to 
overact, but that doesn’t matter. for 
the audiences this film is searching 
for. Of the supporting cast Isidore 
Cashier stood out. 

There’s one quite pleasant tune, 
sung nicely by Lucy Levine. Pho- 
tography is fair, but the sound is 
off in spots. Kauf. 


ARIZONA TERROR 


Tiffany production and release. Directed 
by Phil Rosen. Story and dialog by John 
Francis Natteford. Ken Maynard featured. 
Cast: Lina Basquette, Hooper Atchley and 
Michael Visaroff, At Loew’s N. Y., one 
day, Sept. 22. as half double feature, Rune 
ning time, 65 mins. 


Lacks the usual dash of the Ken 
Maynard westerns. Running time 
is far too long and can easily be 
cut. About where it belongs here, 
on a dual program. 

Story is of a villainous group of 
four who go about shooting ranch- 
ers for their money. Maynard’s 
partner is shot and the hero gets 
goin’ for revenge. While on the 
trail, a cattleman is shot with 
Maynard accused of the crime. 
How he squares himself with the 
law and the cattleman’s daughter, 
while bringing the villainous four 
to bay, is routine. 

No kick in the gun play. About 
the only thing worth watching is 
Maynard’s horse, Tarzan, 

Lina Basquette is the romantic 
touch and hasn’t much to do. 


PARTIR 


(To Leave’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 


Paris, Sept. 14. 
Pathe Natan production and release. Dfe 
rected by Maurice Tourneur. Scenario from \ 
novel by Roland Dorgeles. Stars Simone 
Cerdan and Jean Marchat. RCA recording. ~ 
ae the Ermitage Pathe. Running time, 100 
mina, 


Fair programer having a chance 
on the local current favor for trave 
elogs. Some fine photography. Ace 
tion is very slow, without motiva- 
tion or conclusion. Production is @ 
$100,000 effort that cost the producer } 
only $60,000 because 
company stood the difference. 


accompanies the woman star of an= 
operatic company to the Far Kast | 
in order to escape the consequences 
of a crime committed in France. 
When detected on the way, he 
jumps overboard and drowns. 

Acting and technique fair. Mazi. 


SHADOW BETWEEN 


(BRITISH MADE) 


London, Sépt. 6. 
British International production and re 
lease. Based on play by Dion Titheradge- 
Directed by Norman Walker. Recordinge, 
RCA Photophone. Cast: Godfrey Tearle, 
Kathleen O'Regan, Olga Lindo, Haddon 
Mason, Henry Wenman. tunning time, 
mins, Censor’s certificate ‘A.’ London. 
Pavillon, Sept. 4. 


Ste 


Conscientious British talker which 
suffers through leisurely develops 
ment and rather incredulous storys; 
Likely appeal for the neighborhood 
houses here. Offers little to houses 
outside England. 

Story revolves around a husband 
who goes to prison for a crime h@ 
never committed. His wife, rather 
than have him come out and fee 





Reinhold Schuenzel, however, over- 
does too much, though he is not un- 
Magnus, 


‘ 


inferior to her, fixes herself inside 
@crime and is sent to jail in si™ 
(Continued on page 31) 


steamship | 


Story is that of a young man who * 
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Par, Kodak Stocks Break 





(Continued from page 10) 


something like 7,509 shares came out 
in a dozen lots from 500 to 2,500 as 
the quotations slid from 14% to 14%, 
a new low at the time and only vio- 
lated on Saturday when the price 
backed down further to 14 flat. In 
the face of the governors’ edict, no 
floor trader would have sold such 
amounts short and any  brokei 
would have declined to execute 
such a commission for a customer. 
$y elimination, the selling must 
have come from embarrassed longs. 
Dealings for the week exceeded 
125,000 shares. 


Slump in Kodak 


In the case of Kodak there was 
the added influence of market gos- 
sip suggesting a reduction of divi- 
dend rate, possibly in the omission 
of the usual extra. Kodak has put 
up a remarkable defense ever since 
the current bear phase gathered 
momentum last spring, and it is 
likely that in supporting prices the 
bull clique had overreached itself 
and been caught off balance in last 
week’s break. 

The English gold situation has a 
bearing on both Eastman and the 
picture companies’ earnings, since 
both do business on a large scale in 
Great Britain. A case in point is 
the loss taken by Columbia pic- 
tures, which took some payment for 
Australian business in the colony's 
bonds and then liquidated the paper 
and its currency exchange position 
at a loss of $80,000 or more. Col- 
lapse of the English pound by near- 
ly 25% will represent a major cash 
loss to all the big film producers in 
England alone, 

Loew was one of the extremely 
few stocks in the film group—or the 
whole market, for that matter—that 
did not penetrate its June bottom, 
although even here the margin was 
narrow, representing just 1 point 
between last week’s low of 37% and 
the June 2 bottom of 361%. Even in 
Loew, however, there was evidence 
of selling pressure, and traders who 
have for months regarded Loew as 
one of the best speculative buys on 
the board were disposed to hold off 
further until signs pointed to the 
completion of necessitous liquida- 
tion. 

Behavior of the company’s bonds 
hinted at the presence of troubled 
holders. Loew funded debt is the 
smallest of any in the amusement 
field and the loans have presented a 
solid front to the decline up to re- 
cently. Last week, however, a mod- 
erate amount of the bonds were 
thrown on the market, and the mar- 
ket was not able, for the first time, 
to absorb offerings. Price dropped 
neary 10 points and, even after a 
rebound, ended the week with a net 
loss of more than 6. Ordinarily a 
reasonable explanation might be 
that an isolated account was forced 
to protect a position elsewhere by 
a forced sale, but the condition is 
so general throughout the list of 
industrial bonds that that alibi 
scarcely suffices. 

Friendless Bonds 

Keith 6’s, normally gilt edge and 
highly regarded because of the real 
estate equities behind them, nose- 
dived 10 points to all-time low of 54 
on sales of only $20,000—a startling 
development. Warner Bros.’ bonds 
also were off 10, but here the situa- 
tion is different, the loan having 
Previously broken much further, due 
to banking problems facing the 
management earlier in the year and 
not yet cleared up as far as the 
Public knows. The old Paramount- 
Famous bonds were down 6% at one 
time to 71%, also new bottom; 
while the new issue met support at 
its old low of 67, a double bottom, 
down 2 on the week. 

Oddly enough it was the General 
Theatre bonds that went against the 
trend, jumping 11 points net from 





14 to 25 on the respectable turn- 
over of $160,000, apparently on as- 
surances that, for the present, serv- 
ice charges are assured by extension 
of loans and other banker measures, 
Another reason was that the former 
low price of 13-14 had discounted 
everything that possibly could hap- 
pen, including destruction of the 
whole property and was out of all 
reason, 

Situation in the whole bond sec- 
tion is remarkable, representing ap- 
parently the flat refusal of bankers 
to make long-term investments at 
any price. It was supposed that the 
bankers were making a demand for 
reduction of wage scale by the big 
industries as a condition of their 
support of the bond market. Last 
week the U. S. Steel Corp. effected a 
reduction of wage scale, and a score 
of other industries fell into line. 
There was no evidence that the ac- 
tion satisfied the money powers, 
who perhaps will insist upon even 
more drastic reductions. 

No Par Financing 

The English problems monop- 
lized attention all week and even 
where there was bullish ammuni- 
tion at hand it was not used. It 
might have been urged in behalf of) 
Paramount, for example, that the 
company has made progress toward 
solution of its stock repurchase 
problem without recourse to new 
financing. 

Company is said to have little or 
no bank loans outstanding, while 
a line of bank credit of $20,000,000 
@wemains untouched. Management 
has stated its confidence that it 
can accomplish the stock repur- 
chase program out of earnings, and 
its financial connections are amply 
able to finance its operating needs 
such as seasonal capital for pro- 
duction outlay. Against these ad- 
vantages there is only the falling 
off in net as compared with normal 
years. It is denied that new fi- 
nancing impends. 

Situations of tihs kind reflect the 
current market where the actual sit- 
uation of a security plays but a 
minor part in its market fortunes, 
the thing that counts being the 
ability of its long following to hold 
on in the face of falling quotations. 
Certainly current prices discount all 
the adverse conditions that are in 
sight, and a good many that are 
only vaguely felt as premonitions 
that probably will turn out to be en- 
tirely fantastic. 

Not less startling than the slump 
in bonds was the melting of values 
among hitherto well regarded pref- 
erence stocks. Orpheum preferred 
upon which the directors passed the 
October quarter’s dividend went to 
184%, on sales of only 100 shares, 
while sales of two 100-share lots 
of the old Keith-Orpheum pre- 
ferred stock cut the quotation 16% 
points to 60 from the last previ- 
ous sale months ago. Trifling of- 
ferings in both these cases argues 
no urgent unloading and but rath- 
er confidence on the part of hold- 
ers. The puzzle is the absence of 
any near by bids. Even sure-thing 
arbitage seemed to be in abeyance 
in the case of the Orpheum senior 
stock, since it is convertible two for 
one into RKO, which has ruled at 
better than 9 except for a few trans- 
actions at that even figure. 

One index of the utter confusion 
of trading views for the future ap- 
pears in the quotations for puts and 
calls. Thirty-day privilege is of- 
fered on Paramount 3 down or 4 up. 
Before the buyer of a put at 14 
could break even, the price would 
have to break below 10. Loew is 
quoted 3 down and 6 up, meaning 
that a buyer of a privilege would 
be gambling on a low of 33% or 17 
to break about even. Such terms, 
of course, are prohibitive. 


Summary for week ending Saturday, Sept. 26: 
STOCK EXCHANGE 
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Selznick-Milestone Still 
Without a Distributor 


Desired terms with a distributor 
will have to be realized before 
the Selznick-Milestone production 
plans materialize, it was stated by 
David Selznick yesterday (Mon- 
day). 

Selznick is still negotiating with 
three distributors with none of them 
near immediate closing, he declared. 

As soon as a release is estab- 
lished Selznick wili return to Holily- 
wook to get production under way 
with Louis Milestone. Selznick de- 
nied that Milestone has accepted a 
long term contract with United 
Artists. 





Incorporations 


New York 

United States Broadcasting Corp., 
Kings; operate radio broadcasting sta- 
tions; 100 shares no par. 

Little Carnegie Corp., Manhattan; the- 
atre business; 100 shares no par. 

Hyal Theatre Corp., Bronx; theatrical 
business; 50 shares no par. 

Mayfair Theatre Ticket Service, 
Manhattan; theatre tickets; $16,000. 

Delancey-Clinton Theatres Operating 


Inc., 


Coru., New York; operate hotels, res- 
taurant business: 200 shares no par. 
The Group Theatre, Inc., New York 


City; theatrical productions of all kinds; 
1,000 shares no par. 

Bermor Productions, Inc., 

theatrical business; $5,000. 
California 
Sacramento, Sept. 28. 

Argosy Productions, Inc., Los Angeles. 
Capital stock 100 shares, none  sub- 
scribed. Samuel Berkowitz, Joseph 
Wolf, Otto Himm, Martin Gang, Ruth 
Beveridge. 

Hollywood Motion Picture Equipment 
Co., Ltd., County of Los Angeles. Capi- 
tal stock $25,000, $30 subscribed, Arthur 
Reeves, Grayce E. Reevea, Minnie 


Judgments 


Rosetta and Vivian Duncan; N. 
Y. Tel. Co., $237. 

Display Stage Lighting Co., Inc., 
and John Higham and Alice Avery 
Price; N. P. Silverson, $531. 

Display Stage Lighting Co., Inc., 
and John Higham and Alice Avery 
Price; N. P. Silverson; $1,049. 

John T. McHugh; Colonial Radio 
Sales Co., Inc.; $96.70. 

William Brandt; Resource Hold- 
ing Corp.; $6,878. 

William A. Brady, Jr.; State Tax 
Commission; $257. 

Satisfied Judgment 

Axel Mork; Flatbush Observer, 

Inc.; $182, Dec. 31, 1928. 


Manhattan; 











Dropping Janet Currie 
Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
Another featured player going off 
the Metro payroll is Janet Currie. 
Miss Currie’s contract is up to- 
morrow (Wednesday), with Metro 
passing up the option, 


Visual Education 


By Tom Waller 





ROUNDUP CAUSES DELAY 


Radio Can’t Find One for Hope 
Williams—Seek New Story 
Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
Radio Pictures has been forced 
to postpone production of ‘Pent- 
house’ owing to the impossibility of 
getting a cattle roundup at this 
time and required for the story. 
Studio is hvstling around seeking 
a new story for Hope Williams, to 
have done ‘Penthouse,’ since her 
contract expires Nov. 11 when she 
is to return to N. Y. for a play. 





Can’t Find Lead 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
Clara Bow, having turned down 
the lead in ‘Impatient Virgin,’ Uni- 
versal is holding up work on the 
film to find a new girl. 
James Whale will direct as soon 
as the lady's located. 


UFA’S NEWARK SITE 


Ufa, through Benjamin Noble. 
has agreed to take over the Carlton 
theatre, Newark, as the third of its 
American chain. Name of house 
will be changed to Ufa-Carlton. 

New policy goes in Oct. 2 with 
‘Drei von der Tankstelle’ (‘Three 
from the Gasoline Station’). 








HOUSMAN JOINS COLUMBIA 


Arthur Housman is going with 
Columbia. His title will be national 
director of advertising, under Al Se- 
lig. 

Housman’s Columbia shift follows 
his departure from Warners. With 
WB Housman had charge of exploit- 
ing the Broadway theatres. 


PAR CHASING ORIGINAL 


Paramount is negotiating for an 
original story, ‘The Power And the 
Glory’ for production on a heavy 
scale, 

It’s by Kenneth Keith and Homer 
Mason, 


ERIC EAST FOR VIEWS 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
Eric von Stroheim goes east next 
week to film backgrounds for ‘Walk- 
ing Down Broadway.’ 
He’s directing the picture for 

















Picture Possibilities 


‘ i 





‘Did | Say No?’—Unfavorable 
‘DID I SAY NO” (Hamilton Productions). ‘Two hackneyed subjects 
thrown together for this play, with both ancient stock material for pro- 


gram films, makes this uninteresting film fare. 


Kauf. 





*] Love An Actress’—Unfavorable 
‘I LOVE AN ACTRESS’ (comedy, Chester Erkin, Times Square). 
Something from the Hungarian witn some color, but rather too slight 


in story. A run would help film chances. 


Ibee. 


‘He’—Unfavorable 
‘He’ (Comedy-Drama, Theatre Guild, Guild). 
Vague satirical play from the French. Main character a lunatic who 


thinks he is God. 


Ibee. 


‘The Breadwinner’—Unfavorable 
‘THE BREADWINNER’ (Comedy, Messmore Kendall, Booth). 
From London where the picture rights may have been disposed of. 


Did not impress as good enough material. 


Ibee. 




















Hollywood, March 28. 
Dear Ma: 

It’s been a week since I wrote you 
about that awful experience Ot and 
me had at that party when he 
socked his boss and Mr. Bentle the 
bum for me, and ma I aint ate, slept 
or worked a wink since. Not in- 
cluding sandwiches and a few 
things I picked up when the few 
friends I have left ast me out. 

Ma, such is life and I can’t stand 
it. Poor Ot is out of work and I 
see him leave the house every morn- 
ing looking so sad, but he won't talk 
to me. He was such a genus, all 
ready to be a vice president at his 
studio because there was already 
too many supervisors, and now I 
spoiled all that for him. 

Please, ma, could you lend me 
some small change till I get another 


HOLLYWOOD SHORTS 


By Claude Binyon 





job, because right now they ain't 
>| making any streetwalker pitchers 
ler even Reno. I'll pay it back right 
away just a soon as [ get a job. } 
onest ma Picase ma, \ 














I been a good girl, oney getting 
into trouble because men are all 
alike, so you should help your lov- 
ing daughter. Give my love to 
father dear. Please ma. 

Love, 
Elsie. 


Hollywood, April 3. 
Dear Ma: 

Gee thanks, I got your telegramed 
money for buss fare back home. 
Thanks so much ma, you and pa are 
jewels. But ma, I can’t leave here 
right now because I just got a 
promise from a man at Tec-Art 
studio that he’ll use me in a western 
pitcher, all I got to do is learn to 
ride a horse. Can you understand, 


ma, this is the real start of my 
career. I am away from street- 
walker and Reno pitchers, out in 
God's green air. 

Dearest mother, I'm using the} 
money to live on till I start in the 


(Continued on page 43) 


ee 


(Fifth of a series of articles on 
moving pictures for the class room) 

In the same breath that indepen- 
dent leaders endorse visual educae- 
tion, with certain reservations, the 
national head of the projectionists 
and stage hand unions declares that 
whether the schools use 16 or 80 
millimeter film, his organization 
will fight for union supervision of 
every machine in every classroom 
in the United Statcs. 

In the Hays office, Fox, Western 
Electric, and, in fact, every part of 
the industry in or about to step inte 
the visual education field, belief is 
expressed that pictures in schools 
will not have to be concerned about 
unions because  non-inflammable 
stock would relieve the classroom 
of obMgation for a professional at- 
tendant and because most schools 
are governmental, state or city, in- 
stitutions. William F. Canavan, 
president of the I. A. T. S. E., how- 
ever, refutes these theories. 

First of all, Canavan points out, 
a school can hire an _ operator 
cheaper than a teacher. The insti- 
tution projecting film two hours 
daily, five days a week, can get an 
operator for $25. The union has a 
special school scale, with prices 
varying on conditions, but that $26 
is generally standardized through- 
out the country for the classroom 
work, 

In Canavan’'s estimation the real 
reason why the screen has been re- 
tarded in the classroom was not 
only the lack of a consistent outlet 
of suitable picture material but as 
much due to the mishandling and 
breakage of equipment through ef- 
forts called economy. Canavan's 
theory is that schools, since the 
inception of the film industry, have 
bought four times the number of 
projection machines purchased by 
theatres. Fully 90% of these ma- 
chines are now in ash heaps or al- 
leyways, he claims. Cheap equip- 
ment he holds as the first reason, 
and operation by unskilled hands as 
the second, 

Exhibitors’ Viewpoint 

M. A. Lightman and Charles lL. 
O'Reilly, heads of important na- 
tional and local exhibitor organiza- 
tions, both coincide in their views 
on visual education and its effect 
upon the theatres. 

If properly guided pictures in 
schools will prove the biggest 
builder for the picture theatre that 
has ever been known, will raise the 
film theatre to a higher cultural 
level, will train patrons as each 
generation comes along and will 
mark the theatre as a center of 
civic importance. 

Those are the affirmative points 
Lightman and O'Reilly register for 
visual eduction. On the negative 
side they believe that schools must 
be controlled once they get serious- 
ly under way in using films as they 
see a danger to the theatre if ef- 
forts are made to extend classroom 
exhibition into the paid admission 
field after hours. The remedy for 
this, both men point out, is that 
films made for the theatre must be 
confined to th: theatre. 

That there is little chance of dis- 
tributors taking such an advantage 
is pointed out by C’Reilly. Theatre 
owners are taxpayers who help sup- 
port the schools. Should the the- 
atre’s tax money be turned against 
the taxpayer it would make neat 
material for the establishment of a 
legal precedent, if the same ever 
becomes necessary, thinks O’Reilly. 





New Fox Loop Spot? 


Chicago, Sept. 28. 
Fox theatres here may take over 
the Majestic for its loop showing 
house, 
Fox has given up the Monroe en- 
tirely, having left the lease drop 
when it expired early this month, 





‘BROADWAY’ BACK IN 
Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
‘West of Broadway,’ next Metro 
release with John Gilbert topping, is 
back for added scenes and retakes. 
Strengthening process followed 
the first preview. 





Zeltner, Loew’s Contact 





Herb Zeltner is now Metropolf- 
/tan newspaper contact man for 
Loew's. 

David Whyte is handling pub- 
licity for Loew's Newark, North 


Bergen and Loew de luxer, Jersey 


i te ity. 
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Fanchon & Marco give you the breaks! 
IF YOU’RE AN ACTOR— 


you don’t lose your moniker when you're signed for a 
Fanchon & Marco “Idea”. Practically: every theatre on the 
Fanchon & Matco route bills the name of the “Idea” and 
the individual acts in it from SOUP TO NUTS—in news- 
paper ads, in publicity, on the posters, and on the screen 


trailer supplied by the firm. 





IF YOU’RE A THEATRE OPERATOR— 


you get every kind of stage entertainment from SOUP TO 
NUTS when you sign Fanchon & Marco shows. Week 
after week Fanchon & Marco parade variety across your 


stage. And there’s nothing better for your box office. 
























Get wise to the fact that for 
buying or selling stage enter- 
tainment the world’s market is— 


















































Tuesday, September 29, 193) 


==, 


IN AND OUT OF 
FANCHON & MARCO 


Fame of F. & M. Stars ang 
Grads Is Circling Globe— 
Stems Everywhere Are 
Dotted with 'Em 


Lucille Page Knocks ’Em 
Lucille Page, who recently jumpeq 
from Coast directly to ‘Vanities? 





‘ ‘ , ° 4 
still knocking ’em off their seatg 
with her superb dancing. F. ¢& M 


lent her to Carroll for two years 
Marco discovered the dancer when 
she was 14, personally groomed her 
as feature. Made three tours ovep 
circuit and was spotted by Carrol] 
when she played Fox Brooklyn. 


Mitchell-Durant Up 

Having headlined for summer over 
Keith vaude time, Mitchell and Due 
rant are back on Broadway with 
‘Vanities. Team’s impersonation of 
a couple of scenario scribes trying 
to peddle yarn is highlight of Care 
roll show. Pair, teamed by F. & M. 
and still under contract, is one of 
highest paid in country. Final en. 
gagement on Coast last year wags 
headline attraction during run of 
‘Hell’s Angels’ at Grauman’s Chie 
nese house in Hollywood. 

Lyman Broadcasts 

Abe Lyman, who has just closed 
run at Palace in New York, is now 
broadcasting over Phillips Milk of 
Magnesia hour on national hookup, 
During summer he played four 
weeks at Hollywood Gardens in Pel- 


Pa Sam, then jumped to New Orleans 


for four weeks. Closing year in pit 
of Fox Carthay Circle in L. A. some 
time ago, band was sent East and 
put on road to success by F. & M. 


Lina With Jolson 

Back from summer vaud tour, 
Lina Basquette is now being feat- 
ured in ‘The Wonder Bar,’ with Al 
Jolson. Company at present ap- 
pearing in Newark, N. J. Actress, 
who got first pix booking through 
F. & M., recently made couple of 
films for indies. 





Barto-Mann Blow In 

Barto and Mann, B’way acrobatie 
comedy team, are back on the Street 
after a successful tour of Europa 
Pair, discovered and teamed by FB 
& M., got engagements abroad dee 
spite ban on Americans. They got 
special permit. 





Lewis Honeymoon 

Mary Lewis, Met opera star, is 
honeymooning in Maine with new 
hubby, Robert L. Hague, a vice-pres, 
of Standard Oil. Uncertain whether 
she will return to Met this fall. Star 
was discovered on Coast 11 years 
ago by Marco of Fanchon and Mar- 
co, who started her on climb to 
fame, 





Mitzi Golf Champ 

Mitzi Mayfair, darling of the 
dance, led the Follies golf group ene 
tered in the Daily News tournament 
recently. Dancer, discovered in 
dance hall by F. & M. and built up 
was chaperoned as usual by her 
mother. 





Richman Song Hits 

Harry Richman has two song hits 
in ‘Vanities’ this season. Popular 
m. c., comedian and singer played 
with Fanchon and Marco in his 
salad days in San Francisco. He 
was hero of recent tragedy when 
yacht blew up, killing one Follies 
girl and injuring others. 





Heidt at Palace 

Horace Heidt orchestra is now 
bewling ’em over at the Palace, New 
York. Heidt is centre of one of F. 
& M. producing romances. Band 
was given engagement in pit in San 
Francisco after finishing at Univere 
sity of California. F. & M. dared to 
bring players East, raising unit 
from $1,000 to $5,000 a week in short 
time. 





Gales in ‘Scandals’ 

Gale Quadruplets, only act of its 
kind in the world, recently returned 
from vacation to highlight position 
in ‘Scandals,’ and are grabbing good 
notices from scribes. Harmony act 
was discovered by Fanchon and 
Marco. 

Dixons, Too 

The Dixons, Harry and Dot, are 
with George White's ‘Scandals.’ The 
team, found and started on the road 
to fame by Fanchon and Marco 
have toured many of the pix houses 


Haley Show Closes . 
Jack Haley, star of ‘Free for All, 
which, due to conditions, closed ® 
few days ago, has several offers 
under consideration. Comedian, well 
known on the Street, was single 
out by F. & M., which started him 
On way to prominence, 





Slate Brothers p 
Three Slate brothers. are going 
g00d in ‘Vanities,’ say those whe 
should know. Act got first preak 
from F.. & M., as did Al Norman and 
Milton Watson of same show. 
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33 Midwest Spots 
Going Dark Over 2 
Man Booth Problem 


Kansas City, Sept. 28. 
Ten of the Fox Friendly string of 
theatres closed their doors Satur- 
day night (26), and 23 others, in- 
cluding all of the Hughes-Franklin 
this 


because the 





houses, will close Wednesday 


night 30) manage- 
ments decline to accept the union 
aperators’ demands for two men in 
the projection booth. 

The 10 houses are the Warwick, 
Linwood, Waldo, 
eoln, Apollo, Rockhill, Mokan, Vista 
The Hughes-Franklin 
theatres are the Chief, Lindberg, 
Madrid, Tivoli, South Troos, Ash- 
Iand, Aladdin, Bagdad, Belmont, 
Bijou, Colonial, Gem, Murray, Oak 
Park, Penn Valley, Ritz, Roanoke, 
Summit, Strand, Sun, Westport, 
and the Dickinson and Granada in 
Independence, a adjoin- 
ing this city. 

The Uptown, Isis and Plaza, of 
the Fox string, will not close but 
will continue with two operators as 
they are operating under the deluxe 
system, Uptown being a first run 
house. 


Gladstone, Lin- 


and Boone. 


suburban, 


Conferences between managers 
and operators have been going on 
the past 60 days. 

It is rumored that some of the in- 
dependents closing Wednesday, 
that being the expiration of their 
two weeks notices to employees, 
will reopen at once with operators 
from the Sound Projectionists’ 
union, an organization operating 
under a Missouri charter, but not 
affiliated with Local 170 of which 
the present operators are members. 





Try to Settle Philly 
On 28-Show Basis 


Philadelphia, Sept. 28. 

Agreement has been submitted by 
the circuits to the local union 
chieftains for musicians on the 
basis of a 28 show week. 

On the 28 show per week 
the circuits agree to pay the mu- 
sicians $90 weekly when doubling 
in the pit and on the stage. How- 
ever, basic pay is to be computed 


basis 


? cr Senge - «t+ 3 
at $80, going tor pit WUIKRK Ut 


work. 


Stage 


Robbins Dispossessed 
In Herkimer, with New 
Shubert Unit in Town 


Syracuse, N. Y., Sept. 28. 

Nathan L. Robbins, former opera- 
tor of the Eckel and Temple here, 
must vacate the Richmond, Her- 
kimer, of which he is_ sublessee, 
according to an order secured from 
County Judge Abram Zoller of 
Herkimer by the Central New York 
Amusement Co., which charged 
non-payment of $3,000 rental 
took the house for a 
term of 47 months on Jan. 1, 1930 
at a rental of $400 per month, the 
action disclosed. 

Last season, the house was oper- 
ated by Morris Shulman, of Syra- 
cuse, brother-in-law of Robbins 
who surrendered this 
season to become manager of the 
Olympic, Utica, for a new operat- 
ing company. 

Olympic, which opened early in 
the month with a straight picture 
policy, switched to vaudfilm last 
week. First bill was supplied bys 
combination styled Milton Shubert 
Unit. 

Milton Shubert, formerly of this 
city, is a nephew of Lee and J. J. 
Shubert, and has been with them 
in the legit field. 


tobbins 


possession 








FANCHON & MARCO Presents 


ZELDA SANTLEY 


Headlining “VACATION DAYS” Idea 
Personal Direction HARRY FENTELL 




















Injunction May 
Be Sunday Wedge 


For Kans. Houses 
Rare 


Kansas City, Sept. 28. | 


Temporary order restraining 





county and state authorities from 


: : : | 
interfering with Sunday operation 
of theatres by Fox-West Coast in 


Kansas has been issued by Judge 
While 
West 


Coast string, the principle remains 


Pollock of the federal court. 


the order applies only the 


the same for other houses and may 
be the wedge for Sunday shows in 
many Kansas towns and cities 

Order grew out of an application | 
by F-WC for its Wichita theatres, 
closed since early July because of 
enforcement of the state Sunday 
closing law, and a threat by author- 
ities of eviction from the state if 
the law were violated. Other inde- 
pendent houses, however, have kept 
open, and have offered to submit 
their cases as tests before a jury 
Law under which the theatres are 
kept was a labor 
passed some 15 years ago. 

Fox organization operates or 
leases 55 theatres in Kansas. 
sas City, Kans., largest city in the 
state, has never observed the clos 
ing laws. 

The order just granted is effec- 
tive until Oct. 2, when the case will 
be heard. 


closed measure 


Kan- 


Wichita, Kans., Sept. 28. 

All Wichita film theatres were 
open yesterday (Sunday). Lid was 
off following the acquittal of Meta 
S. Barron, proprietor of the Kansas 
theatre, on four counts and a mis- 
trial on six others Saturday in dis- 
trict court on charges of violating 
the Kansas blue law. Other film 
cases are pending, including the pos- 
sibility of a retrial for Mrs. Barron 
on six remaining counts, 

While court attaches interpreted 
the trial as a victory for Sunday 
films, County Attorney Adams 
leaves the issue in doubt, refusing 
to state whether the six remaining 
charges against Mrs. Barron will be 
pressed. 











LUCAS TAKES MACON 


Georgia’s. Best Known Theatre 
Operator Has Local Publix Houses 





Savannah, Ga., Sept. 28. 

Arthur Lucas is now in sole con- 
trol of the four picture houses in 
Macon, a key of this state. Three 
of the theatres belong to Publix, 
with the other Lucas. 

It’s the usual partnership Publix 
deal with Lucas operating the 
houses remaining open All are in 
the pool. 

Lucas is the best 
operator in Georgia. His headquar- 
ters are here. Fee has had 
deals with Publix. 


200 Get Notice 


Oklahoma City, Sept. 28. 
Ten Fox houses, five Hughes- 
Franklin and 18 independent ex- 
hibitors in Kansas City have given 
employes notice effective Oct. 3. 
Notice of closings were given 
upon failure of an attempt to at- 
tain an agreement with the union. 
Affects about 200 employes. 


known 


othe 


Double Features Sunday 


Hartford, Conn., Sept. 28. 


Projected move to discontinue 


| double bills at the Capitol, with an 


occasional double header at the 


; Palace has been abandoned. 


Palace will run single. Capitol 
will double features on Sundays 
only. 


$465 Week-end Robbery 
Sioux City, Ia., Sept. 28 

Yeggs cracked the safe at the Ri- 
alto and escaped with $465 in cash. 
Receipts represented Sunday reve- 
nue from both the Rialto and Loop 
theatres. 

Robbery not discovered until the 
next morning. 








theatre | 














Grinds Kill Double 
Bills in L. A.; De Luxe 


Houses Refuse Boost 


DD 


Los Angeles, Sept. 28. 
Eight roadway grinds which have 
been playing double features 
reached an agreement to lay off. 
They go single feature in October. 
Houses t} ; : 


. ‘ ’ 
aré Tentrai, Cozy, 


Broadway, Cameo, Arcade, Bard's, 


Tower and Rialto. Suggestion to 
ithe big leaguers that they raise ad- 
mission in order not to make it too 
i}tough for the second and third run 
|feature drew a refusal. 

The tw for-one houses range 


nts and will hold 
with one feature. 
Nearest multi-feature bills are now 
two blocks over, on Main street. 


Vaudfilm at Sheridan Sq. 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 28. 


from 15 to 25 CC 


the same prices 


Sheridan Square, RKO site in 
East Liberty, starting Friday will 
go from a first-run picture site to 
second runs on a split week. It’s 
likely that vaude units will supple- 


ment the film fare just as soon as 
musicians’ strike comes to an end. 
This puts the-Sheridan Square on 
the same basis as its rival house in 
East Liberty, WB's Enright. Latter 
house has been cleaning up under 
the new policy, even bettering 
grosses of last season when it was 
showing first runs and stege shows. 


Loew’s, London, 35c Top 





London, Can., Sept. 28. 
Effective Friday (25) Loew's Lon- 
don theatre reduced to 35c at 
nights, formerly 50c. 
House opened 11 years ago at 
35c top. No vaude at theatre. 











Frank MASTERS = GAUTHIER >= 


“NONSENSE BURNERS” 
WITH ¥. & M. “DREAM HOUSE” IDEA 
This Week, PARADISE, CHICAGO—Week Oct. 2, TIVOLI, CHICAGO 














A SURE-FIRE STAGE AND BOX OFFICE TONIC 


BENNY DAV 





AMERICA’S POPULAR SONGWRITER 


AND Hl 


PLAYING RETURN ENGAGEMENTS 
MICHIGAN THEATRE, DETROIT 


NOW ORIENTAL THEATRE, CHICAGO 
WEEK OCT. 2, AMBASSADOR THEATRE, ST. LOUIS 


Direction—WM. MORRIS OFFICE 
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“BROADWAY STARS OF THE FUTURE” 


NEW YORK, N. Y. 
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BARBARA STANWYCK 
in 


“FORBIDDEN” 


with j 


Adolphe Menjou 


A 
FRANK CAPRA Production 











“The 
MEN IN | 
HER LIFE” 


From the Novel by’ 
Warner Fabian) . 
Adaptation ond divlogve 
"by Robert Riskin 


Coatiayity by 
“Dorothy Howell 





“PAGAN LADY” 
with 
Evelyn Brent 
Conrad Nagel 
Charles Bickford 
Roland Young , 
William Farnum 


Lucille Gleason 


From the play by: 
William Du Bois, 


A John Francis Dillon Production 
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“PLATINUM BLONDE” 
with 
LORETTA YOUNG 
ROBERT WILLIAMS 
JEAN HARLOW 


and a notable supporting cast 


Story by Harry E. Chandlee 
and Douglas W. Churchill 


Continuity by Dorothy Howell 
Adaptation by Jo S:-erling 
> Dialogue by Robert Riskin 


BA FRANK CAPRA Production 















with 
LOIS 
MORAN 
CHARLES 
BICKFORD 
Directed by 
William 


Beaudine 
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“The 
GUILTY GENERATION’ 
with 

LEO CARRILLO | 

CONSTANCE CUMMINGS 
ROBERT YOUNG 

and a notable supporting cast 


From the play by 
Jo Milward and J. Kirby Hawkes 


Directed by Rowland V. Lee 
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ERE’S A TOAST! 

e 
MAY EVERY exhibitor in 1931-32 enjoy the security which M-G-M 
showmen had during the trying times of the past year, and which 
M-G-M showmen will enjoy in coming months with DAVIES, 
GARBO, SHEARER, MONTGOMERY, GILBERT, NOVARRO, 
BEERY, HAINES, JACKIE COOPER, CRAWFORD, KEATON, © 
TIBBETT, LUNT-FONTANNE, DRESSLER. It’s a pleasure! 
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$1.50 Top Jumps to $7.95 
When Balto. Cops Barge In 


Baltimore, Sept. 28. 

It didn’t look like hard times at 
Lithuanian Hall one night last 
week, In fact, the 500 white collar 
boys who queued in front of the 
b.o., just 
$1.50, 
heard of the depression. And it was 





rarin’ to smack down 


acted as if they had never 
a film show they were paying for. 


But that wasn’t all they paid. 


Along about the end of reel two 
plain clothes men pinched the 
house. Not a man escaped, was the 


boast. A complete round- up and 
the station house walls still show 
the bulge. Several departmental 
waste baskets were filled with col- 
lateral. Those who didn’t have the 
change were accommodated for the 
night. 

Some one tipped headquarters 
that a film not passed by the State 
Censor Doard was the attraction, 
also that it was obscene. Maybe it 
was, maybe it wasn’t. The au- 
dience only saw two reels of it. 
And $1.50, plus a police tax of $6.45, 
is a pretty stiff price for 2,000 feet 
of celluloid. 








“Talk of the Town” 


says Victor J. Rosen, manager 
Warner Bros.-Daily News. 


MICKEY 
MOUSE 


Club of Santa Barbara, Cal. 


Write Walt 
Disney Studios, 
Hollywood, 
for detals how a 
Mickey Mouse 
Club will stimu- 
late your 
matinees 















Ads Used as an Offset to 
Patrons’ Warning Letters 


Worcester, Mass., Sept. 28. 

Patrons of E. M. Loew’s Olympia 
theatre, have been advised to ignore 
letters sent through the mails and 
in which attention is called to im- 
proper conditions alleged to exist in 
the theatre. 

The Olympia is 
Loew’s chain 
union labor. 

Theatre took ads in the daily pa- 
pers branding the letters as fraud- 
ulent and saying attention of the 
postal authorities had been called. 


E. M. 
non- 


one of 
operated with 





25c Top Circuit 


Reading, Pa., Sept. 28. 
E. T. Emery has the idea of col- 
lecting a circuit of picture houses 
in Eastern Pennsylvania, all to play 
at 25c top at any time. 
Emery has a house or so in oper- 
ation at present. 








Promising Youth Dies 


Allentown, Pa., Sept. 28. 

Informed his. protege, Danny 
Marin, 20, Allentown, had died sud- 
denly after an operation, Warren 
A. Slee, formerly of the Colonial, 
Allentown, and now manager of the 
National, Richmond, Va., chartered 
an airplane to fiy from Richmond 
to Allentown, 300 miles, and back 
to Richmond. 

Marin was an usher for Slee in 
Allentown. Slee later appointed 
Marin asst. mgr. at his Richmond 
house, 

The young man was taken ill and 
died, however, before he could get 
to Richmond. 





MICHETTE IN HOSPITAL 


Louis Michette, operator of the 
Art Cinema, Chicago, was badly 
hurt in Sayre, Pa., when his auto- 
mobile crashed there recently. He 
was driving to New York. 

Michette is in a hospital in Sayre, 
but will now return to Chicago when 
able instead of coming on to New 
York. 








Franklin Staffs Move 
Into Par and UA, L. A. 


Sept. 28. 





Hollywood, 
Hughes-Franklin staffs moved 
into the Paramount and United 
Artists theatres Friday (25) to start 
the advance campaign for that cir- 
cuit’s operation of the two houses 
Oct. 8. 


Rick Rickerson, moved from the 
Kansas City H-F division, will man- 
age the Paramount, Lou MacDer- 


mott wiN do the stage shows, and 
Ben Sobler goes in as p.a, 


Dick Moss, moved from the 
Orange in Orange, Cal., to man- 
agership of the UA, with Jack 


Procter as p.a. Troy Orr will handle 
advertising for both houses. 

Present Par and UA staffs will be 
assigned eastward by Pubiix. Gene 
Fox and Dave Fred, Par p.a.’s to 
Buffalo and Horton Kahn, Par mer. 
is slated for Detroit. Next post 
for Ed Smith, division manager, still 
in the air. 

H-F operation of the two houses 
is on a 49-51% basis, with Par hold- 
ing the long end. Money for opera- 
tion of the two houses to be put 
up on that basis this week. 


Fox Trouble Over 





Santa Barbara, Sept. 28. 

Union ban on the Fox Arlington 
here is off. Agreement reached be- 
tween the Central Labor Council 
and Building Trades Council on one 
side and Fox-West Coast, operators 
of the Arlington, is that in future 
all F-WC construction work will be 
done by union workers. 

Settlement was made in New 
York and follows months of strife 
when the company building the Ar- 
lington used non-union help. F-WC 
claimed it was not to blame, since 
it only leased the theatre from the 
builders. 

Operators union, ousted from the 
central labor council when it fol- 
lowed I. A. instructions and serviced 
the house, has been reinstated to 
the council. 





Sale or Lease Issue 


In Steffes-ERPI Suit 


Minneapolis, Sept. 28. 

Whether sound 
leased or sold on a conditional con- 
tract is an issue in a suit which 
will provide a test case here. Plain- 
tif€ is Electrical Research Products 
and the defendant the Peoples’ 
Theatre Co., of which W. A, Steffes 
is president. 


Equipment company claims it 
‘leased’ the equipment to Steffes for 
his neighborhood house, the Logan 
and that he owes $432.02 for weekly 


payments on the license and service 
charges. 

Representing Steffes. S. P. Hal- 
pern, attorney, contends the ex- 
hibitor ‘purchased’ the equipment 
on a conditional sales’ contract, 
that the contract was cancelled 
when ERPI removed the equipment 
following Steffes’ failure to pay the 
installments and that the removal 
eliminated the obligation to make 
the back payments. 


Pitt Deadlock 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 28. 
Locks like the local deadlock be- 
tween union musicians and theatre 
managers may be one of those fin- 
ish fights. Penn and Stanley are 
planning ahead for straight picture 
programs, with negotiations entirely 
off, at least for the time being. 
Alvin and Nixon, legit sites, not 
affected inasmuch as they have 
made separate agreements with the 
pit. crews. 





Buffalo Sluffs 


Buffalo, Sept. 28. 

With things looking up for Pub- 
lix-Shea here, the Cort, one of Mike 
Shea's oldest houses and the first 
where he played vaude before 
transferring it to the Hippodrome, 
is to reopen. 

With the recently acquired Great 
Lakes as a run and the old Century 
as a second choice first run, the 
Cort will become a sluff house, It’s 
been closed a long time. 


equipment is 


HEARST’S COMICS BALLY 
HURTS KID MAT TRADE 


Los Angeles, Sept. 28. 
Hearst used every stunt of bally- 
hoo showmanship in his pictorial 


journalism campaign and put the 
16-pages-of-comics campaign over 
with a bang. He blasted both L. A, 
and San Francisco with terrific 
campaigns plugging the augmented 
Sunday cartoon sections to 32 comic 
strips in a 16-page supplement. 

Biz spurted sufficiently to ware 
rant the grand fanfare. Newsboys 
doubled their sales on principal cor- 
ners in both cities, substantiating 
the Hearst belief that the Sunday 
paper habit was only existing as @ 
habit, but that now the week-end 
season was over, it should be re- 
habilitated. 

He used every gag worked by 
theatres and circuses in the past. 
Free shows, radio, calliopes, ban- 
ners, tack cards, heralds, billboards, 
throwaways, build-up stories, etc. 

Capping climax in this city was 
| the free children’s show last Sat- 





lurday afternoon in the mammoth 
19,000 capacity Hollywood Bowl, 
with the studios and others con- 
tributing a flock of talent. Papers 


ran ads and stories on the amuse- 
ment page and dented the regular 
Saturday afternoon kid trade plenty, 
causing the local theatres to squawk 
at the idea of studios co-operating 
with Hearst at the expense of their 
own downtown theatres. 





Chamberlain Out 


Milton Chamberlain is out as p.a& 
for Leo Brecher. 

M. Rosenberg, manager of the 
Little Carnegie, will take over 
Chamberlain’s duties on top of his 
own. 





SYLVIA SIDNEY 


PARAMOUNT PICTURES 























MANAGERS, READ AND BE CONVINCED 


MAXELLOS 


HELD OVER SECOND WEEK (NEXT TO CLOSING) 


WEEK SEPT. 26 


B. S. MOSS’ BROADWAY THEATRE, NEW YORK 


PRODUCTION OFFERS INVITED 





drapes.” 





it’s the acts in vaudeville. 
tainment, not decoration. 

current Broadway bill, The Maxellos, unusual 
risley acrobats, just as big in a sawdust ring as 


“VARIETY,” SEPT. 22 


“Beck can go over to the Broadway now and 
be convinced that he, like all of the other 
dreamers, was wrong; that it isn’t the trimmings; 


they are on the Broadway stage with or without 


Sime. 


People want enter- 
For instance, on the 





Risley Acrobats 
8 Mins.; Three 














“VARIETY,” SEPT. 22 
THE MAXELLOS (5) 


Moss’ Broadway, New York 


“The Maxellos may be out of a circus. 
appear in ‘Variety’s’ New Act files. 
acrobatic turn, wherever they are from, the deluxers of risley work. 

“Remarkable how the risley workers have progressed, taking this 
turn as the base for that statement. 
that vaudeville and variety houses have missed so much of recent 
years by neglecting the acrobats. 

“This turn was next to closing on the Broadway’s first vaude 
bill, that made possible by Joe Brown walking into it for comedy. 


But the act could have stood up in spot as a straight acrobatic 
turn, it’s that good risley.” 


They 


And for the other statement, 


Their name does not 
are a corking risley 


Sime. 








JOHN MAXELLO, Manager 

















RAYMOND GUION 


O£ the Original Cast 
“Young Sinners” and “Cradle Snatchers” 


Is NOW GENE RAYMOND 


Under Contract to Lee Shubert 
and Paramount-Publix Corp. 


Current Release, ‘“‘PERSONAL MAID,” for Paramount 
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PATRICIA 
BOBBY 
LORAYNE 





B. S. MOSS Presents 


THE BROX SISTER 





On the opening bill 


Theatre, New York, with Joe E. Brown 


(weeks Sept 19th, and 26th) 


at the New Broadway 


— Direction WM. PERLBERG 
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BUST INTO BIG BUSINESS AGAIN. 





WITH THE “BAD GIRL’S” BOY FRIEND! 


5 We 
: ane y : 


You don’t have to be sold on 
James Dunn.“Bad Girl” did that. 


You've been waiting to see him 
in his next heart-interest picture. 


Here it is and as good as you 
expected it to be. 


Romance of a reporter and a 
newspaper girl. Pounding out 
throbs with her typewriter the 
sob sister found her own heart 
pounding with the biggest thrill 
of all—her own love. Then 
rivals by day became sweethearts 
by night. 

_ James Dunn deliversagain, with 
a wallop right to the heart. 





Newspaper girl learns life through love 


with 


JAMES DUNN 
LINDA WATKINS 


MOLLY O’‘DAY - MINNA GOMBELL 
HOWARD PHILLIPS 


Directed by ALFRED SANTELL 
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487 LISTENERS IN 
OF RADIO {TATION 


W‘$TP WROTE 
VOLUNTARY LETTERS 
OF APPRECIATION 

AFTER HEARING 





Picrares 
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Granada, Neutral, Gets 
Stench Bomb in. Chi 
Allied-Operators’ War 


Chicago, Sept. 28. 
Expected developments towards 
between the Allied exhibs 
and operators’ union didn’t gain 
much impetus during the week. 
Certain concessions made by’ the 
union and plans submitted were 
turned down by the association. 

Tom Maloy, union chief, still re- 
fuses to deal with Al Steffes, Min- 
yesota indie leader, on the ground 
that the the latter is overstepping 
his territory. 

Despite ensuing arbitration be- 
tween the two factions, three more 
theatres were bombed during the 
week. Biggest surprise was the 
stench bombing of the Granada, a 
Publix-B&K house, which is no no 
way involved in the conflict. There 
were almost 2,000 patrons in the 
house when the bomb exploded in 
the center aisle. A near-panic re- 
sulted, with police called. But no 





peace 






















HENRIE 


THANKS TO AA ONNELL 
FRANKE and O'*N ‘CONNELL 


$9. Pai and Minneapole 


THIS “w 
ORPHEUM, 
axo (RKO tatack 










EGK 
VANCOUVER 
Mo. 53) 














Foremost Film Writers 
and Dialogicians 











Still Writing Together 


GROVER JONES 


and 


WILLIAM SLAVENS 


McNUTT 
FOR PARAMOUNT 











RALPH SPENCE 











R-K-O 
JOSEPH JACKSON 
Writer 


Under Contract to Warner Bros. 


one was hurt, although many de- 
manded refunds at the box office 
and got it. Two other houses pre- 
sented with odor pineapples were 
the Harrison and Commodore, both 
non-union, 

Up to now 18 houses have re- 
turned to union operation. Mean- 
while an attempt has been made to 
organize scab operators, with two 
New York men, Max Ginsberg and 
Nick Carter, coming out here as 
leaders. Nothing has happened so 


against his life unless he left town. 


LOCAL BOY MAKES GOOD 


Mr. Durante Has a Steces to Work 
While He Rests 





Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
Jimmy Durante has ascended to 
motion picture stardom. Metro has 
assigned a stand-in double for the 
cameraman to focus on while the 
Durante rests between shots. 


Double thinks it’s on the square 
and puts on a putty nose. 


DALLAS’ $7.50 CUT 

Dallas, Sept. 28. 
Renewing contracts, local projec- 
tionists took a $7.50 cut for first- 
run stands. Now setup calls for a 
$77.50 scale, instead of $85, but no 

slash in man power for the booths. 
Ritz (Hughes-Franklin) is stillon 
the outs with the union, H-F de- 

manding salary and personnel cut. 





far excent that one of the out-of- 
wo : 4 ¢ 

town operators, Arthur Grant, ob- te By « — Wenman and 
ai P rarre aes ee ( Ss 

tained a warrant against Ginsberg | Direction and production rather 
and Carter, charging threats | over the British standard with a 
genuine effort to capture the true 
lower class atmosphere. Film is 





SHADOW BETWEEN 


(Continued from page 22) 


lar fashion. This makes the score 
15 all, and when the husband comes 
out there’s only one fly in the oint- 
ment—the fact the wife is under 
suspicion for another crime which 
she did not commit. 

Acting is pretty good, with God- 
frey Tearle as the husband who 
goes to goal to shield his father. 
Kathleen O’Regan is the wife. Olga 
Lindo weighs in with a hard-boiled 
part, and there’s some good support 





never exactly exciting, and could be 
improved minus a reel. Chap. 


RIEN QUE LA A VERITE| 


(‘Nothing But the Truth’) 
(PAR. FRENCH MADE) 


Paris, Sept. 12. 
Paramount Joinville production and Para- 





mount release. From play of the same 
name Directed by Rene Guissart. Rec- 
orded Western Electric. At the Paramount, 
Paris, Sept. 11. Running time, 92 mins. 

SOD covccephnssqeeseueeneeeen Saint Granier 
Hiorace Van Dusen....... Pierre Etchepare 
M. Regnier Lambert......Armand Lurville 
eg Eres Fo Sree aes Palau 
Countess Mochada....... Marfah Dhervilly 


ecocccccccescocces Carlos Arvil 
Re -gnier Lambert...Meg Lemonnier 


Firmin 
Nicole 


With the exception of some Chev- 
alier pictures, this is the biggest hit 
ever screened at the Paramount. 
Scenario, credited to Saint Granier 
on the program, is really lifted from 
a comedy, but its adaptation and 
treatment is so suitable to the 
French public that it can be con- 
sidered as a pure French product. 

Picture was made in the States by 





Inside Stufi—Pictures 





satisfied with, 


those in the know. 


within hailing distance. 


three pack animals. 


houses, 


frequently repeated. 


the carton. 
San Jose, Calif., 


change in house prices, 


Hollywood. 
earried no significance, 


year. He has made three. 


bag. 








(Continued from page 10) 


and that he has set his mind on making it, if only to 
thumb his nose at those who want him to lay off. Hughes’ ons and offs 
in relation to the picture are all marked up to good press agentry by 


Metro sound technicians are currently working on portable recording 
equipment which will eliminate the heavy and bulky machinery now 
used which necessitates portage on auto trucks. 


Weight of the new equipment will be under 400 pounds and will be so 
constructed that it can be taken to pieces and carried by three or four 
men, or in the case of difficult location trips on the backs of two or 


Palace and State-Lake, Chicago, have been getting some adverse com- 
ment lately through a growing habit of using the same shorts at both 
Patrons of the vaude house who sometimes attend the State- 
Lake get peeved when encountering duplication of product. 

‘Little Scissor’ was a recent case. 
and the next week was on the Palace program, 


Desired results are 


Paramount with Richard Dix. 
Story is that of a young man who 
for 24 hours endeavors to speak 
nothing but the truth, and finds it 
tough, nearly losing his girl. Cast 
is practically all-star, and in every 
way, from the French point of view, 
hitting the bullseye. Meg Lemon- 
nier, despite her slight lisping and 
inability to throw on the screen all 
of her stage s. a., is tremendously 
popular with Freneh audiences, and 
her name is likely to draw even 
in Paris. 


more in the sticks than 
Saint Granier is, of course, a sure 
hat 
What makes the film move is the 
American tempo for gags. Vari, 
EXHIB DISAPPEARS 
Denver, Sept. 28. 
A man representing himself as 
1J. C. Mason, of Cloride, N. M., se- 
ured two films, “Canyon Hawks,” 
a Big 4, a Felix cartoon, “False 
Vases,” and two sets of records at 


the Sheffield Film Exchange, claim- 
ing he was to show them at Max- 
well, Mosquero and Wagon Mound, 
N. M. 

He picked up the films and rec- 
ords Aug. 5, and with no word since 
then, 








Blanket Denial 


Baltimore, Sept. 28. 

Joseph Brodie, prominent local 
nabe exhibitor, denies the report 
that he was in any way responsible 
for the reversal of the Baltimore 
neighborhood exhibitors’ boycott of 
Metro, United Artists-Paramount 
films. Nor does he relish the coun- 
trywide notoriety that it has brought 
him, 


Exhibs as far away as Milwaukee 
are writing notes to the Baltimore 
exhibitor, and the x-es they contain 
aren’t meant for kisses. All of 


which Brodie declares is unjustified. 
He wants to know why he shouid 


talk with anyone on the Federal 
|} payroll and cause them to invoke 
the Sherman law to break up the 
boycott of percentage films in the 
neighborheod houses. He is of 
opinion that some exchange man is 


the villain. 

There's a rumor around that some 
one boasted and the Federal district 
attorney overheard him. At any 
rate, Brodie denies that he played a 
part in the melodrama, 








This played the State-Lake first 
Cartoons have been 


Picture player with a rep for cleverness sold six articles to a mag 
getting $500 each. A studio p.a. suggested the articles and wrote them 
when the actor said he was too busy. P.a. heard no more of it. 

Months later the actor asked someone what kind of cigarets the youth 
smoked as he wanted to give him a carton. 


The ghost hasn't even seen 


papers are mildly razzing Fox West-Coast ‘better 
movies’ plug following pulling out the Fanchon & Marco units with no 
Cut in ad space to six inches for the two houses 
was a further peeve for the dailies, which besides editorial comment are 
publishing how-come letters from readers. 


Lee Marcus has returned after two weeks at the RKO-Pathe studio in 
It was a quick visit, following his previous trip west, but 


Marcus’ intention is reported to make several studio visits during the 

Association of Motion Picture Advertisers, at the meeting last Thurs- 
day (24), presented Mike Simmonds, retiring president, with a traveling 

Ed Finney, of United Artists, took over the gavel, 

One side slant on the strike of the musicians in the Stanley-Warner 
theatres, Philadelphia, was the vacation enjoyed by the stage hands. 


They had nothing to do but play pinochle on full pay, their contract not 
being in dispute. Reported for work, as usual, daily. 





Another of the Floyd Gibbons series of 13 shorts, being produced by 
A. P. Waxman, will be released in October. It is titled “Turn of the Tide’ 
and has to do with Chateau Thierry. 





No publicity breaks for an ingenue at one Coast studio. Reason given in 
the dept. is she insulted a femme writer over an article published before 
the actress started with the studio. 


“Came the talkies” :: < sound repro- 
duction to synchronize with photog- 
ts hy. Theatres dressed up... an- 

er era dawned. Beauty, harmony, 
poser fan and acoustical perfection. 
Sound without reverberation, with- 
out echo. That is what the public 
asked of theatres: 

So, American Seating Company 
saw a modern problem. They under- 
took acoustical research. They found 
that chairs of certain types have 
greatest sound absorption. 





A chair of this type was installed 
in the famous Chicago Civic 
Dera Benes. | Full upholstered 

k, spri ogee seat and Mo- 
yaad ards. A triumph 
building into theatre chairs 
maximum absorption § values. 
Only one of the many American 
Seating Company types and 
styles of theatre seating. 








R.K.O. KENMORE 
THEATRE 
Brooklyn, N. Y 





"Equipped diame with ‘a 
comfortable, acoustically correct American 
Seating Company Chairs 





So your Patrons 
may enjoy the play or movie 


infinitely more r+7 RESEAT! 


seats could aid the ear—as well as 
make for comfort and beauty, 

And soon the motion picture in- 
dustry found that chairs meant more 
than physical comfort—more than 
beauty to harmonize with the design 
and decorative charm of interiors. 
That to attract patrons—to keep 
them coming to the theatre, new 
sound equipment was not enough. 
New chairs were needed . . . chairs 
whose acoustical ee brought 
to their audiences the speaking or sin 
in bape i age iad and eadigeorte 

reseating—the replac- 
ing “of Fold’ chairs with new—cor- 
rected sound distortions, and 
brought the bigger box office re- 
<eipts that new sound equipment 
failed to bring. 


Free... This Booklet—" Acoustics and its 
Relation to Seating” 
Our booklet, “‘Acous- 
tics and i its Relation to 
Seating” will show you 
how correct seating 
has a direct bearing on 
= number of people 
at patronize your 
rly. 
ngineering 
te is at your 
posal, without obliga- 
tion. The facts area 
able. Just address De- 
partment V1, 











American Seating Company 
* E>, Makers of Fine Seating for Churches, Schools and Theatres 


General Offices: Grand Rapids, Michigan 
Branches in All evintipes Cities 











Just Completed Tour in Loew de Luxe Theatres 


MARION BELETT 


“You Promised Me Something” 


Starting Anew with Fanchon & Marco’s “Once Upon a Time” 


Idea 


Just Closed at Fox Academy of Music, New York 


“Aw, Gimme a Kiss” 


and LAMB cu 


Opening Tuesday, Sept. 29, Fox Audubon, New York 
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Hugo fiags yelling a 
mighty “Eddie Can; 
tor ‘Palmy Days 


message from _ office 


buildings to Broad- 


way’s millions, 


Life-sized beauties, colossal 
Canters and massive 
gave the Rialto a front visible 


for blocks and blocks, 


letters 








Tremendous 
erowds storming 
the doors of the 
Rialto to see Ed- 
die Cantor in 
“Palmy Days.” 





Continental Baking 
Company's huge 
sound truck in the 
Parade featuring 





banners on “Eddie 
‘Palmy 


Cantor in 
Days.’ ” 


Turn the showing of “Palmy 
Days” in YOUR town into a 
great civic holiday! The news- 
papers, merchants and entire 
populace will help you! It was 
done on Broadway! And became 
the talk of the industry! It can 
be done in YOUR city! And get 
them all talking . <> ~. and 
flocking to your theatre! 














One of the hundreds of bannered trucks acclaiming ‘Eddie 
Cantor in ‘Palmy Days.’ ” 


f 





Giant Cante 
cut-outs featury 
by merchants ) 


co-operative 
plays. 





Hondreds of mer- 
chants displayed 
special banners tying 
im with the “Eddie 
Cantor ‘Palmy Days’ 
BUY NOW Came 
paign,” 
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‘how they did it on hard. 
boiled Broadway, N.Y. 


This Campaign | 
-Ready-to-Put 
cable to Every Exhibitor “Ss 


goes A MUEL GOLDWYN'S 


if ‘Production. 


CANTOR 
Paimy Da 


with 
CHARLOTTE GREENWOOD __ 
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ver is avail- wSEST | 



























heralding the “Ead- 
die Cantor ‘Palmy 
Days’ BUY NOW 
Campaign.” 








The gigantic parade of oe Rie % 5 i ee | A 5B Lpiunnele 
trucks that extended S Cec: : oe % % i es & 

for two miles along ey 3 ; j 

Broadway. 
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lade Film Houses 


Vaudeville Booking Proposals 


+ 





An independent exhibitor is be- 
ing virtually plagued this season by 
@ motley collection of persons who 


want to book vaude into his house. 
Calls by sundry scouts making the 
Greater New York territory and 
other eastern domains within book- 
ing distance of Broadway are being 
followed up by personal letters or 
visits from the booker heads they 
fepresent, 

Some exhibs will not listen five 
minutes to any kind of a proposi- 
tion concerning stage shows, but 
many others, among them, exhibi- 
tors who formely played vaude, are 
looking into all proposals, listening 
@ lot and thinking more. 

As a rule the exhibitors, already 
loaded up with film and in many 
instances at same rentals that- were 
paid last season, are, flirting with 
the stage show thing with caution. 
In the midst of economic adversity 
and oftentimes bad local conditions, 
the exhibs are either afraid to add 
the expense of vaude shows to pres- 
ent overhead or afraid that if they 
don't their losses may be greater. 

Wondering 


For the indie it’s an odd situation. 
What product did the past year in 
scores of indie operations was a 
pity. The exhibs know this, won- 
dering at the same time if they had 
vaude whether that would make up 
for the lack of draw they have been 
experiencing lately with straight 
film shows. 

Exhibitors, with leading booking 
agencies agreeing also in this re- 
spect, are unanimous in their de- 
sire for operation of vaude at a 
lower price, but it must be consid- 
@rably lower to make the gamble 
inviting. If bookers can supply five 
acts for not more than $500 on a 
half week instead of $750 as before 
the exhibs are interested in it as a 
Possibility. 

The bookers say this can be done, 
with a fairly good show of five acts 
supplied for around $1,000 a week or 
even less. 

With a lot of non-working acts 
around, one is quoting as low as 
$750 as easy for a week's show of 
four or five acts of a caliber that 
will do for medium-grade indie 
houses. 

A few houses are beginning to 
take vaude from the indie bookers. 
They are few and scattered. 

Most of the bookers who have 
authorizations to book houses are 
keeping them entirely mum until 
the first show goes in so that op- 
position bookers will not attempt 
to upset contracts by trying to 
undersell, etc. 

In other cases indies have gotten 
tentative okay on various scattered 
houses which will begin to take 
vaude if and when the bookers can 
line up other stands to break up 
jumps, making routing profitable at 
the lowered salaries anticipated, 


Kedzie Straight Vaude? 


Chicago, Sept, 28. 
Now looks like the Kedzie, west 
side spot promoted by John Bills- 
bury, RKO agent, will be a straight 
vaude stand when and if it opens 








around the middle of October as 


expected. Original idea of a vaud- 
film policy was ruled out when Ed- 
ward W. Monaco, money man be- 


hind the project, discovered that 
sound equipment alone would cost 


between $15,000 and $20,000. 
Billsbury now figures 
eight-act routine of split 


although 


stand matinees. 
ing office will supply the talent 
with Billsbury to okay the acts. 





- Wilshin Franchised 


An RKO franchise has gone to 


Charles Wilshin, 
Wilshin 

Forkins. 

had his own franchise. 


LECTURER ON PERCENTAGE 
Newark, Sept. 28. 





Rialto will 


Timid Over 





on an 

week 
vaude to the tune of three a day, 
hereabouts it’s seriously 
doubted whether the location can 
RKO’'s local book- 


has been with Marty 
Some years back Wilshin 


open Thursday (1) 
with M. Sayle Taylor and his lec- 
ture on marriage, love, and divorce. 

He is in indefinitely on a percent- 


Charity! 





A vaudevillian with barely 
strength enough left to make 
it wobbled into the N. V. A. 
clubhouse, New York, asking 
for something to eat, so a 
story goes. 

The applicant was handed a 
questionaire instead, told to 
zo home, fill it out and return 
the next day. 


LAYOFF IN VANCOUVER 
WITH LOTS OF ACTORS 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 


Hello Charlie: 

Laying off here in Vancouver a 
before we open, ‘The town 
looks like Broadway and 47th street, 
with aH the actors around. There 
are three RKO units in town every 
week; one playing and two lay-_ 
ing off.. A Fanchon’:& Marco unit 
is playing and the Beacon has a 
tab show. A British Guild drama 
stock besides not bad for a town like 
this. 

Plenty of cities in-the States with- 
out half the entertainment of this 
place. 

Of course all the RKO unit ac- 
tors catch the show ahead of ’em 
and they never figure it’s as good as 
theirs. I'd like to change that ‘Well 
my boy’ straight man on my show 
for some big girl act. Harry Burns, 
Karyl Norman, the Duvals and Kay 
and Burns were playing here when 
we arrived and we all had.a big 
party. They have a nice show. 
Anatole Friedlander’s Revue, Jer- 
ome Mann, Frank and Eddie Monroe 
and Hibbit and Hartman, are here 
this week and I expect some good 
laughs. 














week 


Picnickers 


Everything is shut tight on Sun- 
day so our gang made a picnic and 
went to Horseshoe Bay fishing. I 
didn’t get any fish but the picnic 
was swell. We made a fire and 
cooked hot dogs, laid around in the 
sun and had a fine time. It’s better 
than staying in town ‘cause there’s 
nothing doing except the Salvation 
Army has units singing on nearly 
every corner. I like picture shows 
better. 

Vancouver is something like Fris- 
co used to be. The straight man 
says it’s a cosmopolitan seaport 
city, but 10 to 1 he’s wrong. Plenty 
big stores and buildings and nice 
hotels. Funny to listen to the ac- 
tors figuring how they’re gonna 
bring over some stuff. None want 
it for themselves. They say it’s 
for their mother, who is sick, or the 
old man who likes a nip once in 
awhile, 

Haven't seen much of the gal in 
the last act this week. She is stop- 
ping with some relations here. I 
just see her in the mornings when 
she comes for her mail. When we 
open next week she is gonna take 
a housekeeping apartment in town 
cause she sez it’s too tough to live 
away out in the country with rel- 
atives. They don’t understand show 
people. They go to bed at 10 and 
want all lights out. When she gets 
hungry about midnight they think 
she’s nuts and give a lecture that 
her stomach will go wrong if she 
eats before going to bed. She fig- 
ures this week it’s all right on ac- 
count of laying off and saving room 
rent and eating money, but next 
week she'll scram out of there 
quick. {i kinda a miss her, not that 
I'm stuck on her, Charlie, but I was 
gettin’ kinda used to her. 

Best to the Mrs. and yourself, sez 
your pal. Bob. 





Another ‘0. G.’ Grads 
Chicago, Sept. 28. 

one of the ‘Our 
Gang’ grads, will make her first 
stage appearance as a single for 
B. & K. 

Louis Lipstone and S. J. Abra- 
hams are working on a date. 


——————— 


Ann Jackson, 





Lee Morrison Hurrying 
Leo Morrison was due in New 
York last night (Monday) on a fast 





age agreement 
Brothers 


with 


the Warner 


hop from Hollywood. 


CHESTERFIELD SAYS NVA 
AUDIT IS ON THE WAY 


Henry Chesterfield stated last 
week that an audit of the NVA 
Club’s monthly expenses and dis- 
bursements is being prepared and 
will be delivered to the NVA Fund 
when completed. The latter had 
previously declared that Chester- 
field failed to deliver the statement 
that was requested upon receipt of 
the $15,000 or thereabouts for club- 
house operation at the first of each 
month. 

Sam Katz is understood to have 
been furnished with a full audit 
up to April 1 or thereabouts, but 
none is known to have been sub- 
mitted since then. 

Chesterfield is still working on a 
Fordham-Alabama football game 
to bring in funds for the NVA, be- 
sides other ideas. Another is the 
renting of theatres in the key cities 
for benefit shows. 

Ted Healy, the NVA’s new actor 
president, has been scarcer than 
his predecessors lately. He took an 
active part in the affairs for a 





week after election but since then 
hasn’t been seen around the club- 
house. 


Pat Casey received a jetition 
from Saranac yesterday (Monday) 
asking that he reconsider his res- 
ignation as secretary of the NVA 
Fund. He declined to comment. 
Casey is reported to be desirous of 
stepping out of the NVA picture in 
every way. 


BIG OPPOSISH 
VAUD FIGHT 
IN BALTO 


Baltimore, Sept. 22. 
Loew’s is spending more on stage 
shows at the local Century than in 


any other theatre on the circuit at 
the present time, to hold up its end 
in a stiff opposition fight against 
the indie Hippodrome. Latter is 
booked by Eddie Sherman, of Phil- 
adelphia, through the Morris office 
in New York. 
Last two weeks’ heat put a ter- 
rific dent in both box offices, so the 
score at present stands 0 to 0. With 
vaudeville bills running $5,000 and 
over weekly in cost, neither is 
cleaning up but both are timid 
about letting down for fear a spot 
will be created for the other. 

Next heavy opposish week will 
start Oct. 2, when Loew’s plays 
William Haines in person against 
Fifi D’Orsay at the Hip. The Cen- 
tury is headlining Raquel Torres 
this week. 

Until now the Loew bills in Balti- 
more had been noticeably lacking in 
money names, 











Everything Down but RKO Golf Scores 
Yates, Medalist, Wins, Defeating Webb 





Producer’s Humor 





New Haven, Sept. 28. 


Producer blew into town re- 
cently to put together a unit. 
After gathering the principals 
around him he _ remarked: 
‘We're going to have a lot of 
original comedy in this unit. 
And here’s the manuscript,’ 
he added, nochalantly tossing 
on a table the current issue of 
‘College Humor.’ 


F-M ADDING 
CHORUS BOYS 











New Fanchon & Marco units be- 
ginning are to be 
equipped with combination lines of 
girls and boys. Around 16 or 18 to 
the unit, according to the needs. 
This is a departure from past F.&M. 
shows. which specialized on girl 
choruses only. 

Plan is to be followed for units 
hereafter and makes for an average 


their tours 


addition to the personnel of each 
troupe of from four to five people. 
Scheme got its start with the rout- 
ing of the F-M shows into the Pub- 
lix houses the past month. 

Intent is to provide more flash 
as well as provide employment for 


talent which may develop in this 
way. 


BAKER HELD OFF RADIO 
BY SHOW’S CONTRACT 


Phil Baker, who goes into Chi- 
cago next Monday (5) with the 
Billy Rose show, has a contract 
which forbids him broadcasting. 


Several firms desirous of using 
Baker for a commercial are trying 
to get around the restriction. 

Baker has turned over his repre- 
sentation to Ralph Farnum, 











Agneta’s Floor Franchise 


Nick Agneta has been granted 
an RKO vaude booking franchise. 
Agneta has been associated with 
Charley Bierbauer. Before that he 
was 11 years with Max Hart, with 
whom he started as office boy. 

Agneta will shortly open an of- 
fice. 





Special Stage Show for Nabe 
Houses—Trial Wks in Brooklyn 





After playing straght pictures 
for two and three years, five houses 
in Brooklyn are going to try vaude 
for at least a month on a stage 
show scheme evolved by Willie 
Green. 


What Green styles a ‘Carnival 


Week’ will be launched Oct. 5 in 
the Ritz, Berkshire, National and 
two other Brooklyn nabe film 


houses. Each show is to have four 
or five novelty acts and an m.c. 
With each bill goes a Green five- 
piece band. 

Green intends to play two days at 
least in each house, with four com- 
plete weeks laid out. If his show 
shows a b.o. pull it will be con- 
tinued. 

Green is making a two days’ ad- 
vance visit to each house and per- 
sonally announcing the incoming 
show. 

There willl be no flash acts or re- 
vues booked as there isn’t sufficient 
stage room to permit them being 
played, 

It's Green's scheme to use the 
band for ballyhoo as well as play- 
ing on the maquees between shows. 

There has been no pit band in any 
of these houses, with the return of 





He left Sunday by plane. 


musicians expected to also help biz. 


vv 


DAPHNE POLLARD’S $1,500 


Vaude Return In 10 RKO Weeks— 
Starts In November 








Away from vaude for several 
years, Daphne Pollard has _ been 
booked for 10 RKO weeks at $1,- 
500. Still in Hollywood, where, she 
has been appearing in both shorts 
and features, Miss Pollard is sched- 
uled to open Nov. 20 as an act in St. 
Louis. 

From there the comedienne plays 
Columbus, Cincinnati, Chicago, 
Cleveland, Akron, Youngstown, 
Buffalo, Toronto and Boston. New 
York dates follow. Harry Weber 
arranged from Hollywood. 


Haines’ Woolf Act 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 

‘Cupid’ Ainsworth, 250-pound 
comic, has been selected as the 
stooge for William Haines for his 
act to show at the Capitol, New 
York, Oct. 5 after the Baltimore 
date. 

Edgar Alien Woolf also left for 
New York Saturday (26), as he will 
write and stage the act for Haines. 








He then returns here for Metro. 








The depression has lowered most 
everything but RKO’s golf tourna. 


ment scores. They’re still higher 
than a Palace headliner’s salary. At 
the very doggy Westchester Coun- 


try Club Thursday and Friday of 
last week the RKO boys did their 
customary whiffing in the circuit's 


second tournament of the season. 

Amout 60 divot displacers took 
part. Charlie Yates was the victor 
besides the best golfer of the bunch. 
He trimmed Roy Webb, previous 
champ, 4 and 3 after knocking off 
Lee Stewart and Hiram Brown, Jr., 
and winning the ‘qualifying medal 
with an 81. Both wins gave Yates 
the two first picks on the prize table 
and he brought a set of irons and 
an ash tray home #o Reggie. Elig- 
ible to play because his brother, 
Irving, almost had a booking fran- 
chise once. 

The rest of the boys cut 
championship west course with 
ecards ranging from 100 to 176. 
Among the choice flops as golfers 
were Charlie Freeman and Hiram 
Brown, Sr. Both wound up in the 
second division on their qualifying 
scores. It was rumored they took 
the second flight berths purposely 
because Mrs. Brown and Mrs. Free- 
man squawked about them failing 
to bring something home at the last 
tournament. But they didn’t bring 
anything home Friday night, either. 

When the golfing was over and 
the dust had lifted, the Westchester 
layout was ready for the potato 
planters. The unofficial count was 
16 new bunkers. The RKO snake 
killers. niblicked most of the sand 
onto the greens. 


Weiner Was Terrific 


Jack Weiner drew the largest gal- 
lery of the day in his Friday morn- 
ing match with Max Tishman, 
When his eighth stroke found him 
still off the fairway and with the 
tee about 20 yards to the rear, word 
flashed back to the clubhouse that 
here was a match worth watching, 
By the time Weiner'’s. stroking 
reached the exceptional mark of 20 
the ground keepers and officials were’ 
forced to rope off the course to keep 
the crowd from being struck by fly- 
ing divots. 

On his 23d Weiner surprised the 
followers by. asking for his putter, 
since he was still off the green, 
Weiner said later that he was aime 
ing for an 18-hole par score on this 
one hole, which is quite a feat. His 
next shot brought the crowd to its 
feet. The ball rolled up to within 
six or seven inches of the cup. 
Three more putts and it was in. 

Other matches were equally excite 
ing. 

Others besides Yates and Webb 
won prizes. They were Pete Mack, 
Harry Mosley, Myron Robinson, Bob 
Hawkins, Wayne Christy, A. J. Kir- 
win, R. Datin, Harry Romm, Irving 
Yates, Herman Weber, Roger Mure 
rell, Bill McCaffery, E. McEvoy, Rs 
Wolff, Chester Stratton, Harry Pim- 
stein, Bo Dowling, Phil Offin and the 
Commodore, Mike Bentham. 

At the dinner Hiram Brown, Sr. 
was elected to succeed Jim Turner 
as golf chairman and Frank Jones, 
the fine handicapper, was made per- 
manent custodian of the scores 
He's still the only guy who can 
count that high, 

Jim Harkins came up to doa come 
edy butler and provided the best 
ribbing of the two-day RKO layoff. 

At the dinner Hy Brown told the 
boys that the golf outings are of 
such benefit to the organization that 
perhaps RKO might sometime in 
the future carry the expenses itself. 
But that’s more of a suggestian 
than a promise, said Hy 


up the 





Dressing Room Theft 


Lew Pollock’s dressing room at 
the RKO Franklin, Bronx, was ene 
tered Sunday night (27) and every- 
thing the composer pianist owned 
in the place was stolen. His tenor, 
Ernest Charles, who shared the 
room with Pollock, also lost every~ 
thing. 

The clothing and other things 
taken amount to nearly $1,000, ac- 
cording to Pollock. 





Clara, Lu, Em—$2,000 . 
Chicago, Sept. -5. 
Clara, Lu and Em, femme radio 
talking trio on WGN here, go into 
the Oriental (B. & K.) this Friday 
(2) for a week. They've never been 


behind the footlights before. Will 
take $2,000. ore 
To share the stage with Trixie 


Friganza. 
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20 MORE RKO VAUDE STANDS 











Lubin Decides an M. C. Can Do as 
He Pleases on Stage During Show 





With lengthy arguments between 
Milton Berle and Jans and Whalen, 
co-headliners at Loew’s State last 
week, regarding what Berle should 
and should not do, J. H. Lubin and 


Sidney Piermont were called in to 
settle the dispute. Lubin ruled that 
gince Berle was m. c. at that house 
during the week, Berle could do as 
he pleased. 

Argument between Berle and 
Jans and Whalen arose from Berle’s 
attempt to stage a little comedy 
piece with Ed@ie Harrison, of Ray 
and Harrison, also at the State last 
week, before Jans and Whalen 
went on. Latter act was the closer. 
They objected to Berle’s action on 
the ground that they did not want 
- follow another two-man act and 
that it would look as though Berle 
was taking the featured spot for 
himself, with the assistance of Har- 
rison. During the dispute Harry 
Jans called Berle a ‘stage-struck 
kid’ and also ac: ised him of trying 
to ‘hog the whole show.’ 


Jans’ Threat 


Jans stated that if Berle at- 
tempted to stage the little piece 
with Harrison before their act, Jans 
and Whalen’s, he would forcibly de- 
tain Harrison in the wings and pre- 
vent him from zoing on with Berle. 

Berle tried to argue with Jans 
and Whalen, but felt that if he in- 
sisted upon doing the bit he pro- 
posed with Harrison, it would only 
cause a fight back-stage, so called 
it off. 

Even after Lubin declared that 
Berle, being -m. c., could do what he 
wanted at the house, Berle thought 
it best to call the whole number off 
all week. 

Berle and Jans and Whalen are 
atill not on speaking terms. 


Vaude’s Record High of 
$10,000 Wkly for Marx 
| Bros. im RKO Theatres 








A new all-time record salary for 
one act in vaudeville will be set 
during November when the Marx 
Bros. play the RKO Palace, New 
York, for a week at $10,000. 

Marxes played the Palace a little 
Over a year ago through the same 
agent, Max Gordon, for $7,700, 
which also set a new high. 

The $7,700 mark still stands, but 
will be broken at the Palace the 
week of Oct. 31 by Eddie Cantor's 
$8,000, which is another record in 
itself singe Cantor is a single turn. 
Marxes will play 7 weeks in all for 
RKO, the others in the middle west. 
For each week, $10,000. 


$7,000 for 2 Headliners 


Oct. 9-week Soph Tucker and 
Georgie Jessel will cost the Para- 
mount on Broadway $7,000 as two 
Parts of its stage show. The rest 
will be the usual Par presentation. 
Morris office booked both. 

Soph but recently returned from 
Europe. She is at present testing 
for NBC radio by invitation of 
Jack Royal. 











Diamond’s Agency Job 


__Pilly Diamond has taken charge 
of the James Plunkett vaude agency 
office. He will handle the direction 
While Plunkett is away on a long 
trip for his health. 
Diamond was recently connected 
eg — still unopened Joe Sulli- 
ton ooking office but left there 
B © weeks ago, along with Chas. 
ray, 
i dn 
Al Allen in Morris Office 
K 1 Allen, formerly in vaude with 
imball and Allen, recently with 
ack Mandel’s office, has joined the 
orris New York staff. 
Allen will be attached to Law- 
Fence Golde’s department. 





+ 





GEO. McKAY ALONE 


McKay and Ardine Dissolve For 
Stage—Odette Ardine Retiring 








George McKay is rehearsing a 
new act. Odette Ardine is retiring 
from the stage. This dissolves a 
standard vaudeville partnership of 
many years. Offstage they’re still 


Mr. and Mrs. McKay as much 
as ever, and married nearly 20 
years. 


McKay’s new one is a Tishman 
& O’Neal-Jack Henley turn. Ann 
Bolen, Kay Hovel and Eva Frisk 
are in support. 





Weston and Lyons 
Secretly Divorced, but 
Continue Partnership 


Chicago, Sept. 28. 


Joe Weston and Collette Lyons 
were secretly divorced in San Fran- 
cisco last July, but have since con- 
tinued as a team for Fanchon & 
Marco. Miss Lyons obtained the de- 
cree. Weston was twice married 
to and divorced Grace Eline (Eline 
Sis.). 


VAUDE AUDITIONS AT 
MOSS’ B’WAY WEEKLY 


Vaude auditions, but to include 
specialty people, dancers, singers 
and other supers as well as regular 
turns, are to become a weekly event 
at Moss’ Broadway. 

It’ll be the only free-for-all test- 
ing spot for vaude attractions and 
similar talent around New York, 
with the exception of Publix. 

Moss’ first audition will be held 
today (Tuesday). Beginning next 
week and thereafter the tryout day 
will be Thursday, with a couple 
hours in the morning devoted to 
giving acts and artists a chance to 
show what they have. 

The Moss staff and bookers from 
Warner Bros., supplying talent for 
the Broadway, will be on hand. 

Stella Benow is in charge of audi- 
tions and arrangements for Moss, 














Landry’s Legit Suit 
Due for Arbitration 


Cy Landry’s suit for $10,000 
against Aarons & Freedley, alleg- 
ing breach of contract, will be ar- 
bitrated in about three weeks. At 
that time Landry returns from a 
tour of Fanchon & Marco theatres. 

Wwo of the arbitrators, picked 
last week, Harold M. Goldblatt, by 
Landy, and Jed Harris, by Aarons 
& Freedley. Third member, whom 
Goldblatt and Harris are to choose, 
hasn’t been selected yet. 

Landry started action on _ the 
claim that in 1929 he was engaged 
by A-F for a musical comedy. Firm, 
Landry charges, later put out a 
show called ‘Me for You,’ in which 
Landry was cast. This show re- 
hearsed five weeks but folded after 
playing two in Detroit. Show was 
then called back for revision, claims 
Landry, and most of the principals 
retained for the new effort, titled, 
‘Heads Up. However, some of the 
principals were omitted and among 
them was Landry. 

Since ‘Heads Up’ ran about 20 
weeks in New York, and Landry 
states he held a run of the play 
contract at $500 a week, he then 
entered suit forthe $10,000. 


Mae Murray’s Dance Tour | 


Mae Murray going barnstorm- 
ing, one nighters, with band 

For New England and FP 
halls, 
Columbus is 





dance 


Charles 


rehearsi! 


| 
| 
| with Miss Murray's new act | 


VAUD VERY oUON 


RKO Theatre Operators De- 
cide on Expansion of Its 
Vaude Circuit — Vaudfilm 
Grosses Influencing De- 
cision 





COMBOS STEADIEST 





Detroit, Pittsburgh, Providence, 
Memphis, Houston, Antonio, 
Dallas, Winnipeg and Dayton are 
the newest stands selected by the 
RKO theatre operating dept. for 
vaudeville. Detroit and Providence 
will play spot booked bills. Others 
will receive the RKO rotation week- 
ly intact vaude units. 

In Pittsburgh the house will be 
the Sheridan Square, away from 
the downtown section. It has pre- 
viously played RKO vaude. Win- 
nipeg and Providence are about 
ready to start the new combination 
bills. In one or two of the cities 
an adjustment may be necessary 
with the stage hands and musical 
unions before the vaude can get 
going. 

In all it is reported RKO operators 
see a total of 20 possible present 
straight film sites to be changed to 
the combo policy between now and 
New Year’s. Many of these same 
houses played a vaudfilm policy in 
the past with the vaude cut out 
from time to time to reduce over- 
head, it was then stated. 

Grosses are reported the reason 
for the present change. They are 
-said to have convinced the RKO 
theatre dept. that the straight pic- 
ture houses on the chain are not 
as consistent gross drawers as the 
combo bills. With vaude and pic- 


tures, despite the quality of the 
talker feature on the program, the 
gross holds to within an average 
range, not varying with the average 
bill of $2,000 under or over a set 
mark. With the straight picture 
house the gross leaps or falls mark- 
edly, according to the draw of the 
talker feature. This is exampled, 
says the story, by a vaudfilm gross 
keeping within $13,000 to $16,000 
weekly, while a straight picture 
gross may go to $12,000 this week 
and $4,000 next week. 


A Long While 


It seems to have taken theatre 
men of all circuits a considerable 
while to deduce from these figures, 
or analyze them. It is now re- 
ported other major chains are ar- 
riving at the conclusion that houses 
with stage shows appear to hold 
closer to an average than the 
straight picture house. 

With RKO the vaude stage intact 
travelling units over its combo 
houses cost @ maximum salary of 
$2,800 a week. With spot booked 
houses the weekly salary cost is 
more elastic. All of the RKO spot 
booked houses are east of Chicago. 


San 


RKO operators state they feel 
there is an urge for vaudeville 
along all chain lines at present. 


With vaude showing its strength so 
consistently for nearly two years on 
the RKO circuit, it will now get a 
widening opportunity, they say. 





M.C. Barnstorming 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 28. 





For the duration of the musicians’ 

| strike Dick Powell, m.c. at Stanley, 
Bernie Armstrong, solo organist, | 
and Dorothy Bushey, Stanley's per- | 
manent personality gal, are to barn- 
torm over the tri-state territory | 
iin WB suburban houses. 


Powell's contract at the Stanley 


as until January 1 to run, 


9 NOW LINED UP, | 





PEOPLE LEAVE SULLIVAN 


Standard Booking Exchange in 
Name Only for Weeks 








The Joe Sullivan promoted Stand- 
ard Booking Exchange, set to open 
over a month ago, has yet to ma- 
terialize. Sullivan has postponed 
the opening ahead week to week. 

Sullivan started out in rip-bang 
fashion by gathering P. Alonzo, Phil 
Bush, Chas. Bray, Billy Diamond, 
George Poli and steen others, The 
past three weeks has seen all those 
mentioned leave Sullivan. Some 
have opened their own offices. 

Sullivan has equipped an office 
with mahogany desks, each with a 
name plate of those who have since 
left this outfit. 

Standard Booking Exchange was 
formed by Sullivan with the inten- 
tion of booking vaude theatres and 
every branch of the business. Sul- 
livan was formerly a Keith vaude 
agent and promoter. 


L. A. Hill Billies 
Reviving Vaude 
In Coast X-Roads 


Successful out-of-town appear- 
ances of the Beverly Hill Billies of 
KTM and the Arizona Wranglers of 
KNX have all the other radio hill 
billies reaching for tours of the 
sticks in hope of picking up some 
soft money. 

Blue Ridge Mountain Boys of 
KMCS, Texas Outlaws of the same 
station, Ranch Boys, KECA; Tom 
Murray’s Hollywood Hill Billies, 
KMTR; Little Hill Billies.KHJ; and 
the Six Texas Cowboys and Ten- 
nessee Hill Billies, latter two job- 
bing around, are looking for per- 
sonal appearance dates. 








Money or Coffee 


Some of the combinations, those 
who have a radio following, are 
holding out for real money, Others 
are willing to take one and two-day 
dates for coffee money and the 
thrill of playing to a live audience. 
Most are approaching the indepen- 
dent picture houses. 

Beverly Hill Billies are sticking, 
to the bigger houses and aren’t hot 
for leaving town. Arizona Wran- 
glers are strictly for the territory. 
Naylor Rogers, manager of KNX, 
and Ken Dailey, who is booking, 
feel their draw is mainly in the 
sticks and refusing to let them play 
in towns where they might do a 
Brodie. 

Play Two Months 
Tom Murray’s barn yodelers, witna 
Bill Meiklejohn doing the booking, 
have been playing all around South- 
ern California for the past two 
months. Outfit is now getting ready 
for a one-night stand trip of Ari- 
zona and New Mexico. 
Returns from the air programs 
show that no two hill billy outfits 
are popular in the same territory. 
Each section of the west has its 
favs. Any other mob of hill billies 
trying to muscle in on the territory 
gets the Bronx cheer. 


Worried Over LaReine 


Milwaukee, Sept 


rg 





weeks ago. 
Mrs. LaReine has arrived from 
New York and has established resi- 
'dence to be near her husband. 


Fred LaReine’s condition at St. 
Joseph's hospital is more 
than at first indicated. He is suf- 
rering from a broken back, the re- 
sult of an automobile a 


a 
— 


cident thre 


a 


Names and Billing of Aged Acts 
Changed for Better by RKO's Dep t; 
B. 0. Angle Figures From Curiosity 


In the future a lot of old standard 
acts whose names in the glimmers 
or around lobbies have become 
household and _ recognizable on 
sight, are to either undergo changes 
or be supplanted by new main bDill- 
ing. While it all will have the ef- 
fect of freshening up from the box 
office angle names that have been 
around for years in precisely the 
same manner, RKO’s main object- 
ive officially is stimulating greater 
sales values of attractions than they 
now have or have had in the past. 


At the same time the angle of 
how to sell an act better by a 
change in the name works the other 
way, with patrons not being able 
to recognize this or that act as one 
they have seen dozens of times. 


Most of the complete or minor 
changes in name, as well as modi- 
fication of sub-billing, is at the in- 
stance of RKO in general and E. M, 
Orowitz, vaude exploitation head, in 
particular. - 

The Four Camerons, long known 
as such, are henceforth to be Pop 
Cameron and Family. Mrs. Ev- 
erett’s Monkey Hippodrome, with 
changing applying to opening as 
well as penultimate spot acts, is to 
become Joe Peanut’s Simiam Jazz- 
band. 

The Duponts of N. C. 


For the Duponts, comedy panto- 
mime act, it’s to be Mr. DuPont of 
Wilmington, with N. C. (for North 
Carolina) in small type trailing. 


Kluting’s Entertainers, oldtime 
dog and cat act will have a new 
moniker for lights and lobby in 
Kluting’s Animal Stars, with the 
Four Leaping Felines. 


A colored jazzband in from the 
west and to show at the Jefferson, 
New York, last half this week, Lu- 
cius Millinder and Band, is also 
changed, New name will be Lucky 
(And How) Millinder and 11 Natu- 
ral Jazzolians. 

In hundreds of cases sub-billing 
is undergoing change with a view 
of creating greater interest by 
faintly or indirectly suggesting a 
curiosity angle, 

Richy Craig’s billing at Palace 
last week in middle of engagement 
was ordered changed ‘because it 
meant nothing.’ Craig’s own billing, 
‘Jest For Fun’ was. supplanted by 
‘The World’s Unknown Humorist.’ 

Kitty Doner has been made ‘The 
Happy-Go-Lucky Girl.’ There are 
scores of others from acrobats up 
to Palace headliners, 


Muriel Window’s Return 


Sioux City, Sept. 28. 

In preparation for a return to the 
vaude stage, where she formerly 
won fame as the ‘Peacock of Vaude- 
ville” Mrs. Muriel Hanford, promi- 
nent Sioux City society and sports 
woman, gave a private showing of 
her new act at the Orpheum theatre, 

Before retiring from the stage to 
marry Arthur Hanford, Jr., busi- 











Muriel Window, often played the 
old Orpheum circuit. 





Hurler as Single 





The crooning manager of the 
Newark Bears, Al Mamaux, who 
carried his team to second place in 
the International League, will open 
in vaude for RKO after the world’s 
series. Opening date will be Newark, 


Charlie Furey, who piloted Mam- 
aux in vaude last year as a team- 
mate of Babe Herman and in pre- 
vious engagements, is again hand- 
ling Mamaux. This season the man- 
ager-pitcher will carry a pianist. 
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ness man here, Mrs. Hanford, them« 





ee 


Soo 


$ 
' 
i 
x 
j 


rt ehy 


Ca rad 


aT re ers 


Ses beet a oat 

















patents reap ? 


aie 


Saat tienes 


a 
bsg 
3 





Salis ery 


$ 
| 











SS) 


36 VARIETY 


VAUDEVILLE 


ane 


Tuesday, September 29, 193] 





—— 











Inside Stuff—Vaude 


Scores of RKO acts, standard for years and over from the old Keith 
regime, have come off the high horses they rode when E. F. Albee sat 
on the throne and certain artists played politics through varied ‘ins’ they 
had. 

In the complete reorganization of the circuit and the conversion over 
to a new order of things, there has been no favoritism. RKO from inner 





accounts have watched with closer vigilance those acts which on strength 
of former connections have expected to have their own way. 

New rules for photos, posing, billing, etc., despite all opposition cries 
and threats ‘I’m a friend of so-and-so’ and I won't do this or that’ have 
gone for all, from acrobats to stars, as the high-hats have found with 


the booking department, in some cases holding up time if orders are not 
lived up to 

One of the rigid rules for all is prompt keeping of appointments. A 
half dozen or more big timers who have arrived an hour late to confer 
on photos, billing, publicity, etc., have been penalized by having to then 
wait a couple of days to make arrangements. 

The RKO booking dep’t doesn’t care how much they burn or who they 
yell to, it seems. 


With RKO assiduously enforcing its rules on photographs, with some 
acts hollering over the cost, it’s seldom any orders more than the mini- 
mum. One turn, after asked for four different peses, 50 prints each, liked 
some of the ideas furnished by Emo Orowitz so much they surprised by 
making eight poses and ordering 400 prints. 

Now it’s a question of using them all up, with RKO probably finding 
that possible for an act so willing by co-operating. 


During Joe Brown's engagement at Moss’ Broadway he has been pes- 


tered by phone, mail and on the street by men and women either seek- 
ing financial aid, loans or submitting investment propositions. Salesmen 


JAY MILLS 


Assisted by FLORENCE ROBINSON 
In the ‘Plays the Thing’ 
By Richy Craig, Jr. 


= Just completed 6 consecutive years as Master of Ceremonies for 
Warner Bros. and Paramount. 











Now Playing My First RKO Engagement at the 
Fordham, New York 
Proctor’s, Newark (Oct. 3) 


Many Thanks MEYER NORTH, JOE FLAUM, Per. Representative 
RKO Representative—MORRIS & OZ 


of all descriptions have deluged the theatre in an effort to see Brown 
personally. 

Among the letters were some which Brown had been tipped were of a 
typical blackmail character. 





Estelle Taylor at the Palace, Chicago, curtain speeched: ‘For years 
you paid to see me while I was learning how to act on the screen. Now 
you are paying to see me while I learn how to sing.’ 

Miss Taylor brushed aside a managerial suggestion that this sort of 
apology was in bad taste and also poor showmanship. She continued 
to employ the same line of self-belittling apologetics all week. 





An odd incident has led to RKO hold up bookings on a new team com- 
ing into vaude, 

The mixed duo, who will work in evening clothes, were asked to pose 
for photographs, but remonstrated that it was too hot to get into the 
glad rags. Booking department was also asked to hold up bookings at 
the request of the camera department. 

RKO is beginning to line up ideas and reminders for every day in the 
week for its managers. Starting with Saturday (26), a detailed group 
of thoughts and suggestions to the field have gone out for the entire 
week. 

Hunch follows the Publix Calendar, 





NEW ACTS Gae Foster, and ‘Masquerading,’ 
Larry Ceballos’ next. 
Frank Mitchell (Mitchell and 


Durant) producing act for Ben Bar- 
Sammy Weston and Little Ann | ton. 
Little. ek A 


Murphy and Gerard. Sam Kopp and Harry Reiners 
The Norman Thomas Quintet has | have joined RKO's publicity forces. 
been made into a sextet. Latest is | They will be assigned territories in 
Eddie Chavers, formerly with the | the field. 
Billy Pierce studios. 


Mary Duncan and Dave Stamper, 
composer. 





21 WKS BREAK-IN FOR 
INTACTS AROUND Nyc 


Yonkers, Union Hill, with the 
Kenmore, Brooklyn; then the 
Chester, Bronx, and Madison, 
Brooklyn, will be the 24% weeks of 
break in time around New York 
for RKO intact vaude units com- 
mencing Oct. 24, at Union Hill. 

Yonkers and Union Hill (N, 52 
are the additions to the intacty 
breakins, It is belleved that the 
two and a half weeks will be ample 
for the rotating bills to adjust 
themselves. 

It will require a little time to get 
the inner intact breakin circle rune 
ning smoothly. 





WESTWARD FOR F-M 

After playing his last Loew dateg 
this week in Washington, Jack 
Sidney and his wife, Irene Sarli, 
jump to Los Angeles to open in @ 
Fanchon & Marco Idea Oct. 16. 

F-M will build a comedy unit 
around Sidney’s prop horse, 





Hoey’s Agency 

Herbert Hoey has his own agency, 
Handling vaude, film, radio 

Paul Dempsey, Edgar Keefer and 
Frank Mufson are with him. 





Emmett Gilfoyle and Kate Pull- 
man, 

Blackface Eddie Nelson and Miss 
Layton. 

George Morton and girls. 

Irene Renee and Ralph Bevan. 

George Fisher (Fisher and Hurst) 
and Co. 

Goss and Barrows 

3 Worth Boys 

Wagner and Lelia 

West and Elaine 

Ann and Franks 

Charlie Wilson and Co. 

Page and Williams 

Joe Sully and Co. 

Bob Kindler 

Joe Young and Co., including Hal 
Baker. 

Golden Gate Boys (3). 

Mack, Smith and Abbott. 

Bobby Randall. 

Kollege Nuts. 

Sandy McPherson. 

Two F-M units into work in 
Hollywood are ‘Fine Features,’ fea- 
turing Edna Covey and staged by 


























MAY WE HELP YOU 
WITH YOUR BUDGET? 


We may be able to make suggestions that you 
yourself have overlooked. This is but one of 
the services that we offer, free, to depositors. 


Interest is allowed for every day your money 
is in the bank. 


For the quarter ending September 30th, 1931, 
dividend has been declared at the rate of 
3% % per annum. 


UNION DIME 
SAVINGS BANK 


éth Avenue and 40th Street — New York City 
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THIS WEEK (SEPT. 26) 


LONDON PRESS NOTICES 








SUNDAY REFEREE 
6-9-31 
A New York Star 

“T expected to see Dorothy Stone in a show for 
t her first appearance in London. She has chosen 
the far more difficult task of winning our admira- 
tion as a variety artist. Since her singing and 
dancing can do this at the Palladium I prophesy a 
triumph for her when she is engaged over here for 
a musical comedy.” 


CHARLES COLLINS 
r-K-0 PALACE new vork 


JUST RETURNED FROM A SUCCESSFUL 2 WEEKS’ ENGAGEMENT AT PALLADIUM, LONDON 


DOROTHY STONE 


“ONE OF THE “STEPPING” STONES 














LONDON VARIETY 


‘Dorothy Stone and Charles Col- 
lins (New Acts) have a nice easy 
appearance and methods which car- 
tied them through with definite 
success to a big welcome.” 














SUNDAY GRAPHIC and SUNDAY 
NEWS 


“While as for Dorothy Stone and 
Charles Collins—those who have 
memories of Letty Lind and Fred 
Wright prepare to bury them; the 
one for grace and the other for 
agility have them beaten to a fraz- 
zle.”” 
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+ RKO Mulls Family Dept. Revival to | r-Pay Vande Out IF. & M's Single Eastern-Made Unit; 
Protect Indies From Chisel Agents| 3:2 rz"e2 wo «| All Others Are Produced on Coast 


year have been approached on re- 
sumption and each has turned it . —_—_—_-_— 


. down as unprofiitable. 
RKO may be forced to re-estab- | by RKO to corral the reliable indie 


oo Fancnon & Marco's eastern pro- 
Msh its Family Department to pro- houses in an effort to keep them 'No Opposition and No 


lucing will be confined to units for 

he name of vaudeville against out of the hands of the ruthless | cv | ° e ° |" 3 ’ Toe RS 
tect the né $ iseline ind indie agents or buokers. Booking Feeling W ith er ee eee ee ae coe 
repeated abuse ‘by ‘chiseiing inde- One angle that } 1 back t} ng . Haven. Nothing to the report that 


ili« has held 


ie back the > ? 
pendent agents and bookers, This} reorganization of the RKO Family) Moss B way-RKO Palace a two-way unit producing system 
——— V 


has arisen through the attemiion of| Dept. (smaller time) is said to b¢ 
. the RKO booking department hav- the steadfast opposition of the RKO | 
. ] 


theatre oper: rea > aon i : f re +t that Lita Grev Chaplin 
ing been called to the recurring atre operating dept. against th :. aver: : ae) PRE a 
booking office placing vaude bills i inaugurated. 


actices of reckless indie - an playing RKO time had been lt . 7) 7. : 

prevalent practices Of reckless iNn@le | loca} theatres the operators clain ; ' RK< f{ , | New Haven will get modified ver- 

: SU_ru¢ €q ’ . , QO) ¢ | ( it © 4 , +} > ’ . Y + ~ 

yvaude agents and bookers in their!are opposition. Instances of this : sions of the Roxy, New York, stage 
| 9 > . Mc > } 

















vith eastern units opening in New 


Haven and playing west, will be 


| 
business relations with managers or|/sort at present are Syracuse and | ASE nt no oj} lav J] => Ss Broad- shows, including the scene ry from 
actors. Providence. Iw ay theatre through threat of im- that house and acts booked to fit 
. ‘. re P i 7 i . t} leas ‘ax F 2 New "orl 
The stealing indie agents are at Opposition is no longer considered mediate cancellation of further |“ “ce a 3 : sg ; . ee oe 
it once more, stealing where they|@ valid reason for non-booking San Jose, Cal., Sept. 28. | office will buy the acts. 


, ; |time was denied by RKO and Wal- 
ean from the managers and actors. vaude. A newer theory has been Just what a stage show means to |ter Mme 


q is ~heated | evolved, that it is better k ; } 
Usually a? artggie - — oe . er Se aoe a town can be gathered from the;who is placing the act in the 
through the agent or booker slip- the other house and thereby con- Broadwav 
ping over an act or two to a bill trol its bills than to permit it to|fermal petition the stores, hotels Thi ne . patie? t RKO v 

e. ¢}* nis jea to « elle, that wiN Vas 
in which they are taking a large become a wild opposition house]and merchants are getting up to re- 


a Exception of New Haven among 
yers, Warner booking chief, |ine F. & M. unit-playing towns was 
|made because of the two stage show 
jhouses downtown there. Other is 


the Paramount, which gets the reg- 





through otl pooki declaring the Moss house ‘opposi-| yar fF, & M. shows under the 
sn loariec s > ri +4 er ) x cr > ‘ ais P ay « ° < ‘ iQ t l 
share of the salaries, With the lt — " ° ‘ ' ie In the lat instate the Fanchon & Marco ideas | tion,’ also denied by Charlie Free Publix-F £ uf kine arrange 
agent takes the customary |t€r way the other local theatre might . ~~ : ; , Se : 1O1IN cj 4 ooking arrange- 
actor the agent . : ok >a at the Fox California her Units |man of RKO Meyers said that] nent 
commission of 5%, and as much} Cost the RKO house more salary | . = »d ae, | ment. 
hroug lig er were dropped a fortnight ago. tnere J 0 DAN IM HIS OLice aASalNst | While ] © M.'s production except 
more as the actor will stand. through being obliged to play a big- 2 . : : ae H seeine RKO and od +m ite uction except 
ger and more costly bill Fox-West Coast theory for aban- | RKO agents. eis Seeing MAY ane |New Haven will take place entirely 
. s - «< 3 . b pii ha - 
tow > ‘ agers ci surv € b . ‘ aye : 4 ¥ : x , lie ov; e far acts ’ as | E 
Few indie =e gers “om ae 1\ These arguments are being | 2oning the stage shows here, and | indie agents for ae deemed 45 / on the west coast, most of the tal- 
actics > > bookers ss ‘ li " “Hi Tox ae | likel okings for th froadway “ : 
= so = agp ren : brought to bear upon the theatre | °” the split with the Fox Wilson, | likely bool RES 05 . Bre t\away. lent booxing will also remain out 
: or agents. The very few excep- Fresno, is to take both towns out| Meyers said the Broadway was 


there, Theory is that acts to suit 
the various production themes can 
be secured better on the spot than 


operators by the RKO bookers, it is 


tions amongst the indie agents and . , 
reported, If successful in convine- 


fbookers are so well known that in- |, z : 
die manager seeking vaude can ing the operators, the RKO booking | 


of the red, although the theatres | not booking any acts far ahead and 
with the stage shows were in the inder no consideration would over- 


















































































































> F 2 . black. tures be made to RKO acts under oe ai ae hee i pee . 
. : e g mn etfart din tater | | by wire from New York, also that 
easily obtain the information. ai ax Kind vey ayark smmediatey Worth $40,000 long period contracts He stated here is ; “ : ‘3 = po 
, d indie ar ./upon its campaign of corraling the 4 : kd , |there is a sufficient supply of ma- 
Most of the crooked indie agents ae ; CG. a ineom. | nO headliner to follow Eddie Dowl- | tayjay a chek Seine € ca 
a. chee ght of the’ tatle better indies in vaude. San Jose figures that the incom- line is under contract although pe erial on the coast. Marco will make 
ies ce ls “a lai i ccna anne eee ote | ing actors with the other appur- is ae . coe ' a . 4 two or three trips a year to New 
Wher beth * rk to ott é t . aa |tenances — stagehands, musicians, | M¢™M€S had been submitted for book” | York to look at talent, with what 
en both wor setner for a mu- F M U 7 4 — g . .}ing consideration. he seés New York used ill ; , 
: Hoe elated og m nits at the Indiana etc.—are worth $800 to the town or | ih es in New York used to fill any 
tie mt theaters “tr area neg o ? | $40,000 annually, which to a place | One to Another | possible lack in Los Angeles. 
y £ "e rar 4 s F y . . A . H : . 
die lag ‘a : a te vce y: t =" J. and Hackensack, Too like S. J. means something. Freeman's comment on the Broad- Only F. & M. unit booking besides 
apicy & ogg “* wee — - : } Indianavolis. Sent. 28 Attitude in both towns also is|way was that most all of the big | New Haven by the New York office 
There are ; ndie managers w 10 7 mn iz polis, Sey + 25. that F-WC {is depriving them of | acts it would play had been either | will be fill-ins where necessary in 
prefer the chisel to the level. They Fanchon & Marco shows begin ceansthinn te Sak ‘divalaht” pis: \ninean er ov. oth a to RKO ;the Ideas, besides the recular Fox 
: P ° ° is a . « » phe ec ) " ‘ e | AS, JO? : 4 a a 
cheat themselves out of a policy in| routing into the Publix-Indiana tures in all houses and sewing up | That no feeling exists between | vaudeville bills in the east 
Bo time too. = week of Cet. 7 Originally sched- things that way, with result the! the RKO and the Moss house seems | Publix has discontinued expe ri-_. 
Indies’ Danger uled for Sept. 49. | feeling has reached the petition | evident through the RKO booking ;menting, with changes in the F. & + 
The danger of the indie time House is operated by the Skouras stage. lof Joe Brown for the Palace, Cleve- | M. units in its own theatres and is a 
i 3 3 g we 
never getting started properly and | Brothers. RKO sought to capitalize this sit- | land, opening Oct. 3. This Brown | now playing them as they come. At “Fe 
peuring the same of yaudevilie at , . uation and slip in RKO vaude in engagement was made. both for | first, especially in the middle west- 4 
a moment when there is a chance Fanchon & Marco units will be! poth stands but couldn't make any | Moss’ Broadway and the Cleveland jern district around Chicago, Publix 1 
i for vaudeville to get fairly started | routed into the Fox deluxer Jersey | deals with the indie American here.| RKO house by Jack Weiner, RKO |made numerous changes in the F. 
} is what RKO is deliberating over.| City as soon as labor conditions| Latter claims it’s doing well as it is. | agent. |& M. show. The effect of the + 
| Reinstating its Family Department] permit. They are also planned by| Warners has the other important No further time is slated for|changes, as reported found, didn’t 
is now expectant. If that occurs a| Fox for Hackensack. | stand in Fresno and is consistent in| Brown as he’s expected to return| justify the added cost of talent 
heavy campaign will be instituted No dates on either. | its opposition to stage shows. lto the west coast for picture work. | Juggling. 
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Teamsters Strike Settled with 
No Brawls—Canavan Lent Aid 


Strike of the union transfer 
drivers and helpers in New York 
ended Thursday (24) due to the ef- 
forts of C. C. Moskowitz, Dr. Henry 
Moskowitz and William Canavan 
the latter head of the stage hands’ 
Alliance. 

‘he settlement leaves the wage 
scale the same, with $10 per day, 
$20 per night, $2 for first hour of 


overtime and $3 per hour afterward. 
No 
work the union men may be called 
on to do. A day is eight hours, re- 
gardless of the number of jobs. 

The incompetency clauses in the 
new contract are retained. The con- 
tract runs for two years, retroac- 
tive to Sept. 9, last. 

Settlement of the 
went on again after the expiration of 


strike, which 
a two-week moratorium arranged by 
execs of various theatrical organiza- 
tions, is considered a relief. It 
looked at one period as though the 


stage hands would be dragged into 
it. 

In the final powwow Thursday 
Canavan was bending every effort 
to avoid further complications 
which would *xeep the drivers out 


limitation on the amount of! 


+ 








Intentional? 


Chicago, Sept. 28 


A new restaurant near the 
Merchandise Mart had an 
opening day - offer, ‘all you 


can eat absolutely free and no 
strings tied to it.’ 

Offer was good for one day 
only—Yom Kippur. 











and perhaps make it mandatory for 
him to pull his union stage crews. 

Every major circuit around New 
York, including the legit, was pre- 
pared to have its shows moved re- 
gardless of the strike. Nonunion 
truckmen were arranged for and 
ready at the time the strike was set- 
tled. The police department was giv- 
ing every protection to the business 
interests involved and were ready 
to see the strike did not develop into 
violence, 

The strike was singular among 
teamsters’ strikes in New York in 
that it was just a wordy battle. 
Usual street brawls of previous 
years missing. 





Alonzo-Bush’s Indie Agency 

P. Alonzo and Phil Bush have 
opened an indie booking office. 

In association are Lew Bush and 
George Poli. 
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Reno Clubwomen Bar 
Belle’s Cowbarn Set 


Reno, Sept. 28. 

Reno's prominent clubwomen, who 
have never expressed any decided 
opposition to the wide open condi- 
tions which their lawyer, doctor and 
merchant husbands appear to wel- 
come, are not ready, however, to 
welcome Belle Livingston and the 
wives of other night club proprie- 


tors into the drawing recom 
Pietro Gladiatore Gentile, young 
concert singer, accompanied by his 


flaming haired manager, Miss Jack 
Wilbur, rolled into Reno last week, 
parked at the Livingston cowbarn 
for a brief sojourn, and then tried 
to break into song under the aus- 
pices of Reno’s Twentieth Century 
Club, biggest woman’s club in the 
state. 

The women at first were thrilled 
and plans were well under way for 
the affair when one of the club's 
members happened to visit the Liv- 
ingston milk house and was shocked 
to see and hear the young ex-Zeig- 
feld singer doing his stuff for 
Belle’s guests. 

Promptly Gentile was informed 
the concert plans were off, that the 
club could not sponsor it and that 
Belle Livingston could not break 
into Reno women's club activities 
on a@ny count. 


2 Last Half Bills 
Of 7 Acts Is Idea 
Of B’klyn Indie Mgr. 


Seven act vaude on a last half 
booking with two changes, Thurs- 
day and Saturday, is being tried at 
the Myrtle, Brooklyn. 

Harry Kutinsky, who has the 
house, has tried all policies unto 
running acts on a daily change, but 
none have shown b.o. pull for him. 

If the new scheme turns the trick 
it will be tried in other indie houses 
across the bridge. 











Murray-Sidney Up 

Charles Murray and George Sid- 
ney as an act have been offered to 
New York bookers with no takers 
to date. Picture comedians are re- 
ported asking too much coin. 

Murray played several dates as a 
single last year, 





DIDN'T OPEN 


Providence, Sept. 28. 
Modern theatre, set to open Sat- 
urday (26) with a vaudfilm policy, 
failed to unfurl. Fire department 
regulations and other civic angles 
reported keeping the house dark. 
Vaude was to be indie booked by 
the Dow office from New York. 
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Fine Break for Indies With Good 
Acts Playing for Apples for Em 








Downtown Thoughts 


stock 
the 


Conditions and the 
market have gotten to 
waiters. 

A German kidney footer in 
the Friars grill, when asked the 
time, mumbled back that 
wasn’t his station. 


L. A. SPEAKS GO PANSY 











IN PINK BUNGALOWS | 





Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
Pink stucco bungalows and doll’s 
house dwellings in Holllywood have 
caught the fancy of speakeasy 
operators, with result that many of 
shelter 


dwellings now 


these cute 
bars. 
Speak owners look upon _ the 


fancy houses, which’ drive tourists 
into ‘oh’'s’ and ‘ah’s,’ as unsuspect- 
ing spots in which to set up for 
business. HHomes look too innocent 
to be illegal. 

Speaks have always been con- 
ducted here on a small scale an‘ 
the small dwellings make ideal 
spots for the operators, who live 
in the back part of the house. 

Bungalow courts are also provid- 
ing choice spots, with selling some- 
times conducted so quietly not even 
next door neighbors are wise. 





4 WB Vaud Houses Now 
Playing in New England 


Warner's Strand, Waterbury, 
Conn., goes vaude this week, booked 
by the Warner office. House will 
play acts the first half. 

Warner booking office takes the 
Strand, New Britain, Conn., away 
from the Fisher office tomorrow 
(30) when they start booking the 
acts. House plays vaude last half 
only. 

Two new additions give Warner 
four New England houses 'to book, 
other two, currently using Warner 
acts, are the Gard, New London, 





‘Conn., and the Warner, Lawrence, 


Mass. 


Peabody Sayag’s M.C. 
Paris, Sept. 19. 


Edmond Sayag will try an m.c. 
policy at his Ambassadeurs. 
Eddie Peabody will officiate, 








| 








Indie vaude houses around New 
York are getting the best break on 


regular standard acts they have 


ever had. Wue to many conditions, 
hundreds of set and ready vaude 
turns are playing for the coffee. 
and-cakers’ chiseling prices, 
Whole five and six act bills arg 
made up of sure fire vaude turns, 
Indies are reaping because of com- 
plications in the vaude field. Many 
of the acts are there because the 
chains have said no, They will 


play the death trail, as the indieg 
are called, until repeating will stand 
no more. After that they will either 
do a new act or try for other 
branches of show biz. 

A new angle in the standard act- 
indie hookup is that the acts now 
work under their right names, In 
the past any regular act, if 
over to the indies or opposition, 
would take some phoney name 
hoping no one from the big circuits 
would recognize them. 


Get Rubber Crullers 


Not only small teams and others 
in the lower salary class are hittiag 
the indie trai{ this but 
many acts containing 10 to 15 peo- 
ple are playing ‘hem. 

The money situation among ths 
indies is no secret. These acts have 
other reasons besides the rubber 
erullers they collect for playing the 
hideaways. 


going 


season, 





MATT BROOKS 


In a Fanchon & Marco Idea 
with 


BEN BARD 
~WANTED 


Information on present address of 
Myra (Elmira Adrienne) Lamprey, 
playing in vaudeville in Harrisbrug, 
Pennsylvania, about June 1, 1931; 
stage name has been Clara Craw- 
ford. It will be to her financial ad- 
vantage to write to J. EDWARD 
FLYNN, Attorney at Law, 88 North 
Main Street, Concord, N. H. 




















JIMMY MYRTLE 


CONLIN and GLASS 


Enroute RKO 


Direction 
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HEADLINING 


HARRY FITZGERALD 


| DAVE GENARO. 


BOOKED SOLID UNTIL FEB., 1932 

















BOOKED SOLID WITH RKO 


Frank Libuse 


Personal Representative, JESS MARTIN 


THE COLONEL OF AMERICAN NUTS 
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AFTER EXTENDED EUROPEAN TOUR AND LATER 50 WEEKS FOR FANCHON AND MARCO 


Personal Managers: LEDDY and SMITH 


IN A RIOT OF COLOR 


‘ NORMAN THOMAS QUINTETTE 


Opened at the R.K.O. PALACE, New York, This Week (Sept. 26th) 


Representatives for R.K.O.: MILES INGLES, JACK CURTIS OFFICE 








—— 








FREDO SAN 


(THE ORIGINAL PANSY) 
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Direction 


Thanks for European Offers 


With JACK McLUSKY and MURIEL MORAN 
NOW-—HIPPODROME, NEW YORK—NOW 


WM. MORRIS OFFICE 


BLONDELL & M\¢ K 
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Burlesque Reviews 





EMPRESS, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Sept. 28. 


Burlesque locally is not happy. 
It’s living mainly on the past. Un- 
derneath the expected frayed argu- 
ment of tough times is the concrete 
evidence that the runway and the 
strip can mo longer offer the | 
the old-time heat. They've seen as 
much as they can see; they’ve heard 
as much as they can hear; a lung is 
only a lung. 

Burleycue defenders who argue 
that the fault of poor trade lies at 
the door of unemployment have 
evidently neglected to notice some 
very illuminating indications within 
these theatres. For the straight 
fact is that burlesque theatres find 
#t easiest to sell their highest-priced 
seats, while their cheap chairs re- 
main vacant. No other portion of 
show business duplicates this phe- 
nomena. 

Those down-fronters are the half- 
wits who come early, and spread 
newspapers over their knees so that 
their complete enjoyment of the 
performance won't be hindered. It’s 
a standing gag in burlesque back- 
stage nowadays to tell the strip 
dancer to go back for another 
chorus because one of the customers 
isn’t completely satisfied yet! 

But even the worst of the morons 
are finding it more and more Qiffi- 
eult to work up a sweat over the 
disrobing, and burlesque is wither- 
ing badly. Some of the local houses 
are talking of vaudeville, and one, 
the Haymarket, is billing its small- 
time vaude adjunct as large as its 
burleycue. At the Rialto, things are 
so tough that the house has given 
notice to close, which is directed 
against the unions, demanding one 
shift instead of two. Likely that 
the spot will switch to vaude 
shortly. 

At the Empress they are seriously 
talking of going to stock. At the 
other houses, State-Congress and 
the Academy, they’re not talking 
about anythng;: just singing the sad 
refrain. Yet, in the face of every- 
thing, Izzy Herk is expanding, and 
will reopen the old money-maker, 
the Star and Garter, in order to give 
his Columbia wheel its second out- 
let in town, and to protect himself 
in case the Empress does reject the 
wheel. 

"Way down southside at the Em- 
press they're living on hopes, and 
sighing about the past. Arthur 
Clamage is now the lessee of the 
spot, replacing Izzy Herk, who 
bowed out last year. 

House is taking the Columbia 
show on its first jump into town. 
Sign out front still neons Mutual, 
but to the customers it’s the same 
old torso. 

Show currently flopping is Ed 
Ryan's ‘Girls from the Follies,’ with 
Gypsy Rose Lea as the dace lung- 
flasher. It was a regulation bur- 
lesque show, which means that 
there wasn’t a new idea, new gag, 
new dance, new kind of strip, or 
new drop in it. Regular goulash, 
composed of humor that’s found 
written with chalk on fences and 
elsewhere, followed by a chorus ef- 
fort, and finished with the long and 
tedious teasing. Audience at show 
caught sat mutely through the en- 
tire process, and only once took the 
energy to smack for a stripper. 

Principals are Charlie Smith, who 
is trying to do a Jim Barton; Lee 
Hickman, the ace clown; Lester 
Mack, Dudley Farnsworth, Mary 
Noel, Laverne Williams, Frances 
Mazza and Inez Romero. No need 
to go into detail about their assign- 
ments. Gypsy Lea Rose has no fol- 
lowing locally for her disrobing tal- 
ent, and she’s hardly likely to ac- 
quire one, since she impresses as 
being a sentimental, old-fashioned 
sort of a strip-dancer. 

Posing is becoming the big throb 
of these art-folios, and the advance 
Publicity on the shows is taking 
heavy type to headline: ‘Extra— 
Sensational Posing...Special—Pal- 
ace of Jewels.’ It’s art. 

Maybe it is art, but the great ma- 
jority of the public will never learn 
to appreciate it’s fine points. Only 
& small imbecile slab of the popu- 
lation will push shekels through a 
window to get a carload of the art 
objects, 

And at the Empress the signs are 
that this small slab is growing 
smaller, day by day, in every way. 
There's little joy here. They've 
knifed the top to 75c, but haven't 
noticed any heartening quiver at 
the register. On the best midweek 
night for show business locally the 
Empress burlesque theatre played 
to approximately 200 patrons. 

But, then, art has been always re- 
Served for the select few! 


Girl's $400 Board Bill 


Syracuse, N. Y., Sept. 28. 
Municipal Court jury here re- 
turned $155 verdict in favor of 
James Connell, who charged that 
Delores Garcia, burlesquer, also 
known as Peggy Rose, owed him a 
$400 room-and-board bill. 
Connell said that the a 
jured in an auto accident here a 


vOYS 








ctress, in- 


year ago, ran up the large bill and | 


then declined to pay. 


FOLLIES, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Sept. 21. 

Burlesque’s last stand in the west, 
operated by the Dalton brothers, has 
furnished the Follies stage with 30 
girls, 15 principles, a colored band 
of 10 and a dusky line of 12. Plenty 
production and 
the old epidermis 
and backfiring gags and everything 
is cheap except the $1 top for the 
first 12 rows. 

Dirt laughter this season starts 
off with a pronounced perv angle, 
reflected by a scattering of he- 
women and she-men in the audi- 
ence. Three alleged comics could 
be traded for one good knockabout 
rubbernose. 

Strip teasing has also reached the 
point where it is mainly strip and 
very inexpert teasing. Boys out 
front are very apathetic. Girl prin- 
cipals are young and lookers but 
their grinding is far from hot. 

Standout was Reggie White, who 
handles her ‘Man o’ War’ number 
like a vet and straights the comics 
better than they deserve. Eddie 
Haywood, with a pair of pipes they 
like, and Gene Darby handle the 
male line-tossing well. Listed as 
comics were Harry Seymour, with 
a Pilsner accent, best of the trio, 
silly Mossey and George Clarke, 
latter playing A. K. 

Orchestra handled dances well, 
but woefully brassy as vocal back- 
grounding. Numbers meant little 
with a line that barely knew the 
left gam from the right. 

Of the comedy numbers, an avia- 
tion bit took first prize for chuckles 
and blue meaning, being an adapta- 
tion of the old ‘instructions on how 
{. run a car’ literature. Colored 
girls did only foot-flinging worth 
and receiving a hand. Show weak 
on hoofing principals, yelling for an 
eccentric dancing comic. Biggest 
laugh during performance caught 
was lover jumving out of a 10th 
story window at husband's entrance, 
taking window set piece down with 
him to a crash on the backstage 
mattress. 

Vocalizing all strained through 
the respective adenoids, and any- 
one who would essay any chirping 
that wouldn’t filter through the 
nose would get a hand out of sheer 
novelty. 

Show runs an hour and a half 
and is money’s worth in quantity. 
In addition, two comedies and a fea- 
ture give the performers enough 
time to rest and revive the dying 
and dead gags. 

Business less than half last show 
Monday night, but looked okay for 
previous show. Saturday midnight 
show patronized by the cream crowd 
from Hollywood as one of the places 
to go, with a $2.50 top for that show, 
advertised as the breakin for the 
following week and ‘see all the 
thrills before they are eliminated.’ 


Max Fields Better 


Max Fields, Columbia wheel pro- 
ducer, w.io suffered a nervous 
breakdown and had to leave the 
show with Jack LaMont substituted, 
rejoined the company when it 
opened at the Howard, Boston, yes- 
terday (28), 

Fields heads his own show, ‘Kud- 
dlin’ Kuties,’ which laid off in New 
York last week. 

It was first reported that it was 
Hello Jake Fields who had been 
stricken. He’s also in Columbia 
burlesque. 

Max Fields had worked day and 
night to get his show started in the 
worst rehearsal heat ever experi- 
enced in New York. 


costume chances, 


same exposure 





Cheaper Meals 


(Continued from page 1) 


for 60c., some of them have different 
prices for breakfast, lunch and 
dinner. 

Examination of menus reveals 
that a supper that costs 25c. or so 
more than the same hash foundry’s 
lunch has, but one more course for 
the expensive feed. Generally it may 
mean addition of an appetizer and 
a choice of more desserts, with the 
main courses seldom varying. 

Copying an idea from other re- 
tail lines has sent two chains, one 


classification. 
sell 


. to 67c. 


into the odd penny 
Meals at these places 
lots, anywhere from 27c 
stead of 35c. or 75c. 
Regular energy factories have also 
been handicapped in 
Square district by an 
concern enlarging its field to include 
sandwiches, beer, smokes, etc. This 
lhas cut into lunch biz done by dr 


in- 





orange juice 


| stores and standard places. 


a cafeteria, other a counter system. | 


in odd' 


the Times} 


Chi Burlesk Biz Bad; 
Rialto in Union Jam 


Chicago, Sept. 28. 

Two burlesque theatres, former 
vaude spots, may revert to variety 
shortly, if business remains down in 
the trough. And all present indica- 
tions show little hope for’the run- 
way business. These houses are the 
Rialto and the both 
stock burleycues. 

Aaron Jones is practically set to 
zo vaude at the loop Rialto, which 
in the former days was a big win- 
ner with vaudfilm policy. It’s one 
of the ideal vaude acoustic spots. 
Jones has a burlesque production 
contract with the Academy which 
runs until Jan. 1, but this may be 
abrogated at any time if Jones 
wishes to change the policy. 

Haymarket is now billing its six- 
act small-time vaude line-up as 
large as its burlesque, with variety 
accounting for a greater portion of 
the draw. 

Rialto may close within two 
weeks, if the musicians’ union 
doesn’t accede to Aaron Jones’ de- 
mand for one shift in the pit in- 
stead of two. 

Musicians board has already de- 
cided that they’ll expect Jones to 
stick to a contract signed on Labor 
Day which calls for two shifts for 
36 weeks. But Jones is giving ’em 
until Wednesday (30) night to 
change their mind. If not settled 
then, the house closes. 

Stage hands union had already 
agreed to go for one shift, the 
change being in accordance with 
their regulations. Closing of the 
Rialto will hurt the Academy own- 
ers, who have been supplying the 
shows for the loop spot. 


Fiasco Looms 


For Columbia 
In Midwest 


Chicago, Sept. 28. 


Empress, south side burlesque 
spot, goes stock next week, after 
having had a tough time with the 
Columbia wheel shows. 

Rumors in town mention that the 
Columbia wheel may lose the entire 
midwest district, with Dayton, Co- 
lumbus, Indianapolis, Detroit, To- 
ledo planning to switch to stock. 

This would mean that the wheel 
would stop at Pittsburgh, since it’s 
not likely that Herk would jump 
the shows all the way into his Star 
and Garter spot, which opens here 
on Oct. 3. 

In event of the wheel stopping at 
Pittsburgh, he may line up a show 
to alternate between St. Louis and 
Chicago. 


25c TOP FOR FILMS 
AND STOCK BURLESQUE 


Syracuse, N. Y., Sept. 28. 


Frank Sardino, stormy petrel of 
the local Main Stem, is back at the 
old stand—Syracuse theatre—with 
stock burlesque and films as an 
after-thought. There’s a company 
of from 20 to 25. House operates 
on a grind at 25c. top, l5c. for 
matinees, and kids at a dime. 

Strip numbers, shaking and blue 
stuff that brought the _ theatre 
plenty of trouble from the authori- 
ties are out; at any rate, the cen- 
sors gave the first show an okay. 


a EP 
Haymarket, 














Hollywood 


(Continued from page 6) 
getting the covers and lasted two 
weeks with their venture, Brand- 
statter doing the catering. 





Damage Suits 

Hoot Gibson sued for $80,367 be- 
cause car belonging to him collided 
with one containing Mary Hobbis, 
| dislocating her neck. Harrison Car- 
roll, ‘Herald’ drama ed., sued for 
$15,030 by father of three-year-old 
Theresa Madsen on claim that Car- 
rolls Ford ran over the child's 
wrist 





Wood Gets ‘Girl’ 

When Peggy Shannon's part in| 
| ‘Touchdown’ overlapped, starting 
date of ‘Working Girl,’ Paramount 
| put Judith Wood in former's ‘Girl 


! part. ‘ 





Layoff Around N. Y. 


The first week’s lay-off in the new 
Columbia route appears between 
Newark and Union City, N. J. 

The now go to the 
Brooklyn, after playing the Central, } 
New York. 


SAKS SAYS MINSKYS 
OWE RENT FOR GARDEN 


Different stories around as to the 
departure of the Minskys from their 
former National Winter Garden 
House, 

Michael Saks, general manager of 
the Saks Realty Co., told a Variety 
representative that he held the lease 
on the Garden and had_ dispos- 
sessed the Minsky brothers, Billy, 
Abe and Herbert, because they had 
not paid the September rent. 

Saks declared he would sue for 
the rent and not only that, would 
form a stock company of his own to 
play the Garden. 

Another story was that the city 
had condemned the Garden and 
wanted the site for the cutting of 
a street through that section. 


Wheel’s 25 


Plaza, Worcester, Mass., opened 
yesterday (28) with Columbia wheel 
shows. 

Oct. 3 is the opening wheel day 
for the Star and Garter, Chicago. 
With these two in, Columbia has 25 
shows going. 


Wheel Wants Paterson 


Columbia wheel is negotiating 
with the owners of the Majestic, 
Paterson, N. J., to place the town 
on the route. Before the season 
opened, dickering was on between 
Billy Watson, owner of the Or- 
pheum there, and Columbia. This 
fell through when Watson decided 
to go stock instead. 

In case negotiations fall through 
for the Majestic, it is probable that 
I. H. Herk will attempt to get a 
house in Passaic, which is four 
miles from Paterson. At one time 
the old Mutual wheel played both 


Columbia Wheel 


(Weeks Sept. 28-Oct. 5) 


shows Star, | 

















Bare Facts—Gayety, Buffalo; 6, 
Plaza, Worcester. 

Big Fun Show—Irving Place, New 
York; 5, Route No. 1. 

Big Revue—Lyric, Dayton; 5, Em- 
press, Cincinnati. 

Bohemians—Gayety, Brooklyn; 5, 
Trocadero, Philadelphia. 

Facts and Figures—Academy, 
Pittsburgh; 5, Lyric, Dayton 

Flapper Follies—L. O.; 5, Gayety, 
Buffalo. 

Footlight Flashes—Empire, Tole- 
do; 5, L. O. 

Frivolities of 1932—Hudson, Union 
City; 5, Gayety, Brocklyn. 

Giggles—Gayety, Washington; 5, 
Academy, Pittsburgh. 

Girls from the Follies — Gayety, 
Detroit; 5, Empire, Toledo. 

Girls in Blue—Plaza, Worcester; 
5, Howard, Boston. 

Hi Ho Everybody—Star, Brook- 
lyn; 5, Irving Place, New York. 

Hindu Belles—Garrick, St. Louis; 
5, Empress, Chicago. 

Kuddling Kuties— Howard, Bos- 
ton; 5, Lyric, Bridgeport. 

Liberty Bells—Lyric, Bridgeport; 
5, Apollo, New York. 
London Gayety Girls—Empress, 
Chicago; 5, Gayety, Detroit. 
Nite Life in Paris—Trocadero, 
Philadelphia; 5, Gayety, Baltimore. 


Novelties of 1932— Apollo, New 
York; 5, Central, New York. 
Playin’ Round--Central, New 


York; 5, Star, Brooklyn. 

Pleasure Seekers—Route No. 1; 5 
Empire, Newark. 

Rumba Girls—Gayety, Baltimore; 
5, Gayety, Washington, 

Sam Raynor and His Gang—Em- 
press, Cincinnati; 5, L. O. 

Satan’s Daughters—L. O; 5, Gar- 
rick, St. Louis. 

Step Lively Girls—Empire, New- 
ark; 5, Hudson, Union City. 
Sugar Babies—L. O.; 5, 
Union City. 





Hudson 





Wheel Burlesque Shows in Doubt ; 
With Small Producing Profit: 
Dirty Stock Shows Make Money 


f Third week since opening date of 


the new Columbia burlesque wheel 
finds conditions in a slump finan- 
cially with only a few exceptions. 


The wheel opened generally in the 
east and in St. Louis to good busi- 
ness. By the time the rest of the 
houses along the mid-west fell in, 
business dropped off markedly 

Columbia execs state that the hot 
weather of the past two weeks did 
the trick. Indications point to other 
and usual reasons. 

One proof of this is the 
called the ‘Rhumba Rhumba Girls,’ 
owned by William Brandéll, con- 
sidered the best on the wheel. This 
troupe in the face of the heat held 
up business in Brooklyn week be- 
fore last, and last week in Phila- 
delphia, according to Brandell, built 
up steadily as the week went along, 
This in the face of business drop- 
ping in other houses as high as 
20% from the opening week. 


Trying To Get Out 


Producers of the Columbia shows 
are putting forth an attempt to get 
from behind the eight ball. They 
are on the nut for an average of 
$3,000 to $3,500 each for production, 
plus $500 wheel franchise fee. They 
are guaranteed $1,750 per week, all 
they receive, no matter what hap- 
pens. At the end of the season 
they look forward to a promised 
bonus to high gross winners. 

There is some doubt about this 
bonus thing. Two years ago the 
same exec crowd promised it and 
collected $25 per theatre per week 
but at the end of the season the 
bonus thing was shunted mys- 
teriously out of the picture. Where 
that money went has been a whis- 
pered subject among producers. 

This chiseling is reflected in the 
shows. They are reported as being 
so so and lean to old ideas and bits 
long kicked around in burlesque. 

It is claimed there are just so 
many bits for burlesque Each pro- 
ducer and comic knows them all, 
They have not originated anything 
in recent years, but repeat the same 
hackneyed gags and off color bits, 
No attempt has been made in most 
cases this season to give the bur- 
lesque public something to talk 
about, 


show 


Cutting Guaranteed 


With the two $250 cuts from the 
$1,750 guarantee at both the Central 
and Apollo houses in New York, 
it will take the show owners the 
next five weeks to recover. They 
are working that $1,750 weekly for 
all it’s worth. 


B’klyn Best Stock 

The stock situation around New 
York is spotty. Outstanding busi- 
ness getter is the Oxford in Brook- 
lyn, operated by A. Schwartz. He 
netted $60,000 there last season and 
so far this season has been doing 
capacity. He gives a 45-minute 
show with pictures. Fifty-cent top. 
Four shows a day and five Satur- 
day in an 800-seat house. 

The 5th Avenue, New York, is 
reported as quitting. The Riviera, 
at 96th street, Manhattan, is doing 
badly and closes this week. Werba, 
Brooklyn, is doing nicely, while the 
Eltinge, New York, and Republic, 
also on 42nd street, are standing up 
okay. Gotham on 125th street is 
said to be on the fence. 

All the spots among stock bur- 
lesque that prosper do so on the 
draw for downright dirt shows. 
Clean shows offer no novelty and 
hence no inducement. 





Texas Pinch 


—_-—_—— 


Galveston, Sept. 28. 

Bennie Kirkland and eight mem- 
bers of chorus of his burlesque show 
at Kilgore, in East Texas oil coun- 
try, were scheduled to go to trial® 
today on charges of indecent ex- 
posure. They were arrested Sun- 
day (20) by officers who broke up 
midnight performance with capac- 
ity house, mostly men. 

A crowd of 300 accompanied par- 
ty to jail, where Bennie and the 
t made themselves comfortable 


ees 
£iris 


| P ° 
with newspaper mattreses until bond 


could be arranged. 


Stock Back at Oxford 


Stock burlesque has returned to 
the old Oxford, in Brooklyn. 
It’s indie operated with no con- 











nection with any other stock, 
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News From the Dailies 








This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. ' 
for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


Variety takes no credit 








EAST 


Delight Thompson, giving her 
occupation as actress, under ob- 
servation at Bellevue following at- 
tempted suicide in apartment of J. 
Marshall Mayes, 60 W. 10th street. 
Found there with.the gas turned 
on, but Mayes says he doesn’t 
know her and cannot understand 
how she gained entrance. 


Mrs. Nixon-Nirdlinger seeking 
to change her name to escape 
obnoxious notoriety. Court appli- 
cation. 





Claudette Colbert collapses on 
Par set at Astoria, L. I. Taken to 
her home for a throat operation, 
due to strain of five retakes of a 
difficult scene. Will be idle for a 
couple of weeks. 


Lillian Foster, of ‘Divorce Me 
Dear,’ divorced from her job be- 
cause of a disagreement with Sid- 
ney M. Biddell, producer, in Bos- 
ton. Play premiere deferred. Miss 
Foster achieved a sort of fame 
some time ago by smacking Han- 
nen Swaffer in a London restaur- 
ant. 


Helen Gilligan announces her en- 
gagement to Ray Buchanan, non- 
pro, of Ware, Mass. Ceremony in 
a few weeks. 


Anti-trust suit brought by tube 


manufacturers against RCA ad- 
justed by conference. Companies, 
principally DeForest, will be li- 


censed by RCA and will recognize 


pigtter’s rights to patents. 


Not in sympathy with the move, 
A. P. Giannini retired as chairman 
of the board when Transamerica 
bank arranges to sell controlling in- 
terest. His brother and son also 
resigned from the board. 


Margaret Mayo wins her suit 
against the N. Y. Central R. R. for 
properties claimed by her to be a 
part of her estate at Harmon, N. Y. 
Mostly underwater land, part of 
which was filled in by the road. 
Property returned to her and she 
is also given six cents damage. 





Max Gordon has decided to do 
‘The Three Cornered Hat’ by How- 
ard Dietz and Arthur Schwartz. 
Adaptation of a Spanish folk piece 
by Pedro deAlarcon, 


Fred Waring’s divorced wife, 
Dorothy McAteer Waring, selling 
pillows in New York department 
store. Divorced about a year ago. 





Rose Wenzel, ex-show girl and 
wife of N. T. G., doing extension 
work at Columbia university this 
year. 





Saul Z. Martel buys four plays 
for the coming season. First will 
be ‘Rainy Days,’ by Claire Green. 
Others are ‘Triplets,’ by Mark Lin- 
der; ‘Revenue Man,’ by Mark Hen- 
kel and ‘I. C. U.’ by Samuel H. 
Conny and Effie Funk. 


Eddie Cantor offering his Great 
Neck, L. I., home for sale. $250,- 
000 marked down from $500,000. In 
California so much gets no use from 
the place. 





New York having its own county 
fair. Cotton, corn and _ tobacco, 
grown in esst side gardens the 
exhibs. No midway. 


Taylor discovers that 
she has money coming to her. 
Some 15 years ago her brother 
opened an account in her name in 
the Union Dime bank. Recently 
the bank advertised hers among the 
unclaimed accounts, as required by 
law. The original $590 now amounts 
to nearly $1,000 

Now it’s Sanitation Commissioner 
Hand who is protesting sale of 
benefit tickets. Alleged to be held 
@n Oct. 11 by Joint Council of 
Drivers and Sweepers. Says it’s a 
phoney. 


Laurette 





Edward A, McSweeney, an adver- 
tising man, being sued by his wife, 
Norah, for divorce on the grounds 
that he bigamously remarried. Mc- 
Sweeney explained that when his 
wife disappeared and remained 
away, he misinterpreted the Enoch 
Arden law and thought that the 
passage of time automatically made 
him a widower, so he married Agnes 
Morrison Rae, writer, of Greenwich 
Village. Gack home again, Mrs. Mc- 
Sweeney is raking up the dirt, re- 
calling in her papers that Mc- 
Sweeney also got in a jam with a 
Russian Countess, shortly 
their marriage, which nearly caused 
4 


after 


martial 
Corps. of 
then a member. 
Lillian Bond, loaned by Warner 
Bros. to Schwab & Mandell for 
‘Free for All,’ was left free by the 
closing of the show and has been 
ordered back to the coast for film 
work. 


his court 


fy ly . ~ 
Vranance 


by the British 


which he was 


Woman signing herself the mother 
of a chorus girl and aunt of two 
more, is writing Chorus Equity 
urging it to call a strike of all chor- 
ines for better pay. Wails that pro- 
ducers are getting rich on the pro- 
ceeds of girlie shows which pay the 
gals only $30-$35. There will be 
no strike. 


Bringing suit for divorce against 
her husband, Frank M. Margulies, 
asst. mer. of the Ambassador hotel, 
Mrs. Margulies asserts that when 
they broke into a room at the Peter 
Stuyvesant and found him in com- 
pany with an unnamed brunet, clad 
only in Oriental pyjamas, Florence 
Blue, chorus, with the raiding party, 
fainted. 


Ethel Wynne, who will be in the 
east of ‘Good Companions,’ is the 
daughter of Shirley W. Wynne, 
health commissioner of N. Y. Her 
professional debut. 





Bernard Lohmuller, technical dir. 
for Earl Carroll, presented with a 
chest of silver by the co. as wedding 
gift. He was married to Yvonne 
Mills, coincident with opening of 
‘Vanities.’ 


George Graham Rice suing to re- 
cover his 600,000-name ‘sucker list’ 
held as part of the court records of 
his trial. Up from Atlanta to ap- 
pear. 


New York full of fake wine bricks. 


Violet Heming will succeed Lil- 
lian Foster in ‘Divorce Me, Dear.’ 


Virginia Joyce, of F. & M. ‘North- 
East’ Idea, was arrested Wednesday 
(23) charged with drunkenness. 
Police at first refused to believe her 
story that she had been drugged and 
assaulted, but discovered that she 
had been the victim of a man she 
alleged to be Paul Walsh, brother of 
Adam Walsh, the Yale coach. She 
entered the car, thinking he was 
someone she knew. He drove to a 
lonely spot, and when she resisted 
his attempts to attack her, she says 
he beat her up. 

He then pretended to regret and 
gave her a drink to brace her up. 
Liquor, she says, was drugged. Left 
her on the road and she was taken 
into town by a passing motorist, 
who turned her over to the police. 
With her main story substantiated, 
she was turned loose with apologies. 

Later developments proved Walsh 
entirely out of the story. Another 
man was subsequently arrested and 
later discharged. 





Bohack, chain grocery, voicing 
protest at habit of rum runners du- 
plicating its trucks for camou- 
flage. 





John Wenger, scenic artist, mak- 
ing an exhibit of his water colors 
at Montross gallery. 





Edgar J. MacGregor is doctoring 
Ed Wynn's ‘The Laugh Parade’ be- 
fore it comes into N. Y. Sammy 
Lee is on the dance numbers. 


Thomson Burtis, magazine writer 
and author, complains that he can- 
not do creative work in jail. He 
has been there for three months on 
civil arrest on account of the suit 
for divorce brought by Frances Re- 
gan Burtis, who worked in the 
Dolly Kay club as a dancer before 
she married him. Plea was offered 
in an effort to get a reduction in 
alimony from $50 to $25 weekly. 
Judge just shook his head. Also 
refused to reduce the amount of 
bond required. Suit is based on a 
raid on Burtis’ apartments in At- 
lantic City where Mrs. Burtis found 
a bathing beauty. 


Mrs. Pat Campbell here to play 
in ‘The Sex Fable.’ 





Twelve gypsies, comprising Lac- 
zi’s orch., held for deportation at 
Ellis Island, released on $6,000 
bond to permit them to make a 
concert tour. All kings and queens 
and princesses, according to their 
titles. 


Madge Bellamy, Bert 
Catherine Dale Owen, Eugene 
O’Brien and Conway Tearle to be 
guests of the American Associa- 
tion for the Better Photoplays at 
the Astor, Oct. 6. Idea of the as- 


Lytell, 





sociation is to better photoplays by 


filming the oratorio of Elijah in the 
Holy Land. 


Elizabeth Vaughn, actress, suing 
James V. Auditore, contractor, for 
$250,000 for failure to marry her. 
They became engaged in April, 1928, 
and about Christmas, 1929, Audi- 
tore explained, there were difficul- 
ties in the way of their union. Dif- 
ficulties were a wife and four chil- 
dren, so Miss Vaughn has retained 
Dudley Field Malone to do some- 
thing about it. 


Paul Hanson suing .Billy Gaxton 
for $3,000 damages to his map. As- 
serts that following a row Gaxton 
handed out real instead of stuge 
slaps. 


Fire panic in the Tiffany theatre, 
Bronx, Thursday (24) night, was 
checked by Charles Fink, manager, 
who made his way to the stage and 
quieted the crowd, which fell into 
orderly exit. The film caught fire 
and the projectionist failed to drop 
the port, the flames and smoke, 
chiefly the latter, coming into the 
auditorium. Damage was confined 


to the projection room and the 
blaze was quickly extinguished. 
Lora Hays, in ‘I Love an Ac- 


tress,’ is the daughter of Arthur 
Garfield Hays, prominent attorney. 
Her debut. 


Fake reporter got backstage at 
the National last Wednesday night 
to interview Sam Jaffe and Sieg- 
fried Ruman, who share a dressing 
room. While they were on the 
stage he went through their street 
clothes. All he got was about 75c. 


John Golden has sold the picture 
rights to ‘After Tomorrow’ to Fox. 

Told he had inherited $50,000, M. 
Hildebrandt, of Miami, who has 
been dancing 48 days in a marathon 
at Atiantic City, kept right on 
dancing. Figures on adding first 
prize to the $50,000. 


Heywood Broun contemplates a 
new intimate revue, ‘Pie in the Sky.’ 
Will employ eight principals, a 
chorus of 12 and be non-coopera- 
tive. Two pianos instead of an 
orch. Just a Broun idea. 


N. Y. Censor board to hold ex- 
amination for projectionist and as- 
sistant, Oct. 24. Main job pays 
$3,000 a year and the ass'’t., $2,400. 


Attendance at N. Y. Radio show, 
just closed, was 252,573, bettering 
last year when 246,395 clicked the 
turnstiles. Business booked was 
claimed nearly a million above last 
season, 


Rudolph Ganz, formerly of St. 
Louis Symphony, will direct the Na- 
tional Little Symphony organization, 
sponsored by NBC. Band of 25 


players will open tour in Oct. 





‘Heaven Bound,’ negro play pro- 
duced in Chicago as ‘Pearly Gates,’ 
will open in Phila tomorrow (29) 
at the Met. opera house. Negro 
churches behind the production. 





Adele Astaire denies report she is 
to wed Lord Cavendish. Knows him, 
likes him, but not interested matri- 
monially. 





Alex Carr to appear in West Side 
Court to answer a charge of secret- 
ing replevined property. Bought a 
radio set from the Vim Co. about a 
year ago. Paid in part but quit 
with $88 still due. Radio people 
sought to replevin but unable to 
locate the set and Carr was of no 
assistance in their endeavors. He 
was summoned to appear Friday 
last, but failed to answer. 





Bernard Granville complains to 
Equity that after Gregory Ratoff 
hired him for the road show of 
‘Girl Crazy,’ he was supplanted by 
Allan Kearns. Ratoff says Gran- 
ville was not familiar with the role. 





Mrs. Morris Gest has presented 
Equity with a painting of her father. 


David Belasco, done by Haskell 
Coffin. 


Ralph G. Farnum is preparing to 
enter an alienation suit against a 
well known producer. Also suing 
his wife, Maybelle Lorene Farnum, 
for a divorce. Flis room at the St. 
Moritz was broken into last Friday, 
presumably in a search for the es- 
sential papers, but only some cloth- 
ing and jewelry are missing. 


Bebe Spolan, now a taxi dancer 
but formerly of burlesque, is seek- 
ing a separation from her husband, 
Jack, on the grounds of fraud and 
desertion. 


Benny Moore buys the rights to 
‘The Sign of the Rose,’ which 
George Beban used for many years. 
Originally a poem, it was developed 
into a sketch and later into a play 
and a picture. 


Mrs. Charlayne Courtland Gellatly, 
radio entertainer and former ac- 
tress, obtains court order requiring 
her husband John Gellatly, wealthy 
philanthropist, to pay her $800 rent 
bill. yellatly offered as defense 
that he had married her about a 
year ago and that she had deserted 
—s shortly after the ceremony. He 
s 78 








COAST 


Judge Victor McLucas in Su- 
perior Court here, upheld Muni- 
cipal Court’s previous ruling re- 
leasing Metro from all obligations 
in bringing LeRoy Briean, sound 
engineer, to the coast under con- 
tract and later discharging him. 

Judge McLucas stated a contract 
based on satisfaction of ‘Fancy or 
Taste’ can be voided at the will of 
an employer. 

Trial of Jocelyn Lee on charges 
of disturbing the peace of Ivan St. 
Johns, film writer, by smashing 16 
windows in.-his home, was post- 
poned until Oct. 9 in L. A. muni- 
cipal court. 


A scenario writer named 
Linden is being sought by Holly- 
wood police, who want to return 
the man's pants. They found him 
sleeping in a pew of a Hollywood 
church but he escaped after arrest, 
leaving his trousers, 


Fred 


Mrs. Audrey Fuller Price, dancer, 
had her marriage to Rex C. Price 
annulled in Los Angeles. She left 
her husband when another wife 
started to hound him for alimony. 

Rose Marie Redwing, Indian film 
actress, lost her suit against 
Charles Moncravie, Osage Indian, 
for $58,171 damages for injuries re- 
ceived in an automobile accident. 
Her husband, Robert Redwing, pro- 
ducer, received a $25,000 judgment 
some time ago in connection with 
the accident. 

Glenda Farrell, legit actress, or- 
dered in court to pay Dr. Florence 
Mount $17 for treatment of her son 
after he attempted to smoke his 
uncle’s pipe. 





Mrs. Jessie Barber, sister of Hoo! 


Gibson, who told police she had 
been kidnapped from downtown 
L. A. and held prisoner for three 


days, last week disclaimed the story 
and said she had gone to the beach 
with some friends, and had so much 
beer she forgot to go home. 


Guy R. Coburn, agent, arrested 1n 
Hollywood on an assault and buat- 
tery charge sworn out by his wife, 
Myrtle, who alleges he struck her. 
Agent said the trouble occurred 
when Mrs. Coburn came to his ofttice 


for her separate maintenance 
money, $25 per week, and ‘raised a 
scene.’ Coburn was released with- 
out bail. 


Roscoe ‘Fatty’ Arbuckle was ar- 
rested in Hollwood in company with 
ISugene Allen, writer, and two won- 
en as they emerged from the Em- 
bassy Roof. Subjected to a so- 
briety test, which they pasesd, Ar- 
buckle then insisted that the ar- 
vesting officer take the same test. 
He did and passed. Arbuckle was 
booked on a charge of breaking ‘the 
evidence’ on the street, and Allen 
was booked for resisting an officer. 
They were released on $100 bail. 
Women were not held, 


Mrs. Leonard Cooper granted offi- 
cial custody and guardianship of 
her son, Jackie Cooper, child actor, 
and allowed $1,600 monthly from his 
Metro salary for maintenance. Mrs. 
Cooper testified that she had not 
heard from the boy’s father since 
they were divorced in 1928. 


Peggy Prior von Eltz, film actress, 
last week lost the custody of her 
two children, admitting several 
weeks ago that she ‘had an affair 
with Joseph Moncure March, writer. 
Actress and her former husband, 
Theodore von Eltz, also in pictures, 
have been battling over the children 
for months. Court awarded them to 
neither, but ordered that they be 
sent to school. 





Mrs. Nina Lawler, pictures, filed 
suit for divorce from Harry D. Law- 
ler, alleging that he cursed, abused 
and beat her. She exhibited a black 


eye. 
Florenz Ziegfeld, in Hollywood 
with his family, last week stated 


that the present slump in legit pro- 
ductions ‘is due not so much to the 
depression as to the fact that the 
public is getting choosey about its 
entertainment.’ Then he went home 
to bed. 


Mildred Rogers, film extra, issued 
a complaint against Lawson Schoon- 
over, golf caddy, charging he at- 
tacked her Sept. 19. At that time 
she had him arrested on a battery 
charge. Schoonover, still in the L. A. 
jail, denies all charges, 





Jake Fond, merchant, lost a court 
tangle last week when L. A. courts 
awarded Rose Joyce, dancer, $2,000 
for bruises and cuts assertedly re- 
ceived by her from a beating ad- 
ministered by Fond. ; 





Doris Roscher, actress known as 
Doris Stone, was awarded a divorce 
from Charles Roscher, cameraman, 
last week in L. A. when she testi- 
fied that he treated her as a mental 
inferior. 





Del Andrews, film director, last 
week was exonerated on charges of 
failure to provide for his six-year- 
old son, in custody of his former 





wife, Edith, who told the L. A. mue 
nicipal judge that he had not been 
making regular payments. Andrews’ 
lawyer said the director had paid 
his wife more than $500 in the past 
two months. 





Warner Baxter was treated in a 
Hollywood hospital last week 


; for leg 
lacerations received from broken 
transom glass on a Fox set. 

Lupe Velez testified in f,. A. 


courts last week for the prosecution 
of Fred DeLinden, accused of forg. 
ing Miss Velez’s name on a check 
for $150, 

Joe Doke, studio employee, last 
week was divorced in Los Angeles 
by Pearl Doke on a charge of ex- 
treme cruelty. 


Pathe, RKO, and E. B. Derr and 
Andrew J. Culp, studio officials 
were made defendants in a $6,000 
suit filed in L. A. last week by the 
Macauley Co., publishers, over as- 
serted sale of the novel, ‘Women 
Like Men,’ by Georgette Carneal un- 
der the name of Allen Leigh, 
Plaintiff asserts that in July, 1930, 
the defendants agreed to buy the 
screen rights to the novel, but since 
have refused to make payments, 

Hoot Gibson is being sued for $80,< 
367 damages by Mrs. Mary Hobbis, 
who charged she was severely in- 
jured when the car in which she 
was riding collided with the actor's 
last August in Hollywood, 

Rex Lease was injured near New- 
hall, Cal., last week when the horse 
he was riding threw him. Twisted 
his pelvis and wrenched his leg 
muscles. He was on location. 

Pinched in a raid on an alleged 
indecent show, three girl dancers 
pleaded not guilty to vag charges 
at a hearing last week and were 
released on bail of $250 each pend- 
ing jury trial Oct. Checkroom 
attendant and the pianist, both 
women, were released on $25 bail, 
with trial on the same date. Two 
women in the audience will appear 
for trial, while two more pleaded 
guilty and paid $25 fines. Some 28 
men pleaded not guilty and put up 
25 bail each, pending trial, while 
41 others entered guiity pleas and 
were sentenced to pay $10 fines or 
spend two days in jail. 
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One Filipino was killed and an- 
other shot in the leg last week 
when a car containing four more 
Filipinos sped by the doorway of a 
L. A. Main street dancehall, shoote- 
ing as they fled. Killing came as 
the climax to a feud between several 
Filipinos over a white taxi dancer 
employed in the dancehall, open to 
Filipinos only. 


Condition of Jack Pickford is ree 
ported serious. He is attended by 
his wife, Mary Mulhern, in Hollys 
wood. He has been ill for the past 
five weeks. 


Lloyd Hamilton was seriously ine 
jured Sunday night in Holllywood 
when struck by an auto. 


Mid-West 


Don M. Compton, vice-president 
and general manager of the Grigs- 
by-Gronow radio company, said 
last week that his organization 
would press its $30,000,000 suit 
against RCA, 





George Wattles suing his wife 
Tyra, a former show girl, for di- 
vorce, last week secured a slash in 
alimony from $40 to $30. Mrs. Wate- 
tles has a cross-bill pending -in Chi- 
cago charging cruelty and asking 
separate maintenance, 


Sue Carol and Nick Stuart arrived 
in Chicago last week, angling for 
a radio account. 


Ravinia Opera in Chicago this 
summer cost its guarantors $279,- 
829. Red is for the regular 10- 
week season and represents an 18% 
cut in receipts. Louis Eckstein, 
guiding hand, takes care of $187,884 
of the deficit. 


Lamar, Essaness theatre in Oak 
Park, Ill, opened last Sunday 
against the municipal law in order 
to establish a test case. Matter will 
be taken to the State Supreme 
Court, if necessary. 
against 


Foreclosure proceedings 


the St. Clair hotel, Chicago, were 
instituted last week. sill charges 
hotel company became indebted 


$1,575,000 on June 15, 1927, and also 


defaulted on $48,274.50 in interest 
due on bonds lIsst July. 
Foreclosure proceedings agatnst 


the Ascher Brothers Theatre CorP. 
in Chicago, were started last week 
with the filing of a petition for ® 
receiver by the Chicago Title and 
Trust Company, acting as trustees. 


Petition states the company had 
failed to retire $107,000 in bonds 
and is behind $23,075 in interest 
payments. 


Mrs Isabel Dreyfuss, formerly 
Isabel Randall, show girl, last ee 
reported to Chicago police the loss 
of $25,000 worth of jewelry, 52 








to have been left in a ta 


eet pee 


7 ge ee 





eesti 








; 
' 
; 
] 


a i i a i i el i i a ee at mh a a 


oe 2 4 mm th me bh ot Oe Gee 


— ~«. 


> = oe eo 4 + ~ & A, 


a 27 2 @ 


“= @ 


“—Sonerodtt wenn at =! 


oppo 


Sent 





tp + ww 8 


=4 
rh 


0, 
18 
ce 


)« 
is, 
ne 
he 
's 


V< 


ed 
es 


lent 
igs- 
said 
tion 
suit 


vife, 

di- 
h in 
Vate 
Chie 
king 


‘ived 
- for 


this 
279,¢ 
10- 
18% 
‘tein, 
7,884 


Oak 
nday 
order 
- will 
reme 


ainst 
were 
arges 
ebted 
| also 
ferest 


ratnst 
(torp-. 
w eek 





te 


Tuesday, September 29, 1931 











VARIETY 





FILNA HOUSE REVIEWS 
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CAPITOL, N. Y. 


New York, Sept. 25. 

The cashiers up here are giing to 
pe busier this week than they’ 2 
peen in months with ‘A Free Soul’ 
(Metro) wounl around the projec- 
tion spools. Picture comes from a 
$2 run as the Astor, five blocks 
the Boulevard of Madness, 


down 
where it lingered longer than an- 
ticipated. Along with it, Loew's big 


Broadway ,de luxe operation serves 
w an ‘Operatic Cocktail’ and 
r nepenthe in the shape of a 


ronge : : - 
 eze show that is nothing if not 
yrs eyeful. It’ll open the eyes wider 


dreams of bur- 


than the fondest 
lesq 1€ producers. 

Lately the Capitol has been mar- 
keting the beauty of its girls. The 
Chester Hale group by degrees has 
peer. showing itself literally more 
and more. Currently, with Hale 
roducing this show, euphemistical- 
ly called ‘Fantastique’ instead of a 
more crass term burlesquers might 
use, the extremes to which the girls 
are daringly dressed (or undressed) 
is startling. 


And the costume designer has 


helped immeasurably in bringing 
out the voluptuousness of these 
Hale girls, long noted for their 


beauty and symmetry of framework. 
The illusion created by those cos- 
tumes, which are so sheer and 
flesh-colored they must be highly 
refined gauze, is that of nudity 
from the waist up. And those lit- 
tle touches of the paint brush are 
something to bring out the illusion 
more perceptibly and forcefully. 

The Capitol couldn’t go much fur- 
ther. Meanwhile, what a draw is 
wrapped up in the spectacle those 
girls represent! 

A touch of ‘Trader Horn’ and the 
white goddess who cracked the whip 
over natives gives the excuse for 
having the girls down to a near 
state of puris naturabilis, if show- 
men know their Latin. 

A baritone, Milton Dougias, inau- 
gurates the final big scene in a 
number that’s to do about crack- 
ing the whip over his subjects, those 
later developing as the white girls 
and native blacks. A big set-piece 
of an African saucer-lip Nubian is 
in the background. The large ori- 
fice forming his mouth is the en- 
trance through which the girls start 


parading downstage, followed by 
another group, whose habiliments 
are as skimpy, carrying large 


feathery parasols. 

It’s all very effective and strik- 
ing, with an adagio team, Harrison 
and sister, doing a slick routine in 
this setting. They are followed for 
finale’s glossy wind-up by Douglas, 
as the boss whip-cracker and his 
favorite slave girl, who's offered up 


on a rack as a sacrifice. Douglas, 
who appears earlier in the unit, 
makes a good impression even 


though his voice breaks no records. 


The other acts are Gold and Raye, 
dance team, and Paul Kirkland with 
his comedy novelty table d’hote. 


Kirkland has trimmed his routine 
down to its meat, avoiding any pad- 
ding in the ladder and paper-cone 
balancing work, but failed to get 
the returns here that he does in 
vaudeville. One reason may be in- 
ability to hear any of the talk. 


The dance twain did swell in 
straight buck and wing plus some 
light comedy, latter through idea of 
how amateurs aet when stage- 
struck. Their spills in that se- 
quence abound in laughs. 

Anita Avila, dancer, appearing in 
& minor way goes into a dream with 
a couple of dolls as cue for the Hale 
girls’ opening number, in which they 
disport life-size dolls on their shoul- 
ders. Novel. 

Length of feature, 93 minutes, 
shuts out shorts or other filler ex- 
cepting H-M News, a portion of 


* which is thrown on a wide screen. 


Payees in abundance Friday night 
at first de luxe turnover. Char. 


Chicago, Sept. 26. 
Customers at the current week's 
initial performance sat through 40 
Minutes of stage show hopefully 
waiting for that snatch of some- 
thing that would blot out for the 
Sogn their cares of the day and 
© indigo mood engendered by a 
ne of cold, rainy, murky 
ee When the final traveler 
7 together on this output of 
atil Fanchon-Marco mill they were 
: Waiting. Dull care can’t be 
ulled with dull entertainment, and 
) Apa a patently disappointed flock 
hepenthe-seekers that filed out 
cng finish of a blast of exotic 
a. and nothing more, labelled 
ot Java,’ 
Economy angle impresses as hav- 


ing been : 
= oo treme and 
likely to ser d to the extreme an 


the boxoffice 








- Production is slowly 

peced and lacks a single act of 

esting merit. If it does credit to 
any one 


» the costume designer is 


the gaine , ; 
, ‘Yr. Much imagination and 
novelty shoy . ; 


vn here, but scarcely 
anvw . , 7 ’ 
lap here else. Even the finale 
Side 3 With six girls dancing up- 


e , a8 : : 
a hende non a ceiling, failed to win 
. eral ripple. 


lineup delivered 


ve no good purpose at; **" 
l cycle. 





the! «bpics) filled the bill 


three Samuel Brothers, smart pre- 
cision tapsters; Vincent Yerro, in 
an attempted Harold Lloyd. takeoff 
and a& more effective Hawaiian 
shimmy: Armada Chirot, for a 
smattering of coloratura carolling: 
Noree, lithsome contortionist, and 
for comedy relief that wasn’t, Joe 
Weston and Collette Lyons. Noree! 
figured as the applause standout, | 
with the Samuels trio landing a | 
fairly hefty return for a smartly | 
tossed off bit of precision hoofery. | 
une Sin’ (Par) topping the screen| 
9111. 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. | 


New York, Sept. 25. | 
Pretty sad news at the Paramount | 
this week as far as stage entertain- | 
ment goes. Whatever business is 
brought in will undisputably belong 
to ‘American Tragedy,’ the film, and 
if Friday night is indicatory, that 
won’t break any records. 





There’s nothing particularly bad | 
about the current stage show, titled 
‘Fan Fantasy.’ Equally there's 
nothing striking about it. It’s just | 
a fair little 24-minute entertain- ! 
ment with no headliners and no/} 
comedy. 


Trouble lies in that last phrase— 
no comedy. 
ning 80 minutes and having a sad 
ending, with no short subjects, light 
or otherwise, it does 
though Paramount could have 
something for 
brighten up 
found is two 
torch singer. 

Boris Petroff produced the unit 
and did a neat job, considering what 
he had to work with. 
divided into three sections titled 
‘Fan Pompadour,’ ‘Fan Antique’ and 
‘Fan Moderne.’ That's almost a tip- 
off. 

Starts with a very pretty and 
well-lighted pompadour fan setting, 
Barry and Fitzgibbon posing center, 


found 
the stage end to 
things. What 


dance teams and a 


and a song by Stella Power and 
Miriam Lax, draped on the two 


ends. Line of girls is brought on 
right away for a neatly routined 
soft-shoe dance, and Barry and 
Fitzgibbon come down for their first 
number, a ballroom waltz. They're 
a clever couple and please well 
enough for those who like ballroom 
dancing. 


Set dissembles nicely to leave a 


painted fan a la tin type. That 
brings on Williams and Delaney, 


comic dancers, with the comedy so 
far off that it didn’t bring a ripple 
to this audience dying for some 
humor. Maybe they’re better in 
vaudeville, where they came from. 
Janet Reade, from a corner of the 
stage, does a sort of combination 
Ethel Merman-Frances Williams 
with ‘I’m One of God’s Chillun Who 
Haven't Got Wings.’ Her voice just 


misses reaching its mark in this 
big seater, and she’s a near-loss 


until, the girls prance on in neat 
black outfits. Most of the routine 
is novel, with light effects in the 
manner of Hazzard Short’s staging 
of ‘Three’s a Crowd’ and ‘Band 
Wagon.’ Those who haven't seen 
the shows, where the light shafts 


are more deftly handled, will be 
pleased. . 
Finale is a modern effect, with 


girls back in the same costume they 
had just used, although doing a mild 
cooch, Barry and Fitzgibbon do an- 
other ballroom number, this time in 
evening clothes, to close. 

“Even Jesse Crawford, who leads 
up to the show as usual, couldn't 
find anything with more punch than 
‘Zwei Herzen in % Takt’ and ‘Moon- 
light Saving Time’ to play. 

Just a dull afternoon at th 
mount. 


LOEW’S STATE, L. A. 
Los Angeles, Sept. 23. 

Fanchon and Marco’s ‘Parasols’ 
unit gets away to a slow start but 
picks up about half way and fin- 
ishes strong. 

Opening has the line girls doing 
a draggy parasol dance. Cut a bit, 
it should smooth out the start. 
Mignon follows the opening with an 
acrobatic control dance, doing 
about five minutes of high kicks. 
Good control both in fast and slow 
kicks. Anthony, whistler, next, blow- 
ing out two numbers to good re- 
turns. 

Line girls on again for a novelty 
number using dolls with dangling 
legs, manipulated ina kicking rou- 
tine. Drew laughs and forced into 
an encore. ; 

Gene Sheldon and Sherry out In 


T 


i 
Kau}. 


talent F. & M. has shown here in 
some time. Sheldon, a deadpan 
comic, plays &@ mean banjo. Girl is 
a good foil for his buffoonery. Shel- 
don’s finish, a soft shoe dance to a 
medley of national airs, wherein he 
gets tl.» type of dancing mixed, is 
a potent bit. 
Finale is a strong line 
girls on unicycles going through a 
standard military routine. Capt. 
Willie Mauss, inside a large W heel, 
completes the circle riding a bi- 


novelty, 


| newsreel clips, 


|comprising five 
| intended for a chaser after the main 


land is so programmed. 


seem as, 


they | 


Piece is/j 


j peat 
one, displaying about the classiest | 


ROXY 


New York, Sept. 25. 

Hardest worker up here this week 
is the big screen. The feature film, 
‘Riders of the Purple Sage’ (Fox), 
is turned over to it in its entirety 
as also a comedy cartoon and three 
With the western 
running less than an hour the entire 
program is’ breaking under two 
hours and that’s plus an added cur- 
rent events, titled Roxy Pictorial, 
clips and evidently 


film 

Stage end is split into five sec- 
tions, covers 41 minutes and has its} 
ups and downs. One noteworthy is 


a stereopticon background for a 
miniature stage set which will give 
patrons a slight idea of what they're 
going to get on a larger scale in a} 


| 
theatre of the future, This focused | 


, backdrop also provides a cloud and 
|; water 


effect and it’s interesting as 
an indication of the possibilities it 
provides. 

Scenic 


black 


carries a distinct 
white theme this week 
Starts aus- 
piciously with Pat Bowman leading 
12 of the ballet corps against 10 
Roxyettes and a male dancing trio 


display 
and 


With a heavy film run- jon the opposite side of the stage in 


; counter balanced routines for ‘Man- 
| hattan Serenade.’ This gives way, 
after a short but too long wait, to 
‘Day in Venice,’ taking place on the 
| aforementioned undersized stage 
with male vocalists simulating the 
orchestra and the rest of the vocal 
chorus principaling within the nar- 
row confines, Given over entirely 
lto songs and allowed to run over 
long. Then the Roxyettes split from 
jhead to toe in black and white and 
; uneven in their precision while get- 
ing under way. 

More black and white in the Four 
; Steppers, colored male hoofers, who 
|challenged danced their way to 
| three individual] efforts apiece and 
;might start and wind up on this 
jitem. Their opening number, ‘Hittin’ 


{the Bottle,’ is completely lost for| na roalroad wreck, G.A.R. in Des 
jtaps as currently presented with! yfoines, General Butler’s farewell 
the orchestra drowning everything|to the Marines, Brooklyn kiddies’ 
| besides which the three idle mem-| pageant, French and Italian army 


| bers also insist on shuffling while 
|}a co-worker specializes, 
‘Liebestraum,’ the closing item, is 
in a tableau set dominated by Char- 
iotte Ayres and Rene Co. This is 
an adagio foursome getting away 
from the usual endeavors in this 
line by routining to a waltz rhythm 
in ballroom style while fully clothed. 
However, the tossing about and 
acrobatic catching and handling of 
the girls are all there. An effective 
bit of stage conception which will 
seldom find more favorable sur- 
roundings. Everybody on for the 
finale, still in the black and white 
scheme, with much amperage of 
white pouring down on the display. 
A medley of Puccini’s works won 
deserved appreciation for the or- 
chestra while eight items made up 
the 12 minute news, three clips of 
which were given the enlarged 
screen—the new dirigible, Italian 
soldiers in the Alps, and the Presi- 
dent’s Cup race (motorboats). Lat- 
ter particularly worthy of a big 
sheet. Cartoon is Disney’s ‘Fishin’ 
Around.’ Sid. 


GRIENTAL, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Sept. 26. 


This swell house has had a re- 
lapse. After a couple of months of 
good behavior it’s starting to worry 
the Publix-B. & K. office once more. 
lsxecs are getting fidgety and are 
| looking for an out in a jerky, help- 
less sort of a way. Each week is 
opened with a silent prayer. 

They appear to be markedly con- 
fused about their stage problem. 
Thus far, their endeavors lean to- 
ward a vague, vaude-like presenta- 
tion style, put on in a bewildered, 
diluted fashion that has left the 
public lukewarm. Booking and pol- 
icy are erratic and uncertain. Now 
under consideration is the possibil- 
ity of adapting regular musical 
comedies from legit, such as ‘Stu- 
dent Prince,’ ‘Sally,’ ‘Rio Rita’ for 
the picture house stage. 

Most obvious of B. & K.’s mis- 
takes is their evident belief that 
one headliner, or two, are in them- 
selves the whole show. Three weeks 
ago, a $7,000 stage arrangement 
demonstrated the error of this view- 
point. 

Currently, there’s 
and his specialty revue. 
for Davis in about three 
months. Last time he was here, 
business wasn’t so good, but there 
were plenty of comments, which are 
reason for the return, Some- 
thing is likely to occur this week. 

There’s bound to be lots of chat- 
both in and out of show busi- 
ness, on Davis’ ability to take ordi- 
nary cabaret-style performers and 
sell them for ace talent. He does 
this consistently, for one act after 
another. He accomplished this 
great trick on Friday afternoon to 
a weak and sadly-undersized audi- 





Benny Davis 
It’s a re- 


‘ 
the 


ter, 





His attempt to go comple tely 
around brought gasps. Ray Angwin, 
tenor, sings behind the chorus in 
the opening and closing numbers. 
Gae Foster did the staging. 
‘Pardon Us’ (Roach), Laurel and | 
Hardy's first teature, had them | 
standing outside for the first per- | 
formance Wednesday night. hg st 
news clips and ‘Hell Be a | 


ence, Answer is showmanship, and 
culminates when Davis, who has a 
pair of tired pipes like an owl, tore 


l'em out of their seats with his vocal 


solo, 
He has the performers lined up 
in the stage at tables in the typical 


| cabaret type of stage show, and 


nroceeds to get his audience excited 


lenough to force speeches from every 


one of his specialty workers. In 








NEWSREELS 








EMBASSY 


The newsreel boys claim that 
cries for beer were not edited out 


of the Detroit American Legion 
conclave. Their side is that the 
chant was too weak to get in the 
recording. Fox covered the affair 
most thoroughly, the Embassy be- 
ing the only newsreel house Satur- 
day to picture the convention hall] 


and the President in action. 

More thorough coverage of Mayor 
Walker’s return was also witnessed 
at the Embassy. Instead of being 
satisfied with his brief formal ad- 
dress on the deck of the incoming 
liner, Fox followed through with 
Mrs. Walker’s greeting and an ad- 
dress on world economics by Walk 
er to New York’s political reporters 
Ghandi arriving in Paris, and 
later in London was accomplished 
by Fox-Hearst in sound. This 
newsreel, incidentally, was the first 
to get Ghandi to talk to the camera 
in an interview last summer. More 





flisht, a news asisgnment for all 
reels. 

Other subjects were Al Smith’s 
plea for the Henry Street settle- 


ment, Eugenie hats, Budapest-Vien- 


maneuvers, 
Gifford 


Venice and 
talking of un- 


regatta in 
and Young 


employment relief plans. Waly. 
TRANSLUX 
Variety of subjects and _ good 


editing are becoming standardized 
hallmarks of the Luxer. Current 
program, however, is not replete 


with the scoops which have marked 
the house recently. 

Hoover and the convention hall 
are not included in Pathe's cover- 
age of the American Legion in De- 
troit. So this is chiefly an affair 
of bands. Most important part of 
Mayor Walker’s return is also 
overlooked. 

In the same vein the Luxer’s 
foreign display is conspicuously off, 
Gandhi is silent but Pathe makes 
the Geneva Peace Conference talk, 
although the Embassy had silent 
views last week. Hitler is just go- 


ing on this screen and so are the 
Roumanian royal couple which ex- 
hibited last week. Pathe also fol- 
lows the Embassy on Sharkey and 
Carnera. 

Universal is working into the 
foreign field with the same effect- 
iveness in original angles which 


has made the reel popular for U. 8. 
coverage. Italian troops in the 
Alps takes in some exceptional and 


views of the Washington bridge and | not too often photographed back- 
another slant on Austrian dancing | ground, Shaw in Moscow, and two 
girls were among the regulars. Japanese clips, including burial of 
Sports included polo, President's the murdered premier and wor- 
regatta at Washington, Mineola dirt | Shippers at the war god shrine are 
track auto racing, with one excel-}|the others. 
lent long shot of a spill, Belmont Paramount's release on the presi- 
Park horse race and the Creavy- |dent’s regatta is probably the most 
Shute golf match. Aerial contribu- | spectacular record of a boat race 
tions numbered formal naval ma-|eyer photographed. Boats are 
neuvers, new type of French blimp, | caught from all angles, and clip is 
a German plane with motor in the |so vivid audience has all the thrills 
rear and without a tail, and an in-|of a real ride, especially on the 
terview with three foreign fliers | turns. 
who were shipwrecked in the At- Pathe went after the San Pedro 
lantic. This part of the program boat and air maneuvers, getting a 
featured the Akron dirigible’s first negive ‘ “ i Pg 2 


camera on the Texas when the new 


admiral, Schofield, was inducted 
and the former chief, Chase, was 
going over the side in civilian at- 
tire. Smoke screen and air work 


also well covered, Pathe again get- 
ting a machine on the rear end of a 


plane from which it recorded the 
take-off from the deck of the 
mother ship. 

Digging into the library, Uni- 
versal included in its Grand Army 
coverage scenes of the McKinley 
funeral, Among clips in the U 


freak contributions is one of a col- 
ored lad who pops out his eyes at 
will. Other general subjects com- 
plete the program, including the 
first flight of the Akron dirigible. 
Waly. 





house that is regularly fed large 
doses of song and dance routines, 
he screamed ‘em more of the same 
stuff. 


There was Patsy Boyle, who 
danced; Martha Ray who sang, 
Vera Dunn and Billy Severn, who 
danced, with Severn on later for 
some nifty front-overs; Jack Hel- 
ler, who sang; Sonny O’Day danced, 
Vilma and Buddy Ebsen danced and 
sang. Then Benny Davis sang, and 
was followed by Mrs. Benny Davis 
who also sang and danced. And the 
finale had the whole gang smacked 
against the footlights for a little 
volume singing and dancing, just to 
get the point across. 


In type it sounds like monotony, 
but on the stage, these performers 
could have taken the lease for the 
winter. Sums up to an excellent 
demonstration of showmanship, 
coupled with youth, pep and enthus- 
iasm. Audiences found them novel 
and entertaining after the long suc- 
cession of performers who have 
been over-working the take-it-easy, 
why-bother way. 

They'll satisfy if the public will 
come, 3ut ‘Personal Maid’ (Par) 
on the screen won't help much. 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Sept. 25. 


Nothing to rave about in this 
stage show, ‘Dames and Doughboys.’ 
Affair was no doubt planned as an 
atmospheric prolog to Paramount’s 


‘Mad Parade,’ feature, but lacks 
both in talent and entertainment. 
Johnny Burke’s’ short, made by 
Sennett around his ‘Dirty Work’ 


monolog, was shoved in the center 
of the stage show. It contained 
most of the laughs clocked. 

Set is the interior of an enter- 
tainment hut in France during the 


war. Orchestra as doughboys with 
Zizz Black, leader, doing officer. 


Bobby Gilbert, Hebe comic, plays a 
violin in the band. What live com- 
edy there is comes from Gilbert's 
arguments with Black. Helen 
Charleston comes on for one num- 
ber and a chorus of kicking. 

House line with six boy hoofers 
added do a military tap. Drill for- 
mations before they go into the 
hoofing well received. 

Finale is one of those tableaux of 
a battle scene, with gun smoke 
noise and falling walls. Strong fin- 
ish, but it doesn’t make up for gen- 
eral weakness of the presentation. 


MICHIGAN 


Detroit, Sept. 26. 

Titled ‘Fall Festival,’ this week's 
show is an eyeful for production 
and good all around entertainment. 
With the production part arranged 
beautifully by the local production 
staff under the direction of Eddie 
Weisfeldt, the show fits in to the 
theme well. Three sets used are 
= in good taste and look inexpen- 
sive. 

For entertainment the show is 
lifted out of the level of the ord- 
inary unit show by the presence of 
Trixie Friganza. With special songs 
and her own line of chatter about 
Hollywood, she is a naural. She 
has kept in her strip act but the 
rest of her material is all new and 
timely. This act is growing season 
by season in audience reaction. She 
can’t miss any place. For other 
talent one act has played here be- 
fore and the edge is off because of 
that. Act in question is the Haig 
Family. Boyd Senter assisted by 
Jack Russell has a new turn which 
pleased. Darlene Walders offered 
an acrobatic routine that was a 
knockout, 

Show opens with the girls out- 
lined against a silhouette drop with 
Nolan singing ‘Trees.’ A very pretty 
effect and although taking 5 min- 
utes, it brought a nice hand. The 
Haig Family on in one with the 
act as shown here before except for 
couple of new songs. 

Then into the second productiou 
number. Nolan out in ‘one’ sing- 
ing ‘Life Is Just a Bowl of Cher- 
ries.’ The travelers back showing a 
set with cherries, being the motif 
of the drops and a immense bowl 
on the set. Line of girls go inte a 
toe routine dressed in red to match 
the set. Forming a pretty picture. 
In the middle of the routine Dar- 
lene Walders does her specialty for 
a big hand. 

Boyd Senter on here in ‘one’ for 
the first part of his act but goes in 
to full stage for the latter part. Pit 
crew going up during his turn 4 
the stage for the final part of the 
show. Except for the last part with 
the band on the stage this one looks 
like a deluxe vaude show. Senter 
has a piano and kazoo player with 


him now and has worked a little 
talk into his routine. A few gags 


that are only so-so. Senter did 10 
minutes to great demonstration. 

Trixie Friganza on last and as 
usual mopped. She did 15 minutes 





Oscar Baum, pit leader, put the! 
orchestra through ‘Mediterranean 
Impressions,’ collection of southern 





j 





European numbers, for the over- 
ture, 

3usiness off Thursday evening. 
Paramount News and a Dane- 





Arthur comedy complete the screen | 


bill. Cau, 


|; who have achieved fame. 


of real entertainment. 

Overture ‘Musical Masterpieces’ 
with Ed Werner conducting. Using 
the largest pit group in the city 
every man here is made to count. 

Gutow organ specialty, offered 
‘Detroit’s Own Tin Pan Alley,’ in- 
cluding names of local composers 
Lee. 
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NANCY ROSS (1) 
Songs 

10 Mins.; One 
86th St. 


Nancy Ross was formerly Nancy 
Decker. She is still doing a single 
of songs with a male pianist (un- 
billed). Miss Ross retains the 
freshness of young girlhood while 
adding to her stage experience. 
This is a valuable combination. 
Epecially today when bookers are 
supercritical and believe a woman 
around the stage over two years is 
old. This may be the reason of the 
change of name from Decker to 
Ross. Still, the vaude initiate who 
knows his talent, would know Miss 
Decker through the Ross disguise. 
The mannerisms are imbedded and 
still there. 

Miss Ross opened with ‘Moan 
You Sinners,’ a hot torch. Second 
was a special called ‘Tom Boy,’ and 
last a medley around the word 
love. Each different and well sold 
by the petite blonde songstress 
who was given excellent support by 
the pianist. On second here she 
left no doubts as to her being ac- 
cepted by the audience in peachy 
style. Earl. 





WERNER, PAGE and HENRI 
Music and Comedy 
714 Mins.; Two 
defferson 

A trio of hoke comedy musicians. 
At the finale they get completely 
away from their musical start and 
go in for burlesque juggling which 
put them over strong for the Jeff 
audience. 

Plenty of musical talent but soft 
pedalled in effort to get laughs. 

They use a radio opening, with 
Buddy Page acting as announcer 
and one of the other men in comedy 
makeup for bit with bass fiddle. 
The third member appears as a 
concert musician. The three get 
some pleasing harmony out of the 


The act scored roundly here and 
got away to a laughing finish. 
Mark. 





Alan RENO and Gang (9) 
Comedy Band 

15 Mins.; One and Full 
Jefferson 

Alan Reno has landed in the ultra 
hoke class by using a comedy band 
which messes up the stage like no- 
body’s business. For the finish the 
men smash chairs and destroy 
props in general, including a bass 
drum and a violin and Reno emerges 
as the victor with all his men 
sprawled around on the floor. 

Reno opens alone in one. Gives 
an impression of how an English- 
man would do George M. Cohan. 
Neat bit of tapping here. Small 
value in the Cohan reference. 

To full stage Reno goes to direct 
his band. The musicians are ali in 
nondescript rube attire and no seri- 
ous effort at real music, intent being 
e@ktogether for comedy. All to the 
custard pie, but will ride in vaude. 
The Frank and Milt Britton band of 
similar roughouse routine is with 
the ‘Follies.’ 

Reno steps out for an imitation 
of Ted Lewis. It’s the hoke that 
counts here. The Jeff audience 
which likes its hoke hot, heavy 
and low, plainly enjoyed the num- 
ber. Mark 


*§. S. MALARIA’ (5) 

Revue 

21 Mins.; One and Full Stage 
Audubon 

Years ago vaude was chockful of 
Tittle revues like this one where a 
pair of low comedians would per- 
colate in and out, making mince- 
meat of English. This ‘Malaria’ 
has two of the Potash and Perlmut- 
ter types who are closing up their 
biz to take a trip to Paris. 

In between their talk with the 
passport officer and two girls are 
specialties by the three supporting 
people, mainly dancing. 

The finale is on the deck of the 
boat with a little flirtation scene. 

It’s lightweight stuff, mildly en- 
tertaining. 

The comics appear old hands yet 
the substance here was pretty thin 
material and lacking in consistent 
laughmaking ingredients. 

As framed it’s not for the big 
city survey but may fit in where 
the budgets are low and the audi- 
ences not so exacting. Mark. 
'> ee 


MACAIL KING 
Aerialist 

7 Mins.; Full Stage 
Jefferson 

Diminutive aerialist recalls the 
late Lillian Leitzel instantly. To 
follow up that impression her work 
in midair where she does a series 
of body swings suspended by her 
wrist (‘planches’) indicates she 
aims to succeed the famous circus 
‘name.’ 

Miss King has plenty in her fa- 
for; she appears young, buoyantly 
so, has a neat symmetrical figure 
and an animated style of working. 

She's attractive to look at and 
gives an interesting in? 


accompanied with leg and hip move- 








EVA OLIVOTTI 


Songs 
11 Mins.; One 
RKO, L. A. 


Eva Olivotti has been singing on 
the coast for some time, and of late 
has been a staff artists with KFI, 
Los Angeles. ‘The coloratura so- 
prano wore a striking costume, a 
long gown of blue material and 
orange ostrich fan. Sang three 
songs and drew two encores, 

Miss Olivotti did one pop tune 


ments. Miss Olivotti’s hips should 
be kept dignified. 

Her voice is good, and she puts 
enough fire into the operatic num- 
bers to make them interesting. She 
will fit in almost any type of bill. 


— 


BLUE RHYTHM BAND 
Songs and Dances 

30 Mins.; Full 

Coliseum 


Blue Rhythm band earned some- 
thing of a local rep by an engage- 
ment at the Cotton Club. For vaude 
this orchestra of 12 men is aug- 
mented by Johnny Hudgins, Alma 
Smith and Wells, Mordecai and 
Taylor. 

On routine the act assumes every 
proportion of a vaude natural. Band 
is not given to too much brass. 

Stand out is the piano player, 
Edgar Hayes. Leader is a young- 
ster displaying plenty of egotism 
and taking too much for granted. 
The specialties give the act its 
proper vaude stance and balance. 
Miss Smith is vivacious and did 
very well both with her song and 
strutting. Hudgins scores with his 
pantomimic dancing and eccentric 
skating bit while the hoofing trio 
also connected. Mark. 


JEANNE and LINTON REVUE (9) 
Dance Flash 

18 Mins.; Full (Special) 

Loew’s Orpheum 


For mixed neighborhood audiences 
at moderate scale combination 
houses, the Jeanne and Linton Re- 
vue passes. It does no more, either 
wholly or on strength of individual 
specialties. Only one singleton, an 
acrobatic dance, approaches a higher 
standard, 

Jeanne and Linton, heading act, 
appear three times. Their first is 
a waltz that fails to impress and 
in which the man is very stagey. 
Number with the girl demonstrating 
her contortion, man working over 
her in a dance as one would over 
an inanimate doll, bending and 
twisting her, is novel in that the 
girl shows plenty of flexibility. 

Six girls do group numbers, 
ranging from romantic ballets to toy 
doll routines, while the specialty 
dancer carries figures mainly in 
acrobatic type solo work. 

In no way does act deliver as big. 
It’s fairly nicely mounted, with 
some money having been spent in 
that direction, but at 18 minutes is 
too long. 

Did mildly up here. Char. 


FRED SANBORN (2) 

omedy 
15 Mins.; One 
Hippodrome 

Fred Sanborn used to be the boy 
with Ted Healy and later with Jack 
McLallen. He went out on his own 
and has built up a comedy act in 
the modern dizzy mode that is aces. 
He is assisted by a straight man 
and girl, both unbilled. His wife 
also comes out of the audience for 
a gag and retires to her seat again. 

The act is hoke. Sanborn never 
speaks, but yanks deep tummy yells 
from the audience with ease. He 
plays a xylophone better than most 
performers who just do that and 
nothing more. He has planted all 
sorts of laughs around the instru- 
ment, including the marshmallow 
gag and the banana bit. Welcome 
in his own right as a a 

arl. 


PELLE and COLE 
Acrobatic 
7 Mins.; Full 
Loew’s Orpheum 
Two man acrobatic team doing a 
routine that was well worn in the 
past but is almost a’ novelty today. 
Act opened here and was a decided 
sock. Pelle reminds of the half of 
the former Davis and Pelle acro duo. 
Boys work slowly and neatly. Tricks 
connect through effortless handling 
by the understander. A one-arm lift 
from a prone position is a pip. Mu- 
sical accompaniment nicely selected 
and aids in this dizzy age of face 
slapping acrobats. Earl. 





THREE RYANS (1) 
Songs 
15 Mins.; One 
Hippodrome 

Two boys and a girl with a small 
piano, doing harmony songs of pop 
variety, constitute the first 10 min- 
utes of this act. The last five min- 
utes is taken up with a tiny lad in- 
troduced as their little brother. He 
sings three solo pops for the punch 
of the act. The Three Ryans them- 


PALACE 


With Kate Smith in her 10th 
week and two other acts holding 
over for the second chapter, the 
layout doesn’t look especially fresh. 
Regardless of which it plays like 
a house afire and might go into an- 
other run on merit, did not certain 
minor difficulties interefere. 


Element that puts this one over 
is the strong comedy values sup- 
plied by Richy Craig, Jr., working 
with E. G. Robinson, and playing 
his first vaude week (not counting 
picture house assignments) as 
master of ceremonies. 


Two distinguishing points in the 
show are the new style m. c.’ing of 
Craig and the astonishing adapt- 
ability to the two-a-day technique 
of Robinson. Of the two the Rob- 
inson angle is probably the more 
striking. The tough guy from 
Hollywood, it is to be remembered, 
comes to vaudeviile on the crest of 
a wave of fan popularity. His 
background, except for a short time 
in pictures, is strictly legit. 


Traditionally, he ought to be up- 
stage and haughtily aloof in the 
vaudeville environment. Instead of 
that, he snaps into the happy-go- 
lucky spirit of the Palace and 
roughs it up for a great comedy 
scene with the rest of the rough 
and tumble boys and girls. It never 
happened before and maybe the 
Pulitzer award committee ought to 
be told about it. 


Craig brings a new twist to the 
moribund m., c. institution and may 
give it a brief new lease of life. 
Here is a free hand comedian with 
an insidious slant of wit, entirely 
legitimate and full of effective sur- 
prise. He achieves his points with- 
out ribbing up the other turns on 
the bill and never once wins a 
laugh at another performer's ex- 
pense. Most of all, he is never 
smart alec and, unique among 
comic stage toastmasters, he recog- 
nizes the value of himself playing 





personalities. Their mistake is in 
not bringing the lad on during the 
first 10 minutes. They landed 
lightly here and had to force the 
encore to bring the little brother on. 
The brother has a nice boy so- 
prano voice. The trick of using kids 
is being worn down a little this 
year. It has been done and done. 
However, it puts this act over. 

a 





CARITA (2) 
Songs 

12 Mins.; One 
Loew’s Orpheum 


Carita has everything to make 
her a vaude success but manner- 
isms. Young lady is tall, dark and 
a looker. Wears clothes like a 
model and her voice is a clear so- 
prano with plenty of range, Con- 
trol every minute, but to the vaude 
audience the faces she makes and 
overemphasis of gestures is a giggle 
signal. 

Songstress has a nice routine of 
various types of tunes, and if not 
for the grimaces would have landed 
with them. Looks like a legit mu- 
sical bet if properly coached. Is 
assisted by an unbilled girl praaiate. 

‘arl. 





Betty and Tommy WONDER 
Songs and Dances 

13 Mins.; One 

Jefferson 

Betty and Tommy Wonder devote 
most of their turn to old timey 
routines. A song or two as though 
practiced in a music house and some 
mechanical gestures and manner- 
a make up most of the mate- 
rial. 

The boy and girl, brother and sis- 
ter, sing a little and dance a little. 
At this performance the act was 
close to a end when Tommy did a 
dance with a femme dummy at- 
tached to his feet that put them 
out of danger. The old device made 
them unquestioned hit at this house. 

It was the boy’s travesty waltz 
that turned the trick. They need 
something to go with it. Mark, 


BERT MATHEWS CO. (2) 
Comedy Novelty «| 
12 Mins., Two (Special) 
Loew’s Orpheum 

Too talky and lacks comedy 
punches outside of off-color gags. 
As it stands now act is just an op- 
portunity for an old man to bring 
out a performing dog and to give 


Mathews a chance to limber legs 
through an eccentric dance, 
No one billed but Mathews. Sup- 


port holds a personable girl who 
sings and dances besides aiding and 
abetting Mathews in putting over 
the drowsy conversation. Not good 
vaude in its present shape. Zarl. 


CARNEY and SEVILLE 
Songs, Comedy . 
15 Mins.; Two 

RKO, L. A. 

Mediocre pair who could slip by 
in small stands. Jack Carney, comic, 
hasn’t any material, the few gags 
he tried hardly bringing a snicker. 
Girl’s singing just fair, but could 
= over if her partner shows some 
ife. 

Carney comes on as a stooge from 
the orchestra, interrupting the girl's 
Singing. Act should be cut to 10 








ark, 


selves sing nicely and have pleasing 


minutes. 





the part of the comic goat, a touch 
of shrewdness that few other m. c.’s 
have so far recognized. 


Whatever the future has in store 
for Craig, he can always go back 
to this week at the 47th street cor- 
ner and tell ’em that he once rolled 
a Palace audience over with a clean 
blackout, and also that he took the 
closing spot away from the acro- 
bats, filled it himself and made it 
the laughing climax of a first rate 
comedy program, It wouldn't be 
fair to tip off here what he does 
or how he does it, but that finale 
is a gem of smart vaudeville clown- 
ing. 

The obstacles to making a run of 
this bill come from the character 
of the two feature acts, the Robin- 
son number which doesn’t bear too 
much repetition, and difficulty of 
making a continuous feature of the 
Dorothy Stone act with her new 
husband, capital for an appearance 
on the strength of newspaper ex- 
ploitation of her surprise wedding 
to Charles Collins in London, but 
scarcely the type of act that can 
hold up next to closing indefinitely. 


The current bill has three hold- 
overs, Kate Smith, who presently 
will make it an anniversary, Craig 
and Robinson both playing the sec- 
ond chapter of a fortnight, Craig 
having merely contributed his 
regular 15 minutes to the previous 
bill, minus the chairman function. 


Rest of the layout is not remark- 
able, but just solid vaudeville spe- 
cialty that would always make 
satisfactory entertainment, but, ex- 
cept by the happy chance of blend- 
ing, would not be looked upon as 
especially distinguished. Here, it’s 
the comedy dressing up it gets, its 
intimately Palace atmosphere, that 
makes it exceptional. 


Prosper and Maret, hand to hand 
acrobats, open. Two men are de- 
void of parade or accessories, but 
score on perfection of gymnastic 
form. Routine of slow lifts and 
strength balances look simple, but 
impress by their seeming ease as 
being quite extraordinary. 


Bernice and Emily, couple of per- 
sonable girls who display the last 
word in contortion dance feats, 
with such things as slow front- 
overs down a flight of steps, hand- 
stand, upside down splits and rows 
and rows of neat wnip-ups, all 
merged into legmania routines. The 
Palace, with its childlike love of 
glorified show-off, went for this 
item. Two boys, Wally Crisham 
and Lee Murray, round out the turn 
with song and mild comedy. 


Norman Thomas Quintette, col- 
ored music and dance unit, did well 
on their reappearance after their 
return from Europe. Nicely paced 
turn involving quality jazz music 
from piano, banjo and drums, with 
genuine Negro vocal blues, comedy 
antics of the drummer and top 
notch stepping by two boys. Whole 
group reflect the grand time they're 
having so completely that you must 
react to the same spirit whether 
you want to or not. They wanted 
to here, 


Robinson was on to a surprising 
reception—surprising because you 
wouldn’t suspect the supposedly 
jaded Palace mob would go for 
gang pictures and the usual fan 
reaction. However, they do just 
that. Little Caesar held them com- 
pletely with the house coming to 
attention briskly in preparation for 
that epic kicking sequence from 
‘Smart Money’ as it was projected 
on the screen. Flock of bends at 
the finish with the ‘Little Ceasar’ 
film clip and the usual speech. 


In passing, remember that Craig 
is in and out, each time for a tell- 
ing point and a strictly straight 
formal introduction of the turn to 
follow. It was promptly on the 
heels of the Robinson turn, for in- 
stance, that he sprang that memor- 
able clean black-out that scored an 
ace. 

Kate Smith closed intermission, 
singing three songs and fv. an en- 
core out in ‘one,’ with incidental 
joshing from Craig, discovering 
brand new possibilities in the ren- 
dering of ‘St. Louis Blues.’ 

Shaw and Lee picked up the run- 
ning, leaving none too soft a spot 
for Miss Stone with a straight 
dance display to follow an after- 
noon of laughs. Miss Stone is no 
stranger to the Palace where they 
know their Who's Who in Show- 
dom, but this time she comes with 
a special interest, accompanied by 
Charles Collins, last time only a 
partner, but now bridegroom under 
romantic circumstances. 

It was a typical Palace situation, 
with Fred Stone and the rest of 
the stepping Stones all ranged in 
the center of ‘C’ row and papa ris- 
ing in his place to make the most of 
the occasion, taking a load off the 
public’s mind by assuring them the 
new son-in-law was ,one hundred 
per cent. American,’ whatever that 
has to do with it. 

More to the point, young Collins 
is 100% dancing juvenile and he 
did the full duty as the head of the 
house in holding up the present act 
which is far from prodigal in ma- 
terial outside the charming pres- 
ence of Miss Stone and the couple's 
quite exceptional dancing. 

Craig, as related, filled the clos- 
ing spot, using his girl foil for her 
dance bit and a moment of chatter 
as preliminary to the surprise gag 
that topped the performance. 

Rush. 





_— 


HIPPODROME 


The Hipp has blossomed out this 
week with a vaude show of mid. 
winter caliber. The shows here 
have been rather lightweight all 
summer with nothing outstanding, 
This one is good and plays like 
greased lightning. It leans strongly 
to comedy with four out of eight 
acts going after laughs with the 
possible addition of the dog act 
opener. 

There are several new faces in 
the show, including Fred Sanborn, 
Three Ryans and Benny Ross (all 
New Acts). hey bring to vaude qa 
little of the freshness it needs. The 
show runs exactly two houre and 
with the addition of ‘Merely Mary 
Ann’ (Fox) and other screen stuff, 
is another Hipp bargain for show 
shoppers. 

Harry J. Conley 
including his wife, Ethel, and two 
men, topped. Most of Conley’s ma- 
terial shot over their heads and laid 
in the lobby. This because Conley 
has some bright laughs around his 
red hot bucolic boy that takes a 
smaller house to catch. What laughs 
landed, did so with a roar. Conley 
has the wise cracking rube field ale 
most all to himself in vaude. 

Dolores Farris, with her unbilled 
four boys among whom can be rece 
ognized Sammy Ostrow, Billy Duval 
and ‘Scotty,’ danced and sang hers 
self into hefty applause. Miss Fare 
ris is pretty and has boundless pep 
The boys are excellent support, A 
turn of considerable distinction. 

Earl LeVere was a comedy bright 
spot. Comedian with his accordian 
and cigar, assisted by a nice girl 
(unbilled) foil, left no doubt about 
his score. LeVere has been around 
for a long time in various ways. 
This present act is the best he has 
ever done. He knows all the tricks 
and backs them up with a nonchal- 
ant style of comedy that can’t miss, 

Marinoff’s Russian Canines 
opened. Things went a bit wrong 
at the first show Saturday mat. and 
dampened results. It is a good en- 
tertaining act, however, and has 
been seen under more favorable 
conditions. The Two White Flashes 
closed with ga roller skating bit 
which they sold to an audience 
changing seats and walking out. 
Those that looked and sat still, liked 
it. The neck spin while playing a 
violin is sensational. 

When the stage show started 
business was in the cellar. It built 
up before the fourth act and at the 
close the big house was nearly full 
In passing mention must be made 
about the poorly lighted stage here. 
Performers look dim at times even 
in what passes for a spotlight in 
this theatre. Earl. 


LOEW’S ORPHEUM 


Whether it’s ‘This Modern Age’ 
(Metro) from the can, the five-act 
vaude show of moderate quality, the 
low 35c top at mats or inclement 
weather on Saturday, that after- 
noon this uptowner was standing 
‘em up. The mixed neighborhood 
patronage up here includes a fair 
sprinkling of low-agers. From these 
up to the adolescents they seem 
mostly concerned over the vaude, 
almost fighting for seats as far 
down front as findable. 

The Loew scale is 15c below that 
of the opposition, RKO’s 86th Street, 
which gets 50c. For kids, Orpheum 
takes 25c for any part of the house, 

It’s an old house (once the York- 
ville), nowhere comparing with the 
more modern 86th Street, but its 
show in gauged for the neighbore- 
hood attendance sought after. Five- 
act stage bill is diversified enough 
to please the low admission payees. 
In no way dishing out class, it ene 
tertains. 

The Marinelli Girls, sextet, inau- 
gurated affairs on the rostrum in 
their fast acrobatic and gymnastic 
goulash. A healthy-looking, athletic 


and company, 


bunch of young ladies, their appeare-— 


ance is equalled only by the smooth- 
ness that goes into execution of 
their tricks. Intermittently came 
mitts here and there during the 
act. 

No. 2 spot is a trifle shaky with 
Harry Foster Welsh, its aspen-like 
chracteristics occurring in fore part 
of the routine. The imitation of 4 
Metropolitan opera band and a trio 


of voices intermingled, carries him* 


away safely further down the line. 
Most all of Welsh’s imitations are 
of musical instruments, with @ 
couple sounding like gazoos. More 
steam behind the voice at the le- 
ginning, if it’s going to carry fure- 
ther than lower rows, would help. 

The veteran comedy juggling pot 
pourri of Jean Bedini's is working 
better than when seen recently, res- 
istering its laughs more securely. 
Also, Nana Bedini, the daughter, 
does much better in her solo spot 
with a number as Chevalier might 
essay it. 

The penultimate selection is 
Francis and Wally, hoke comedy 
and legger duc. It’s low stuff all 
the way through excepting the girl's 
creditable tap in male impersonatog, 
swallow-tails, but it hits the ribs 
with surety. Particularly laughy are 
the comedy dances of the man, —_— 
as a Spanish senor, and the knock- 
about wrestling stuff between the 
two. Brought resonably good re 
turns at Saturday’s mat. 

At the end of the march yonane 
and Linton Revue (New Acts. + 
medium-grade flash that tarries too 
long. Char. 
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STATE 


Loew’s ‘Spanish Carnival’ presen- 
tation unit is here in lieu of time 
lost on the picture house route, 
When Buffalo lammed to straight 
pictures one show had to be out of 
luck, and this is it. 

Current State date is the unit’s 
first on Broadway, its opening hav- 
jng been at the Paradise instead of 
at the Capitol. At the State it looks 
like a flash act with padding, differ- 
ent from the usual, but mostly in 
teneth. While superior to the aver- 
age vaudeville product in mounting 
and appearance, much of its flash 
seems to have been eliminated for 
this engagement. 

This need not set a precedent nor 
lead to a new departure, because 
‘Spanish Carnival’s’ week here is 
purely accidental and not likely to 
happen again, Picture house units 
as flash acts on four-act vaude bills 
don’t rate their cost. In picture 
houses it’s different, for there they 
comprise the whole show. 

Here the modified unit closes the 
show and follows three standard 
acts. Liazeed Arabs, Jean Granese 
and the Three Swifts are up ahead 
in that order. Band went up on the 
stage for the last act only, although 
it played the Swifts’ bow music be- 
hind the drop to prevent a wait. 

Liazeed Troupe, now composed of 
13 mixed tumblers, appears to have 
the top personnel among acrobatic 
turns in vaude. The three women 
and 10 men fill up a stage during 
their fast pyramid building and 
pounding. A false conception of 
comedy harms the act, just as it has 
hurt other acrobatic turns, with the 
half minute or so of comedy attempt 
used as a stall between the tumbling 
and a 10-high support by one un- 
derstander. If the Liazeeds get 
right down to business and cut what 
doesn’t belong, they’ll have a much 
faster opening act. 

The comedy and. singing of Miss 
Granese and her’ wop comedy as- 
sistants get their usual returns with 
what has been for a long time a 
very reliable act. Here they take 
the deuce, again showing versatility 
in filling most any position. The 
Swifts, with the laugh side of their 
juggling now embellished, which 
adds a lot, could have taken an en- 
core. 

‘Carnival’ carries no m. ec. The 
talent walks on cold. Bob Carney 
and Jean, mixed teams, and John 
Pope Jones, colored baritone for- 
merly with the Norma Thomas Sex- 
tet, are the recognized members. 
But for these turns the unit sticks 
to its Spanish theme, 


Line of 12 girls has the usual 
three chances—start, midway and 
finish, The set behind the band- 


stand looks like a cutout. Space 
here, or lack of it, probably booted 
a posing finish, 

Unit member who is on most often 

is a toe-dancing girl who locks well 
and dances pleasantly. Her first is 
an interpretive creation before a 
drop, with two men, dressed as 
clowns, assisting. A polite cooch by 
the girls is followed by a semi-Hoc- 
tor to ‘Blue Indigo,’ and later on 
she’s the center of the finale picture. 
Jones sings ‘Mandalay,’ which 
needs imagination to attain status 
in a Spanish unit, but this singer 
justifies its place. It cinched Jones’ 
return for a spiritual, for which he 
dons a frock coat and white wig in 
what is announced as a lyrical im- 
pression of Harrison’s Lawd in 
‘Green Pastures.’ 
_ Carney and Jean were good 
enough on their dancing to square 
the wasted comedy moments. Dead 
silence that met Carney’s introduc- 
tory talk was enough to discourage 
the average comic, but that this 
couple know their hoofing will 
eventually slide them across is 
shown in the confident manner in 
Which they wade through the rest 
of the chatter. There ought to be 
s0me material around somewhere 
for a good dancing couple who could 
draw laughs if they had something 
to provoke ’em. 

Star Witness’ (WR) here after 
the Winter Garden, and one of the 
few.instances of a Warner film play- 
ing this house. Picture and stage 
show played to a frail house at the 

mat Saturday. Bige. 


‘EMPIRE, PARIS 


Paris, Sept. 12. 
uneith Jeanette MacDonald head- 
- ng, the management could have 
Avan the balance of the overhead. 
= ence paid a scale tiled to 80c 
see this film girl, and despite the 
whe that the Three Weire Bros., 
walt followed, are worth looking at, 
seoanat when she finished. House 
giy rds were broken, and proof was 
en that American showmanship 
~ draw in Paris, 
“es part of the show included 
i nnovateds, cyclists; Little 
4, &@ comedian; Drury and 
—s dancers; Sorbier, a come- 
oad accompanied by two pianos; 
eae dancer; the Erei, jumping 
feng’ f and Peeroff, juggler. Mere 
ars pod those who, unable to re- 
Pom th eir seats, had to be present 
Missio € beginning. Opening inter- 
own — Dedzo Ritter in his 
Wrestling danteh. a 
lighted Migs MacDonald, staged and 
-~ *y Francis A. Mangan, man- 
of Paramount presentations 
Act ran 25 minutes. 
4Nn girl's voice and appear- 
ked right away, and at a 





meric 
8Nce clic 





later performance when Chevalier 
was in the audience she called him 
on the stage. 

For one number Mangan used a 
pram stage, the same as he will in- 
stall next year in the Ambassa- 
deurs restaurant. Miss MacDon- 
ald’s French accent was quite sat- 
isfactory, and her closing number, 
‘March of the Grenadiers,’ from the 
picture ‘Love Parade,’ made a sure- 
fire finish with a chorus of uni- 
formed girls behind her. Despite 
the act running almost a half hour 


Miss MacDonald only did around 
seven minutes, 

Weire Brothers, dancers, are 
much better than most of the Em- 
pire’s headliners, but were in a 


tough spot. Maxi. 


RKO, L. A. 
Los Angeles, Sept. 25. 

Production padding which some- 
times becomes tawdry is an im- 
portant defect in the RKO’s east- 
ern-booked unit, but a diligent and 
continuous application to comedy 
by Stuart and Lash, carrying top 
billing, compensates for this in some 
measure. The unit despite some 
high points impresses generally as 
inferior. 

John Steel, the tenor, has second 
billing and delivers three numbers, 
including an inevitable Irish medley, 


with restraint, for satisfying re- 
sults. He appears again almost im- 


mediately as an unblacked colored 
preacher singing condemnation to a 


group of roisterers in a Harlem 
cafe set. Involving other acts on 


the bill, this ‘Harlemania, thing has 
as its climax a fall down a stair- 
way by one girl. The minute it 
started anyone could guess it 
wouldn’t mean a thing but it’s 
billed as an. act. 


For more of. the aforementioned 
production padding there’s’. the 
eight-piece Helen John’s _ band, 


which is mediocre as an orchestra 
in closing spot but appears before 
that in a cute drum corps military 
routine and even before that as a 
chorus line with dolls’ heads fast- 
ened to its individual fannies. This 
latter routine, in which the girls 
don’t even attempt to imitate a real 
chorus by trying to lifta leg, is used 
as support for dances by Georgie 
Tapps and is called ‘Georgie Tapps’ 
Revue.’ His eccentric and swift 
toe-tapping will be very worthwhile 
when he is not forced to sing in 
addition. 


The Stuart and Lash act is on 
and off from start to finish, pre- 
dominated by Lash as m.c. With 


so much time to fill, this two-man 
hoke and crossfire act can be ex- 
cused for bringing in some ancient 
business, for without its steady 
support this unit would have died 
at birth. ‘The boys are generous 
about everything, giving all they 
haye to the audience and each 
other. When one wants to be comic 
the other plays straight. 
Second-run booking of ‘Rebound’ 
(Pathe), which previously played 
the Carthay to $1.50 top, is a de- 
parture for the RKO. Business only 
average Friday afternoon, and 
average doesn’t mean what it did 
once, Bang. 


Paramount, Newark 


Newark, Sept. 26. 

The house was jammed the open- 
ing with a crowd still standing at 
9:50. They found the lobby now 
finished with pretty new acces- 
sories, They also found a nice bill 
with ‘Silence’ the feature, which 
they applauded and five lively acts, 
headed by Harry Carroll's ‘Chal- 
lenge Revue,’ Perhaps they found 
too much tap dancing and wondered 
at the same gags used by Masters 
and Grayce and the revue, but even 
so they had nothing to kick about. 

George Stanley’s Georgia Crack- 
ers using four smileless men and a 
ceaselessly smiling girl, all dressed 
oddly, fomented much laughter. 
They played various musical instru- 
ments, sang, danced and with a pa- 
rade as a band closed to acclaim. 

Masters and Grayce, comedy, 
made things hum, Miss Grayce 
amused by her grimaces = and 
strange postures, they made a few 
cracks, and did knock-about danc- 
ing. The high point was Masters 
lofting four golf balls into the au- 
dience with no castualties. 

Acting much in the manner of the 
old burlesque comic without the 
vulgarity, Eddie Dale gagged his 
way. With help of his company of 
three he staged two blackouts. A 
man and girl did clever dancing (all 
taps!) All joined in the finale for 
a train bit which registered. 

Joe Wallace combined with the 
Carroll Revue and clowned as mas- 
ter of ceremonies. He was no great 
howl, even pulling the Paul Revere 
story, but another brought a round 
of applause. - Sylvia Carroll at the 
piano, and also sang once. 

The ensembles used six girls and 
four men. They appeared as spe- 
cialties with Eileen doing a tap, and 
the Three Moderns, girls in acro- 
batic skirts, singing and dancing to 
a fine reception, Frances Black in 
acrobatic dancing that was liked, 
and Mills Pola tapping out some 
tricky stuff. ; 

Genevieve Tighe did some nice 
one-leg bits in her tap while the 
Three Crosby Brothers crashed 
across in a dance rendition of the 


‘Poet and Peasant’ overture. Wal- 
lace imitated Ted Lewis and 
pleased. The W hole act used 36 


minutes. 


PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Sept. 26. 

Saturday afternocn’s prognostica- 
tion on the following Friday night 
total this week runs to a conserva- 
tive $21,000. It’s that type of a 
show. A passable, at best, film, ‘Big 
Gamble’ (RKO-Pathe) combines 
with a vaude bill that while it got 
over fairly well is no mode] to hoist 
up for emulation. 


Bigger and better movement has 
reached the hat-throwing guild. 
There were five sets of bonnets in 
simultaneous motion as the show 
got under steam with the Five El- 
gins. By sheer augmentation the 
famillar became the unusual On 
top of which the performers work 
fast and dress neatly. 

From their first ballad and there- 
after Freda and Palace were se- 
cure, But, unfortunately, a wide 
stretch of ineffectual endeavor pre- 
ludes that ballad. Only a standard 
act would have such a weak first 
five minutes because only a stand- 
ard act would be allowed to get 
away with it. For a time it looked 
like they were going to put a crimp 
in the show and that the third act 
would have to sweep up the pieces. 

Long before Tony Pastor was 
lifting vaudeville out of the beer 
garden onto the rostrum, comics of 
uncertain gags discovered that a 
ballad, touchingly rendered, could 
alibi everything. Freda and Palace 
simply proved it again. But there- 
after they got better as comedians 
so between the improvement in 
humor and another ballad they ac- 
tually managed to defer the cue for 
the next turn, 


No disparagement is intended by 
stating that the chief advantage of 
‘Porcelain Romance’ is its brevity. 
Having for public exhibition a dis- 
play of group adagio the display 
is made, completed, in one lengthy 
routine and when the tricks are 
done the act sensibly ends. No at- 
tempt to divide into a series of 
numbers, all repeats on each other, 
as so often happens with adagio 
turns. As the pivotal divertissment 
of the bill, ‘Porcelain Romance’ had 
the requisite speed, directness, and 
ability to arouse audience enthusi- 
asm. 


Thereafter came the hokum. 
Frank Libuse administered the 
tonic. Originally a Chicagoan hay- 
ing as the comedy waiter in various 
local cabarets led hundreds of un- 
suspecting customers to the wrong 
table Libuse was welcomed as one 
well remembered. Libuse works 
hard, but without strain, which is 
the ideal modus operandi for slap- 
stick. He clicked solidly. 

Five alumni of Roxy’s Gang 
closed the bill with a cargo of re- 
finement. Included are Harold 
Clyde Wright, baritone and an- 
nouncer; Adelaide de Loca and Del- 
la Samotlloff, the lady songbirds; 
John Griffin, Irish tenor, and Allen 
Parado, who provided the musical 
foundation on the pianoforte. 

Wright did ‘Marching Home,’ a 
dramatic number well fitted for 
baritoning and a standby with Roxy 
since it originally was introduced 
by Douglas Stanbury. ‘When Irish 
Eyes Are Smiling’ put John Grif- 
fin across easily. This upstanding 
younger brother of Gerald Griffin fs 
a good-looking tenor with an en- 
gaging smile and pleasant manner 
to go with his voice, an effective 
combination of assets, 


All four of the singers got to- 
gether for the quartet from ‘Rigo- 
letto’ and again for Victor Herbert’s 
‘Zing, Zing’ chantey as a curtain. 

Main floor empties on the sides 
confirmed the moderate gross an- 
ticipations. Land, 


JEFFERSON 


Bill opening Saturday was top- 
heavy with hoke, in fact it was 
near all hoke. In an eight-act lay- 
out five depended entirely on low 
comedy to get over and that is 
quite an average for any vaude bill. 


Biz holds up nicely with the first 
show filling the downstairs portion, 
but not to standee proportions as 
on previous Saturdays. No name 
of any special significance here, so 
the house gave all the billing and 
lobby flash to the picture, ‘Caught 
Plastered’ (Radio) which adds still 
more hoke to the bill. 

The show as it ran comprised 
Ishikawa Bros., Betty and Tommy 
Wonder, Werner, Page and Henri, 
Alan Reno and Gang, Heller and 
Riley, Killeen and Henning, Bobby 
Pinkus and Moacail King. All ap- 
pear under New Acts except the 
Ishikawas, Heller and Riley and 
Pinkus. 

The Ishikawa Bros. have been 
in vaude many years and while 
their routine is much along their 
old line of Japanese acrobatic and 
risley work they have a new drop 
that is colorful and the men them- 
selves are dressed more in the 
American mode, in that they wear 
Western long pants and little coats 
of green, The Japs got away slowly 
and one of their feats was omitted 
completely. Finished up strong to 
good applause. 

Betty and Tom Wonder, Werner, 





Page and Henri, Alan Reno and 
Gang, followed in that order (all 
New Acts) then Heller and Riley. 


with their fiy chatter and Miss Hel- 
ler’s singing; Riley has a glib, non- 
chalant style and has several gags 
that border on the blue. 

Killeen and Henning (New Acts) 
stopped the flow of hoke but Bobby 
Pinkus following stepped right into 
it again and so fast with his low 
clowning and awkward falls that 
he was surefire all the way. He is 
given able assistance by his femme 
partner, Isabelle Dwan. TPinkus is 
an agreeable, hardworking type of 
hokester who mixes patter with his 
comedy falis. Closing is Macail 
King (New Acts) recalline the late 
Lillian Leitzel both in stature and 
type of work in midair. Mark. 


ACADEMY 

Stage show takes up 84 minutes, 
with the four acts preceding the 
F. & M. unit using 50 minutes. 
‘Once Upon a Time’ Idea was shot 
in here to substitute for ‘Broken 
Dolls’ Idea. Latter unit was previ- 
ously scheduled to’ be here this half 


but was booked elsewhere. Trailer 


explains the substitution. 

Four acts used lack pace. 
Boreo, featured, is the only 
with pep and snap. Otherwise the 
bill drags a bit, for which there 
should be no reason since each act 
is essentially good. Perhaps the 
freedom given the acts, permitting 
them to take as many encores as 
they want, is to blame for retarding 
the pace. 

Lester and Irving Trio. strong- 
man act, a nice opener. Two boys 
and ono girl. 30th boys begin by 
using the girl for their lifts and 
then go to two-man feats. Have a 
snap finishing bit, wherein the tall 
boy lifts the other chap and the girl 
at the same time. 

Bernard Weber, songster, follows 
with a medley of pops and standard 
tunes. Uses some of the familiar 
Victor Herbert songs, and also sings 
‘Pagliacci?’ in Italian. Latter tune 
doesn’t fit Weber’s high tenor, and 
orchestra drowns him out during 
the rendition. Voice is best for 
Trish tenor airs and pop ballads. 
For finish, Weber asks house to join 
him in the song, ‘Moon Over the 
Mountains.’ Latter bit should be 
omitted. If. they won’t sing with 
him here, they won’t sing with him 
anywhere, and it just makes him 
look foolish. 

Irving Newhoff and Co. shouldn’t 
permit their act to run over 12 min- 
utes. Did 16 here. School teacher- 
pupil crossfire is along familiar 
lines, some of which warrants 
laughs. Majority of the patter flat. 
Uses two stooges, white and colored, 
for comedy. Colored boy rounds out 
with dances and good. 

After an absence of some time 
from vaudeville, Emil Boreo returns 
more. Continental than ever. His 
material is devoted entirely to for- 
eign songs, mostly French, Doesn’t 
do one song in English. 

As usual, it’s his delivery that 
puts him and his stuff over, Uses 
comedy and novelty French songs. 
Does a dramatic impersonation of 
Sarah Bernhardt, followed by ‘La 
Marseillais’ that just doesn’t belong. 
An imitation of Chevalier doing a 
familiar French air closes. Flavor 
of Boreo’s material is rather too 
Continental for neighborhood audi- 
ences. May be oke for Broadway 
picture houses, where they get 
smarter audiences, but not for 
neighbs. 

‘Once Upon a Time’ unit is a fast 
moving bit, with some fine scenic 
effects. Three full stages used, one 
to show the Danube River while a 
trio warbles ‘Blue Danube Waltz’; 
second is an African scene from 
‘Minnie the Moocher’; finale is an 
outstanding piece, a huge prop 
Dinosaur moving about the stage in 
lifelike fashion. For a finish a girl 
is clasped between the jaws of the 
Dinosaur as the prop animal rears 
its head. 

Rae, Ellis and La Rue is the first 
act used. Team does an exhibition 
ballroom. In the final number, trio, 
two boys and a slim girl, put over a 
smart adagio. 

Biossom Sisters have the stage to 
themselves for comedy warbling and 
dancing. One of the girls is a per- 
sonable lass and an oke comedienne. 
A parody Spanish bit, comedy songs 
and dances, complete the act. 

Marion Belett and Lil Lamb do 
their regular act in this unit, hav- 
ing the spot to themselves. Good 
comedy act. Boy is lanky and girl 
quite’ short. Slapstick comedy, 
helped by the high kicks and diffi- 
cult splits of the youth, while the 
girl rounds out with a series of 
spins. 

‘Spider’ (Fox) feature. 


61,000 Speaks 


(Continued from page 1) 





Emile 
party 





boost in cost to the patron. One 
speak on the Westchester shore has 
an orchestra combination and spe- 
cialties, with the owner coming 
down to New York now and then 
to pick up special added attractions. 
They’re never advertised, but the 
folks who attend get move than they 
might have in opposition drinkies. 

Speak patrons often tip the spe- 
cialty entertainers or orchestras, 





with that helping to defray over- 


| This pair did very well especially | head for the proprietors. 


Hollywood Shorts. 


(Conitnued from page 23) 
pitcher, then I'll pay you back righ 
away. 

This man who makes the cowboy 
pitchers is a wonderful man, very 
good looking with a small boil on 
his chin which will fade away in no 


| 





time. He never made no pitcherg 
before, just coming in from Okla- 
homa, where he made a lots of 


money selling blankets to Indians, 
All Indians wear blankets, ma, but 
I guess nobody thought of selling 
them before. 

I been out to dinner with him @ 
couple of times, and no funny stuff, 
honest. He has a big car, brand 
new, and I feel kind of ashame 
when Ot sees me getting into it, him 
still without a job. But he won’é 
talk, ma, 

I got to close because I’m taking 
another riding lesson today. It’s 
lots of fun, oney your mussles get 
stiff. You'll be proud of me whem 
I'm a star in cowboy pitchers. 

Please don’t get mad about thd 
money, ma, I knelt down and 
prayed to find out what to do when 
the money come, and I saw a big 
sine in gold letters on the wall 
which sed, Be a cowboy pitcher star, 
Ma, it’s a sine from Heven and I got 
to follow it. 

Honest, ma. Love, ma. 

Elsie, 


Hollywood, April 12, 
Dear Ma: 

Why aint I heard from you? Don’§ 
be sore about the money, because ¥ 
got enough trouble already. Don’t 
be mad, ma, I got so much trouble, 

That man who was going to make 
me a cowboy pitcher star, his name 
is Jed Russell, hes a fake. Hes 
going around with another girl now 
and she thinks shés going to be the 
star in the pitcher.. O, if she oney 
knew before she makes a foolish 
mistake, ' 

And before he left me flat I had 
a seen with Ot about him. I was 
going out of the house to get into 
Jeds car and I bumped into Ot.. § 
said, hello dont be mad at me Ot, 
and Ot looked at me a long time 
and said, maybe I made a mistake 
about you. I said what do you 
mean, and he said your big car ig 
waiting for you while I tramp the 
streets looking for work. Ma, I got 
so mad I left him have it on the 
cheek, and he just stared at me an@ 
walked away. O, ma. 

And that same day Jed was driv« 
ing along and he told me he wag 
sorry but the pitcher stuff if off. I 
started to cry, already all worked 
up about Ot, and ast him whagé 
about him and me. He said that 
was off too, and when I cried harder 
he told me to shut up and stopped 
the car and pushed me out, right 
on Gower street in front of Colum<« 
bia studio. Hes a snake ma, and £ 
know it now that I found out about 
the other girl thinking shes going 
to be in the pitcher. Worse yet I 
found out at Tec Art that Jed aint 
even rented a stick of wood there, 
let alone a set. 

I can ride pretty good now, ma, 
but what the hell! The money’s 
almost all gone and I havent got no 
no friends or nothing. If you can 
please send me buss fare again I 
promise Ill get on the buss and 


come home. Please ma, dont be 
mad, telegram me again with 
money, 


All men are bums and you are @ 
woman too, 1a. Give my love to 
father dear. You must help me, ma, 
Love, 

Elsie, 





Hollywood, April 18, 
Dear Ma: 


dear. Nothing is happening and I 
dont like Hollywood no more. 

Poor Ot looks so hungry and tired 
but he won’t talk. Get me out of 
here for the sake of your own flesh 
and blood, Love, 

Elsie 





Hollywood, April 21, @ 

O, ma, you got to help me! Mrs, 
Bentle is suing Mr. Bentle the bum 
for divorce and she said awful things 
about him and me and the papers 
is full of it. Ma, reporters keep 
coming to my room and when J 
won't talk they get fresh. The land« 
lady said if this kept up shes going 
to throw me out, even if I do owe @ 
lot of room rent. 

Ma, the shame of the awful lieg 
Mrs, Bentle said in her divoredé 
thing about me. I am ruined, ma 
Take me home ma because it keeps 
getting worse. Send me buss fara 
before I cant stand it no longer, 





Il die, Love, 


Elsie y 


Please telegram me money, mother ; 


a». 


But don’t think I did ma, ~ 
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: Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (OCT. 3) 


THIS WEEK 


(SEPT. 26) 


Numerals in connection with bills below ind.cate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 
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RKO 





————— 
NEW YORK CITY 
Palace (3) 
Kate Smith_ 
(Others to fill) 

(26) 


& Maret 
Bernice & Emily 
Norman Thomas 
Ed G Robinston 
Kate Smith 

Shaw & Lee 
Dorothy Stone Co 
Richy Craig Jr 


Prosper 





George Fisher 
LaSalle & Mack 
Fred Sanborn Co 
2d half (30-2) 
Reed & Bold 
Aunt Jemima 
Hap Farnell & M 
Tracy & Laura 
Dance Personalities 
Albert Powell 
BROOKLYN, N. Y. 
Albee (3) 
Bud Harris 














[PROVEN BEST 


CONSTANT TEST 

JACK POWELL 

“RAP TAP TAP” 
Dir. LEDDY & SMITH 














Chester 

ist half (3-6) 
Lee Gale Ens 
Fulton & Parker 
Morris & Campbell 
Frescott 

2d half (7-9) 
$8 Lordens 
Anita Case 
Naughton & Gold 
Ledova 

2d half (30-2) 
Robinson Dewitt 
Ada Brown 
Ferry Corwey 
Pop Cameron 

Coliseum 

ist half (3-6) 
B & E Newall 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (7-9) 
Wm Gaxton 
Medley & Dupree 


© @atIwo to fill) 


2d half (30-3) 
Yoki Japs 
Reiss & Dunn 
Joe Phillips 
De Marcos 
86th St. 
Ist half (3-6) 
Medley & Dupree 
(Others to fill) 
2d half (7-9) 
Benny Ross 
Eddie Deas Orch 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (30-2) 
Rubio Sis 
Bayes & Speck 
Gloria Foy 
Bobby Pincus 
H'lyw'd Collegians 
Fordham 
1st half (3-6) 
@To fill) 
2d half (7-9) 
Wills & Davis 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (30-2) 
4 Robeys 
Lander Bros 
Morton Downey 
Lewis & Moore 
Franklin 
Ist half (3-6) 
Radcliffe & Bob 
Sully & Morrison 
Jones & Lee 
Clara Morton 
Swanee 
B Thomashefesky 
2d half (7-9) 
Market Sis & 
Carlton Bros 
Joe Young Co 
Devito & Denny 
Archer Angel 
Primrose Seamon 
2d half (30-2) 
Roy Sediley Co 
Virginia Bacon Co 
Koran 
Joe Wong & Fumi 
Werner Paige & H 
Hippodrome (3) 
Royal Uyenus 
Bayes & Speck 
Lucius Millinder 


A & M Havel 
Nick Lucas 
(Two to fill) 
(26) 
Olvera Bros 
Wilton Sis 
Wm Gaxton Co 
Medley & Dupree 
Pearce & Velie 
Flushing 
ist half (3-6) 
Wm Gaxton Co 
Wills & Davis 
2d haif (7-9) 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (30-2) 
Hite Kenny & C 
Tiny Town Rev 
Georgie Price 
Raymond Wilbert 
Kenmcre 
Ist haif (3-6) 
Chas Carrier 
Foy Foy & Foy 
Irene Vermillion 
Jack McLallen 
2d half (7-9) 
E & J Rooney 
Hetty Cross 
Dave Apollon Co 
(One to fill) 
2d half (30-2) 
G & P Magley 
J & J McKenna 
Armida 
Joe Browning 
Madison 
Ist half (3-6) 
3 Lordens 
Anita Case 
Naughton & Gold 
Ledova 
2d half (7-9) 
Lee Gale Ens 
Fulton & Parker 
Morris & Campbell 
Frescott 
2d half (30-2) 
Turner Bros 
Ada Gordon Co 
Eddie Hall Co 
Count Bernivici Co 
N, O. 
Palace 
Ist half (3-6) 
Denno & Rochelle 
Al Abbott 
Lita Grey Chaplin 
Conlin & Glass 
2d half (7-9) 
International 4 
Clyde Cook 
Teck Murdock 
Sid Marion 
2d half (30-2) 
Colby & Murray 
Coscia & Verdi 
Kitty Doner 
Summers & Hunt 
ALBANY, N. ¥ 


Keith's 
Ist half (3-6) 
Carol Rev 


Lynn Doree 
Wally Vernon 
Les Klicks 

2d half (7-9) 
White Flashes 





Bert Kelton 














“3—ACTS—3 


Loew’s State This Week 
1. BOB CARNEY 
2. JEAN GRANESE 
3. JOSEPH POPE JONES 


Placed by 
LEDDY & SMITH 














Downey & Claridge 
Wilson Sis 
Eddie Hall 
(26) 
Harry J Conley 
Fred Sanborn 
Benny Ross 
Dolores Farris 
Earl LaVere 
2 White Flashes 
Russian Art Circus 
3 Ryans 
Jefferson 
ist half (3-@ 
red Sanborr 
Ray Huling & Seal 
Webb & Hall 
Gale & Carson 
2d half (7-9) 
Sully & Morrison 
Leonard Martov 
B Thomashefesky 
Virginia Bacon Co 
Walter Dare Wahl 
2d half (30-2) 
Harry Savoy Co 
Downey & Ciaridge 
4 Dough Boys 
Lucius Millinder 
Haynes 
Fawcett 
Royal 
24 half (3-6) 
1 Neiman 
iff Nazzaro 
Neil & Manners 
“hree to fill) 
2a hale (7-9) 
Foy . Foy 


* Usber 


yeorze 


(Two to fill) 
2d haif (30-2) 
Sherman & McVey 
Lou Pollock Co 
Gaines Bros 
ANN ARB'R, M’'CH 
Michigan 
Ist half (3-6) 
Frank Libuse 
2d half (7-9) 
(Show to filly 
2d half (30-2) 
Roy Cummings 
(Two to fill) 
ATLANTA. GA 
Keith’s (3) 
Chaney & Fox 
Paul Mall 
Eddie Stanley 
Y'gst'rs of Y st'rd’y 
(26) 
& Feet of Rhythm 
Furman 8S & L 
Pepito 
Puck & White 
B’RM’GHAM, ALA. 
Keith's (3) 
8 Feet of Rhythm 
Furman S & L 
Pepito 
Puck & White 
(26) 
Stanley Bros & A 
Talent & Merit 
Vanessi 
Burns & Kissen 
BOSTON, MASS. 
Keith's (3) 
Mario & Lazaria 
Lewis & Moore 





Emil Boreo 
Cocoanut Grove Or 
(26) 
Justa 4 
Whitey & Ed 
Charles King 
Barry & Whitledge 
Chinese Collegians 
BUFFALO, N. Y. 
Hippodrome (3) 
Dorothea Co 

Joe Terinini 

Olsen & Johnsoa 
(One to fi 


Ford 


Rio Bros 
Rita Burgess Gould 
Johnny Burke 
Al B White 
C’D’R RAPIDS, IA. 
Keith's 

Ist half (3-6) 
(Show to fill) 

2d half (7-9) 
Murand & Girton 
Melson & Irm'‘n’tte 
Vercille Sis 


2d half (30-%) 
Bob Bob & Bobbie 
5 Gym Jam Girls 
Harrison & Elmo 


CHICAGO, IL, 
Palace (3) 

LaBelle Pola 

Bernice Claire 

Hurst & Vogt 

June Carr 

Max Fisher's Or 

(26) 

5 Elgins 

Freda & Palace 

Porcelain Romance 

Frank Libuse Co 

Roxy’s Gang 

CINCINNATI, O. 
Albee (3) 


Bill Robinson 


| Carl Freed Co 
K’L’M’Z00, MICH. 
State 
Ist half (3-6) 
Roundup of Steps 
Nash & Fately 
5 Honey Boys 
2d half (7-9) 
James Evans Co 
Ei Cleve 
Colby Murry Rev 
2d half (30-2) 
Wilson Keppel & B 
Cardini 
Ward & Van 
KANS. CITY, 
Keith's (5) 
Lewis & Altee 
Crowell & Allan 
Ben Blue 
(26) 
Edler & Reed Bros 
Phil Rich 
Marion Sunshine 
Larry Rich Co 
LANSING, MICH. 
Strand 
Ist haf (3-6) 
Gordon's Dogs 
Major Sharp 
Carl Freed Co 
2d half (7-9) 
Wilson Kepple & B 
Cardini 
Ward & Van 
LINCOLN, NEB. 
Lyric (3) 
Bob Stickney 
Bobby Folsom 
Howard Fine & H 
L’S ANG’L’S, CAL, 
Hillstreet (3) 
Joe Peanuts 
Nell Kelly 
Maidie & Ray 
Bob Hope & Antics 
(26) 


MO. 





George Tapps’ Rev 





“His rendition of 
out-Chevaliers Chevalier. 
Oct. 2-3-4—Orpheum, 


JEROME MANN 


Maurice Chevalier almost 


"Vancouver ‘‘Sun.' 
Tacoma, Wash. 








‘Hot from Harlem’ 
(26 


LaBelle Pola 
Bernice Claire 
Hurst & Vogt 
June Carr Co 
Max Fisher's Orch 


CLEVELAND, O. 
Palace (3) 

5 Elgins 

Edith Bow 

Freda & Palace 

Porcelain Romance 

Joe E Brown 

(26) 

Denno & Rochelle 

Joe Termini 

Estelle Taylor 

Conlin & Glass 

6 Belfords 


105th St. (3) 
Wallace Sis 
Bob Nelson 
Owen McGivney 
Anger & Fair 
(26) 
Lita Wales 
Harry Delimar’s Rv 
COLUMBUS, O. 
Keith’s (3) 
Donatella Bros Co 
Sid Page 
Blanche Sweet Co 
Healey & Cross 
(26) 
Bill Robinson 
‘Hot from Harlem’ 
DAVENPORT, IA. 
Keith's 
ist half (3-6) 
Bob Bob & Bobbie 
5 Gym Jam Girls 
Harrison & Elmo 
2d half (7-9) 
(To fill) 
2d half (30-2) 
Bentell & Gould 
Pat Henning 
4 Ortons 
DES MOINES, IA. 
Keith's 


Ist half (3-6) 
Murand & Girton 
Melson & Ir’m'tte 
Varcelle Sis 

2d half (7-9) 
DeToregoes 
Caligary Bros 
Spence Doris & C 

2d half (30-2) 
Bob Stickney 
Bobby Folsom 
Howard Fine & H 
DETROIT, MICH. 

Hollywood 

ist half (3-6) 
Colby Murray Rev 
Rube Demarest 

2d half (7-9) 
Nash & Fately 


Our Gang 
2d half (30-2) 
Muriel! Kaye Co 
Jack Wavier 
FLINT, MICH. 
Plaza 
Ist half (3-6) 
Muriel Kaye Co 


Don Galvin 

Roy Cummings 
2d half (7-9) 

Gordon's Dogs 

Maior Sharp & M 

Carl Freed Co 
2d half (30-2) 

4 Casting Stars 


Pileer & Douglas 
Britt Wood 
IND'N’P’LIS, IND. 


Keith’s (3) 
Sargent & Lewis 


Bob Ripa 

Dave Vine 

Kelly & Paige Sis 
(26) 

Roundup of Steps 

Rath Bros 


Fred Pisano Co 
Bob Albright Co 
Jack Major 
Eddie Nelson 
JACKSON, MICH. 
Michigan 

Ist half (3-6) 
Wilson Kepple & B 
Cardini 
Ward & Van 

2d half (7-9) 
Roundup of Steps 
5 Honey Boys 

2d half (30-2) 
Gordon's Dogs 
Major Sharp & M 





John Steele 
Harlemania 
Stuart & Lash 
LOUISVILLE, KY. 

Keith’s (3) 
Stanley Bros & A 
Talent & Merit 
Bob Albright Co 
May Joyce 
Wm Edmunds Co 
Eddie Nelson 

(26) 

Marion Wilkes Co 
El Cleve 
Bob Ripa 
Lubin Larry & A 
Wilson Bros 
Nellie Arnaut Co 


MADISON, WIS. 
Keith’s 
ist half (3-6) 
The Agemos 
Irving Edwards 
20th Century Rev 
2d half (7-9) 
Marion Wilkes Co 
Hunter & Percival 
(One to fill) 
2d half (30-2) 
Neale Sis 
The Ghezzis 
Johnny Perkins 
MIN’P’LIS, MINN. 
Keith’s (3) 
Swan Lucille & C 
Lasiter Bros 
Harrington Sis 
Herman Timberg 
(26) 


Aussie & Czech 

Flo Lewis 

Eddie Garr 

Gus Edwards’ Rev 

NEWARK, N. Jd. 
Keith’s (3) 

Hugh Skelly Co 

Aunt Jemima 

Chas Ahern Co 

(Two to fill) 

(26) 
Albertina Rasch Co 
Wee Willie Robyn 
Brems F & M Bros 
‘N Y to Paris’ 

B & J Brown 

N. ORLEANS, LA. 
Orpheum (3) 

A & G Falls 

Creckett’s Mtneers 

Chesleigh & Gibbs 

Wally Jackson Co 

(26) 
Chaney & Fox 
Paul Mall 
Eddie Stan'ey 
Y’gst’rs of Y’st’rd’y 
OAKLAND, CAL, 

Keith's (3) 
The Duponts 
Morton & Chandler 
Arnaut Bros 
Frank Richardson 

(26) 

Joe Peanuts 

Nell Kelly 

Maidie & Ray 

Bob Hope & Antics 
OKLA, CITY, OK. 

Keith’s (3) 

/ Edler & Reed Bros 
Phil Rich 
Larry Rich Co 
(26) 

Zelda Bros 
Frank Conville 
Dancing On 
Pillard & Hillier 

OMAHA, NEB. 
Keith's (3) 
Lee 2 
< North 
Annie Judy & Zeke 
Ann Codee 

(26) 

Lewis & Altee 
Crowell & Allen 
Ben Blue 


Ist half (3-6) 
Hlickey Bros 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (7-9) 
Bozo 
(Two to filly 

2d half (30-2) 
T.ee lee Lee & Lee 
Grant Withers 
PORTLAND, ORE. 

Keith's (3) 
Rhapsody in Silk 
Birnes & kaye 
Karyl Norman 





‘Stanley 2 





Harry Burns Ce 
(26 
Stanley 2 
Eddie White 
Ross & Bennett 
ROCHEST’R, N, Y. 
Keith’s (3) 
Allison Sis 
Dick Henderson 
Rimac’s Orch . 
Kramer & Boyle 
(26) 
Wallace Sis 
Bob Nelson 
Owen McGiveney 
Anger & Fair 
ROCKFOKD, ILL. 
Keith's 
Ist half (3-6) 
Neale Sis 
The’ Ghezzis 
Johnny Perkins 
2d half (7-9) 
Nan Halperin 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (3 
The Agemos 
Irving Edwards 
20th Century Rev 
S’CR’M’NTO, CAL. 
Plaza (3) 


0-2) 


Eddie White 
Ross & Bennett 
Runaway 4 

(26) 
Southern Gaieties 
Leon Navarra 
Henry Bergman Co 





Gracello & Theo 

Seed & Austin 

SYRACUSE, N. Y. 
Keith’s (3) 

Robinson DeWitt 

Ada Brown 

Ferry Corway 

Pop Cameron 


(26) 
3 Allison Sis 
Dick Henderson 
Rimac’s Orch 
Kramer & Boyle 
TACOM4’4, WASH. 
Keith’s (3) 
F & E Monroe 
Jerome Mann 
Hibbitt & Hartman 
Anatole’s Affairs 
(26) 
Rhapsody in Silk 
Birnes & Kaye 
Karyl Norman 
Harry Burns Co 
T’RE HW’UTE, IND. 
Keith’s 
Ist half (3-6) 
El Cleve 
Marion Wilkens 
2d half (7-9) 
Wilson Bros 
Nellie Arnaut Co 
2d half (30-2) 
James Evans Co 
Rube Demarest Co 
5 Honey Boys 
TOLEDO, O. 
Rivoli (3) 
Lido Ladies 








HARRY SAVOY in the 


‘OLE HOKUM BUCKET’ 


Dir. LEDDY & 


SMITH 








Hal Sherman 
SAGINAW, MICH. 
Temple 
Ist half (3-6) 
4 Casting Stars 
Pilcer & Douglas 
Britt Wood 

2d half (7-9) 
Muriel Kaye Co 
Don Galvin 
Roy Cummings 

2d half (30-2) 
Vardell Bros 
Nash & Fately 
Keller Sis & Lynch 
SALT LAKE, UT. 

Liberty (3) 
Lois Torres 
Eddie Miller Co 
M & A Skelly 
P Rooney & Pat Jr 
9 


(26) 
Lee 2 
Jack North 
Annie Judy & Zeke 
Ann Codee 
S’N F’RISCO, CAL. 
Golden Gate (3) 
Southern Gaieties 
Leon Navarra 
Henry Bergman 
Hal Sherman 

(26) 
The Duponts 
Morton & Chandler 
Arnaut Bros 
Frank Richardson 





Cascia & Verdi 
Kitty Doner 
Billy Glason 
26) 
Kluting’s Co 
Forum Boys 
Dodge 2 
Sammy Cohen 
TORONTO, CAN. 
Hippodrome (3) 
Flo Mayo 
Rio Bros 
Rita Burgess Gould 
Johnny Burke 
Al B White 
(26) 
Mangean Girls 
Gerald Griffin Co 
Lew Hearn Co 
Ann Seymour 
Eddie Deas Bd 
TROY, N. ¥. 
Keiths’ 
ist half (3-6) 
Gaines Bros 
Lew Pollock Co 
Sherman & McVey 
Mel Klee 
Carol Rev 
Lynn Doree 
Wally Vernon 
Les Klicks 
2d half (30-2) 
Zelaya 
Bee & Ray Gorman 
Lytell & Fant 
Hatt & Herman 








CHRISTENSEN 


BROS. AND COMPANY 


Great Dancing, Great 


Music, 


Great Settings 


Playing a Great Cireuit 


This week RKO 


Orpheum Theatre 
Vancouver, B. C 








SCN’N’CT’DY, N.Y. 
Keith's 
Ist half (3-6) 
Zalaya 
B & R Gorman 
Lytell & Fant 
2d half (7-9) 
Gaines Bros 
Lew Pollock Co 
Sherman & McVey 
Mel Klee 
2d half (30-2) 
Charles Ahearn 
Newell & Most 
Cliff Nazarro 
Seiler Wills Co 
SEATTLE, WASH. 
Keith’s (3) 
Christensen Bros 
Ray Hughes & P 
Bernard & Henrie 
Joe Laurie Jr Co 
(26) 
F & E Monroe 
Jerome Mann 
Hibbitt & Hartman 
Anatole’s Affairs 
SIOUX CITY, IA. 
Keith’s (3) 
Caligary Bros 
Spence Doris & C 
DeToregoes 
ST. LOUIS, 
Keith’s (3) 
Gwrnne Co 
Marion Sunshine 
Weaver Bros & E 
Home Folks 
26) 
Donatella Bros Co 
Clyde Cook 





UNION CITY, N. J. 
Keith's 
ist half (3-6) 
Bert Kelton 
Benny Ross Co 
Abe Reynolds 
2d half (7-9) 
Gresham & Blake 
(Two to fill) 
VANCOUV’R, B. C. 
Keith’s (3) 
C & J Preisser 
Ann Pritchard 
Art Henry 
Togo 
(26) 


Ray Hughes & P 
Bernard & Henry 
Joe Laurie Jr Co 


YONKERS, N. Y. 
Keith’s 


Ist half (3-6) 
DeVito & Denny 
LaSalle & Mack 
Virginia Bacon Co 

2d half (7-9) 
Hickey Bros 
Gus Mulcahy 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (30-2) 
Sully & Morrison 
Don Francisco 
Radcliffe & Bob 
Funny Sheets 
Bert Kelton 
YOUNGSTOWN, 0. 

Keith's 

Ist half (3-6) 
International 4 
Hunter & Percival 








Picture Theatres 








NEW YORK CITY 
Broadway (26) 
Joe E Brown 
Brox Sis 
Maxellos 
Jack Pepper 
‘Pagan Lady’ 
Capitol (25) 
Paul Kirkland 
Gold & Raye 
Milton Douglas 
Anita Avila 
African Rhythm K 
Free Soul’ 
Paramount (25) 
Barry & Fitzgibb'’n 
Williams & Del'ne’y 
Janet Roede 
Rubinoff 
Miriam Lax 
Stella Power 
‘American Tragedy’ 
Roxy (25) 
‘Black & White’ R 
Patricia Bowman 
Nina Polsey 
Margaret Sande 
The Roger 
Pryor Dodge 3 
C Ayres & Rene Co 
‘Riders of Purple’ 
CHICAGO, ILL 
Oriental (2) 
Clara Lu & Em 
Trixie Friganza 
Harris 2 & M’r'tta 
Tivoli (2) 
Thurston 





BUFFALO, N. Y¥. 
Buffalo (25) 
‘Fashion Vanities’ 

Bosewell Sis 

Wm Heneger Co 

‘My Sin’ 

Hippodrome (26) 

Johnny Burke 

Rite Burgess Gould 

White & Morton 

3 Rio Bros 

Flo Mayo 

‘Phantom of Paris’ 

CLEVELAND, OG, 
State (25) 

‘Auditions’ 

Al Wohlman 

R’'ss'll & Armstr’ng 

Geraldine 

Oueen Queen & Q’n 

‘Daughter of D’g’n’ 

DETROIT, MICH. 
Fisher (25) 

Arnold Johnson Bd 

Bernice Stone 

‘I Like Your Nerve’ 
Fox (25) 

‘Sketches’ I 

Stan Meyers 

‘Wicked’ 

Michigan (25) 
Trixie Friganza 
‘Personal Maid’ 
PR’VIDENCE, BR. I. 

Fay'’s (25) 
Huber 
Tracy & Hay 
Hamilton Girls 
Seed & Snyder 
Larry Saunders 





Chamberlain & H's 
Marinelli Girls 
Gates Ave. 

ist half (3-6) 
Laing Bros 
Don Cummings Co 
Jack & K Spangler 
Lane & Harper 
Marinelli Girls 

2nd half (7-9) 
Pelle & Cole 
Janis & Corday 
Ross & Costello 
Eric Zardo Bd 
(One to fill) 
Metropolitan (3) 
4 Danubes 
Jean Granese Co 
W Dare Wahl Co 
Spanish Carnival 


ist half 
Natoma 
Day & Conroy 
Jean Bedini Co 
Bob Murphy 


Bud & Elinore Coll 
2nd half (7-9) 
Stetson 


Henry J Kelly Co 
Dalton & Craig 
Frank Melino Co 
Ardine & Tyrell Rv 
Valencia (3) 
Adler & Bradford 
Roma Bros 
Don Howard 
ASTORIA, L. I 
Triboro 
ist half (3-6) 
Larimer & Hudson 
Carita Co 
Ross & Costello 
Eric Zardo Bd 
(One to fill) 
2nd half (7-9) 
Ladella & Nathan 
H Foster Welch 
Joe-May & Dotty 
Jean Carroll Co 
(One to fill) 
BALTIMORE, MD. 
Century (3) 
Bert Frohman 
Ben Omar 
Wm Haines 
BAY RIDGE, L. I. 
Loew's 
1st half (3-6) 
Stetson 





Glenn & Jenkins 
Rosette & Luttman 
CLEVELAND, QO. 


State (3) 
Polly Moran 
Hal Yates 


Jones & Hull 

P Sydell & Spotty 

COLUMBUS, OHIO 
Ohio (3) 

Stadler & Rose 

Fields-Smith & F"’s 

Davey & R Marie 

Marietta 

Tom Fullmer 

JERSEY CY., N. Jd. 
Loew’s (3) 

Ted Lewis 

Chas Whittier 

Dixie 4 

Tiffany Twins 

Little Teddy 

MONTREAL, CAN. 
Loew's (3) 

P Yocan Co 

Sandy Derson Co 

Abbott & Robey 

Great Nicola 

NEWARK, N. J. 
State (3) 

Liazeed Tr 

Caits Bros 

Frances Arms Co 

Heller & Reilly 

Romby Co 

PITTSBURGH, PA. 
Penn (3) 

Condos Bros 

Christy & Nelson 

Miles & Kover 

Jack Reid 

Rudy Mason 

ROCHESTER, N. J. 
Loew's (3) 

Al Wohlman 

Russell & Arm'tong 

Geraldine 

Frank Farnum 

3 Queens 

SYRACUSE, N. Y. 
State (3) 

3 Brown Buddies 

Wilton & Weber 

Ted Claire 

WASH’GTON, D.C. 
Palace (3) 

Lottie Mayer 

Fritz & J Hubert 

Horton Spurr 

Carl Emmy's Pets 














BOB CARNEY 
JOLLY JESTER 


Care of LEDDY & SMITH 








B'nard-Jackson, T° 
Jackie Maye Co 
(One to fill) 
2nd haif (7-9) 
Geraldine Sis 
Cliff Nazarro Co 
Millard & Marlin 
V Haworth Co 
(One to fill) 
BOSTON, MASS. 
Orpheum (3) 
Miacahua 
Borsoni Co 
J Francis Dooley 





so N. Y¥. 


Aeow’'s 

1st half (3-6) 
Gannon & Perez 
H Foster Welch 
Chamberlain & H's 
Lang & Haley 
(One to fill) 

2nd half (7-9) 
Larimer & Hudson 
Jean Bedini Co 
Francis & Wally 
Bud & Elore Coll 
(One to filly 





Fanchon & Marco 








OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 Broadway 


This Week: 
PEARSON BROS.—THE SALUOS 








Lita Grey Chaplin 

Sid Marion Co 

Brook Johns 

ST. PAUL, MINN, 
Keith's (3) 

Aussie & Czech 

Flo Lewis 

Eddie Garr 

Gus Edwards’ Rev 


(26) 
Don Valerio 
Will Aubrey 





Teck Murdock Co 
Clyde Cook 

2d half (7-9) 
Denno & Rochelle 
Al Abbott 
Lita Grey Chaplin 
Conlin & Glass 

2a half (30-2) 
Dorothea Co 
Hope Vernon 
Olsen & Johnson 





Loew 








NEW YORK CITY 
Boulevard 

Ist half (3-6) 
Pelle & Cole 
Reeves 4 
Moss & Frye 
Sally Rand Co 
(One to fill) 

fnd half (7-9) 
Ralstons 
Bob Carbone Co 
B’'nard-Jackson, T’ 
J Maye & Show PF’ 

Orpheum 

lat half (3-6) 
Alf Loyal’s Dogs 
Buddy Doyle 
R & R Romaine Co 
Frank Melino Co 
Jean Carroll Co 

2nd half (7-9) 
Lou Cameron Co 
Bob Murphy 





N Gallo-P Tisen Bd 
(Two to fill) 
Paradise (3) 
Dave Schooler 
Julia Curtis 
O'Connor Fam 
State (3) 
P Kirkland Co 
Melody Parade 
Chas Foy Co 
(Two to fill) 
BROOKLYN, N. Y. 
46th St. 

Ist half (3-6) 
Van Cello & Mary 
Nathan & Haaga 
Don Kennelli Co 
Willie Solar 
Roye & Maye Rev 

2nd half (7-9) 
Al Johnston & Girls 
A Randolph Co 
Lydelle-Gallo & R’ 





NEW YORK, N. Y. 
Academy 
ist half (2-5) 
‘Broken Dolls’ I 
C Bennington Bd 
Mowatt & Hardy 
3 Comets 
Sddie Hill 
Gautier’s H’t Dogs 
Sunkist Ens 
Andubon 
2nd half (6-8) 
‘Broken Dolls’ I 
C Bennington Bd 
Mowatt & Hardy 
3 Comets 
Eddie Hill 
Gautier's H’t Dogs 
Sunkist Ens 
ATLANTA, GA, 
Fox (2) 
‘Carnival’ I 
Raynor Lehr 
Teddy The Bear 
The Andresens 
Cropley & Violet 
Carla Torney Girls 
BRIDGEPORT, CT. 
Fox Poli (2) 
‘Carmenesque’ I 
Melino & Davis 
Rose Valyda 
Raye Saxe 
3 Matadors 
3 Madrinas 
Sunkist Ens 
BROOKLYN, N. Y¥. 
Fox (2) 
NS EW 
Jack Waldron 
Miss Harriet 
Glen Dale 
E vira Tanzi 
Helen O'Shea 


Togo 
Sunkist Ens 
BOSTON, MASS. 


Metropolitan (2) 
‘Marches Militaire’ 
Charles Irwin 
Large & Morgner 





Rodney & Gould 
Sunkist Ens 


BUFFALO, N. Y. 
Shea’s (2) 

‘Art Gallery’ I 

Felovis 

Eddie Cole 

Bob, Andy & Todd 

Josephine 

The Gachalots 

Olga & Lester 

Herculean 3 

LaMarr Bros 

Mavis & Ted 

Marion & Kathryne 

CHICAGO, ILL 

Chicago (2) 

‘About Town’ I 

Ted & Al Waldman 

Max & Co 

Ben Dova 

Paul Olsen 

Joe Pasco 

Sunkist Ens 
Paradise (2%) 

‘Vaudeville Rev’ 

Sue Russell 

Hinky & Dinky 

Adrianna 

Doyle & Donnelly 

6 Gordonians 

3 Rhythm Girls 
Uptown (2) 

‘Hot Java’ I 

Weston & Lyons 

Armanda Chirot 

Noree 

3 Samuels Bros 

Vincent Yerro 

Sunkist Ens 

DETROIT, MICH. 


Fox (2) 
Tomorrow's Stars’ 
Bernie & Walker 
Mary Mies 
Wanda Allen 
Anderson & Allen 
Zelma 
Fern Dale 


Buddy & Gretel 
Chiyo Kadematsu 


Helen Ireland 
Dorothy Welch 
Theol Nelson 


HARTFORD, CT. 
Capitol (2) 

‘Exotique’ I 

Claudia Coleman 

Graumann, H's, V’e 

Ramon & Virginia 

Elmer Herling 

Eno Tr 

Sunkist Ens 

HOL’WOOD, CAL. 
Pantages (1) 

‘Parasols’ I 

Capt. Willie Mauss 

G Sheldon & Sherry 

Anthony 

Mignone 

Earlene 

Ray Anegewin 

Sunkist Ens 

LOS A’G’L’S, CAT. 

Loew's State (30) 

‘Tintypes’ I 

Presslar & Klaiss 

Aaron Sis 

Cy Landry 

Oscar Taylor 

Sunkist Ens 

MILWAUK’E, WIS. 
Wisconsin (2) 

‘All at Sea’ I 

Ben Bard 

Lester & Garson 

iregory & Raymon 

Matt Brooks 

Sunkist Ens 





Del Chain 
J & H Grimth 
Jimmy Clemong 
Buster & Browa 
Dorothy Thieme 
Collenette Ballet 
SAN FR’SCO, CcCAx 
Fox (1) 
‘Montmartre’ I 
o— Jackson 
dolores, D's & mY 
Duval Sis 
Don Julian & Marg 
James La Marr “= 
David Robe! 
B’her de Valery Ce 
SEATTLE, Was 
ye aramount (pe 
‘Nursery Rhymeg’ 
Lucille Sis — 
Schichtl’s W’'d'ttes 
Hart, W'tone & Py 
Barbarina & Pal 
Novelty Clinton 


Sunkist Ens 


SPOKANE, WASE, 
Fox (3) 
‘Black & White’ Y 
G D Washingtog 
Clifford & Brent 
Dolly Kramer 
Rose Glesby 
Marie Le Filohte 
Margaretalice Head 
Sunkist Ens 
SP’GFIELD, MASS, 
Fox Poli (2) 
‘Five Races’ I 








EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED 
GARMENTS FOR GENTLEMEN 





EN ROCKE 


1632 B’way. at 50th St.. N. Y. City 





MIN’POLIS, MINN. 
Minnesota (2) 
‘Modern Minstrels’ 

Harry Jo!son 
Orren & Monte 
Harry Van Fossen 
Mark Nelson 
Jack Russell 
Esther Campbell 
NEW HAVEN, CT. 
Paramount (2) 
‘Around World’ 
H & Frances Usher 
Nord & Jeanne 
Tex Morrissey 
Phyllis DuBarry 
Globe Trotters 
N. ORLEANS, LA. 
State (2) 
‘Russian Art’ I 
Bill Telaak 
Bud Hanley 
Olga & Mishka 
Walters Duo 
Mecha Bessoff Orch 
Eddie Kube 
Wasil Wania 
Dina Larina 
Russian Eng 
OAKLAND, CAL, 
Oakland (1) 
‘La Plaza’ I 
Les Gellis 
Skeeter & Ray 
Nelly Fernandez 
Lucinda & Ricardo 
Eduardo Delgado 
Agustin Palofox 
Estelita 
Spanish Ens 
PH’DELPHIA, PA. 
Fox (2) 
‘Once Upon a T’e’ I 
Belett & Lamb 
Raye, Ellis & LaR’ 
The Blossoms 
Beverly Gae 
Franklyn Record 
Sunkist Ens 
PORTLAND, ORE. 
Paramount (2) 
‘Greetings’ I 








Frank Jenks 
Danny Small Ce 
Adams Sis 
Kanazawa Tr 
Chief Clearsky 
ST. LOUIS, MO, 
Fox (2) 
‘Circus Days’ I 
Bee Starr 
Lil St Leon Co 
Nelson's Plephants 
C Sayton Co 
Hooper & Gatchett¢ 
TOLEDO, OHIO 
Paramount (2) 
‘3 Big Figures’ 
5 Jansleys 
Haline Francis 
Muriel Gardner 
Lou Barrison 
Harold Stanton 
Sunkist Ens 
TORONTO, ONT, 
Imperial (2) 
‘Sketches’ I 
Allen & Canfield 
Franklyn D'Amore 
Limerlegs Edwards 
Duke Art 
Mildred Perlee 
Frank Hopkinsoa 
Sunkist Ens 
VANCOUVER, B.G 
Strand (2) 
‘Gay Vienna’ I 
Duci de Karekjarte 
Gaudsmith Bros 
Rena & Rathburn 
Woodland & Smoot 
C Torney Dancers 
WASH’GTON, D. 0 
Fox (2) 
Great Raymond 
Sunkist Ens 
WOR’STER, MASS. 
Palace (2) 
‘Limehouse Night# 
Wing Wah Tr 
Armando & Lita 
Warren & Inman 
Don Carroll 
Sunkist Ens 





LONDON 








Week Sept. 28 


BRIXTON 
Billy Cotton's Bd 


Dominion 
J'nette McDonald 
San Marino Bd 
Eddie Peabody 
Rio & Santon 
Andu Fam 
Vive & Russell 
Gillie Potter 
O'Gorman Bros 
4 Julians 
FINSBURY PARK 
Anniversary Show 
OLD KENT ROAD 
Harold Walden 
Stanley Bros 
Macari Bros 


STREATHAM 
Lew Grade 
Graham Crawford 

MANCHESTER 

Paramount 
‘Ladder of Roses’ 
24 Mangan-T'l’r'tes 





Kathleen Lafla 
Iris Kirkwhite 
Errol Addison 
NEWCASTLE 
Paramount 
‘Man in the Moon’ 
NEW CROSS 
Empire 
Bennett & Williams 
Anna Rogers 
Wright's Circus 
Selkirk & Glynn 
Morland Graham 
Singing Newsboys 
Geo Clarke 
Noreh Bros 
VICTORIA 
Palace 
Liyton & Johnst’ne 
Teddy Brown 
Nat Mills & Bobble 
Dorrie Dene 
Stanley Bros 
Fred WLewis 
Topsy-Turvey 2 
Togo 











Sinico. 


TOILETRIES. 


Are Available at VANITEF MAKE-UP 
SHOP, 160 West 46th St., New York 


Try My 
ESSENTIAL OIL CREAM—$1.75 





Provincial 


BIRMINGHAM 
Empire 
Revnell 
3 Virginians 
Fid Gordon 
H'w'rd & Wyndh'm 
Les Princes 
Bernie & Partner 
Rigoletto Bros 
Jimmy James 
GLASGOW 
Empire 
Payne & BBC Bd 
Billy Bennett 
Byden Currie 





Manning & Clase 

A C Astor 

Bower & Ruth’rf'd 

Bonetti Bros 

8 Black Streaks 
SWANSEA 

Empire 

Ella Retford 

Wilkie Bard 

Albert Whelan 

3en Warris 

Reske Wells & H 

Gatcum & Dawsoa 

Yeates Sis 

Vivian Foster 





Cabaret Bills 9 





NEW YORK CITY 


Beaux Arts 
Madeline Randall 
Hazel Crosby 
Julius Klein 
Wilma Cox 





Grace 


Mitchell 
Salvatori Orch 
Central P’rk Casine 


Morton Downey 


(Continued on page 63) 
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LEGION FROLIC 
WEEK OF NEW 
YEAR EVES 


Detroft, Sept. 28, 

The American Legion Convention 
here last week brought mixed re- 
sults. With hotels jammed and res- 
taurants and bootleggers doing a 
landoffice business, the theatres and 
night clubs wrote their week’s busi- 
ness in red ink In addition to 100,- 
000 legionnaires and families, the 
activities brought downtown crowds 
estimated at over 1,000,000 people 
every day. But the legion spectacle 
was what they came down to see. 

The entire city was the play- 
ground of the legionnaires with 
erap games on the sidewalks and 
three card monte getting a play on 
the boulevards. Beer was on sale 
in barns and lofts with most speaks 
closing for the week and opening 
temporary spots. The tax for beer 
was from five to seven coupons for 
a dollar with the size of the scoop- 
er varying from six to eight ounces. 
Beer sold was local alley beer. Wind- 
sor got a play from the visitors and 
probably got as much out of the 
show as Detroit. The liquor store 
over there stayed open late eve- 
nings. 

One legionnaire complained that 
the customs officer on the American 
side took the liquor ‘right out of his 
arms.’ Most of the men thought 
that a holiday had been declared 
in the prohibition laws and attempt- 
ed to bring loads of the bonded stuff 
over the river. In cases like that 
the liquor was confiscated but no 
$5 was imposed. 

All hotels and theatres prepared 
for boisterous crowds and stripped 
their lobbies bare of all lounges and 
moveable objects. 

The Conventicn Bureau gave out 
a report that $5,000,000 had been 
spent during the convention, but 
conservative estimates brought this 
down to $3,000,000 with half of busi- 
ness being done across the river. 

It was just a week of New Year 
Eves. The city was the Mecca of 
all the loose racketeers looking for 
a break. The hustlers flocked in. 
They didn’t even let the Legion slo- 
gan of ‘40 men or 8 horses’ scare 
them away. 


Business Now So Lean 
Coast Realtors Try Apt. 
House Damage Racket 


Beverly Hills, Sept. 28. 

Damaged-goods racket, with 
which phony realtors have been 
&ypping picture people, got a jolt 
when Bert Wheeler and Marguerite 
Padulla kicked to the sheriff's office. 
Result was one realty outfit de- 
cided to fold. 

Game is to rent an apartment 
With furnishings badly dog-eared, 
but assurance that new fittings will 
be installed. There's no installing. 
When the tenant gets disgusted and 
moves, a bill for damages is filed. 
Plenty of picture names have paid 
to avoid publicity. 

Singing Salesgirl 

Real estate salesmen are trying 
numerous rackets to palm off a 
Shack, One was worked by girl 
Posing as a professional singer, who 
Sained acquaintances in the studios 
by making the rounds with a small 
time newspaper man. She told the 
Sirls, and a few men, that she would 
be glad to give them free singing 
lessons at her hillside home. 

When those interested in vocal 
exercises came around, the song- 
Stress turned saleslady and tried to 
Sell the place or anything in it, in- 
cluding herself into a film job. 





Pat Carol's Plea 
Pat Carol, 69, who described 
himself as an actor, of 135 West 
60th Street, pleaded guilty in Spe- 
lal Sessions to a charge of pos- 
Sessing opium. He was given a sus- 
Pended sentence 





25c 100% 


Two-bit chips are being used 
for the first time in all the big 
gaming houses in New York 
and the eastern resorts. A 
25¢ minimum on roulette 
wheels was found necessary to 
offset the huge drop in heavier 
turnover. 

With the new low the better 
spots are making their first 
stab at the formerly spurned 
short money gambling element. 


Red Headed Wife Says 
Aged Husband Ignored 
Her for Old Museum 


Mrs. John Gellatly, formerly 
Charlayne Courtland, showgirl, was 
elated to hear that her husband, 78, 
from whom she is living apart will 
have to pay the Kolo Realty Co. 
$600 and costs as a result of a de- 
cision handed down by Municipal 
Court Justice Murray in the West 
Side Municipal Court. The action 
was for the wife’s rent for an 
apartment at 153 West 57th St. 

The ex-chorister married Gel- 
latly a year ago. He promised her, 
she testified, a castle in Spain and 
many other things including jewels 
and money. 

‘I was not keen to marry the old 
bird,’ said the auburned haired Mrs. 
Gellatly, ‘but being without funds 
and anxious to give my daughter 
an education I consented. The day 
we were married he went to live 
at his home and I lived in West 
57th St. 

‘In answer to my plans 
home John told me to wait. 
wait I did. I am _ sti waiting. 
Soon after our wedding I learned 
that my husband had turned over 
his entire fortune, $5,000,000, into 
art objects and given it all to the 
Smithsonian Institution. 

‘Congress accepted his donation. 
I went to Congress and sought the 
return of those art objects so that 
I could convert the pictures into 
cash. I am still fighting for the re- 
turn of this property,’ said Mrs. 
Gellatly. 


MILLIONAIRE BROWN OF 
SYRACUSE IN 3 SUITS 


Syracuse, N. Y., Sept. 28. 

Three lawsuits involving property 
and domestic affairs of Julian S. 
Brown, millionaire theatre and night 
club operator, are noticed at issue 
for the October term of Supreme 
Court opening here Oct. 5. They 
are an annulment action, a parti- 
tion action, and an accounting ac- 
tion. 

The annulment claim is made by 
Ethel Listman Brown against the 
millionaire and Mrs. Hargaret Au- 
gusta Hanna Brown, with the plain- 
tiff asking that the marriage of the 
latter two be declared a nullity on 
grounds that he was not lawfully 
divorced from the plaintiff, his first 
wife. 

Mrs. Ethel Listman  Brown’s 
claim appeared before, incidentally, 
in another form in previous litiga- 
tion against the lessee of the De- 
witt theatre and owner of the Cafe 
Dewitt, now pending before former 
Justice Irving R. Devendorf as of- 
ficial referee on a petition by Mrs. 
Margaret Hanna Brown to set aside 
a contract of separation between 
her and her husband. 

3rown obtained a divorce from 
Mrs. Ethel Listman Brown in Michi- 
gan, by default, on grounds of de- 
sertion. Subsequent to his mar- 
riage to Mrs. Margaret Hanna 
Brown, notice was served on him in 
behalf of Mrs. Ethel Listman 
Brown that she claimed dower 
rights in this estate as his wife. 

The partition action is a consoli- 














for a 
And 





dation of action by Charles §&. 
Brown, a brother of the theatre 
man, against Julian Brown and 
others, and countersuit for parti- 
tion of realty by Julian Brown 
against Charles S. Brown and 
others. 


The accounting action is by Julian 
S. Brown against executors of the 
will of his father, Alexander T. 





Browr 


PETTING SET F 
L.A. '37 OLYMPIC 


Big and Small Shots from 
East Prepare for Next 
Year’s Coast Festival with 
Liquor, Ladies and Sharp- 
ened Chisels — Already 
Full in Petty Grifters 











BARBARY COAST AGAIN 


Los Angeles, Sept. 28. 

They’re starting to run off the 
biggest event in the 1932 Olympic 
Games right now. Probably the 
festival of racketeering 
ever staged in one spot is getting 
under way now and will continue 
during the 10th Olympiad next year. 


Indications are that Los Angeles 
county will be one big carnival, up 
to the button in grift and ballyhoo, 
with all angles played to the limit. 

Preliminary and 
minor 


greatest 








comparatively 
rackets are already in full 
swing, most of-them playing on the 
booster and souvenir angle. New 
organizations and alleged business 


(Continued on page 62) 


FRIARS GAG AND HONOR 
CHEVALIER AT DINNER 


The Friars dined Maurice Che- 
valier—Chee-val-yea as Jesse Lasky 
explained it is pronounced—at the 
Astor Sunday night. The Smiling 
Lieutenant had the time of his life. 

That the ballroom of the Astor 
should be filled with members and 
their guests at this time of the year 
plus the depression may be a tribute 
to the club but Chevalier gets the 
credit. 

The mayor was there, the police 
commissioner, and a flock of not- 
ables sat on the dias. Addresses 
were limited to five. George Jessel, 
new Dean of the Friars, was toast- 
master. 

Chevalier thought the nice things 
said about him were exaggerated 
and almost brought the tears to his 
eyes. The star told of his ear’, 
trials and as a boy of 12 went about 
in small Parisian cafes. singing 
naughty songs which he did not 
know were that way. He told how 
‘Shine on Harvest Moon’ impressed 
him as a youngster and then he 
concluded by improvising choruses 





'to that tune, the lyrics mentioning 
George M. Cohan, Jessel, Eddie 
Centor, Lasky, Adolph Zukor and 
the Friars. 

Bill Weinberger introduced 
Cohan. Cohan said he first saw 


Chevalier in Paris about nine years 
ago and remarked that if Maurice 
would ever come to America he 
could write his own ticket. ‘Well,’ 
he concluded, I guessed right for the 
first time in my life.’ 

Harry Hershfeld whose name was 
misspelled on the program which he 
designed (and did he burn) was 
introduced as ‘newspaper’s loss and 
vaudeville’s gain.’ He got laughs 
even though Cantor claimed Hersh- 
feld was trying out stuff for the 
Coliseum. 

Lasky a maiden speaker at Friar 
affairs thought himself basking in 
the reflected glory of Chevalier, 

Cantor, Jessel’s oldest friend ‘even 
if he did make me buy that stock,’ | 
vas rated the most able, most re- 
sourceful on the American stage 


BAD BOYS FLOCKING WES 


——=——— 








Lo, the Poor Classical Dancer 
Who's Still Cheeseclothing Around 





Depression Proof 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 


To stave starvation, local 
liquor dispensers are featur- 
ing a special brand of ‘@e- 
pression gin’ retailing for 
around $12 a case. 

Bottles used are sixths, 


against the old-style fifths and 
the alky is being cut two or 
three times instead of 
as formerly. 


once 











Small Town Mayor May 
Be Old Fogey, He Says, 
When Barring Guinan 





Waltham, Mass., Sept. 28. 
likes 


wing 


Mayor Patrick Duane, 
Albert 
collars to make impressive his posi- 


who 


Prince coats and bat 


tion as chief executive of the city, 
wouldn't let Texas Guinan present 


her show at Nutting’s dance hal! 


last week. Duane gave Tex a pub- 


lic hearing and she fiabbergasted 


him with her arguments in favor of 
being given a license, 


The mayor said her advertise- 
ments gave ‘Too Hot for Paris’ as 
the title of her show and that if it 
was too hot for Paris it was too 
hot for Waltham. When Texas 
fave as an excuse that it was just 
a title and didn’t denote anything 
in connection with her girls and 
boys entertainment, Duane coun- 
tered with the flip crack that 
maybe it was just misleading ad- 
vertising. That floored La Guinan 
and she gave up. But the aged 
mayor did admit that ‘maybe I’m 
an old fogey.’ 

Waltham is noted for the manu- 
facture of watches so Texas said 
she felt that she ‘got: the works.’ 





Providence, Sept. 28. 

A move to have the Texas Guinan 
show barred from Providence last 
week fell down when Capt. George 
W. Cowan, police censor, frowned 
on the attempt. The police censor 
permitted the show to be staged at 
the Arcadia ballroom, where 3,000 
Rhode Islanders crowded. 

If Tex figured on getting plenty 
of publicity on her trip here she was 
mistaken, as little or nothing was 
mentioned of the Guinan. One 
newspaper refused to give’ the 
Broadway night club hostess any 
kind of publicity, while the morn- 
ing rag here sort of poked plenty 
of fun at her and gang. 





ALEX CARR’S MISSING RADIO 


$88 Bal. Due—Company Wants One 
or Other 





Unless Alexander Carr, actor, ap- 
pears in West Side Court the latter 
part of this week to explain to Mag- 
istrate Michael Ford the where- 
abouts of a $172 radio set he bought 
June 17, 1930, he may be subject to 
an arrest warrant. After Carr 
bought the radio he paid all but $88 
on it. 

The Vim Electric Co. pleaded with 
Carr to finish his payments. Carr 
declared he is broke. ‘I have been 
declared a bankrupt. How can you 
get money fron a bankrupt?’ Carr is 
supposed to have asked. 

The Co. sued out a writ of seizure. 
A city marshal went to the Edison 





Cantor said he came to pay homage 
to a great personality. ‘And I know 
of one great thing he did lately he 
made Cohan see a talking pitenre 
The Mayor avoided any 
of politics. He was introduced a: 
‘the most tolerant public officer you | 
have.” Walker spoke of | 


mention 


Jii © VCI 


the 


splendid hospitality accorded | 
him in France. Addressing Chev- } 
alier: ‘The Friars do not thrust 
honors upon the undeserving.’ 





; secreting mortgaged property. The 


+ 


A lot of talk about the difficulty 
of actors getting work, but one 
stage group who never have been 


able to earn a living are the class- 
ical dancers. Of some 2,000 of them, 


it is figured that less than 10 at best 


have ever earned their living by 
dancing. Most have spent long 
hours. at teaching oor running 
studios, 


Having been cheeseclothing it for 
years, a certain number have 
scraped together enough money to 
give a recital, get a few notices and 
then pass into oblivion once more 

At present there is an effort being 
made to band the long-haired 
dancers together and put them on 
a practical basis. A small theatre 
on the subscription plan is being 
operated by Gluck Sandor, dancer 
and ballet producer, who is running 
it along with a number of other 
dancers who work on salary, not 
as pupils. Nothing amateurish 
about the theatre. It is small, only 
seating 100, because if it were any 
bigger there wouldn't be an audi- 
ence. As it is, attendance is not 
adequate, but the group still has 
hopes. Dancers figure it is better 
to give a number of performances 
before a small public than one per- 
formance a season in a Broadway 
theatre to possibly one big audience. 
In fact, such a scheme seems the 
only chance for the classical dis- 
ciples of terpsiclrore. 

A determined effort is being made 
to make ballet dancers forget ‘The 
Swan,’ commercialize themselves and 
join themselves. Few attractive 
young girls will bother with a bale 
let. They’d rather work in a chorus 
and get some coin. 


Handsome Male Murder 
Defendant New Pash of 
Nevada’s Divorce Colony 


Reno, Sept. 28. 

Though he is charged with the 
murder of his fiancee, the sojourn of 
Dr. Carl P. Andre, handsome young 
dentist of Fairmount, West Vir- 
ginia, in the Washoe County jail 
while awaiting trial, is being made 
very pleasant by a growing group 
of young Reno matrons and a few 
divorcees, who visit the jail con- 
stantly and lavish gifts and loving 
glances on him, 

Andre came here to get a divorce 
with the understanding that he was 
to marry Martha Hutchinson, pretty 
20-year old widow of his home town. 
A Reno stenographer stepped into 
the picture a few days after the 
dentist’s arrival here and he for- 
got all about the Fairmount widow, 
who had loaned him an automobile 
to make the trip to Reno. The 
widow followed. 

Their meeting was not altogether 
as pleasant as the meetings of or- 
dinary lovers. They had several 
battles and on September 13 Andre 
carried the lifeless body of Mrs. 
Hutchinson to a local hospital stat- 
ing that she either fell or jumped 
out of his speeding car. He was ar- 
rested for reckless driving and later 
the district attorney changed the 
charge to murder declaring that the 
evidence indicated that Andre had 
beaten the woman. 


Bettors Booked 
Detective ‘Bob’ McManus and a 
squad of other sleuths of the staff 
of Inspector Tom Walsh raided an 


alleged gambling establishment at 
47-49 West 63rd street and arrested 











hotel] and, with the legal document, 
admitted by The 
marshal was unable to find the 
dio. He said that Carr was 
to tell him where it was. 
Kresse]l, accompanied by 

Cornelius B. Chapman, 270 Broad- 
way, came to West and 
got a summons charging Carr with 


vas Carr, city | 
ra- 


unable 
Lawyer 


Side Court 


Dan Ross, 28, clerk, of East $th 
street, and Irving Katz, 45, 130 West 
64th street 


The coppers swooped down on the 


place in the afternoon and found it 
jammed with men playing the 
ponies. They were forced to idente 


ify themselves, The 


ir names and 
addresses were placed on record at 





| Summons was served but Carr failed | 
j to appear 


the Inspector's office. 
Magistrate Burke then freed the 
defendants, 
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Paris 





‘ Overcoats out. 
Al Rockett quiet on visit. 
Lou Houser a first nishter. 
Allan Byre back from Rome. 
Sally Cooperman doing society. 
Drinking in general picking up. 
George Canty at the Apollo open- 
ing. 


Baron Mandelstamm in Holly- 
wood. 

Ciro’s music and dancing again at 
night. 

Whatever happened to W. H. L. 
Dana? 

Alice Cocea popular at Cannes 
parties. 


Robert Kane and wife on the 
Riviera. 

Laurence Gilman off to his desk 
in N. Y. 

Betty Balfour likes Italy; 
Italians. 

Herb Howe living at St. Germain 
des Pres. 

Harry Pilcer back and undecided 
what to do. 

John Wexley around Montpar- 
nasse again. 

Carol Weld no longer secretary to 
Tod Robbins. 

Lunch at the Ritz bar for 40 
francs ($1.60). 

Marcel Pagnol still writing a third 
act to ‘Fanny.’ 

Maxine Elliott back 
for the shows. 

L. Coppicus off to America to 
look over films. 

Edith Day is not adverse to play- 
ing vaude here. 

Elsie de Wolfe back from sum- 
mer on Riviera. 

Sarah Sheldon back from vaca- 
tion at Andelys. 

Bruce and Ann Bundy off to China 
with Kate Enis. 

York and King coming over after 
‘Chelsea Follies.’ 

Elsie Ferguson looks regal in an 
Empress Eugenie. 

John Weld the center of attrac- 
tion on the Riviera. 

Flora Triest of New York blow- 
ing through town. 

Edward Knoblock over after open- 
ing of ‘Grand Hotel.’ 


ditto, 


to London 


P @= Shelah Richards of the Abbey 


theatre off to Dublin. 

The Duc de Nemours can draw 
all eyes in any theatre. 

Francois de Croisset is most rizty 
of French playwrights. 

Elsie Ferguson looking stunning 
and alone at the Berry. 

Baby Face Macklin starring at the 
Boeuf sur le Toit again. 

Serge Lifar shocked some people 
in Italy with his dances. 

Elsa Maxwell off to Biarritz plan- 
ning shows for the winter. 

Spencer Bull trying the stage 
door to find Charlie Gordon. 

Nora Miesto is an Austrian film 
star with eyes on Hollywood. 

Nikita Balieff is still revising 
*‘Chauve Souris’ for the States. 

Gilbert White worrying over world 
problems at his summer home. 

Elsie Frazee scouring the Riviera 
for furniture for her new villa. 

Sara Stramm off to New York, 
disappointed in French theatre. 

Jean Weber playing four new 
roles at the Comedie Francaise. 

Dennis Johnsion off to Copen- 
hagen, but writing another play. 

Dinah opening her new club on 
the Blvd Montparnese in October. 

Hannah Williams hasn't picked 
up many good numbers over here. 

When Erik Charrell comes to 
town he looks around but says little. 

Marguerite Bamberger of London 
holding a council of war at the Ritz 
bar. 

J. Carlo Bavetta in Paris again 
after polishing up his latest Italian 
deal. 

Webb Miller in town, doing the 
bars and preparing the way for his 
boss. 

Louis Verneuil warming up for 
stage again after Berlin and the 
screen. 

First four nights of Edith Wilson 
at the Ange Bleu not so good in 


money. 

Jim Abbe has children and dogs 
with him bummeling’- through 
Austria. 


Madeleine Keltie being given a 
tea and lots of publicity by Clifford 
Harmon. 

Maurice Rostand looks as though 
he had his hair specially waved for 
openings. 

George Booth’s bar starting to en- 
large. Steak and kidney pudding 
the draw. 

John van Druten telling about the 
new Hollywood play he wrote with 
Benn Levy. 


Rene Leon managing director of 
the Monte Carlo Casino, ordered to 


take a rest. 


Saint-Granier in ‘Nothing But the 
Truth’ (film). 

Frank Scully giving out some in- 
formation on Alexander Berkman, 
the ex-radical. 

T. N. T. of American colony gave 
their blowout at one of the golf 
clubs this year. 

Peggy Hopkins Joyce having a 
cocktail with Mary Heaton at the 
latter’s bedside. 

Half the city on dial phones; 
other half gone crazy trying to 
reach numbers. 

Though reluctantly, hands are still 
put forward at the Apollo despite 
orders of ‘no tips.’ 

H. W. lL. Dana gack from Russia 
catching two shows and scramming 
back to New York. 


TIMES SQUARE 
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In second week still long lines for 


live near the Champs Elysees in 
case of hurry calls. 

Willy vos Mendes hasn't that job 
yet. He may have to live off his 
inheritance after all. 

The Landy L. Lawrences and the 
Arthur Fiedelbaums at the reopen- 
ing of the horse races. 

Sacha Guitry and Yvonne Prin- 
temps will start their first film after 
an engagement in Brussels. 

Jack Harris and his orchestra 
back to London after long run at 
the Palm Beach at Cannes, 

Charley Gordon wants to do his 
‘Jarnegan’ here as ‘Hollywood’ and 
to beat in ‘Once in a Lifetime.’ 

The Ernest Krauses of Beverly 
Hills back with that green Rolls 
and sailing for America shortly. 
London ‘Evening Standard’ carry- 
ing @p great Paris street campaign 
to put that sheet over as only even- 
ing. 

Esther Bowen sneaking a peek at 
the Harris-Shaw book at the Amer- 
ican hospital while Frank Scully’s 
not looking. 

That George Jean Nathan full- 
page camera shot in the current 
‘Seven Seas’ publication of the N. 
German Lloyd! 

Wilette Kershaw believes one 
front-page story and three lawsuits 
a season enough to keep any actress 
in the public eye. 

Bob Vernon giving a _ birthday 
party at Lido for Gwen Stone. 
They’re going back to Broadway 
when the Josephine Baker show 
closes. 

Ben Smith has quit Broadway 
and with his wife taken the Muolin 
de Tachainville as a permanent 
residence. All the ex-actors, etc., 
go out there for weekends. 

Sybil Harris sent Charlie Chaplin 
a script for a picture. Returned 
with a note in near English from 
his Japanese butler who said com- 
edian was ‘socially much busy’ and 
signed the letter, F. Kwong, secre- 
tary. 

Garrett Graham, one of authors 
of ‘Queer People,’ being taken 
around by Bill Carney of the N. Y. 
‘Times’ and telling just who the 
chatterer in Hollywood is who 
queered Howard Hughes’ produc- 
tion of his book. 





London 


Sybil Sutherland now at Elstree. 

Illumination crowds now dispers- 
ing. 

Sol Newman thinks he can play 
golf. 

‘Grand Hotel’ changing its mat- 
inee. 

Alfred Hitchcock 
B.LP. 

Gina Malo had a cold on opening 
night. ’ 

Hugh Walpole dining at the Isola 
Bella. 


Jeanette 
Paris. 
Alan Parsons in raves at the St. 
James’, 
Henry Kendall on new long-term 
at BLP. 
Oscar Denes getting the critical 
plaudits. 
Mary Field making films now, and 
good, too. 
Flossie Friedman applauding her 
own pupils. 
Lloyd James NBC guy, is flitting 
round Elstree. 
Herbert Wilcox back from the 
‘Homeric’ trip. 
Palladium gone all futuristic, in- 
cluding carpet. 
Haddon Mason in the new Prince 
of Wales show. 
It’s been a bad season in the out- 
doors trade here. 
Flossie Friedman getting pub- 
licity these days. 
Pat Mannock doubling theatre 
and film openings. 
H. G. Wells’ latest is on finance, 
due out next month. 
Gladys Cooper’s complex is first 
nights on Saturdays. 
High-powered autos almost given 
away second hand here. 
R. H. Gillespie lunching with 
John Murray Anderson. 
Stanley Lupino trying to sell his 
daughters on the screen. 
Blattnerphone in the new Hulbert 
revue, ‘Folly to Be Wiser.’ 
Big Tim Ghandi made all the 
front pages, photo an’ all. 
Hugh Perceval studying televi- 
sion, stereoscopy and color. 
Campbell, Connelly & Co., 
managing Victoria Music Co. 
Peter Burnup and Ernest Fred- 
man arm in arm everywhere. 
Archie Goettler over here writing 
themes with Horatio Nichols. 
Betty Norton and Ken Douglas 
claimed as talker discoveries. 
Trocadero ought to be rechris- 
tened. Film trade exclusively. 
TraffiC congestion at ‘Viktoria 
and Her Hussar’ opening bad. 
Gypsy Rhoumaje, after year’s 
absence, currently in Germany. 
Mrs. Edgar and Pat Wallace 
three first-nights in succession. 
Cyril McLaglen, Victor's brother, 
dived into the channel at Falmouth. 





scripting at 


MacDonald in from 


now 


at 





Those working for Osso like to 


ad 


American acts still being kidded 
to take cuts for privilege of playing 


in Folies Bergere revue, and some 
falling for it. 

Mut looking up at Adelphi signs 
asked whether it was central heat- 
ing. 

Talker being made here with the 


whole production unit in bathing 
suits. 

Eddie Peabody and wife dining 
with Mrs. Ray Long at Monte 
Carlo. 

More languages spoken behind 


Palace stage door than on Ellis 
Island. 

Sir Alfred Butt throwing party to 
cast after opening of ‘Viktoria and 
Her Hussar.’ 

Irwin Dash over in Berlin open- 
ing an office for Lawrence Wright, 
music publishers. 

Henry Ainly to be opening star 
at the Westminster theatre, new 
spot, next month. 

Barring clauses now current in 
English cabaret. Trocadero bar- 
ring all other night spots. 

Nelson Keys just Paddy Car- 
stairs’ father, boy having been ap- 
proached from Hollywood. 

Toni Vivian, formerly at Cafe 
Anglais, with nine-piece band, 
opens Ritz hotel, Oct. 1, for run. 

John Glen Wilbur, formerly man- 
ager Commodore picture house, 
now general managing Syd Roy 


enterprises. 


By Max Magnus 








Roxy due here. 

Felix Bressaert off to the Riviera. 

Fritz Lang off to Paris and Lon- 
don, 

Max Schach, Emelka’s general, 
here. 

Enrico Rastelli to Paris in Oc- 
tober. 

Eugene Zukor and Ike 
thal here. 

Rex Ingram signed Lothar Wolff, 
cutter, for Nice. 

Franz Lenhar is now working at 
his 30th operetta. 

John Maxwell, British Interna- 
tional’s president, due here. 

Paul Nikolaus will act in October 
as conferencier at the Swala. 

Rosy Barsony, the Hungarian 
soubrette, signed by Rotter brothers. 

Jarimla Novotna recuperated, will 
return to lead in the ‘Schone 
Helena.’ 

Ernest Hemingway here to see 
‘Kat,’ dramatized from his ‘Farewell 
to Arms!’ 

Max Reinhardt intends to have 
the Salzburg festival plays also on 
in winter. - 

Max Reinhardt intends to do 
Molnar’s new comedy ‘Jemand’ 
(‘Somebody’). 

German government intends to 
close down the State theatres in 
the provinces. 

Rosa Valetti’s new revue at the 
house of the Blauer Vogel (Blue 
Bird) is a failure. 

The ballet ‘The Six From the 
State Opera,’ has been prolonged by 
the ‘Wintergarten.’ 

Kate Dorsch as guest in Vienna in 
Oct. in Reinhardt’s ‘Schone Helena’ 
100th performance. 

H. C. Scott, English manager, here 
to sign Emil Jannings for guest play 
in the Drury Lane. 

Henny Porten begins shooting her 
film, ‘Louise, Queen of Prussia.’ Di- 
rection Carl Froelich. 

Dr. Emil Meyer has become the 
successor of Count Arco at the 
Telefunken company. 

‘Kabarett der Komiker’ building 
a turntable stage for the guest play 
of Ilse Bois in October. 

Thea von Harbou in Prague in 
order to negotiate with the censor 
there for permitting her film, ‘M.’ 

Ferdinand Bonn, actor, a former 
friends of the ex-crown prince, will 
for his 70th birthday play Hamlet. 

Hans Albers will play as guest 
in December in Copenhagen, Stock- 
holm, Oslo, Goteborg and Malmo. 

Seymour Nebenzahl, Kuba Glass 
and Herman Millakowski off to 
Paris for the Pathenatan banquet. 

Spio, head organization of the 
German picture industry, will 
change its address to SBendler- 
strasse. 

Domegraf-Fassbender, baritone of 
the State opera, signed a three- 
year contract for the Civic Opera 
of Chicago. 

Albert Prejean will appear end 
of October at the Kabarett der 
Komiker for the first time on a 
Berlin stage. 

Lee Parry, film actress, on re- 
turn from her holidays found bur- 
glars had stolen her furs, clothes 
and jewelry. 

Max Reinhardt will stage ‘Kabale 
and Liebe’ at the Deutsches, with 
Paul Hartmann, Lucy Hoflich and 
her daughter, Ursula, 

Cecil de Mille arrived from Mos- 
cow by airplane together with the 

Russian poet, Valentin Katajew. 
De Mille says he has signed Kata- 
jew as assistant director. 

Edmund Scotoni, Terrafilm, here. 

Grete Mosheim and Mathias Wie- 
mann play the leads in the Dreiser 
drama, ‘American Tragedy.’ 


Blumen- 





The ‘Theater am Nollendorf Platz’ 








opens with a re-engagement of 
Emmy Sturm and Max <Adalbert. 
Shown ‘The Quick Train’ by Hans 
Reimann. 

Paul Abraham’s latest operetta is 





entitled ‘Du Bist Mein Typ.’ It 
will be nerformed at the Metropol- 
Theatre in Berlin with Rosy Bar- 
sony, Oscar Denes, and Anny 
Ahlers, in the leads. 

e 

Australia 
By Eric H. Gorrick 





Ralph Doyle to London. 
Ralph Clark back from America. 


Folks over here like their vaude 
hot. 


Wynne Davies, artist, to try luck 
in New Yerk. 


Military ushers fast disappearing. 
Girls replacing. 


Fullers still buying up neighbor- 
hood theatres for chain. 

Fullers will take back the Prin- 
cess, Melbourne, from U. T. 

There is not going to be any 
minny golf revival this summer. 

George Brown and Band and 
Georges Carpentier booked Tivoli 
tour. 

New Zealand censor rejected 5 
British and 29 foreign pictures dur- 
ing year. 


Vaude oke in Melbourne, with 
Arthur Prince, Tex McLeod and 


Harry Kelso headlining. 

John Tait back from abroad with 
options on English and American 
productions. Will not produce until 
brighter times. 

Tex Carroll, son of late FE. J. Car- 
roll, now at Prince Edward, Syd- 


ney, learning about talkers, Edu- 
cated in America. 
Williamson - Tait will produce 


“Cape Forlorn” this month with the 
author, Frank Harvey, featured. In 
picture form “Forlorn” flopped. 

Union Theatres close two of its 
big theatres in Melbourne and one 
house in Sydney owing to bad busi- 
ness and failure of Ernest Rolls to 
click with revue. 

Dorothy Brunton, musical star, 
secretly married to English non- 
pro. Miss Brunton was at one time 
leading lady with Guy Bates Post 
on iil-fated English tour. 

Presented by amateurs, ‘The 
Constant Nymph’ has scored such 
a success in Sydney production has 
moved into a regular theatre under 
direction of Williamson-Tait. 

Fox Movietone opened corking 
new studio in Sydney. Harry Law- 
renson in charge; Movietone turn- 
ing out very snappy weekly reel, 
which goes into every big house on 
Hoyt and U. T. chains. 

‘Viennese Nights’ looks like stay- 
ing six months solid at Prince Ed- 
ward, Sydney. Remarkable about 
sums up business this picture is 
grossing four times daily. Many 
have seen it four times! 

‘Many Waters’ fails in Sydney. 
Two weeks enough. Peter Dawson 
and Mark Hambourg concerting 
over here successfully. W. T. do- 


ing ‘Duchess of Dantzic’ in Mel- 
bourne. Will revive ‘Merry Widow’ 
again. 


Harry P. Muller is quite satisfied 
that his vaude comeback try is a 
hit. He will now begin negotiations 
in America for a constant supply 
of acts for circuit. Muller is operat- 
ing the Tivoli, Melbourne and Roy- 
al, Sydney, twice daily. 

W. T. still finding revivals better 
proposition than new attractions. 
Money market too tight to risk. 
Ads carried in local dailies stated 
that ‘Cape Forlorn’ (‘Three Men and 
A Woman’) which goes into pro- 
duction here next week, had scored 
the biggest dramatic success in 
America of recent years. W. T. 
publicity man would do better tell- 
ing bedtime stories. 

Tex McLeod, American rope spin- 
ner, playing Tivoli Melbourne, was 
doing his act and wisecracking on 
general topics until some remark 
passed by McLeod got the goat of a 
guy seated down front. Guy kept 
on interrupting demanding an apol- 
ogy. Audience shouted to the fel- 
low to quit making a noise but he 
still persisted, until McLeod, ap- 
parently losing his temper, let fly 
with his lasso and roped the guy 
around the neck, nearly jerking him 
into the orchestra pit. It brought 
down the _ house. Actor wasn’t 
bothered any more. 

Rene Riano is producing ‘Blue- 
beard’s Eighth Wife’ over the Mul- 
ler circuit. Vaude is back again 
in Sydney and looks like staying 
strongly. Muller has the Royal 
from W. T., and has renamed his 
show as Tivoli Celebrity Vaude- 
ville, playing twice daily. Present 
bill is probably the swiftest- moving 
entertainment here in decade. In- 
cludes Two Rascals, Josephine Trix, 
Rene Riano, Neil McKay and Lily 


Moore, besides a_ ballet. Every 
artist on the bill works in with 
each other doing added bits and 
skits. Ballet is fillup. As routined. 
show runs about three hours and 
could play any house anywhere. 
Jack Musgrove, Eric Strelitz and 


Stan Patchett in charge for Muller. 
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Panama 


By Bea Drew 





Kelly’s Ritz took over the ene 
tertainers from the closed Blue 
Hour. 


Arosemens.. troupe and Darling 
Sisters new acts at the Happyland, 
Darling Sisters, both lookers, de. 
serve to be in a better grade cab. 
aret. 


Bobby Jacques, local girl, who 
went to New York and made Z00d 
as a dancer with the Seven Gors« 
donis, returned for a visit with her 
folks. 


Twelve saloons and _ cabarets 
have closed. One known as Mack's 
has been running for over 20 years. 
Depression blamed. California and 
Alamo closed after a change in 
ownership only a month ago. 


Johnny Weismuller and his wife, 
Bobbe Arnst, were here. Weigs- 
muller gave an exhibition of swim. 
ming at the Balboa clubhouse pool 
for the Red, White and Blue troupe, 
the Canal Zone’s famous kid swim. 
mers. They in turn gave an exe 
hibition. 

Excitement at the Metropole at 
4:30 a. m. Crowd of 50 men and 
women broke down the doors and 
shouted long live the revolution, 
People in the vicinity were awak- 
ened and called the police. Before 
the night judge they proved to be 


nothings more dangerous than a 
bunch of drunks. 

Grace Raleigh, entertainer, and 
William Tatelman, sailor, were 


each fined $25 for living together 
as man and wife on the Canal 
Zone. They had represented them. 
selves as married and moved to 
government quarters on the Zone, 
Miss Raleigh will be deported to 
the States. Her parting shot to the 
judge was: ‘Canal Zone people are 
narrow minded.’ 


Dale Morris, Arthur McDewitt 
and Lenor Viviel of Kelly’s Ritz 
were arrested for gambling. They 
were caught playing a game called 
Twenty-six. Local lawyer with a 
peeve-on because he was not per- 
mitted to play made the come 
plaint. Officials refused the bail of- 
fered by Johnny Stoffel, mer. of the 
Ritz. Stoffel claims he has a per- 
mit to play the game. Case ex- 
pected to be dismissed. 


Bilgray’s at Colon, reopened with 
a hugh show, some ex-picture and 
radio people and one beauty con- 
test winner, ‘Miss Flatbush,’ other- 
wise Gene Carroll. The show has 
(Miss) Sammie Richie, Virginia 
King, Grace Lyne, Mary Lou, Gene 
Carroll, Joe Ann Dare, Mary Fill- 
bright, Lucille Ramsey, Florence 
Anderson, Gladys Kennedy, Pa- 
tricia Page, Marietta, dancer, held 
over from last show; Diana Wal- 
ker, Helen Walker, Jackie Shannon, 
Helene Elton, Ann Ranger, Tony 
Jackson, Fritzi Harris and Rae 
Healy. Vera Stanley and Sada 
Tremaine are hostesses. Miss Tre- 
maine is 65 years old and admits it. 
With so many lookers’ business 
should be great. It’s known Pan- 
ama prefers looks to talent. 


Montreal 


Orpheum dark. End of 72 weeks’ 
stock. 


Radio show at 35c per well ate 
tended. 


Tommy Calder holes-in-one at 
Marlborough. 


Bill Lester putting over big bale 
lyhoo for U. A. houses. 


Baseball and pro-lacrosse over 
and rugby coming strong. 


Literati getting theirs in Piran- 
dello play at His Majesty’s. 

Racing over in these parts Satur- 
day (26). Had good season. : 

Leon Levinson back at ‘Gazette 
after couple of years outside biz. 

No scarcity of ducks in Quebeo 
and New Brunswick, experts say. 

Billy Bissett working out new 
songs composed by troupe members. 

George Rotsky sets screen in gilt 
frame and gets local press ballyhoo. 

Passion Play with 3,500 seats at 
$2.50 top took most of show shop- 
pers. 

Fifty million. dollars’ terminal 
works here halted owing to depres- 
sion. 

Population of greater Montreal 
now placed at 996,000 in latest cen- 
sus returns. It 

Legionaires filled Montreal @ 
week, bringing in much-need 
tourist cash. 

Stanley Stasiak, Polish wrestlot 
who died of blood poisoning 148 
week. left $153,000. ion 

McGill rugby team in act = 
sound-cameraed Saturday (25) © 
local screens this week. 

Rosario Delisle, promoter, 


Peter Jackson, boxer, suspende a 
Commis 








and 
a for 


life by Montreal Boxing 
sion. ; an 
Joe Lightstone promises 


aie a it 

nouncement shortly. Fans Lng “ 
means either vaude or stock mu 

cals here. . _— 

Action to be taken against or 

mous Players for restraint of tr 


following Royal Commission report 
in July. Not taken seriously a 
Over billion and half spent oh 
Canada by tourists during P&, 
seven years, announced at pens 
Roads Convention at Lucerne-! 

Quebec. 
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Broadway 


Philip Merrivale and golf. 

Bert Lahr is expected east. 

Kusells have a sec. Whafor? 

Stanley Whitman screen testing. 

Fabian Matheys have shown up. 

William Morris, Sr. back in of- 
fice. 

Rex Smith off to Madrid for the 
A. P. 

Al Siegal is Mving at the Mar- 
guery. 

Halsey Raines off for a Bermuda 
vacation. 

Mrs. Herb Hoey improving after 
an operation. 

Lynn Farnol on Broadway in a 
hich silk hat. 

Alice Olson, commedienne, 
ing ‘Vanities.’ 

Tom Hearn no longer Chevalier’s 
personal mer. 

Last of the chain 
down to a nickle. 

Mother of Aerial Cadonas died at 
Long Beach, Cal. 

Al Lanev back from Paris and 
visiting Ed Skinner. 

Rarran Lewis is 
Strouse, the exploiter. 

Rrooks Burney off to Philly to 
relicht ‘Cat and Fiddle.’ 

Edmund Guthrie, indie distributor 
from Australia, in town. 

Nunnally Johnson has completed 
bis winter home in Miami. 

Roy Furman and those home- 
cooked dinners he serves. 

Runny Weldon, dance director, 
left for Hollywood Sunday. 

Holzman and Dorfman doing the 
p. a.ing for Moss’ Broadway, 

Wallace Sullivan has Hollywood 
and picture scribbling in mind. 

Oliver Bailey, in from Maine, 
back at the New Yorker theatre. 

Nathan Burkan’s trip abroad fixed 
him perfectly on health and looks. 

Jack (Publix) Sullivan turned in 
his light gas buggy for a Packard. 

Bobby North is in New York for 
a week. Leaves the coast seldom. 

Jack Harrower and the _ bride 
back from a honeymoon in Quebec. 





leav- 


juice joints 


with Irving 


Joe Shea Sundaying around 
Westchester on a chiseled auto 
ride. 

When steam heat goes on Mayer 
Portner pays an extra $1 rent 
weekly. 


Fitz-Rice retired from stage. He’s 
with a paper box manufacturing 
concern. 


Mary Morrissey Marks this week 
celebrates her second wedding an- 
niversary. 

Margaret McGonigle’s good looks 
encroached on a little by a sty on 
right orb. 

Panhandlers 
nickel for carfare. 
worn out? 

That painted sign on outside wall 
of Republic hot and may start 
something. 

Bud Fisher not at the cartoonists’ 
convention. Hadn’t even heard of 
it, says he. 

Mack Millar is press agenting the 
Mayor’s Sports Conimittee on Un- 
employment. 

Local Broadway newspaper mob 
attended Will Oakland’s new open- 
ing en force. 

Harry Glemby returned from Eu- 
rope with a lot of hair to boost his 
own business. 

Comedians 
funny pictures. 
selves dignified. 

Fellow named Lou Strauss, not 
Irving, is agenting Phil Plant’s col- 
ored ‘Sugar Hill.’ 

Yelda Feiner looks to follow her 
aunt into the hat check biz when 
Renee Carroll retires. 

Lu McGuire, wife of William An- 
thony McGuire, back in town from 
& summer at Great Neck. 

Georges Metexa, male lead of 
‘Cat and the Fiddle,’ not leaving 
the show, despite reports. 

Walter Reade, jr., 14, is a fluent 
Polo player; also a New York Mili- 
tary School (Cornwall) student. 

'ucius Spooner, head of the Wal- 
dorf-‘ctoria hotels, is a self-made 
mn. once having been head waiter. 

George Bascom, 19, coilege foot- 
ball player, son of the ticket broker, 
died Saturday of infantile paralysis. 

Herbie Magidson, songwriter, en- 
&aged to marry Elsie Bernard, non- 
Pro, sister of Felix Bernard, also a 
Songwriter. 

Mildred Walsh, 


that 
line 


now want 
Coffee 


dislike to sit for 
Want to see them- 


J. J. Murdock’s 
sec., lost her tonsils while under 
the influence of ether. Dr. Amy 
Clipped ’em. 

First open meeting of the Jewish 
Theatrical Guild for the new sea- 
80n will be held in the Bijou the- 
atre, Oct. 27. 

Special sports costumes for 10 

anities’ girls for golf driving con- 
test in Van Courtland Park last 
Sunday, initialed E. C. 

Louis Bernstein missed the wor- 
Ties of music publishing this summer 
Via Europe, but now he’s. back 
amongst them. 

John Dowd and a_ gorgeous 
sonde, whose name’s secret, Broad- 
Waying it together, with wedding 
bells reported. 

Jimmy Thompson’s total inherit- 
ance from the late Bob Nelson will 





be around $10,000,000, from report. 
He’s sole heir, 

Paul Whiteman’s net loss with 
Paul in person proving it in New 
York, is 70 pounds. Mostly through 
laying off beer. 

Heywood Broun’s political dinner 
Sunday night not opposition to 
Friars’ Chevalier event, He dou- 
bled over to Astor late. 

Lou Goldberg’s wife going to the 
hospital for a threatened operation. 
Meanwhile Lou will share his new 
Westchester home with his dad. 

Final Weeks of Ringling B. B. 
show on South Atlantic seaboard 
stands a clean-up, but in mid-west 
show lost more than $50,000 weekly. 

RKO has given Morton Downey 
the largest personal] billboard bill- 
ing in Brooklyn ever extended to 
an individual stage attraction over 
there, 

Three of the floor teams at the 
Village Grove Nut Club glow for 
each other. They are Luther and 
Nell, the Hartmans and Peters and 
Farrell, 

Eddie Pardo 
to juggle. 
air while walking 
every little while, 
on next week.’ 

When the market did its slide 
last week among celeb diggers re- 
ported were Mary Roberts Rine- 
hart for $800,000 and Gen. Persh- 
ing for $500,000. 

Edward Melsher, for eight years 
with the Harry Walker booking 
agency, is now ass’t mgr. of the 
Hotel Cumberland. Walker’s brother 
owns the hotel. 

Rene Racover, French exploiter 
of Coste and Bellonte, has returned 
from Paris to promote the ‘One 
Hundred Newspaper Men’s’ good- 
will trip to France. 

Ruby Keeler will travel with her 
husband, Al Jolson and ‘Wonder 
Bar’ on the road but will not ap- 
pear in the show. 

Walter Winchell had to turn 
down a picture job because his 
paper, New York ‘Mirror,’ wouldn't 
let him go to Hollywood. Tiffany 
wanted the columnist for ‘X Marks 
the Spot.’ 

Richy Craig, Jr., new Palace 
m. c. drew comments on his pale- 
ness last week. Explained by ner- 
vousness, but really through no 
make-up, even for his opening at 
the Palace. 


in training 
hat in the 
along B’way 
hollering, ‘Come 


may be 
Throws his 


William Gaxton and Eddie Du- 
chin, Park Casino orch, leader, 
were pulled out of bed to make 


early morning joy for the wedding 
breakfast of Mary Ruddy, daughter 
of civil service examiner of N. Y. 

Marion Glass, ex-Bergdorf-Good- 
man model, who did series, ‘Por- 
trait of a Lady,’ for comm. photog., 
now with the Arno show, ‘Here 
Goes the Bride. Richmond, Va. 
debbie in first show with small role. 

Vera Myers, of musical comedy, 
proved the champ pie maker of 
Green County, New York, when one 
of her home baked pastry speci- 
mens copped first prize among 150 
contestants at the Cairo, N. Y., fair. 

In his notice on last week’s New 
York Palace bill, Ben Washer of 
the ‘Telegram,’ commenting on 
Richy Craig, Jr., asked ‘And who is 
Richy Craig, Sr.?’ Craig’s wired 
answer was: ‘Richy Craig, Sr., is 
my father.’ 

The Jeff McCarthys have been 
married for 27 years and never 
away from one another for a night 
until 10 days ago. Then Mrs. Mc- 
Carthy had to go to the Battle 
Creek Sanatarium for observation. 
Stomach trouble. Since then Jeff 
has been a riot. He drinks beer, 
hangs around the theatres, and 
bawls if going home before mid- 
night. Mrs. McCarthy will be back 
next week and the old routine. 





Denver 


W. Cc. Cook, W B film salesman, 
ill. 

Harry Huffman in New York on 
business. 

Episcopal convention meeting 
here vote to bar women from pulpit. 

Annual raids by Denver and Mines 
university students on the others’ 
campus. 

Forrest Griffiths, radio singer, ar- 
rested in L. A. Charged with de- 
serting his wife. 

Arthur Pierson, leading man with 
Elitch stock this summer, has 
signed with Paramount, 

Cc. M. Stowell, manager the Mis- 
sion, filed petition in bankruptcy. 
Formerly owned Washington Park 
theatre. 

New Orpheum installing fourth 
largest electrical board in world and 


biggest west of Mississippi. Plan 
to open Dec. 20. 
Alice Slaughter Hornaday was 


given an interlocutory divorce from 
Franklin Hornaday, radio singer. 
She charged non-support. 
Out-of-town 
row: Otto Schmidt, Santa Fe, N. M.; 


J. W. Book, Culbertson, Neb.; Ev- 
erett Cole, Alamosa, Colo.; G. R. 
Richards, Windsor, Colo.; J. E. 
Thompson, Colo. Springs; H. H. 


Gates, Custer, 8. 
baum, Idaho Springs. 


exhibs seen on the| 





Hollywood 





Cliff Wheeler back from Europe. 

Victor Shaniro’s middle name is 
Mansfield. 

Writer of palping lyrics is named 
Vera Rasch. 

Inez Norton going to 
with film people. 

Manny Brown of Pacific Coast 
Exchanges up and around again, 

Local exhibitor drives a Packard 
but does his film shopping in a 
Ford. 

Thayer Ridgeway was intercolle- 
giate underwater swimming champ 
at Yale. 

Get a load of Jack Warner with 
the prop English accent and some 
new lousy gags. 

Doc Shaw taking over Elmer 
Benjamin’s duties at Tiffany-Edu- 
cational exchange, 

William Anthony McGuire says 
if he writes a musical for anybody 
it will be for Ziegfeld. 

Margaret Mary Breen, film actress, 
and Arthur Moses Hamburger, last 
week applied for marriage license. 

Buddy Fisher entrained for Broad- 
way Sunday after six months Holly- 
wood. Enough, he says, and back 
to vaude. 

Hollywood ‘Variety’ office getting 
nervous the way the U. S. C. has 
been sending in literature on 
journalism. Has all the earmarks—. 

Mort Singer, now in ’Frisco on 
RKO union trouble, anxious to visit 
L. A. Been hopping all over the 
country on union affairs for months. 

Fred Burns, who used to do a 
trick rope act with Buffalo Bill, is 
teaching Tom Keene, RKO Pathe’s 
potential western star, how to han- 
dle a lasso. 

Jimmie Durante’s new sequel to 
‘Ups to Him’ sounds great in its 
nebulous state. Shnoz, having gone 
Hollywood, is using some $7 woids 
in this one. 

Jack Francis, former ‘Times 
Square newspaperman now in the 
Fox publicity department, is aid- 
ing Erich Von Stroheim on adapta- 
tion of ‘Walking Down Broadway.’ 

A New York bootlegger with Hol- 
lywood clients is using return ad- 
dresses of well known stage stars 
on the packages. If one of these 
names gets a returned case of booze 
free, here’s how. 

Robert Warwick, leading ‘Prece- 
dent’ at the Music Box, escorted 
the former and present Mrs. War- 
wicks home from opening. Girls 
are old friends, first Mrs. W. being 
Josephine Whittell and second Stella 


Larrimore. 
Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 


function 








Eddie Robinson awaiting family 
addition. 

Ola Olson and Johnson drew 
chilling razzes. 

Warren Wade can’t get rid of that 
publicity complex. 

Four bits is cover charge set by 
new black-and-tannery. 

Clyde Davidson’s back from Con- 
neaut Lake summer job. 
Annette Nathanson 
Maurice Spitalny’s band. 

Mickey McCaffery has acquired a 
pooch for no reason at all. 

Tobis film reps angling for local 
house for German talkies. 

Press agents are finding 
Dealer’ tougher than ever. 

Rose Krahl making other radioers 
green with new sporty car. 

Organlogs and Harry Zimms from 
Chi put in by RKO Palace. 

John Svehla, tuba player, sealed 
to Ann Divis, another localite, 

Ed Strong, theatre owner and 
builder, hasn't yet seen a play. 

Fred Desberg is cursing bum 
drivers and rubbing sore spots. 

Violet Moore, once ‘Vanities’ girl, 
is nursing ribs cracked by fall. 

Milt Crandall, RKO’s ex-ad man, 
now selling projectors to churches. 

Polly Moran at State next week, 
opposition to Palace’s date for Joe 
E. Brown. 

Ted Claire and girl he married 
here five years ago celebrated an- 
niversary. 

Stage hands’ new contracts with 
local theatres to run two years; no 
wage cuts. 

Marle Ilka Diehl and John Sher- 
wood Clubley open new little sub- 
scription theatre. 

Duncan Young pinch-hit for Al 
White when sinus trouble made him 
miss three shows. 

RKO Palace’s manager, succeed- 
ing Franky Hines, has even aired 
most of old ushers. 

Zalcony seats at Hipp going for 
two bits, but muggs have to take 
elevator up six floors. 

Ed Jacobs wants it known, to stop 
gags, that he sold his Columbus 
real estate a year ago. 

‘Doc’ Elliott, big he-man of the 
avenue, forbidden to play out-of- 
town pro football games. 

Vincent Lopez gave 
Ballroom promising send-off. 
Henry in for two weeks. 

Nikolai Sokoloff likes to tell how 


soloing in 


‘Plain 


Greystone 
Tal 


D., and Sid Wise-, he once fired Paul Whiternan for 
| jousy 


fiddling in San _ Francisco 








Symphony. 
own band. 
Howard Crow, tromboner in Earl 
Salisbury'’s band; Lohengrinned it 
with Bernice Ames, Clevelander. 

Frank Cummings, erstwhile bur- 
lesque producer, is selling heaters 
that aren’t as hot as his old shows. 

George Davis of the ‘Press’ all 
steamed up about factory system 
of running theatres. RKO men hot, 
too, but in another way. 

Gene and Glenn sign five-year 
contract with Quaker Oats, longest 
in radio history, starting Jan, l, 
1932. 

William 


It made Paul form his 


Grey here 
ager of Ohio, now 
Loew's. William 
to Rochester. 
e 
Pittsburgh 


By Ha! Cohen 


as new man- 
operated by 
Corris. returning 


Lloyd Huntley’s band opens 
Nixon cafe. 

Burg getting first taste of bank 
failures. 

One of the local stagehands 
makes the swellest beer! 


Dick Powell doubled gross at Do- 
nora the first day of his barnstorm- 
ing tour. 

Sigmund Romberg to direct or- 
chestra at premiere of ‘East Wind,’ 
at Nixon, 29. 

Dave Rubinoff gave $350 to open 
the ark in a local synagogue on 
Yom Kippur. 

Mrs. Harry Harris (Jane Thur- 
ston} in hosp for few days. Hip in- 
jured in fall. 

Joe Shuman new ass’t. m. e. of 
‘Post-Gazette,’ succeeding Frank 
Merchant, who died. 

Gambling spots expected to keep 
up the shutters until after general 
election next month, 

Charlie Herzman insists Joe 
Penner, a local fav, will be a sen- 
sation in ‘East Wind.’ 

Dave Broudy continues to polish 
up his golf; baton in discard as re- 
sult of musicians’ strike. 

Friends sending the local news- 
hounds goofy for tickets to War- 
ner’s Sunday nite previews. 

Harvey Gaul crossed the crickical 
mob by covering the _ season's 
opener in a white linen suit. 

George Jaffe likely to desert the 
Academy for the Aldine for Colum- 
bia wheel shows in January. 

‘Variety’ says George Sharp stock 
reopening at Pitt, but nobody here 
has heard anything about it. 

Ted Healy and Phil Baker dis- 
appointed ’cause their favorite dice 
spot isn’t in business these days. 

With stage shows out, Mike Cul- 
len, an expert on lighting, hasn’t 
anything to light but his cigars. 

There’s a 24-hour-a-day poker 
game in one of the downtown 
speaks, players working in shifts. 

Nite clubs brave enough to open, 
going easy on cover charges, elim- 
inating them entirely for dinner. 

Kenny Kenfield, ass’t. manager 
Warner, and Bill Zeiler, who has 
the same post at the Stanley, room- 
mates. 

Dr. Milton Jena, local medico, 
George S. Kaufman and Irving 
Pichel used to musketeer together 
around here, 

Bill Bahmer, ‘Post-Gazette’s’ ex- 
drama ed., and Paul Ferrero, for- 
mer political ed., same rag, now 
political p. a.’s. 

His pals around here waiting for 
Walter Chambers’ tome on Judge 
Seabury. Chambers used to be with 
the ‘Sun-Tele,’ now he’s with the 
‘World- Telegram.’ 





Reno 


— 


Don Dilliaway, new Fox star, flew 
up from Hollywood on Wednesday 
(23) for a four-hour visit. 

Jack Dempsey and Jerry the 
Greek have taken to the sticks for 
a month while Jack pounds a drill 
in a mine to toughen up his mitts. 

Mrs. Jack Van Lasberg, who 
stepped im the ‘Follies’ as Audrey C. 
Grace not many years ago, is now 
a graduate of the Reno divorce mill. 

John Hamlin, pres. Western Writ- 
ers’ League, who shuffled books in 
the Reno public library 20 years ago, 
spent week-end here on lecture tour. 

Two gambling houses and a cou- 
ple of restaurants passed out of the 
Reno picture this week. Biz is not 
so hot since the weather got cold 
and the tourists quit coming. 

Rumors of reconciliation between 
Nealy Vanderbilt, Jr., and his sec- 
ond wife, Mary Wier Logan, are 
rife here. They were divorced fol- 
lowing the Peter Arno empty gun 
episode. 

Priscilla Peabody Talbot, who as 
the wife of John Alden Talbot held 
a prominent spot in exclusive Long 
Island social circles, is on her way 
home from Reno with a brand new 
divorce decree, 

Nevada's candidate for 
Commander of the 


National 
American Le- 


gion, George W. Malone, stepped 
out of the picture as soon as he 
landed in Detroit. Malone is Gov. 


jalzar’s right hand man. 








Mexico City 


By Doug Grahame 





Mona Rico, United Artists Mexi- 
can player, accompanied by Jim N, 
Crofton, member of the syndicate 
that operates Agua Caliente, visited 
President Rubio. Nothing official in 
the call, they said. 

Special state tax of 8% 


L on film 
house £ross receipts 


threatens ta 
close all cinemas in Pachuca 


» capi- 
tal of Hidalgo state, and in towns 
throughout that commonwealth, 
Hidalgo, near here, is one of the 
world’s greatest silver producing 
centers. 

Holding that charges of piracy 
were well founded, a local district 
court judge has forbidden further 
presentation of a revue. called 
“Vamanos con Pancho Villa’ (‘Let’s 


Go with Pancho Villa’), staged at 
Teatro Iris by an all-Mexican com- 
pany headed by Roberto Soto, a 
comedian. Author of.a book of sim- 
ilar name complained that much of 
the material in the revue was his, 
but that he had not authorized its 
theatrical use. 

This burg has become a first- 
class city by a presidential edict 
that boosted the number of regular 
residents to over 1,000,000 and made 
metropolitan two ancient munici- 
palities. Somebody in the civic gov- 
ernment in scanning the 1930 na- 
tional census returns was shocked 
to find that Mexico City hada popu- 
lation. just under 1,000,000 and 
therefore couldn’t rate classifica- 
tion as a first-class city. This was 
drawn to the attention of the head 
man, who immediately promulgated 
the desired edict. 





Loop 





Paul 
Paris. 

Frank Delmaine in town to take 
up his job at the Equity post. 

xene Hamilton, NBC announcer, 
goes back to WTAM, Cleveland. 

Marvin Lee is back on the road 
for DeSylva, Brown & Henderson. 

Al Zugsmith is on the Edgewater 
Beach payroll but lives at the Sher- 
man. 

Everett Mitchell 
before 
man. 

Sue Carol and Nick Stuart tested 
for radio discs, with a commercial 
interested. 

Billle Fields, new p.a. for Ted 
Weems, claims the New Yorker as 
background. 

Fred Lowenthal back after get- 
ting his own first-hand on the Rus- 
sian endeavor. 

Wallace Butterworth, NBC spieler, 
is carded for a marital merger in 
Montreal, Oct. 31. 

Local radio columnists are going 
in heavy for logrolling sports 
among themselves. 

Jim Cook's new daughter contin- 
ues the paternal tradition by ar- 
riving with red hair. 

William Paley, CBS pres., and his 
first v. p., Edward Klauber, in New 
York on a new station hookup deal. 

U. J. (‘Sport’) Herrmann letting 
the booking of the Cort slide until 
he’s finished up with the New York 
radio show. 


Minneapolis 


By LES REES 


Oscara east, and likely to 


sold insurance 
he became a WENR mike- 





Football gets under way. 

Night clubs off to a slow start. 

Lots of rain. Hurting show biz. 

Poorest of all baseball seasons at 
an end. 

Stock market break causing 
plenty of grief in local show circles, 

After week with Bainbridge stock 
Wesley Barry is playing Publix 
houses. 

Publix officials and managers 
staged big party for Abe Sundberg, 
State manager, newlywed. 

Gene Braughtigam, KSTP radio 
station engineer in charge of remote 
poner. a father again. It’s a daugh- 
er. 

Ten acts participated in RKO- 
KSTP radio station talent search at 
Orpheum. Winners to receive four 
weeks of playing time. 

‘Buzz’ Bainbridge to put on plays 
for children at his stock house 
Saturday mornings under the spon- 
sorship of Woman’s Club. 

Harold Kaplan and Lou Breese, 
manager and master of ceremonies 
at Minnesota, back from week fish- 
ing in northern Minnesota. 

Kenneth Hammond from Publix 
New York accounting department 
here to supervise removal of di- 
vision’s accounting department to 
Gotham. 

Two tom-tom beaters in front of 
KRO Orpheum to provide jungle at- 
mosphere for ‘East of Borneo’ drove 
customers away and pair put back 
at ushering. 

Publix Northwest circuit makes 
its first addition in many months, 
acquiring theatre at Madison, 8S. D., 
from the Wagner Amusement Co. of 
Sioux Falls, S. D. 

Thurston, magician, drew more 
people into Minnesota on his Satur- 
day and Sunday than Paul] White- 
man did on those days. sy 1 p. m, 
Sunday 5,500 admissions had been 
sold. House seats 4,200, 
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Dry Ex-Chief Indicted 
In Bogus Bond Affair, 
But Still Snooping 


palmer Canfield, former Prohibi- 
tion Administrator of New York 
State, tried and failed to clean up 
the wet spots and the 999,000 (more 
or less) speaks along Broadway, 
was indicted by the New York 
County Grand Jury, Friday(26) for 
grand larceny and forgery. The 
alleged crimes grew out of a liquor 
deal and Canfield is alleged to have 
acted as a fixer. 


The former dry czar of New 
York and one of President Hoover's 
white-haired boys, is charged with 
‘obtaining a loan of $7,000 from 
Harris & Co., brokers, of the Hotel 
Commodore by putting up counter- 
feit New York Central bonds sup- 
posed to be worth $25,000. He claims 
he received the bonds as a lawyer's 
‘fee for his efforts to have reinstated 
a revoked permit for an East Side 
sacramental wine concern. The 
former proprietor of the wine shop 
denied he gave him the bonds, but 
admitted he had paid Canfield $400 
for ‘expenses’ to Washington to 
confer with the high prohibition 
officials in his behalf. 

The permit was never restored 
and the wine dealer said he did not 
give Canfield any other compensa- 
tion. The District Attorney be- 
lieves Canfield is shielding the per- 
son who actually gave him the 
bogus securities. 

Canfield says he is now employed 
at $1,000 a month by a dry organi- 
zation called the National Civic 
League of Washington. His job is to 
check up on speakeasies and the 
locations of rum boats and also to 
find out what the Coast Guard 
people are doing to earn their pay. 

He declared the Civic League is re- 
imbursed by the Treasury Depart- 
ment. 








Green Pajamas Issue 


When Girls Fall Out 


A pair of nile green silk pajamas, 
owned by Ruth Fine, 202 Riverside 
Drive, created a furore in West Side 
Court when they were displayed to 
Dodge, 
‘Sleepers’ that park themselves in 


Magistrate William C. 


court daily emerged from their leth- 


argy. 
Helen Kennedy, 


them. 
Helen learned of this, 


pajamas home. 


Miss Kennedy cried when arrest- 
ed and told the cops Miss Fine 
owed her $6. She took the pajamas 
in lieu of the money, she averred. 


She was discharged, 








17-year pretty 
nurse, sobbed her denial of the theft 
of the pajamas. Miss Kennedy and 
Miss Fine were chums for years. 
Recently a rift occurred between 
Miss Fine took the pajamas 
to a cleaner at 2505 Broadway. 
paid the 
cleanern’s bill of $1.75 and took the 


Relativity 





Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
Bob Hall, of U. S. C., cur- 
rently in Paramount's ‘Touch- 
down,’ has a car waiting for 
him at the studio every day 
at 2 p. m. to take him to foot- 

ball practice. 
Nothing done 
him to classes. 


JOHN STEEL’S INCOME 
CUT-CAN’T PAY EX-WIFE 


Yonkers, N. Y., Sept. 28. 

Mrs. Sidonie Steel, first wife of 
John Steel, has asked the Supreme 
Court at White Plains to adjudge 
her former husband in contempt 
because he is allegedly $15,400 in 
arrears in alimony, piling up at 
$150 weekly. 

Steel opposed the application on 
the ground his incomes has been 
reduced. to $350 a week, part of 
which goes for railorad fare, ward- 
robe and salary of an accompanist. 
Decision reserved. 


Friendly Little Thing, but 
She Had Her Limit 


Refusing to be socked around by 
a drinking companion caused the 
arrest of Lillian Gilson, 30, model, 
210 West 43d street in the Hotel 
Stanley, 124 West 47th street. 

Lillian’s husband, Harry, 40, was 
also arrested when he went to the 
Stanley to punch George Kelly, 44, 
motion picture operator, living at 
the Stanley. 

Lillian was fined $50 or five days. 
Kelly received a suspended sentence 
as did Lillian’s husband. The lat- 
ter hurried from court to dig the $50 
to get his wife out. 

Kelly said he met Lillian in a 
‘speako’ in West 46th street. She 
joined him in a few drinks. Then 
she went to his apartment in the 
Stanley. He awoke and found, he 
said, Lillian exploring his trouser 
pockets. He had $29, he said. 

Kelly said he looked for his 
dough and found it gone. He de- 
manded an explanation after he 
had ‘biffed’ her. Instead Lillian 
fled. But she was back presently 
with her husband, Harry. 

The Gilsons stepped into his flat 
and the battle was on Lillian 
stopped a few more blows. Lamps 
and other objects were used as 
missiles. 

Detective Hymie Levine who was 
looking for safe burglars in the 
neighborhood heard the racket. He 
hurried for the Kelly flat, separated 
the combatants and locked them up. 


cbout taking 




















Two New Shows 


Frank Montgomery is staging new 
shows for the Little Roumanian res- 
taurant and Park Piaza hotel, New 
York. 

Former show will have six girls 
and four principals and opens Oct. 
10. Latter starts Oct. 5 with a band 





and 10 on the floor. 
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The Sight of a Lifetime 


EAST of BORNEO 


A Universal Picture with 
CHARLES 
BEOART BICKFORD | 


; uway 

PALACE este ite. 2.3. 
EDWARD G. ROBINSON 
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SHAW and LEE 
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INA CLAIRE 


in “REBOUND” 
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with SLIM SUMMERVILLE 
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FRED & ADELE 


ASTAIRE MORGAN 
HELEN TILLY 
BRODERICK LOSCH 
{ 


The BAND WAGON 
THE PERFECT REVUE 
New Amsterdam,W.42 St. Evs.8.30. Mts.Wed.,Sat 


NORMA SHEARER 


and CLARK GABLE 
in “A FREE SOUL” 


A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
icture 





cOOoL 


Revue 
Bunchuk and Orchestra 


APITOL B'WAY & 


5ist St. 


50th St. & Tth Ave 
The World’s Theatre 

ZANE GREY’S 
immortal story of the bad lands 


“RIDERS OF THE 
PURPLE SAGE” 


On the stage—‘Black and White’’ Revue, 
dazzling musical show 





Beginning Friday “SOB SISTER” 
with James Dunn and Linda Watkins 





Hollywood’s New Show 
New show opens at the Holly- 
wood, New York, Oct. 18. Al Katz 
and Kittens probable orch. with 
and Mimi, Frank Hazard, 
tenor, as part of the troupe. 


Caesar 





teri, a possible feature. 


|Loughran on Toboggan 


Didn’t Look Too Good 


Around 15,000 were present for 
the ‘Daily Mirror’s’ radio fund 
heavyweight card at the Queens- 
boro Stadium Tuesday night (22). 
Final bout had Tommy Loughran 
and Joe Sekyra as principals, with 
the latter chasing the boxing artist 





all over the ring for what seemed, 
at the worst, a draw decision. So 
Loughran won the official verdict 


to a healthy squawk from a shirt- 
sleeved throng. The show drew 
around $25,000. 


Inside the small wooden bowl 
Sekyra was being quoted on the 
short end of the disparaging prices 
of 3, 5 and 8 to 1. And the price 
makers were wrong again, for the 
way the battle unfurled it was 
strictly an even money affray, with 
the Bohemian getting none the 
worst of it. 


Loughran, who looked to be under 
wraps for the first six rounds, was 
making Sekyra miss pretty often 
but spent most of the time going 
backwards and being outscored by 
the Dayton boy. But in the sev- 
enth round Tommy suddenly 
launched his first offensive which 
must have lasted about a minute, 
or until Sekyra ripped a left to the 
ear which didn’t do Loughran any 
good and followed by spearing 
Thomas on the chin with a solid 
right that changed Loughran’s at- 
tack into a retreat. That wallop 
was sufficient to keep Tommy on 
the defensive until the 10th episode 
at which point Loughran, evidently 
realizing he was in a spot, cut loose 
again and threw enough leather at 
the Ohio lad’s head to easily give 
him the round. But it still looked 
like Sekyra, or possibly a draw, 
until they announced the verdict. 


The bout couldn’t have done 
Loughran any good for Sekyra 
looked as fast as Tommy on this 
particular night and handed out 
most of the punishment by a wide 
margin. But that Loughran is still 
quite a boxer was also evident. 


Retzlaff’s Tech 


Charley Retzlaff, whom the boys 
have been pyramiding into a box- 
office draw, and who was tearing 
through a broken field until Sekyra 
slowed him down recently, socked 
his way to a quick technical 
knockout in the semi-final over 
Dick Onken, Long Island boy, who 
was big, blonde and willing, if 
inept. For his round and a half of 
effort Retzlaff drew a royal razz 
and Onken cheers on his gameness, 
the kid protesting all over the joint 
at the referee's action. Consensus. 
however, was that the official had 
the right interpretation. 


Pauline has dug up a tough kid 
in his protege, Olaquibal, who bat- 
tered Abe Callahan Lipschitz 
around for five rounds. Spanish 
boy wasn’t even fazed by anything 
his opponent threw at him and was 
bringing across punches’ which 
started from nowhere. All bouts 
other than the closing two were 
five round affairs. 


Vincent Perrile, from the Argen- 
tine, and Jerry Pavelac, also of 
Long Island, staggered through 
four rounds a‘ter tiring themselves 
out in the opening session. Per- 
rile couldn’t do much with his man 
and on the other end Pavelac’s at- 
tack was limited to a continuous 
chopping of the back of the South 
American's head which wasn’t very 
far from a series of rabbit punches. 
Paveiac, a husk, impressed as 
though he can take it, but no evi- 
dence that he can give it either. 


A Big Bambino 


Ray Impelettiere put 265 pounds 
on display and astounded the as- 
semblage with an exhibition or 
speed for a man of his size. This 
may have been due, to some extent, 
to the slowness of Frank Zavete 
who hit the canvass twice and the 
second time permanently. This 
fracas also finished in the second 
round with the first knockdown in 
the opening round drawing a 
chuckle from the mob. Zavete 
weighed in at 213 and Impelettiere 
made the rest of the principals look 
like lightweights for the remainder 
of the night; Latter may be a 
prospect as he gives evidence of 
knowing how to handle himself, 

Leading the parade were Jake 
Warren, colored, and Vincent Dun- 
can, With Duncan probably spend- 
ing all day Wednesday ina dentist's 
chair as the result of a fourth 
round right to the mouth which 
cost him a few teeth and ended 





the fight. 
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GAMES 


Northwestern-Nebraska 





Probable Football Winners 
and Proper Odds 





By Sid Silverman 


October 3 


Notre Dame-Indiana ...e+ee+ee2-Notre Dame 
Pittsburgh-lowa ...... ccocccccocPitesburgh .. 
Carnegie Tech-W. & J. .esseees-Carnegic Tech oecosseesesses Even 
ecceeeee Northwestern 
St. Mary’s-California .......+++-St. Mary's 

(Predictions based on fair weather) 


es 


WINNERS ODDS 


eeeeeeeeeeee sees 8/5 
6/5 


@eeeeeeeeeeveeece 5/4 


eeerevee eeeeeeeseece 5/3 








FOOTBALL FILMS EASE 
AWAY FROM OLD PLOT 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
With football pictures admittedly 
a box-office asset, producers are 
finding it tough to get away from 


the only story formula ever made 
about pigskin. Winning the game 
in the last 10 seconds has become so 
standard that while the audience 
can always anticipate the climax, 
film companies are afraid to get 
away from it. 

Paramount is trying it with 
‘Touchdown’ by not having the an- 
ticipated final scoring, but is wor- 
ried about audience reaction. Studio 
is also realizing that leading men 
can’t remain college boys all their 
lives and have made Richard Arlen 
and Jack Oakie coaches instead of 
players. 

Projected Holt-Graves stadium 
sonata at Columbia may make a bid 
for more credibility with the pair 
as rival coaches. 

Universal's ‘Spirit of Notre Dame’ 
attempts to get away from the con- 
fines of the formula football script 
by going heavily on line bucks and 
light on love scenes. 








MORRISONS SEPARATING 


Papers Reported Signed—Elsie 
Morrison Expects to Go to Coast 


The Charles Morrisons have 
agreed once again to separate. This 
time, both claim, as they have at 
least 10 times previously, that it is 
final. 

Charlie Morrison is the agent. His 
wife’s first husband was Bill Kent. 
there are three children, two Kents 
and one Morrison. 

Former separations, suits and 
threats of and with the Morrisons 
have been suppressed by the vari- 
ous columnists and others, in the 
hope that through the children the 
Morrisons might hold together. As 
the Morrisons apparently don’t care 
how many times they repeat, the 
newspapermen are tired of with- 
holding news. 

Elsie Morrison announces she ex- 
pects to leave for Hollywood when 


Mrs. Walter Winchell goes west. 
Mrs. Morrison will take the 
children and the car along. Her 


weekly drawing account has been 
agreed upon by attorneys on both 
sides. 

Other developments 
are possible. 


meanwhile 





Whoopee Steerers 


Detectives attached to Inspector 
Tom (Red) Walsh's staff have ar- 
rested several steerers near Broad- 
way and 42d street. 

The prisoners sidled up to the 
cops and whispered where they can 
be entertained. Cops went along to 
a joint in West 40th street, where 
they were introduced to women. 

The sleuths grabbed both girls 
and boy-friend. 

Magistrate William C. Dodge 
bawled one defendant arraigned be- 
fore him. Steerers were held in 
high bail. 

Assistant District Attorney Mar- 
tin Binder stated to the Magistrate 
that the District Attorney's office 
intend to prosecute to the limit de- 
fendants arraigned on this charge. 





Gallery Wants Fighters 

Hollywood, Sept. 23. 
Tom Gallery, manager and match- 
maker of the Hollywood Legion 
Stadium, left here last week for 
Chicago and New York to line up a 

couple of outdoor bouts for L. A. 
Gallery's Canzoneri-Payne bout 
last month was the biggest L. A. 


had in three years, grossing over 
$40,900, 





Vendig Manager and 3 
Go on Trial in Case 
Of Broker Kidnapping 


Four men, including the manager 





of a Broadway hotel, and a woman 
were placed on trial before a jury 
and Judge Joseph E. 
General 


Corrigan in 
Sessions Monday (28) 
charged with kidnapping and hold« 


ing for ransom Charles M. Rosen« 
thal, young broker of Lawrence, I, 
I. If convicted the defendants face 
a maximum sentence of 50 years 
each. 

The defendants are: Nicholas 
Rutigliano, manager of the Hotel 
Vendig, West 47th street; Marcus 
Blumenthal, 587 Riverside Drive; 
Albert Sileo, Theodore Adinolpi and 
Betty Stewart Green, former night 
club performer. The girl was used, 
according to the police, to lure 
Rosenthal to an apartment on Au- 
gust 11. He was held a prisoner 
until August 28 when he was re- 
leased from a flat at 68 West 144th 
street 17 days later, after the gang 
believed the ransom of $50,000 had 
been paid. 

The money, the serial numbers of 
which the police retained, was left 
in a package at the Hotel Vendig. 
Rutigliano, alias Green, the hotel 
manager and said to be the leader 
of the gang, according to the police 
kept about $35,000 of the money. 
The rest the police recovered. All 
the defendants are held in the 
Tombs. 


‘WHATINHELL’ AND SUCH 
JAKE WITH WIRE C0’ 


Los Angeles, Sept. 28. 

Local representatives of both 
Western Union and Postal claim 
that all this talk about the com- 
panies prohibiting use of certain 
words is so much hooey. 

According to them one can write 
anything he pleases outside of pro- 
fanity or words which could be cone 
strued as libelous by the receiver. 
If you care to run several words to~ 
gether or misspell cuss words such 
as ‘whatinhell’ or ’ell’ it’s okay with 
the wire companies. 








‘Lousey’ Lovely 


Impression that ‘lousey’ and other 
such slang expressions are barred is 
all wet. One official said if they 
barred ‘lousey’ it would be impos- 
sible for picture critics to wire their 
reviews. 

Once upon a time it was con- 

sidered jake to use strong language 
on the wires as long as it didn't 
include the wire companies. That 
was in the days when they had 
regular Morse keys operated by 
hard boiled guys whose only 
pleasure was tapping up 4 wire 
vith plenty of spice. 
"ee the ehaaennte teletype 
machines have been installed, doing 
away with the hand operators, girls 
have been substituted for bo 
tobacco eating muggs. Companies 
are anxious to keep the girls — 
blushing and are more careful abou 
the English used in telegrams. 





Philly Golf Prizes 


Phil Reisman (Universal) = 
Harvey Day (Educational) ays 
sneaked away to crash pers f 
annual exchange-men’s and en 
golf tournament in Philstere es 
came back with prizes. one 
won a cigaret gadget and Day @ 
of matched driving clubs. - 

Away back when, Day weasel 
exchange man in Philly but on 
man in his career missed the to ae 

Dave Chatkin, of Publix, . ° 
went down but couldn't ian¢ 
prize. 
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Uneommon Chatter 


By Ruth Morris 





7 
[a 





Palace Greets a Bride 

Broadway is somehow sensitive 
to the family life of the Stones. 
When Dorothy made her debut, 
sentimentalists on the street sup- 

osed to be hard-boiled watched 
with tear-dimmed eyes as mimicry 
of Papa Fred carried a theatricai 
tradition into the second tradition. 
Then came Paula, and Broadway 
ghook its head over the sweetness 
of a united theatrical family. Now 
Daughter Dorothy has found a 
mate, and Broadway hearts brim 
over again. 

Dorothy brought her new hus- 
band to the Palace, and audience 
ladies found him a charming young 
man and a perfectly swell dancer. 
They approve of the match, assum- 
ing the right Stone Pere has given 
them to be interested in the family 
circle. At Saturday’s matinee 
Mama, Papa, Grandmother, Grand- 
father, Paula and the youngest 
Stepping Stone all rose to bow an 
official blessing. With dewey-eyed 
tenderness an enraptured audience 
rejoiced with Papa Stone that Dor- 
othy had found a ‘clean, fine-mind- 
ed boy—one hundred per cent 
American.’ 

The petite dancer doesn’t need 
a family reclame to put her over— 
but it’s an awfully good idea, par- 
ticularly for an opening day at the 
Palace. Miss Stone, unlike most 
dancers, saves her ballroom waltz 
until the last, completely captivat- 
ing the audience with the fresh 
beauty of a perfect routine. Her 
costume is right to the last rosebud 
and flounce of cloudy pink chiffon. 

Kate Smith sings her heart out, 
wailing a blues or cutting a hot 
caper with heartening lack of af- 
fectation. When she has won the 
audience with her full, rich voice 
and dancing remarkably graceful 
for a large woman, she good-na- 
turedly moves her own piano and 
convinces them anew of what a 
grand scout she is. This week Miss 
Smith is upholstered in black vel- 
vet, a flattering fabric that uses no 
gtyle judgment in line and fitting. 

Bernice and Emily must learn 
goed taste before their costumes 
can be rated with excellent acro- 
batic and tap routines. At present 
they approve of sequins, massed or 
scattered over satin surfaces, hair 
hats with long silver streamers, 
combinations of green chiffon, pink 
silk, silver lace and_ rosebuds. 
Clothes and make-up do as much 
as they can to disguise the fact that 
the girls are pretty and carry them- 
selves with style, 

Richy Craig, who bills himself as 
the ‘World’s Unknown Humorist,’ 
has an Unkown Assistant who 
dances smartly in a dance abbre- 
viation of black sequins, and has a 
neat turn at light-minded comedy. 


Mamas Envy Big Girl 

Housewives who attend matinees 
of ‘Ladies of Creation’ probably go 
home and slam the dinner dishes 
around the kitchen, working fever- 
ishly to blot out the glowing com- 
parison, promised by Gladys Un- 
&er’s play, of woman in the business 
world. 

Miss Unger believes that feminine 
dissembling and intuition are un- 
conquerable weapons in careers 
Outside the home. Aided by Chry- 
stal Herne, chief lady of creation, 
the playwright propounds the theory 
that a clever business woman need 
only show a discreet inch of silk 
stocking or flaunt a lip-stick to 
land a contract. By appearing at her 
shop in luxurious costumes, over- 
coming moneyed barons with fem- 
inine tactics, prefixing every state- 
ment with honeyed laughter, Miss 
Herne makes a working girl's lot 
seem very simple—not nearly as 
hard as baking a cake. 

Ladies restrained by the family 
budget envy the heroine the femin- 
ine privilege of re-arranging the 
furniture and changing the hang- 
ings in her shop every time the 
fancy strikes her. Sitting dreamy- 
eyed, gazing wistfully over the 
audiences and thinking of the liitle 
home and kiddies she might have 
ad is, to the audience matron, a 
more delicious pastime than being 
Practical 


a over the necessity of 
; arning little Junior's socks. A 
louse-wife in her home-work-hop, 


cannot effect the rich blue velvet, 
deeply bordered with platinum fox, 
worn to work by Miss Herne. A 
Becond Sown of classically draped 
of gold makes the marts of 
— even more alluring. Audience 
Sanee agree with Miss Unger on the 

macy of feminine shrewdness 
ut they wonder how a woman with 


Cloth 


a voice as irritating as Miss Herne’s 
could go so far in the business 
world. 

Another lady of creation expends 
her moving picture salary on gig- 
olos. Audience ladies wouldn’t care 
to stand in her shoes. Hired admir- 
ers tire of her bounty and stroll o/f 
to the altar with poor and depend- 
ent stenographers, A part that aims 
to be obviously comic is played in 
similar key by Dorothy Mackaye 
who manages to look smart in ri- 
diculous impressions of the clothes 
of a picture star. 

Paula Trueman’s interpretation 
of the stenographer goes a step be- 
yond realism to achieve a delicate 
satire on a dumb but honest work- 
ing girl. Spring Byington gives a 
sympathetic account of a neglected, 
unsuspecting housewife, conserva- 
tively well-dressed In a blue wool 
Vionnet relieved by applications ot 
black caracul. 


What Jungle Maids Wear 
‘East of Borneo’ a calm brow, 
a steady gaze are all an ingenue 
need take with her to conquer the 
death that creeps through the 
jungle. A few of the wild animals 
of Borneo are visibly restrained by 
leashes that run out of the camera 
frame into the hands of trainers, 
proving that a girl has little to fear 
from the lower order of menace 
But the subjugation of an Eastern 
Potentate is more nerve-wracking 
and calls for fuller preparation, as 
Rose Hobart explains to Mayfair 
audiences, 

Miss Hobart’s first requisite for 
jungle exploring is a smart ward- 
robe trunk. In addition to several 
sleek riding habits, it contains a 
sports frock for afternoons on the 
terrace—just in case the traveler 
should encounter a terrace East of 
Borneo. High heeled slippers, dia- 
mond earrings, clips and necklaces 
should be among the accessories. 
Evening gowns had best be in frag- 
ile lace or shimmering satin, neck- 
lines daringly low to raise the tem- 
perature of the East Indian Prince. 
A pearl-handled revolver is also 
recommended. With these items, 
plus a Chanel copy in pale tweed, 
excellent ensemble for disembark- 
ing, the heroine is well equipped 
for a pleasant jungle holiday. 


In 





Audacious Hale Girls 

Aided by the Capitol’s costume 
designer, the Chester Hales stroll 
off with the honors of ‘Fantastique.’ 
Black jet is responsible for their 
triumph, jet that swathes figures 
thrown into high relief by back- 
grounding chiffon panels masking 
the stage in a tiered triangle. Econ- 
omy of montone fabric and simple 
contrast works a miracle of chic 
and beauty, all too rare on a stage 
customarily cluttered with eye- 
aching gold and silver. This num- 
ber is led by a ballerina whose cir- 
cular skirt gleams with silver se- 
quins grading into midnight blue. 

As ‘Ladies of the Evening,’ the 
dancers parade before a deep blue 
drop dusted with radiant stars. 
Trailing veils of chiffon cover them 
in cloudy transparency that is pro- 
tected from picture house censure 
by under-dressing of serviceable, 
slightly unaesthetic union _ suits. 
The Capitol goes as near Earl Car- 
roll nudity as it dares. 

Costumes for Ubangi Dance 
Priestesses are more audacious, 
consisting of. skirts patterned in 
primitive design, attached at hip- 
length to revealing chiffon bodices. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Pen Tahar, son, in 
St. Vincent's hospital, Hollywood, 
Sept. 20. Mother and father are in 
Lois Torres’ act. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Cook, & 
daughter, in the Evanston (IlI.) hos- 
pital, Sept. 23. Father is assistant 





Sept. 23 in Hiolly wood. Mother 


(Betty Alborn) is an actress and 
the father is a Warner Bros. di- 


American Hospital, Chicago, Sept. 





Parents profession- 
and Doucett. 


24, 
ally are 


daughter. 
tussell 


| 

| 

rector, 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Russell mE 
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Did You Know That 


Walter Winchell and Sidney 
Skolsky attracted quite a crowd 
the other night when they played 
table baseball...Lilian Sande 
up and married that wholesale 
grocer and is honeymooning on 
the yacht...Elizabeth Hines 
and her banker hubby officiated 
at the wedding...Dorothy Mac- 
Kaye gives a very deft per- 
[ in ‘Ladies of Crea- 








formance 
tion’...Frances Fields, niece of 
the famous Lew, and Lilian 
Hertz have opened a dress shop 
together...the beautiful daugh- 
ter of Irene Rich will be seen 
in Francine Larrimore’s new 
play... Virginia Smith has been 
making quite a success of 
broadcasting lately...Peggy 
Allenby wore a lovely black 
and white costume, Sunday 
night, dining at L’aiglon... 
Lynn Fontanne was beautifully 
photographed in ‘The Guards- 
nan’...Nanette Guilford sang 
divinely on the Atwater Kent 
hour Sunday night...Bobbie 
Crawford and Mary Lucas, 
Radie Harris and Inez Court- 
ney were among those who en- 
joyed the Friars dinner to 
Chevalier...the Mayfair club 
opens Oct. 17...QOna Munson 
is studying German these days 
.--the Charlie Eindfelds have 
taken a new apartment on Cen- 
tral Park West...Dorothy 
Matthews wears an exquisite 
ashes of roses, flat crepe, gown 
with a white organdie fischu 
and no back, in I Love An 
Actress’...Muriel Kirkland’s 
gowns are stunning, too...the 
Harlan Thompsons refer to 
the new member as ‘Dingbat.’ 








Going Places 


By Cecelia Ager 





Roxy’s Sable and Snow Punch 

The Roxy calls its stage show 
‘Black and White’ Revue, but it 
hasn’t the courage to stick to its 
colors. Blues, greens, yellows, reds 
creep in and it’s too bad. A strict- 
ly black and white show, with the 


Roxy facilities for production and 
lighting could be something exalt- 


ing, exciting, new. Black and white 
predominating has been done many 
times, but the two by themselves 
hold unplumbed possibilities. The 
Roxyettes give a sample of the 
great dash inherent in this stark 
combination in their drill titled} 
White and Black (to distinguish it 
perhaps from the number that fol- 





lows, named simply Black and 
White). 

These 32 maidens have a perpen- 
dicular line dropped straight 


through their centers to split them 
bin halves, one all white, the other 
all black. Hisgh-necked tights en- 
case them, with little hip-length 
skirts made like stiffened loops of 
ribbon matching similar ruffs round 
their necks. Their heads are hidden 
in helmets that continue down their 
faces to become masks and give 
these very precise dancers a new, 
sinister look. Costumes so definite 
in color and line enhance the me- 
chanical perfection of the troupe, 
flood work with a thrilling 
brilliance, 
Charlotte 
Rene 
white 


its 


Ayres appears. with 
and Company in the black, 
and some more colors that 


with her long gloves and proper 
piled-on-high blonde coiffure, but 
an angel none the less. 


Secrets Among Ladies 
There may still be some lady film 
fans left who've never read ‘Riders 


of the Purple Sage’ nor seen its 
previous screen versions, but the 
new picturization of the Zane Grey 
classic won't believe it. The new 
interpretation goes ahead on the 
assumption that no one could not 


know and love Lassiter and be con- 
versant with the wrongs he’s going 
to avange. Such complacency can 
be mighty irritating to ladies, for 
feminene curiosity is fact, not 
fancy. The girls feel annoyed at 
the way the cast drops remarks 
about its past and doesn’t bother 
to explain them. 

Margaret Churchill is a lady ranch 
owner who mentions the violent 
murder of her father, but how did 
it happen, why, who did it, what 
for? She has an adopted child, a 
curly headed little tot with great 
screen presence, but who are her 
real parents, why did Miss Church- 
ill adopt her? Ladies, especially 
maiden ladies, don’t adopt babes in 
pictures without a certain reason, 
And who is Bess, played by pretty 
Yvonne Pelletier? Why does she 
live with a gang of villianous cattle 


rustlers, and since she does, how 
does she remain so dewy? Too 
many loose ends. 

If the ladies can master their 





look ii2 compromise, finale. Miss 





Ayes is an adagio dancer with a 





MARRIAGES 


Rita Le Roy to Benj. Hirschfield, 
Los Angeles, Sept. 27. 
is a film actress, 
agent. 


Groom 


in Los Angeles recently. 
partners in vaude. 


Beatrice Powers, former show- 
girl, to James Kirkwood, actor, Sept. 
23 in Las Vegas, Nev. 

Fay Pierre, films, to Dana Boller, 
aviator, Sept. 27 in Hollywood. 

Margaret Breen, legit, to Arthur 
Hamburger, non-pro, Sept. 24 in 
Hollywood. 


Miss Le Roy 
is an 


Isabelle Dwan to Bobby Pinkus 
Couple are 


standard routine actually, who 
makes it seem something delicately 
different because she attaches an 
ankle length white chiffon accordion 
plated skirt to her white satin leo- 
tards, and dresses up her arms in 
long white kid gloves. She’s tossed 
through the air by three stalwart 
gents, just like hundreds of other 
adagio dancers, but the graceful 
swirls of her chiffon skirt in motion 
give her an attenuated, wraithlike 
quality that’s a nice change. Since 
the exigencies of their training deny 
adagio dancers the curves of sex 
appeal, they can at least look like 
floating angels, which Miss Ayres 
does. A slightly formal angel, what 








Party Build-Up 


By Grace Green 





Hollywood, Sept. 26. 

Everybody turned out for the 
welcome home party to Marion Da- 
vies at the Ambassador. All the 
social wellknowns were there and 
that’s not forgetting Jimmie Du- 
rante, for Schnozzola has gone so- 
cial in a big way. 

The outer room of the Hote] Am- 
bassador’s dining room was a re- 
plica of an Alaskan mining town 
with slot machines, pictures of old 
time characters and a bar, etc, 

Inside, the marvelous’ Ernesto 
Lecuano Cuban band, which Ben 
Piazza imported for Metro from Ha- 
vana, officiated along with Gus Arn- 
heim’s and other orchestra. Lecuano 
is the famous Cuban composer of 
the popular ‘Siboney,’ and played 
beautifully. He is in demand for 
parties out here. 5 

A special newspaper edition with 
newsboys shouting ‘Welcome Home 
Marion Davies’ was distributed at 
the party. The tall six-foot high 
ice blocks spelled out, letter by 
letter, Miss Davies’ name and all-in- 
all the affair was put on with much 
pemp and splendor. 

The guests’. included: Aileen 
Pringle in a simple light green satin 
zown with crystal shoulder straps; 
| Eleanor Boardman in black velvet 
!zgown and short jacket banded with 
| 








of NBC’s Chicago press department. | sable; Ina Claire in white velvet; 

Mr. and Mrs. Curtis R. Vance Carmelita Geraghty in black chiffon 
daughter, Sept. 25. Father is man- |and lace, Mildred Davis Lloyd 
ager Hollis theatre, L. I. Mother |chose cream satin designed in 
was formerly with Harry Miller F wee arls and brilliants; Kathryn Car- 
Theatrical Enterprises. |}ver Menjou wore a stunning white 

Mr. and Mrs. Victor Krupa, ;lace gown with a short chin hilla | 
daughter, born Sept. 25 at the Krupa | wrap. Mics Davies’ smart gown was 
home in Westwood, N. J. The fa-]| of’ white crepe with an unusual 
ther is with Educational Pictures, | bodice treatment. 

Mr. and Mrs. Al Alborn, son, | 


The nearest approach to a big 
metropolis is San Francisco about 
500 miles north of Los Angeles 
Plenty of night life, smart shops 
and stylish women. Market street 
is a combined Broadway and 5th 
avenue, and outclasses the smart- 


est Hollywood or Los Angeles ap- 
parel shoppes in dash and prices. 





Little Bits 

If Reno and divorce are men- 
tioned, when Nancy Carroll or 
Loretta Young are around, they im- 
mediately dash out of the room. 

Harold B. Franklin doesn’t like 
Empress Eugenie hats either. 

This makes nine months for Sid 
Grauman’s mother in the Cedars of 
Lebanon hospital with that broken 
leg. But plenty of visitors daily. 

Cliff Work would probably stand 
a good chance running for Mayor 
of San Francisco, 

Las Vegas is becoming more and 
more popular as an elopement spot. 

The inside stuff is that Gloria 
Swanson and Michae] Farmer aren't 
married despite rumors. 

Jimmie Durante says the first 
time he had stage fright in his life 
was when he faced those 20,000 
kids at the Exami-ier’s benefit show 
in the mammoth Hollywood Bowl. 

The Louis Cohens are entertain- 
ing frequently. Dell looked swell 
in a night blue crepe gown. 

Mrs. Lou Anger sings nicely. 

Linda Watkins wore a charming 
black crepe ecapelet sleeved frock 
trimmed with ermine, 

Mrs, Jimmie Durante can sing 
too. Jimmie has to accompany her. 


Mrs. Paul Sloane lost 15 pounds. 
Goes to gym daily. 
Mrs. Harold Lloyd gaining a pit 


in poundage, 
Paul Bern 
of seats for 
‘Precedent.’ 
Mort Singer busy traveling around 
the country. Hasn't been to his 
j}home in Hollywood in over three 
months. 


bought a large block 
the L. A. premiere of 





chagrin at not being hep, they can 
while away the time watching the 
magnificent natural backgrounds, 
that dwarf in their grandeur the 
mysteries of the plot. But there are 
not many ladies endowed with res- 
ignation to not being in the know. 
The inquisitive ones will suffer 
deepy. 





Harem Lure Goes Blop! 

The highly publicized charms of 
the women of Araby may be closely 
serutinized at the State this week, 
where a troupe of pyramid makers 
ealled the Liazeed Arabs are open- 
ing the show. It is somewhat of 
a jolt to note that although the 
three women in the act have the 
amplitude of figure proper to ladies 


of the East, they are not, like 
Sophie Tucker, ‘fat in the right 
places.’ 


Nor are their faces alluringly 
veiled, nor their costumes insidi- 
ously Oriental, These three Arab- 
ian ladies are remarkably agile and 
strong. They do back somer- 
saults with the vigor common to 
acrobatic dancers of the Occident, 
they wear their hair in the long 
bobs of Hollywood styling, their 
teeth have been decorated with 
Western gold, their white satin 
harem trousers rigs trimmed with 
the artificial flowers of Broadway. 
Better to have left the mystery of ’ 
the East remain a mystery. 

Jean Granese, who follows, wears . 
a simple freck of baby blue gatin 
fitted with surplice diagonal seam- ' 


(Continued on page 57) 


Pictures’ Ever Lovin’ 
Wives and Hubs Won't 
Cast Off Gold Bands 








Hollywood, Sept. 28. . 
By reputation Hollywood's pic- 


long on the marriage vow stuff, yet 


sentimental about the plain gold 
band, 

Removmg the wedding ring for a 
picture just isn’t done among this 
crowd, 
has never left the finger. 


pictures hide the evidence from the 
camera with flesh-colored court 
plaster and-similar materials, 

Among the list who take time out 
for court plaster before maidenly 
or bachelor scenes are Kay Francis, 
Richard Arlen, Conrad Nagel, Carol 
Lombard, Norma Shearer, Joan 
Crawford, Mary Pickford, Maurice 
Chevalier and almost every other 
player who isn't for the moment 
looking Renoward, 

Chevalier’s ring stays on for two 





Fred Salari’s in 
food. 


Frisco has swell 


j 
Bob Vignola gave a musical la | 
week, 

3ern Bernard's | 
gal is, ‘We'll have 
|and a coupla 
it works 


routine with a 
a coupla drinks 
laughs.” Sometimes 





reasons. It was placed on his mothe 
er’s finger before his wife placed it 
on his. 

Sentimentality also 1s found 
among directors. Richard Wallace 
among this crew wears a chain 
bracelet, gift from his wife, that is 
on for keeps, 


ture mob isn’t supposed to be so - 


a check around shows the colony ia - 


who protest that the ring ~ 


Married players going single in . 
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15 YEARS AGO 


(From Variety and Clipper) 


Stage hands complaining at loss 
of employment due to number of 
one-set shows, which dispensed 
with stage crew. Some theatres 
getting along with only two..men 
backstage, props and electrician. 





‘Birth’ of Nation’ was being re- 
fused to houses under 1,000 capaéity. 
Plan was to play the large houses 
and then shelve the film, reissuing it 
at some later date. 


a> 5.2. = 











> a 


Florida exhibs were planning to 
hoist the gate from a dime to 15-20. 


a od 
so 


LD lee i e+ 1 


Lewis J. Selznick threatening 
Stanley Mastbaum with Sherman 
act suit if he persisted in crabbing 
Selznick releases. Mastbaum threat- 
éned to withhold Par, Triangle, 
Metro and other releases from those 
who played the Clara Kimball Young 
series. 


Vitagraph bought the name and 
negatives of the Lubin Co. of Phila. 
Lubin was on his way out. 








Publishers of ‘The Crisis’ getting 
out a 50c. edition of the. book, to 
be sold in towns where film played. 


Felix Isman was talking of a huge 
picture 
theatre. As far as it got. 

Orpheum, Chicago, .bombed.. Blam - 
ed on union troubles. 





. Poster prices advanced, owing to 
the higher cost of paper stock. 





Playwrights opposing a proposi- 
tion to join Federation of: Labor; 


50 YEARS AGO 


(From Clipper) 








John L: Stoddard, the lecturer, 
was being bothered by Lucy Whit- 
combe, a shoe stitcher of Lynn, 
Mass., who had the hallucination he 
‘ had betrayed her. under promise of 
marriage. Had a habit of turning 
up at his lectures and denouncing 
him. After standing it for two 
years, he was asking the police to 
do something. 





*Patience’ was given its first New 
York showing Sept. 22. ‘Clipper’ 
dubious as to its American success. 








Although all New York managers 
had agreed to close their theatres 
until after the funeral of President 
Garfield, Augustin Daly opened. .A 
fanatic took his stand on the steps 
and sought to urge the crowd to 
burn the house. .He was arrested 
and held for mental examination. 
Reported that the boxes were emp*y 
and the house less than half filled. 
Frank Mayo was starring in 
Shakesperean repertory. 





Supers in ‘Michael. Strogoff’ in 
Philadelphia struck for $1 a night 
instead of the customary 25c. Bo- 
lossey Kiralfy went up into the gal- 
lery and hired a new set at the old 
price. 


Harrigan and Hart had just issued 
the songs from ‘The Major.’ In- 
cluded was ‘Major Gilfeather,’ with 
an opening strain very like ‘When 
the Moon Comes Over the Moun- 
tain.’ (Current in '31.) 





‘Hazel Kirke,’ on tour after a long 
run at the Madison Sq. theatre, wae 
nearing its 1,000th performance. 
Record breaker 50 years ago. 
Buffalo Bill was playing to 25e. 
for all parts of the house and get- 
ting business. 








When ‘Mitchell's Surprise Party’ 
refused to play in St. Louis follow- 
ing the President's death, the man- 
ager fined them $200. The Mer- 
chants’ Iixchange subscribed the; 
6um and presented it to the actors. | 


‘this line of manager was promoter who wanted to start a chain of 


house ‘next’ the Columbia }, 





Inside Stuff—Legit ~ 


‘ 





Several of the legit organizations, of one kind or another, are hot over 
that board of directors idea. From legit producers’ own confessions, 
sg some of them get together to discuss a proposed improvement, it’s 
not. 

Over at Erlanger’s, it’s said, there’s a board ‘meeting every day at 11 
a.m, An outsider doesn’t know who attends these talk fests and an jn- 
sider won't tell. So far as known, Mitchell Erlanger, Saul Baron, C. B. 
Dillingham and Marcus Heiman are among those present. Nothing is 
announced after one of these affairs. 

Another group, hotchacha about the directorial discussions, is the 
Theatre League. At these family gatherings, according to several pro- 
ducers who've been there, never to return, all the heavy dusty theories 
dealing with the legit end of show biz are re-aired and written, maybe, 
in the minutes. 

Younger producers, particularly, declare themselves against these pan- 
acea pow wows. One said that the guy at the T. L. meeting who does the 
most talking has the best show of the week, 


Motion brought by Equity, in defense of suit against the association 
by -DuRoy.& LeMaistre, producers, for $100,000, to prevent examination 
before trial of Frank Mufson and James O'Neill, of Equity, was argued 
in the New York Supreme Court. Equity’s motion was in answer to one 
brought by DuRoy’s attorney to allow the examination. 

Judge Alvin Untermeyer heard the arguments. Decision is expected 
this week. A. T. Sapinsley, counsel for the producer, who’s preparing 
another show, claimed that as Equity employees Mufson and O'Neill 
could be cross-questioned. Equity’s answer claimed that under certain 
statutes that couldn’t happen, neither of the two named: being managing 
agents nor were they planning to leave the state. 

DuRoy’s suit is based on his charge Equity wilfully caused contracts 
to be broken that the producer held :with the cast: Equity’s action 
forced the show to fold when the troupe allegedly hadn’t collected. Play 
was ‘Right of Happiness’ at the Vanderbilt, New York, last season. 


Badly located indie theatres in the purlieus of Broadway, spotted at 
the hem of activities, are the greatest subjects for funny propositions. 
They're all swell paper deals,’ volunteered by shoestringers, as a rule. 
And to be done with any cash the theatre man can locate. 

Champ stretch of the imagination, according to one show shop owner, 
came with a funny scheme to turn the particular theatre into a foreign 
talker shop: Straw that broke the camel’s back was a desire to install 
a hot dog counter in the lobby.- It was to help in getting a German 
atmosphere, 

Repertories, stocks, non-Equity groups, and plenty of others go to 
bat as’ would-be fillers. Typical instance of a sure money maker from 


second-run talker theatres. New York was to be the headquarters. Only 
thing that stopped him was the owners wanted rent. 


Let legit playwrights stay with the legit, writing for it exclusively, 
and the film and legit material problem will be eased off. That comes 
from Broadway producers, with evidence backing. It may also mean a 
means whereby talkers can eventually find a stage subsidy system, they 
aver. 

Legit spokesmen, pointing to this season’s most successful b. o. talk- 
ers see proof of the film's need of legit. ‘Front Page,’ ‘Street Scene,’ ‘Five 
Star Final’ and ‘Guardsmen’ are from legit. They also point to the Marx 
Bros. and Eddie Cantor coming back to Broadway to find suitable shows 
for screen conversion. : y 

On that basis and the claimed fact that of the many legit playwrights 
holding talker contracts, but failing while working ‘with those agree- 
ments, to sereen turn out smashes, they say, let legit writers stick with 
the legit and sell pictures their plays after they have been staged. 





No. branch of the stage business has been harder hit by death than 
stock which in recent years has taken away some of the foremost stock 
directors. At least seven of the best known stagers in dramatic stock 
have died with the present ranks not having many men their equal in 
staging’ repertoire. , 

This. list includes Percy Meldon, for many years directing stock in 
Montreal. and in former years for the Percy Williams office; Barry 
O'Neill, for seven years director of the old Proctor stock in 125th Street 
and associated with leading stocks up to his.demise; Walter 8S. Baldwin, 
whose name is a household phrase in traveling stocks; Tom McGrane, 
Sedley Brown and Lester Lonergan. 

The last to die was Lester. Lonergan, perhaps one of the east’s finest 
directors. 





Claire Luce was slated to appear in an A. H. Woods production this 
season and it may work out that way. Woods talked it over with Miss 
Luce in Paris and they were to talk over the play on.the return voyage, 
but Woods sailed later on another liner, 

Miss Luce is tentatively slated for a Jed Harris show, the French 
farce known as “I Was Waiting For You.” No contract hag been signed 
and that mianager appears to be undecided just when he will do the 
show. 

Harris also sought Ross Alexander now appearing in “After Tomorrow” 
at the Golden. He has a run of the play contract and was refused a 
release by John Golden. ‘Tomorrow’ reported much better business last 
week. 





Present season may see the finish of the Shubert Detroit Opera House. 
Spot is the oldest of the standing local theatres there and was for years 
the most popular legit house. 

Last year very few shows played the house, and with the acknowledged) 
best location of any legit site in town, the property has been neglected 
via sex pictures, etc. Although the house is Shubert booked it is under- 
stood the Cass, in that city, will get all the Shubert bookings with the 
Lafayette having second call. 

The Shubert Detroit is operated by Nederlander on a 99-year lease 
from R. E. Olds, the auto millionaire. 


When Lucy Weston-Gallagher died Aug. 13 last, in her home near 
Stamford, Conn., it is said she did not know that cancer was bringing 
about her end. 

Lucy Weston, an English girl, came over here around 1908, and never 
returned to England. She had been a stage favorite over there and con- 
quered this side easily. Lucy first appeared in vaudeville for Klaw & 
Erlanger and later in Broadway musical comedies. 

Miss Weston constantly held her circle of close friends among the 
profession on both sides of the ocean, before and after her marriage to 
Frank Gallagher, a wealthy contractor, 





Margaret Sullavan, Shuberts’ young lead in ‘Modern. Virgin,’ now tour- 
ing, is understood to have received several offers, nicely priced, to go 
into talkers. None has been accepted. 

Reason is credited in that Shuberts will not release her unless they 
are cut in on the average between theirs and the film contract salary. 
Miss Sullavan is not expected to join film ranks until her stage contract 
is over for that reason. 


Inside Stuff—Radio a 


Shift of nearly 50% of WJZ periods to Chicago, made a few months 
ago, has severely cut the earnings of many NBC artists in New York, 
Previous to the move NBC artists in New York were used to double and 
triple in broadcasts because there were so many programs originating 
from this end. At the same time, Chicago NBC could barely fing suf. 
ficient time to spot its talent. 

Parties complaining are the Manhattan artists who were making plenty 
for themselves. Now they consider themselves lucky if used consistently 
by the network.’ 

New York orchestras have also been hit by the same migration. 

Ben Pratt, reputed queen-picker of the Radio World Fairs of 1929 
and 1930, failed to hame this year’s queen. His choice ..as Irene Taylor 
of WENR, Chicago. It meant a trip to New York for Miss Taylor, a 
chaperone, and Pratt, as manager. With about $2,000 expenses charge- 
able against WENR, Niles Trammel, Chicago NBC vice-president, and 
Pratt’s boss, spiked the idea when the cost question came up. 

So the honor and expense of having the Radio queen went to Columbia 
who offered Harriet Lee as their most beautiful broadcaster. Olive Shea 
and Bernardine Hayes were previous queens. Neither meaning a thing 
on the radio. 





Station WGY of: Schenectady gets pack its two ace bands, with the 
return shortly of Doc Peyton to the New Kenmore Hotel, Albany, and 
of Jack Miles to the De Witt Clinton Hotel in the same city. Peyton ig 
credited with building up the largest radio following of any local orches- 


tra in two years. Peyton was at Geneva Lake, Ohio, during the 
summer. 

Miles, who clicked via WGY in the short period he was at the De Witt 
Clinton last winter, since has been moving around in stands booked by 


Formerly was trombonist with Guy Lombardo. 


M. C, A. 





Although the Chicago Evening American has dropped its direct affiliae 
tion with WIBO and-.hooked up with NBC's WENR, the old ether allie 
ance continues to dominate the daily’s radio page. Situation is given a 
Hearst: order significance, with the publisher still interested in the out- 
come of WJKS’ demand of the WIBO wave length before the Federal 
Radio Commission. 

America’s former outlet contract was a strict affiliation, with the 
paper’s name coming in for mention on all call-letter announcements, 
WENR tieup is limited to a pair of daily newsflashes. 


NBC is exploiting the Coon-Sanders band, which comes into the New 
York Hotel Oct. 1, as though it were its own band and for which its 
Artists’ Bureau was collecting a 15% commis. Band is strictly MCA, 
Only connection NBC will have with Coon-Sanders is that the band will 
go over the NBC wire from the hotel. NBC put in the wire on the terms 
of Ralph Hitz, manager of the hotel, to carry the band on the air a cer- 
tain number of times a week. CBS was ready to step in with a wire in 
case NBC backed out. 


NBC has cut. the budget of its Special Broadcast Department. 

The department was founded over a year ago to handle special events, 
Skeets Miller was head of the department. 

NBC found staging special stunts for the air involved a heavy exe 
pense and wasn’t as popular as believed. It places the lack of popularity 
toward these special broadcasts to the fact they had to be staged during 
the day and so couldn’t drum up enough listeners. 

A recording by Bing Crosby of ‘Just One More Chance’ is being used 
at the Paramount, New York, this week. Accompanies Jesse Crawford's 
rendition of that song at the organ, with Crawford putting in a plug 
for Crosby. 

Funny part is that Crawford is broadcasting for NBC, while Crosby 
is a CBS artist. 


Kelly Cousins, NBC publicity man, was given the air for getting into 
a fist fight at the NBC dinner to radio scribes at the New Yorker hotel 
Tuesday (22). 

Cousins took a poke at Gene Mulholland, assistant to Johnny Johne 
stone. 

Report that Dave Bath was placed on the CBS payroll as personal 
publicity representative for Morton Downey is denied by CBS. 

CBS declares that Bath is to handle bookings for Downey under the 
supervision of Ralph Wonders. Bath's duties will be to contact spots 
which may be potential engagement sources for Downey. 





Arthur A, Sorrenson, NBC publicity department, leaves for Chicago 
this week to place a photo man in NBC's publicity department in Chi- 
cago. Sorrenson handles photos for NBC in New York. 

NBC at present has no one handling photos out of the Chicago office 
It feels that it is not getting a proper break in the dailies on cuts. 





Fleischmann hour offered Maurice Chevalier $3,000 to guest star for 
one time with Rudy Vallee’s orchestra on one of its broadcasts. 
Chevalier turned down the offer. 


i 





ing $400 weekly. This is supposed to be $200 less than Connolly's contract 
with Gilbert Miller, with the latter making up the diff. 


Return of legit road shows to Hartford, Conn., the first in almost & 
year, means little if anything so far this season. ‘Silent Witness,’ with 
Lionel Atwell and Kay Strozzi, played to very meagre attendance. 

All the boosting by the Chamber of Commerce and much _ publicity 
will not keep legit there unless a turn is taken and soon. Local newSs- 
papers and suburban sheets gave the Parsons’ theatre front page space, 
local department stores helped with window displays and street cars 
assisted with posters, yet the first show of the year failed to go over 
from a financial angle. 


Major Bernard Reinold and wife are back in New York this week from 
an extended European trip and cruise to the land of Evangeline. The 
major is director of the Percy Williams Home in East Islip, L. I. Trip 
abroad was his first vacation in years. He's a former actor and show 
manager. 

Barney Fagin, 81, hale and hearty, has been admitted as a guest of 





the Percy Williams Home. Also living there are Eddie Gerard, Sam 
Ryan (Murphy and Ryan), Joseph Kilgour, Grace Henderson, Louis 
Muldener, Al Canby, etc. 
A ‘Follies’ chorus girl who spoke out of turn about the tragic “eo 
is 0 


to Harry Richman’'s boat which caused the death of Helen Walsh, 


She missed two numbers which was the stage manager 8 


of the show. 
out. 

Understood the girl had drawn disfavor from the others by 
she hadn't liked Miss Walsh. 


remarking 





Ches¢ 


‘I Love An Actress’ in Europe was played with only three acts 
ter Erskin’s opening Thursday (17) at the Times Sq., had four. 
omitted abroad was the first in the American version, laid in a 


Stanza 
depart- 





Shuberts also have Walter Connolly in a play, actor said to be draw- 


ment store. 
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Shuberts 2nd Dive 


as Opposition 


To Erlanger's Bookings in Boston 





Reports of excellent business in 
Boston of the Civic Light Opera Co., 
sponsored by Milton Aborn and 
Howard March, also spelled a secon 
failure of the Shubert scheme to 
plant opposition attractions out of 
town. The Aborn organization pre- 
senting ‘The Mikado’ at the Tre- 
mont with a $2 top was a sell-out 
last week (the first), while the Shu- 
bert outfit with the label of ‘Civic 
Mikado’ was taken off after two slim 
weeks at the Lyric (old Keith 
house), where a top of $1.50 pre- 
vailed. 

Shuberts sent in its comic opera 
troupe to oppose the Aborn-Marsh 
company after failing to get Aborn 
to cancel his contracted bookings 
away from Erlanger’s. In Chicago 
a colored affair called ‘Pearly Gates’ 
was spotted in the Loop with the 
evident intent of taking edge off 


‘The Green Pastures,’ the road 
bookings of which the Shuberts 
failed to get. By the time the lat- 
ter show arrived one week later 


‘Gates’ was on ts way South with 
the company disbanded. ‘Pastures’ 
was a natural and is cleaning up in 
the Loop. 
Fast Start 

The Aborn-Marsh company with 
jts repertory of Gilbert and Sulli- 
van revivals, got off to an excellent 
start in Boston with the aid of un- 
usual publicity, which appears to 


have overshadowed the Shubert 
show. Boston's mayor is an old 
friend of Fay Templeton of the 


Aborn cast, and that provided the 
break in the dailies. A parade 
through the Hub’s business section 
to the City Hall was on the sched- 
ule, but was cancelled only because 
Miss Templeton did not care to risk 
the physical strain. 

Aborn for several seasons suc- 
cessfully did G. & S. revivals for 
and with the Shuberts. Last spring 
he and Marsh had a profitable sea- 
son with the same policy in New- 
ark. When Aborn proposed to con- 
tinue the season into the summer 
in a Shubert Broadway house, Lee 
Shubert didn’t think the revivals 
had a chance in the heat. Aborn 
then secured booking at Erlanger’s, 
spanning the summer to generally 
big attendance, and a resident com- 
pany is still there, playing other 
light opera revivals to similarly 
strong business. 


MRS. ERLANGER’S CASE 
SET FOR TRIAL OCT. 5 


Case of Mrs. Charlotte Fixel Er- 
langer, in her suit against the es- 
tate of A. L. Erlanger comes to 
trial Oct. 5 in the New York Surro- 
gate’s Court. She is suing for a 
dower right as the alleged common 
law wife of the late theatre mag- 
nate, 

Isidore Kresel will represent Er- 
langer’s; Max Steuer will be the 
Opposing counsel. Case has been 
previously postponed several times. 


Both Good 2 Ways? 


Erin O’Brien Moore and Osgood 
Perkins will handle the leads for 
‘Eldorado,’ the Laurence Stallings- 
George Kaufman play, for Sam 
Harris. Play is now scheduled to 
£0 into the Music Box, two weeks 
after opening at the Windsor, 
Bronx, Oct. 19. 

In the cast are Edward J. Mac- 
Namara, John Harrington, Arthur 
Hohl, Edith Von Cleve, Jos. Sween- 
ey and Jos. de Stefani. 

_ ‘Eldorado’ started out as a Stal- 
lings play which George Kaufman 
would stage. Now it has become a 
Play co-authored and co-staged by 
the duo, 














Original Cast at Last! 


For the first time in years and 
all intact and original New York cast 
took to the road Monday (yester- 
day), when ‘Once in a Lifetime’ 
opened at the Broad, Newark. 

This was made possible when 
Harold Grau, who had been play- 
ng with another show, rejoined at 
Newark, 

The route so far includes Wash- 


ington, Pittsburgh, Cleveland and 
Chicago, the last named expected 
to be for a run. 


+ 





Race for Deadheads 


Party of nurses arranged 
with the p.a. of a musical to 
see the piece free, In error 
they went to ano.her show also 
closing, right around the cor- 
ner. 

After explaining their mis- 
sion, the wrong b.o. man told 
"em where the right house was, 
but ended up with, ‘We can 
give you just as good free 
seats, why not see ours in- 
stead? 


Heat Affects 2 Shows 
In Phila; ‘Cat’ Opens as 
Temperature Hits 105 


The spectacle of an evening-suited 
first night audience with the men 
doffing their coats was beheld at the 
premiere of ‘The Cat and the Fiddle’ 
last week in Philadelphia. Temper- 
ature in the Garrick theatre there 
was 105. Show got no break, prin- 
cipally because of the torrid condi- 
tion. 

Score rated exceptional, but Max 
Gorden elected to keep it out an 
additional two weeks. It plays New- 
ark this week and Brooklyn (Ma- 
jestic) next week, prior to debut at 
the Globe on Broadway. 

Unseasonable weather was an- 
nounced by Gilbert Miller as the 
reason for deferring the opening of 
‘Payment Deferred’ from Thursday 
(24) until Wednesday (30). It is 
an all-English cast show, with cast 
brought over intact and was shown 
in Wilmington for two days. Day 
(24) of original opening for ‘De- 
ferred’ the weather suddenly be- 
came autumnal, 


‘WORKS’ IN 11TH WEEK 
SETS CO-OP RECORD 


‘Shoot the Works’ enters its 11th 
week with a chance of continuing 
well into the autumn. The Hey- 
wood Broun revue at the Cohan has 
established a record run for co- 
operative shows, the players giving 
the columnist-actor-producer full 
credit. 

Business jumped last week, tak- 
ings going to $9,500 or a bit over. 
That was enough to pay each prin- 
cipal $100, Broun taking nothing as 
from the start. Show and house 
are playing percentage and with a 
gross of $7,500 expenses are taken 
care of, the chorus being included 
on the basis of $40 each. When 
business goes over that mark, the 14 
principals are on a pro-rata split 
and at pace of $10,000 or more 
bonuses are payable. 

Guest stars figured in last week’s 
attendance. Eddie Cantor’s appear- 
ance Saturday night was credited 
with pushing the night’s intake to 
over $3,000, which is the best money 
since the Marx Brothers showed in 
‘Works.’ George Jessel put in a 
surprise appearance and teamed 
with Cantor. It was the third or 
fourth time for Jessel to help the 
Broun show. Others who went on 
during the week were Beatrice Lil- 
lie, Ben Bernie and Jack Pearl. 
This week the show will include 
guest stars including Walter C. 
Kelly, Abe Lyman and his band and 
Eddie Davis. 

Broun is pondering over produc- 
ing another show and all he needs 
is the nut, 15 G’s. Idea is a two 
piano revue. It may be called 
‘Stage Struck,’ Heywood’s reply to 
those who say he is that way in 
‘Works.’ However, it is to be after 
the present show’s run. They are 
talking of showing in Brooklyn and 
the Bronx later. 

















Hold Guild Solicitor 
On Fake Ticket Charge 


Toledo, Sept. 28. 

Charged with fraud in connection 
with the distribution of Theatre 
Guild tickets here, a Toledo man is 
held on suspicion at police head- 
quarters. He had been engaged by 
the Guild to solicit patrons, but, in- 
stead, issued fake tickets which he 
sold at $1. 

Legitimate tickets were $3 








DOROTHY STONE AS STAR 


Further Vaude Dates Vague—Now 
Reading Script 


Dorothy Stone has no further 
RKO time booked after her present 
Palace date owing to the booking 
department unable to agree with 
her on salary terms. 

Miss Stone and her husband, 
Charles Collins, also her dancing 
partner, may join a show. 

Between shows at the Palace 





How They Know Gus 


Gus Hill is going to send 
‘Mikado’ on the road if he can 








Miss Stone is reading a new play, 
handed her by Jenie Jacobs, to} 
consider as a starring piece. 

| 


SHORT ROLLERS 
WITH TURKS 
LEFT FLAT 


Theatre men are keeping their 
houses dark, even with attraction 
scarcity prevalent, rather than play 





turks. Happened twice so far this 
season. It’s another blow for short 
rollers. 


First case is cancelled Broadway 
time for ‘Sing High Sing Low’ when 
the play looked awf on a tryout. 
Another, out on the subway past 
two weeks, has its manager up and 
down the street looking for a win- 
dow. It’s said that Chanins and 
Shuberts, each with a string on the 
piece, cut that strng after a look- 
see. 

That’s led the producer to the in- 
dies, who'll have nothing to do with 
it. Usual line when requesting a 
theatre this way Is to gag by say- 
ing it’s better terms they’re looking 
for. 


TOLEDO’S NEW STOCK 
CAN PLAY SUNDAYS 


Toledo, Sept. 28. 
The new stock in the old Keith 
house here expects a break on the 
season by playing Sunday shows. 
Howard Feigley and Matt B. Char- 
nas are joint associates in its oper- 
ation, 
The start ,will be on Sunday (4). 
Edwin Vail comes here to direct. 


Carroll Wants Wynn’s 
Show If Shubert Bar Down 


Earl Carroll is reported having 
made a proposal to Ed Wynn 
whereby the latter’s new show 
‘Laugh*® Parade’ would come under 
Carroll's management. He offers to 
pay Wynn $10,000 weekly and take 
over the production, which cost 
$70,000. 

It is understood Wynn is favor- 
able to the plan but has the prob- 
lem of an out from the Shubert 
booking which commits the show to 
the Imperial, where it is to have a 
$4.40 top. 

Should the Carroll buy go through 
there would be additions to the cast. 


Ethelind Terry Divorce 


The Ethelind Terry-Benjamin E. 
Bougeaux romance is on the rocks. 
Conferences now being held by their 
lawyers will eventually lead to a di- 
vorce action. 

Miss Terry, musical comedy star, 
was married to Bougeaux, Chicago 
contractor, at the Ritz, Atlantic 
City, May 8, 1929. 


Actor Vs. Mgr. Claim for 
$10,000 in Arbitration 


Cy Landry’s claim for $10,000 
against Aaron & Freedley will go to 
arbitration. Paul Bonwit, Jed Har- 
ris and Harold Goldblatt are the ar- 
biters, 

Landry alleges the producers owe 
him the amount through “Hold 
Everything’ having run for 20 weeks 
on Broadway after ‘Hold Fast’ 
closed on the road. The actor had 
a run of the play agreement for 
‘Hold Fast.’ When ‘Hold Fast’ was 
taken off, it was rewritten and the} 
Landry role omitted. 

teopening on Broadway as ‘Hold 
Everything,’ Landry charges, it was 
the same show without his part or 
himself, and that his contract w2s 




















violated. 


get DeWolf Hopper as its star. 

Great for Gus if Hopper will 
not demand a salary in propor- 
tion to his weight. 

Just what Gus offered was 
likely told Hopper at long dis- 
tance, with Gus ringing off be- 
fore the explosion. 

It still remains a great idea 
for Hill, if Hopper falls for a 
Gus Hill salary. 


Wintz Launches 
Patent Medicine 
Via Girl Ballyhoo 











Dayton, O., Sept. 28. 
George E. Wintz has entered the 
patent medicine field. He and his 


brother-in-law, Clem Schaeffer, are 
principals in the U-No Medicine 
Company, which was incorporated 
recently and has offices here in the 
Keith Building. The company is 
introducing a product described as 
‘the perfect medicine.’ 

Advertising of the preparation 
was started in local newspapers 
last week with a large cut of Helen 
Findlay, identified as a ‘Follies’ 
beauty. Miss Findlay contributed a 
testimonial describing how the 
medicine restored her pep and 
saved her job ‘after weeks and 
weeks of strenuous rehearsals with 
the 20th edition of Ziegfeld ‘Follies,’ 
when my health and nerves seemed 
to go to pieces.’ Endorsement tells 
how the remedy was recommended 
to Miss Findlay by ‘Mr. Schaeffer, 
our stage director.’ Address of Miss 
Findlay is given as 2367 Wheeler 
avenue, Cincinnati, O., the home of 
Wintz’s mother. 


LOOP CRITIC PUTS N. Y. 
IST NITERS ON THE PAN 


Chicago, Sept. 28. 
Lloyd Lewis, dramatic critic of 
the Chicago ‘Daily News,’ returned 
from his New York trip and de- 
livered himself of a few derisively 
pro-Chicagoan comments on the big 


burg. In particular he ridiculed 
New York premieres. 


‘Pitiable extent to which the pub- 
lic fawns on ‘Proadway’ rather than 
the drama is most apparent,’ Lewis 
wrote. ‘At an opening night— 
crowds massing on the pavement to 
stare at the first nighters—the first 
nighters staring at each other in 
the lobby, eager to be nodded at by 
night club hostesses, unemployed 
actors, and dilettante angels. The 
celebrities are so fascinated by each 
other that they forget all about the 
play that is about to begin.’ 


‘House lights are lowered at 9 
o’clock in an attempt to shoo the 
elegant gawks to their seats, But 
the great folk in the lobby pay no 
heed, The management shyly raises 
the footlights and the orchestra 
grinds through its overture for the 
third time, but no use. The celeb- 
rities still stand around the lobby 
door like heifers around a salt-lick. 
Drama critics enter like surgeons 
into a clinic. Gentlemen in evening 
clothes sidle along beside Walter 
Winchell, currying favor and whis- 
pering loudly, ‘Walter I sent you a 
note.’ Percy Hammond passes 
ominously to the front row with 
something of Dr. Samuel Johnson 
in his manner.’ 





‘The whole spectacle is so sorry 
that New Yorkers, whom I rate as 
most intelligent, see new plays on 
the second rather than the first 
night.’ 





Bank Landlord ‘In on’ 
Musical for Its Rent 





Manufacturers Trust Co., owning 
the Manhattan (Hammerstein's) 
theatre are said to receive no stated 
rent from Schwab & Mandel as ten- 
ants. Instead, the bank is supposed 
to share in any profits, with all op- 
erating expenses assumed by the 
producers upon opening. 

This is declared to constitute a 


producer’s paradise. 


More Dark Houses Than Usual om 
Bway—3d Booking Office and Terms 





Charts of facts and figures, plus 
the legit law of hit and flop per- 
centages, indicate a greater aver- 
age of non-used Broadway theatres 
for this season. This season's slow 
and desultory progress has now led 
theatre men to the conclusion there 
may be no more than 25 theatres 
open at New Year's. 

For hits and flops 1931 is behind 
on the first and ahead on the latter, 
There is also a difference of 12 open 
theatres, with the greater number 
lit last season for this time of both 


years. When this was computed 
only 22 legits were open this sea- 
son. 


Charts kept by one of the town’s 
booking offices reveal that there are 
33 announced productions between 
now and December. Counting the 
remote possibility of the current 22 
continuing, not even in winter will 
all the show windows be filled. It 
will be a larger of dark- 
ness and last year’s was nearly 50%, 

16 Indie Plays 

Of those plays announced, 16 are 
headed for indie theatres. Others 
are fur Shubert or Erlanger houses 
or having affiliations with the ma- 
jor circuits that will send them 
there for time. 

A salient point of the figures 
shows that no. shoestringer has 
reached the point of trying to even 
get a shop for his slapped together 
contraption, So far short bank roll 
producers have been unable to 
bring their activities outside of the 
attempted promotion field. 

Indie theatre men see a ray of 
hope in the newly organized Leffler 
& Leighton booking office. Main 
principle said to be operating be- 
hind this new move is that through 
them, indie owner will get booking 
help which so far hasn’t been com- 
ing from the majors. It also is sald 
that in booking indie shows into 
indie houses, managers will be able 
to get better terms from the majors 
for out-of-town time when the show 
ends in New York. Reverse of this 
is that if not beoking independently, 
the larger circuits won’t be as term 
easy if getting the show from the 
start. It was pointed out by the 
booker that on the basis of present 
announcements Leffler & Leighton 
will be forced to find new shows be- 
fore making any placements, since 
all those announced are set. 


Better B’way Terms 

Opening of the new office may 
also mean, it is held, that Erlangers 
and Shuberts will be forced into 
granting even better terms to get 
these indie shows into their Broad- 
way windows. Show scarcity has 
already forced changes in terms. 

Erlanger’s, not holding the bag 
for so many theatres, is in the sol- 
vent booking spot, it is claimed. 
That office also has a number of re- 
serve shows to cover flops. Shuberts 
with 25 Broadway houses, had fig- 
ures of 17 dark and 8 open last 
week, accounting for the production 
rush at that headquarters. 

Entire situation is only serving to 
bring home legit’s over seatage, 
made worse by the return to dramas 
of several film houses in New York. 


Gov't Aiding Barrie’s 
Troupe in Canada 


Three English plays will be rep- 
ertoired through Canada by the 
British troupe Sir Barrie Jackson 
heads, Opening at Toronte, Oct. 5, 
with ‘Barretts of Wimple Street’ 
is possible through Katharine Cor- 
nell’s release of the play for the 
Canadian district. 

Understood the Canadian govern- 
ment has been influential in are 
ranging Sir Barrie’s tour. Railroads 
and hotels are supposed to be mak- 
ing concessions to the troupe. 

Two other plays will give Shaw 
and Milne Canadian representation 
|Troupe will go to the coast and 
return. 


| Fred Stone’s Book Delay 


Shuberts are said to have set back 
| their musical starring Fred Stone, 
Not expected now until November, 
" Book trouble. 
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ROYALTY PLAY 
CUT BIG HELP 


A slash of 334% in royalties 
from the playwrights and the au- 
thors has given stock producers the 
best break they have had in stock 
operation in two years. 

The New York play brokers, do- 
ing the bulk of play placing with 
the stock producers, have found a 
more ready acceptance of plays 
heretofore regarded prohibitive. 


ELLIOTT’S PROMOTION 
CHANGING IN STYLE 


Dismissal of the sales staff en- 
gaged by James Elliott is said to 
have happened last week. Included 
were several sales managers sup- 
posedly engaged to aid promotion. 
Move is held to mean Elliott will 
try returning to the customary style 
of legit promotion, his new idea of 
money raising salesmen on per- 
centage having failed. 

Coincidentally, Elliott’s ambitious 
play idea is reputed entering fur- 
ther difficulties. First of these was 
failure to produce ‘Death Ray,’ star- 
ring Lynne Overman, set for a 
month past and with Overman in an- 
other producer’s show ‘Hot Money,’ 
which Elliott also announced is in- 
dicated off through casting last 
week of ‘Widow in Green’ to star 
Claiborne Foster. It’s declared by 
insiders this was done to hold Miss 
Foster to a 16-week contract. Over- 
man, supposedly, drew several weeks 
salary before leaving Elliott. 


‘Soul Market’s’ Company 


Madge Bellamy, film actress, may 
appear on the road in a legit show 
this season. Concerned in a re- 
vamped version of ‘Paid Compan- 
ion, by B. J. McOwen, shown last 
spring by Chas. Blaney. 

‘Companions,’ to be retitled ‘Soul 
Market,’ is slated to open in about 
a month. Cecil Spooner is cast for 
it. Miss Bellamy’s appearance is 
said to hinge on satisfactory revis- 
ion, 




















Depression Plays 


Louis Cline and George Green- 
berg, and not Horace Liveright as 
reported, will produce ‘Crisis’ by 
Sid Kingsley. It’s not due until No- 
vember. Cline is Liveright’s g.m. 

‘Crisis’ is one of the two plays 
about the depression, Saul Martell 
having the other in ‘Rainy Days.’ 
Another ‘Panic Is On,’ musical, is in 
trouble. 








RUTH GILLMORE’S IN LEAD 


Other Gillmore Daughter Returning 
To Stage After 3 Years 








Ruth Gillmore, daughter of Frank 
Gillmore, will share the lead role 
honors in ‘No More Frentiers’ with 
Manart Kippen. Miss Gillmore, al- 
though previousiy an actress, has 
not appeared on the stage for about 
three years. Also in the cast will be 
Jane Altemus, Alexander Clark, 
Irene Homer, Charles Thompson, 
and Julia MacMahon. 

‘Frontiers’ is by Talbot Jennings 
and is being produced by Shepard 
Traube and Max Sonino. It goes 
into the Provincetown Playhouse, 
Greenwich Village. 





Woman Director 


Antoinette Perry will do the stag- 
ing of ‘Society Girl’ by Sean O'Lar- 
kin. It goes into rehearsal Oct. 5 
for William Brandt and A. C. Blu- 
menthal. 

O’Larkin, who authored, is a for- 
mer newspaperman, better known 
as John O‘Larken when with the 
New York ‘Sun.’ 





YIDDISH VETERAN ILL 
Chicago, Sept. 28. 

Ellis Glickman, poneer showman, 
identified with the Yiddish stage for 
over 40 years, was stricken with a 
heart aaatck and is now in a pre- 
carious condition at the Columbus 
Memorial hospital. 

Glickman retired from Yiddish 
show business last year, turning 
his Palace theatre on the west side 
into a film house 


| ‘Here Goes 
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Vet Producers 
Still Legit’s Last 
Line of Defense 


If there is to be any legit salva- 
tioning on Broadway it looks as 
though the older line of producers 
will be mainly responsible therefore. 
Younger crowd is not only less ac- 
tive but generally unable to get 
started. 

Greybeards mostly are increasing 
their output to take care of several 
theatres besides those they're tied 
to. In that they’re filling in for the 
younger boys. 

Sam Harris, with one already un- 
der the belt this season, has four 
more in prospect, ‘Eldorado,’ a com- 
edy, rehearsing. His others are 
musicals. John Golden with any 
one of three to follow ‘After Tomor- 
row’ at the Golden, as ‘Caught Wet’ 
ona stage. Both Harris and Golden 
are increasing their output over the 
number produced in '30-31. 

Gilbert Miller also will furnish 
three, all imports, and ‘Payment 
Deferred,’ his starter, off. Crosby 
Gaige, in addition to a pair of ‘House 
Beautifuls’ for the sticks, is revamp- 
ing ‘Twisting the Law’ for Broad- 
way. Arch Selwyn, with Erlanger’s, 
has ‘Cherries Are Ripe’ for the 
Gaiety and two ‘Private Lives’ tour- 
ing. 

William A. Brady, Sr., is another 
down for a trio, one, ‘Five Star 
Final,’ a road contrib. Reverse of 
this is that his son, Bill Brady, Jr., 
is reported apt to remain inactive. 
Erlanger's, plus backing Max Gor- 
don, Chester Erskin and Selwyn, is 
producing on its own. Shuberts are 
down for their usual amount, 

Of the babies Alex McKaig, Ed- 
ward Blatt, Ben David, Oscar Ser- 
lin, Paul Streger, and others have 
shows but haven't started rehearsals. 
Jed Harris, after delays, is off on a 
schedule of three. Green & Gensler 
likewise haven't commenced, al- 
though Green is producing ‘Louder 
Please’ with A. L. Jones. 


GREENOUGH’S PAYOFF, 
NEW SEATS FOR OLD 


Walter Greenough, organizer of 
the defunct Theatre Assembly, sub- 
scription group that foundered last 
season, has returned to New York 
and will attempt a comeback short- 
ly. Meanwhile’ he may play ina 
show instead of producing. 
Greenough says he will either re- 
fund subscribers’ money or pay 
them off with seats for his new 
plays. First one, probably a small 
type musical, is due in January. 


Walter-Mizner Play 


Eugent Walter and Wilson Mizner, 
for several years writing mostly for 
talkers, are reported preparing to 
do a play on Broadway soon which 
they have co-authored. It’s title is 
not mentioned. 

Walter and Mizner have been 
writing for various studios on the 
celluloid coast. For a time former 
was scenario editor of Pathe. 




















McGuire Will Try Again 
On Coast with ‘Soldiers’ 


Los Angeles, Sept. 28. 

William Anthony McGuire still 
intends doing his new play, ‘On- 
ward Christian Soldiers,’ here, de- 
spite the financial setback on ‘Bad 
Penny.’ 

Playwright is off Los Angeles, 
though, and will do ‘Soldiers’ in 
Hollywood. He has a tentative ar- 
rangement with Ed Rowland, local 
legit producer, to work with him, 
staging at the Hollywood Play- 
house. 

McClintic figures on putting on 
three plays before the end of the 
year, returning to the Paramount 
lot late in December. After ‘Brief 
Moments’ he has ‘Distant Drums’ 
scheduled. It’s a play by Dan Toth- 
eron and will star Pauline Lord. 
Noel Coward's new play, ‘Post 
Mortem’ will follow ‘Drums.’ 


Nana Bryant Replaced 


Nana Bryant, femme lead in 
the Bride,’ the Arno 
show which opens in Detroit Thurs- 
day, has left the cast. Her place 
is taken by Edna Whistler. 

The break was friendly, the 
script written for Miss Bryant 
being a type part that took weird 
developments when Clark and Mc- 





Cullough joined the show. 





Real Boiled Front 


Wilmington, Sept. 28. 

When ‘Payment Deferred,’ 
British play, had its American 
tryout at the Playhouse, last 
week, it was so hot in the the- 
atre that many of the men in 
the audience in evening clothes 
removed their coats. 

First time known a formally 
attired audience ever peeled, 
and a good press story anyway. 


CITY MUSEUM MAY GET 
BELASCO ART OBJECTS 


The contents of the late David 
Belasco’s studio are slated to go on 
sale at the American Art Gallery 
in December. It is reported, how- 


ever, the entire collection may be 
privately purchased and presented 
to New York, for one of city’s mu- 
seums. 

The Belasco studio is rich in art 
objects and antiques. Included are 
collections of jade and rare 
watches. The late showman was a 
collector for 50 years. Only pieces 
with a family or personal touch 
are being retained from sale by 
Mrs. Morris (Reine) Gest, principal 
beneficiary. She has designated 
some momentoes to Mr. Belasco's 
cloest friends. 

A photograph of the producer has 
been hung in Madison Square Gar- 
den, where he loved to attend 
fights. A painting of him by Hask- 
ell Coffin has been presented to 
Equity. The artist is the husband 
of Francess Starr who did the por- 
trait when she was appearing 
under Belasco direction. , 




















Maude Adams Casting 


Maude Adams is conducting the 
casting for her return to the stage 
in ‘Merchant of Venice’ herself. Re- 
hearsals are to start Oct. 5 for a 
Nov. 2 opening, if Miss Adams and 
Erlanger’s can get all the actors to- 
gether. She'll be co-starred with 


Otis Skinner, receiving first men- 
tion in the billing. 


Tour will start at the McCarter 
theatre, Princeton, N. J. 


Pollock’s Play at School 


Syracuse, N. Y., Sept. 28. 
Channing Pollock’s ‘The House 
Beautiful,’ originally announced for 


the Dewitt, will instead play Lincoln 
hall, Central High School, Oct. 21- 
22. 

S. B. Evarts, who is bringing the 
piece, has tied up with the New 
York State Teachers’ Association, 
which holds its convention here Oct. 
22-23. 

For the night of the 28rd, Evarts 
has booked Rachmaninoff, pianist. 














ACTRESS MUST EXPLAIN 


Complaint Over Lillian Foster's 
Walk Out on Legit Play 

Lillian Foster faces trial before 
Equity for alleged violation of con- 
tract by the Bedell office which 
produced ‘Divorce Me, Dear.’ 

Miss Foster was engaged by Guy 
Bragdon representing the Bedell in- 
terests. She appeared in one per- 
formance, that of the opening night 
in Great Neck, L. L 











Selwyn’s Two Scripts 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 

Edgar Selwyn left Saturday (26) 
for New York and will be away 
from Metro for two months. 

Producing ‘Advantage Out,’ by 
J. C. and Elliot Nugent, and ‘The 
Lady Has Turned,’ by Frances 
Marion, on Broadway. 





Miss Stewart’s New Piece 


Rosalie Stewart after a couple of 
years with pictures has a new play, 
titled ‘Portrait of a Lady.’ Says 
she'll do it right away. 

‘Portrait’ was written by Robert 
L. Buckner, former actor. 





Montreal Stock Closes 


Montreal, Sept. 28. 
After sticking out the hot 
weather the Orpheum stock closed 
Saturday (26). 
Operated by LL. & S. Theatres, 
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European Runaround 
By Frank Scully 





Abroad, Sept. 19, 
Wise Wallace 


Everybody seems surprised that Sir Hall Caine left a million bucks 
and most of them put him down as top dog with that figure. Fact is 
Dickens nearly equalled it and Sir Walter Scott beat it by five hundred 

rand. 

& But all seem likely to be left behind by Edgar Wallace, who after 
running his own company in the red can use that as a recommendation 
and get offers from Hollywood, which, when figured out on a gold basis, 
run to $200,000 yearly. 

After about 14 weeks on the coast at $2,000 weekly, Wallace figureg 
he will know enough to go back and run British Lion on a paying basis, 





Reinhardt Going Hemingway 
Max Reinhardt is getting first crack at “Cat,” Ernest Hemingway’s 
play in a Carl Zuckmayer and Heinz Hilpert translation. This will be 
the first effort to stage Hemingway since the busto ‘Farewell to Arms’ 
Hemingway currently is barging around Spain among whose booze 
and bull fighters he found his first hit, “The Sun Also Rises.’ 





Those Proud Pappies 
Si Seadler, of Metro, told Morrie Ryskind that Morrie's first-born wag 
a dead ringer for her old man. 
‘I still think she’s cute,’ was Morrie’s comeback, 





Stars and Sour Salami 
“T am a successful actress—my name has even been heard of by the 
insular monarchs of Hollywood—yet had I never danced before a foot- 
light or smelt a stick of grease paint, I would be happier today,” sayg 
Fay Compton through the ghostly keypounding of Dudley Leslie. 
Maybe. 





Ex-Hoofer Earl 
Earl Leslie’s hoofing days are over. Henceforth he will be Earl Kulp, 
his right name, incidentally, supervisor of Dufrenne and Varna’s produce 
tions in Paree. 
He will also manage Mistinguett whose dancing partner he has been 
since Chevalier pigeon-toed to Par. 





Surprise Ending 
Three years ago Robin Irvine, actor, rescued Joan Barry, legit and 
picture star, from drowning in the Thames, 
Three months ago he was secretly sealed. 
Yeah, to Ursula (“The First Mrs. Fraser”) Jeans. 





Chatterer’s spilling, ‘I dined with Freddy Lonsdale and Michael Arlen— 
just we three—in a fashionable restaurant which was packed with people 
of no account’ was the best London laugh of the week. 

Jack’s Lit’ry Debut Abroad 

Ex-actor Dempsey’s comeback will be front paged by Rothermere rags. 
‘Sunday Dispatch’ has bought British rights on ex-champ’s life story 
which forms part of the build up for the Carnera quarrel. . 

Probably a rewrite of Damon Runyon’s job. Title ‘Fortune’s Fist.’ 





Cash? 

Elstree picture star, long past his best, but still hoping for a nod from 
Hollywood, invited a coast scout to dinner. Scout's eyes took in everys 
thing including star’s kennel. Star finally broke the ice with ‘Well, do 
you think I’m worth $500 weekly?’ 

‘No,’ chirped the scout fondling a mongrel that seemed to have great 
fun scaling walls, untying knots, playing dead, walking lame and gene 
erally stealing every scene, ‘but I'll give you $1,000 for the dog.’ 





Unbelieving Britons 

Shelving of television pro tem in the States has all London looking 
for a trick formation, boxed ends and another touchdown at their 
expense. 

Caught flat footed on the talker trick, they’re determined not to have 
it happen again, 

Baird outfit is plugging popular use, claiming 6,000 homes are ready, 
which is about one-tenth of one percent of the ether fans, B. B. C. 
has given them one night a week from 10:30 to midnight. Jack Payne's 
ace B. B. C. band got the No. 1 spot and, gosh, how they dreaded it. 

Government supported, the visual ether idea may click. If it does it 
means that England at last has beaten America to an entertainment idea. 





All In Now 
Cuff accountants figure that by a year from now Hollywood will have 
sunk $25,000,000 in productions in England. Maybe kalf that much will 
be spent, but it won’t be American dough. Not a quarter. Rest will be, of 
is, British. 
Last of the hotdouts, U. A. and Metro, are sure to come in by spring, 
whatever they say on the coast. 


In fact, Metro is believed down for production in Paris, too, by next 
May. 





BUFFALO TECK MYSTERY 
Buffalo, Sept. 28. 

Reports from New York that the 

Shuberts are offering the local Teck 


Engagements 





Mary Duncan, ‘Eldorado, Sam 
to picture companies for rental re- | Harris, 
ceived creditability here when it] Cecil Holm, ‘Wonder Boy,’ Jed 
became known that employees of | Harris. P 
the house have been flirting with (Savabest) Stephenson, ‘Cynara, 
local exhibi " Shubert). 
on: cnmens Ser Sone Sylvia Fields, ‘Caught Wet,’ (John 
Continued presence of the em-| Golden). 


ployees at the local Columbia bur- William Harrigan, Joanna Roos, 


lesque house has also given rise to 
rumors that the Shuberts may be 
negotiating for a burlesque lease 
at the Teck. 


‘Register’ at Fulton 
Erlanger’s has changed its minds 
about ‘Social Register’ and _ will 
bring the comedy into town as soon 
as ready, rather than sending it on 
a road tour. Play will go into the 
Fulton Oct, 12. 

Lenore Ulric is starred in the 
play written by Anita Loos and 
John Emerson. 





Brandt’s ‘Defiance’ 
William Brandt's second show 
this season will be ‘Defiance,’ by 
Sada Cowan. Follows ‘Society Girl’ 
and isn’t due until around Xmas, 
Arch Selwyn released ‘Defiance’ 
after a Mount Vernon, N. Y., tryout 











Inc 


this summer. 





Constance McKay, Jane Bramley, 
Clay Clement and Willam Collier, 
‘Washington Heights,’ (Phil Good- 
man). 

Dorothy Gish, Eleanor Shader, 
Rollo Peters, Romney Bent and 
Moffatt Johnston, ‘Streets of New 
York,’ (Lawrence Langer). 

Bert Lytell, Ruth Gordon, Harry 
Mestayer, Charles Campbell and 
Edwin Prandt, ‘Poor Little Church 
Mouse,’ (Willam A, Brady). 

Walter Connolly, Thomas Findley, 
Charles Bryant, Reginald Carring- 
ton, Florence Edney, Fred Miller, 
Hal Clarendon, Royal Beale, Jefter- 
son Hall, Betty Byrne and Farbara 
Williams, ‘Improper Duchess, 
(Maurice Browne). 


Sterling Leaves Group 
Utica, N. Y., Sept. 28. 

Phil Sheffield, actor, director and 
playwright, is the new director of 
The Players, local little theatre 
group. 

He succeeds Frank Sterling, wh? 
steps down after 16 years, due to 
illness, 
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Sir Oswald Stoll Likens England's 
| Position Just Now to Show Business: 


Explains Only Way for Stage Hits 








With England standing at the 
threshold of one of the greatest 
crises it has faced in centuries, 
there is only one thing sure to 
work—an application of the same 
principles as govern show business 
today. 

That comes from Sir Oswald Stoll, 
one of Britain’s greatest showmen 
and also one of the country’s shrew- 
dest economists and financiers, it 
comes as the meat of an interview 
with Sir Oswald in New York. Sir 
Oswald was asked questions by a 
‘Variety’ reporter about show busi- 
mess and talked about England’s 
financial difficulties. Pointing out 
that ‘it really amounts to the same 
thing.’ 

‘It’s all a matter of gold,’ says 
Sir Oswald. ‘England must now, 
and America will have to some 
time, get down to a straight gold 
standard. There must be a pound’s 
worth of gold in the Treasury for 
every paper pound in circulation. 
It’s the only way you can continu: 
to sell the paper pound. 

‘Why is it that the only two 
shows I have on in London now, 
‘White Horse Inn,’ and ‘Waltzes 
From Vienna,’ are tremendous 
smashes? Not because a man 
named Stoll put them on the boards. 
Not because they’re at the Coliseum 
and Alhambra theatres. Simply be- 
cause I’ve managed to back my 
shows with a gold standard. I pro- 
duce them properly, fully, with no 
hindrance or worry or stint over 
finance. I credited them properly 
and started them off on a sound fi- 
nancial basis. There you have the 
story in a nut-shell. That tells you 
what I think of show business. That 
tells you what I think of England's 
finance.’ 

Funny People 

Sir Oswald stopped to answer the 
phone. Some newspaper photog- 
raphers. He turned them away. 

‘New York is full of photogra- 
phers, isn’t it?’ he said. ‘Curious 
people. What in the world do they 
want my photo for? Photographers 
and newsmen. I have nothing ito 
say to newspapers of interest. Curi- 
ous people.’ 

And he pfcked up the phone to say 
no to some more would-be inter- 
viewers. 

He got back to the subject. 

‘Do you mean to say that your 
two smash musicals are that way 
only because they're properly fi- 


nanced?’ Sir Oswald was asked. 
‘Not at all,’ he answered. ‘First, 
the play’s still the thing. Then, 


having the play, what did I do? I 
got it the best possible music. I 
got it the best possible staging, and 
the newest, I got Hassard Short 
over from New York to produce one 
show and Erik Charrell from Berlin 
for the other. They were the best 
men I knew of. 

‘Everything possible to be done to 
emphasize the play was done in 
the best possible way—and yet 
keeping in mind the important prin- 
ciple of not clogging up the play 
itself, but keeping these accoutre- 
ments folding around it. Then I got 


(Continued on Page 63) 


Char Ladies in Turn 


London, Sept. 28. 

Nick Long, Jr., in one brief danc- 
ing number, -s at the Palladium this 
week (28). He's assisted by the 
Palladiem girls and was well re- 
ceived at the matinee performance. 

The Char Ladies, five mediocre 
veteran vaude women got a lot of 
applause from sympathy § stand- 
Point. 


‘QUEEN’S HUSBAND’ OCT. 6 


London, Sept. 28. 

Robert Sherwood’s play, ‘The 
Queen’s Husband,’ comes to the Am- 
bassador Oct. 6, with Grace Lane, 
Barbara Wilcox, Barry Jones and 
Reginald Bach in the cast. 

Film version was cordially re- 
ceived over here and may reflect 
favorably on the stage production. 


CAFE DEBUTS 
ondon, Sept. 28. 
Adelaide Hall did fairly well 
Opening at the Cafe de Paris. 
Dinah scored strongly in her pre- 
Miere at the Berkeley Hotel. 
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Howard-Green Troupe’s 
British Play Series 


Paris, Sept. 28. 
Figuring that production in Paris 
is cheaper than London John Van 
Druten’s play, ‘After All,” was pro- 
duced here at the Theatre Fontaine 


for a try-out. Howard and Green 
produced, 

Play is slow and inauspicious, 
making it all just as well it was 


done the cheapest way. 

Leslie Howard, recently returned 
from Hollywood, together with Ar- 
thur and Dennis Green, is interest- 
ed in the new Howard-Green Pro- 
ductions scheduled to do a season 
of English plays here through the 
winter. Idea is to bring real ac- 
tors over and remove the bad taste 
left by third rate English troupes. 

Norah Balfour is femme lead of 
troupe, 


FASCIST TAKES 
SHOW BIZ 
CONTROL 


Rome. Sept. 17. 

Show business generally is slowly 
but surely passing under the control 
of the State in Italy. 

The Fascist Corporation of the 
Show Business (Corporazione dello 
Spettacolo), formed about a year 
ago to look after the interests of the 
theatre and theatrical folks in Italy, 
has begun to isue edicts and orders. 
Its latest obliges all managers or 
backers of theatrical companies to 
file at the offices of the Corpora- 
tion a detailed report of the com- 
pany, with names and addresses of 
all its actors and actresses, names 
of plays or sketches to be played, 
copies of contracts between man- 
agement and actors stating salaries 
paid and roles covered by the va- 
rious artists in the company. No 
company can start on the road with 
an old piece, or try out a new one 
in a provincial city or bring a tried 
out success to Rome without the 
OW of the Fascist Corporation. 

One of the reasons behind this 
measure is to protect the actors. 
The Corporation will not give its 
permission for a company to give 
performances until it is satisfied 
there are sufficient funds to pay at 
least a certain number of weeks 
of performances. The Corporation 
will also exercise a certain inev- 
itable censorship over pieces. 

The innovation has been brought 
about to some extent by the de- 
plorable financal condition of the- 
atrical companies in this country. 





London Reviewers Slam 
First Play by Young Tyro 





London, Sept. 28. 

Critics with one accord slated 
‘Marriage a la Carte’ opening at the 
Prince of Wales’. It is the first ef- 
fort of a 21-year-old beginner. De- 
spite the unanimous panning the 
premiere audience enjoyed it to a 
certain extent. 

Writers give the author small 
credit for the clever dialog he had 
created and the promise he gives of 
a future. Only one paper gave him 
any encouragement. 

As a result, attraction is doing al- 
most no business. Second night 
gross was about.$100. 

‘Jane Eyre’ in a new adaptation 
of the old novel was offered Sept. 24 
at the Kingsway. It was splendidly 
played, but does not iook like mak- 
ing much commotion. 





Gilbert Childs Dies 


London, Sept. 28. 
Gilbert Childs, revue comedian 
and one of the original ‘co-optim- 
ists,’ died in London Sept. 24. 
He had been ill over a year. 


Lift 40-Year Ban on 


‘Salome’—Due at Savoy 


London, Sept. 19. 

The Lord Chamberlain, the play 
censor, has removed the 40-year 
ban on Oscar Wilde’s “Salome.” 
Play has never been publicly staged 
here, although it has been done a 
number of times by stage societies 
in a semi-private way. 

Piece will be staged publicly at 


——-- | 


German Govt.-Controlled Agency 
For Vaude, Parenna, Is Attacked; 
But No Chance of Dissolution 








the Savoy the end of the month. 


Resale of Time 


In England, Step 
To Commercials 


London, Sept. 28. 

Colonial Broadcasting Corp. has 
been formed here with a nominal 
capital of $6,000, the object being to 
buy up a block of program time on 
a network involving 30 British Em- 
pire Radio stations. 

It is the intention of the promot- 
ers to resell the time purchased in 
wholesale quantities, on a retail 
basis, to local advertisers. 

Accomplishment of the 
would constitute the first step to- 
wards commercial broadcasting in 


scheme 





| government monopoly 
| necessarily excludes strictly English 


the British Empire. Status of a 
in England 


territory from the arrangement. 


| Backers of the enterprise are An- 


|thony Frost, real estate agent, and 
Paul England. 


‘Frenchmen’ with Cast 
Nearly All American 
May Not See London 


London, Sept. 28. 

From present indications it looks 
as though ‘Fifty Million French- 
men’ will close in Manchester in a 
fortnight. That means it will miss 
the West End. It’s mostly an 
American company with Hal Skelly 
heading the cast. 

Two shows closed Saturday; ‘The 
Queer Fish,’ at the Apollo, and 
‘Marriage a la Carte,’ at the Prince 
of Wales. Latter show after only 
five days. 


DE MILLE’S ‘CIRCLE’ RIGHTS 
= 


Buys Moscow’s Long-Distance Hit 


for American Reproduction 
Moscow, Sept. 19 
Cecil B DeMille has bought the 
American rights to the Moscow Art 
Theatre success, ‘Squaring the Cir- 
cle,’ by Valentine Kataev. 


DeMille in the 
of the play. 


to collaborate with 
New York production 
It has been running in the Soviet 
capital for many years. Sept. 16 
Kataey left for Berlin by plane to 
attend the German premiere of his 
play, ‘Vanguard.’ From there he 
will go to the States, 

The DeMille production will be on 
the basis of the authorized 
translation of this much-pirated 
play, done by Charles Malamuth and 
Eugene Lyons. 


one 





WIPED OUT 
IN MARKET 


London, Sept. 28. 
Tragic stock market losses have 
been sustained recently by various 
veterans of variety who had amas- 
sed comfortable life 
now have to return to the stage. 

Advantage has taken 
some quarters of their necessity. 
These troupers, who were once in 


receipt of anything from $500 to 
$1,000 weekly are now compelled to 
appear for a quarter or a fifth of 
their original salaries. 

The oldtimers hobble about and 
affect a lost gaiety. 


incomes and 


been in 








London Show World 





London, Sept. 18. 

New local law which may have 
repercussions on the amusement in- 
dustry is shortly to be passed en- 
abling architects to build higher 
than has yet been allowed. 

London County Council has al- 
ways barred builders from going 
higher than the throw of a fire 
hose, which has usually restricted 
habitable buildings to 80 feet. An- 
other 20 will now be added, and the 
Fire Brigade are already trying out 
new hose. 


Floodlighting London 

Biggest free amusement gag ever 
exploited in London is the flood- 
lighting illuminations now current 
for the recent Dlumination Con- 
gress, 

As a tribute to the conference 
men the leading buildings of the 
town were floodlit for the first time, 
and the are lamps continue to gleam 
for the next month. 

Result has been surprising, with 
traffic Jams lasting nearly an hour 
in some spots. 


Play in 2 Tongues 
‘Porcupine Point,’ by Gabriel 
Toyne, was staged for the first time 


at the Gate theatre, Sept. 14. Its 
novelty is in the fact it is a bi- 
lingual. Speaking to the author, 


Variety's reporter was told the idea 


of a two-language play was sug- 
gested to Toyne by Sir 3arry 
Jackson, 


In its present form the play will 
have a limited appeal to highbrows 
and those who think they are 
Suitably Americanized and commer- 
cially staged it has an excellent 
chance in the U. S. and Canada, 
with which latter spot it deals. 


Religion by Reels 
English church people are getting 
ideas. They've started film shows 
during church hours, interspersing 
the clinches with the hymn stuff. 





| but reckon it’s up to them to pat 
; ronize 


Older folks don’t like the idea, 


Song Writers Memorial 

Memorial is to be erected to F. 
E. Weatherley, the ballad writer 
who made a fortune churning out 
sentimental ditties for the edifica- 
tion of Victorian drawing rooms. 

Weatherley was a barrister in 
private life. Some of the most il- 
lustrious names in England are con- 
nected with the memorial com- 
mittee. 

Many of Weatherley’s songs were 
not protected in the States. It’s 
hoped on this side that generous 
American music lovers will take 
this opportunity of paying belated 
tribute to a man who never made 
money out of the American market. 


12 Shows too Many 


Lea Seidl, lead in ‘White Horse 
Inn,’ is still crying about the 12 
shows she has to do weekly. 

Recently out for some time, the 
management stating it was due to 
throat trouble, but actually the 
medico laid her off through heart 
strain. 

Seidl was originally promised by 
Eric Charell she would only do 
eight shows a week. So far Sir 
Oswald Stoll disclaims the promise 
and Charell ducks the issue. There’s 
even a possibility the star will quit 
the show before long. 


Cuban Dance in London 

‘The Cuban,’ new dance, was in- 
troduced to London at the Empress 
tooms this week, with a classy line 
of society gossipers looking on at 
the strutters. 

Buchanan Taylor handled the 
show with customary ability and 
the evening clicked for space in the 
dailies. 


2-Piece Atmosphere 
tritish International must have 
thought hard to invent the pub- 
licity gag around ‘Let's Go Native, 
their latest comedy take 
studio floors 
Piece is 


to the 
one o*% those 
girl things. To get the 
mosphere the entire production unit 
will work in the two-piec e@ costumes 
Just one of those things, but it’s 


bathing 


right 





the youngsters 
by the reel. 


and sel] ;re- 


ligion 


enterprising, and the pape 


waiting for the photographs. ! 


The author will go to New York] law 


Berlin, Sept. 28. 

Due to differences between Pa- 
renna and the Association of: In- 
ternational Vaudeville Managers, 
Josef Milos, representing the vaude 
managers in Parenna, has resigned, 
He published a_= strong attack 
gains the state controlled vaude 
agency in Das Organ,’ German 


trade paper. 


Milos insists that prohibition by 
of professional employment 
agencies is lunacy, claiming the 
work of the Parenna is inadequate 


and that outside and minnie agents 
were not as numerous in Germany 


before the existence of the or- 
ganization as they are today. 
Milos also insists that 95% of the 


artists would vote for a reestablish- 
ment of private and would 
to calling Parenna an 
practical bureaucratic organization. 

Another strong opponent to Pa- 
renna developed at a meeting of 
the Vaudeville Managers’ Associa- 
tion, when general manager Marx 
of the Scala, declared that the Pa- 


agencies 


agree im- 





OLD TROUPERS| 


renna is a misfortune for vaude- 
ville and will always remain, one, 
unless wiped out. 

On the other hand, Alfred Fossil, 
president of IAL, while agreeing 
that the Parenna bureaucratic or- 
ganization is all wet, thinks it 
ought to be fixed up and changed a 
bit, but not destroyed entirely. 

Government attitude on the mat- 
ter is reflected by Dr. Stegerwald, 
Minister of Labor, and Geheimrat 
Syrup, who are quoted, semi-of- 
ficially, as saying that annulment 
of the state agencies and dissolu- 
tion of Parenna will not even be 
considered. 

Parenna meets again in a few 
weeks, at which time corrective 
measures will be discussed. 


DUTCH THEATRE SPURTS 
DESPITE TRADE SLUMP 


The Hague, Sept. 28. 

Holland's getting its fill of thee 
atricals, with both foreign and local 
companies on all sides, despite the 
slump in trade. 

Reorganized Verdake Company is 
in Amsterdam doing ‘Trilby.’ Louis 
Douglas’ colored revue, ‘Louisiana,’ 
is touring Holland to packed houses, 
Another company making money is 
the Kreuzchor group from Germany. 

“‘Wonderbar’ in a local translation 
is doing fair business at the Hof- 
stadtooneel. Jules Bledsoe, Ameri- 
can baritone, was a guest at one of 
the performances during the week. 

American films seem also to be 
getting a break here currently. 
‘Trader Horn’ (Metro) got a simul- 
taneous opening at the City theatre 
here and the Tuschinsky in Amster- 
dam. 





2 Sunday Fade-Outs 


London, Sept. 28. 

‘Just Another Day,’ shown by the 
Repretory Players last night (27) 
at the Savoy is an interesting play, 
though leading nowhere. Uncom- 
mercial is the word. 

‘Behold the Bridegroom’ was an- 
other Sunday night performance, 
but at the Arts theatre. It's un- 
convincing. 


Lease Cafe de Paris 


London, Sept. 28. 

Martimus Poulsen and Fausto 
Stocco, lessees of the Cafe Anglais, 
have practically completed arrange- 
ments to purchase the lease of the 
Cafe de Paris from Humphreys 
Cooke, 

The new interests are backed by 
Francis Francis, husband of Sunny 
Jarmann, American revue 
principal, now retired. 


Alhambra, Paris, Vaude 


former 


Paris, Sept. 28. 
Gaumont British has reopened t 2 
Alhambra here on ae vaudefilm 
lineup. Hflouse has 2,500 seats. 
Loot to be a like ly naborhoode r. 


-— ——__———» 


Violet Loraine’s Return 


London, Sept. 28. 
Ralph Reader will stage ‘Step- 
ping Sisters,’ which is set as the 





medium of Violet Loraine’s return 
to the stage in November, 
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Professor Cc 


Plays on Broadway 





HE 


Comedy in three acts presented at the 


Guild by the Theatre Guild Sept. 21; writ- 


ten by Alfred Savior; adapted by Chester 
Erskin; directed by latter, 

BavCOnGae no. cv ece cows sess cces Leslie Hunt 
BUPONOCON DEMIR aw 6 sites 44-4 4460 te Claude Rains 


Monsieur Matard, hotel proprietor 


Cecil Yapp 
Seer eee Tues er Eugene Powcrs 


Thre Invalid, his daughter..... Viola Frayne 
BE NET so Ria bo 60eeen Edith  Meicer 
Commander Trafalgar....... Edward Rigby 
DB Soccvcceccecbocseetcceseecs Tom Powers 
a re Violet Kemble Cooper 
| Pee errr riTi ie Lester Salkow 
BeOusiour Pins. ccccocccese William Gargan 
EOE. BUNGE Ss a ostecdnes tance Le Roy Brown 
First Porter...... ---Lawrence Hurdle, Jr. | 
Second Porter...........CharlesW. Adams 
BOMCCEE. occ odds ccecsecoccie Robert Le Sueur 


The Theatre Guild appears to 
have banked on the run chances of 
this satirical comedy, probably on 
the Philadelphia spring try-out. 
As divulged here, indications are 
for the subscription period of six 
weeks, maybe a little more. 

The comedy in ‘He’ depends upon 
the point of view. Alfred Savoir, 
the French playwright, is well 
enough known for his light works 
and the dramatie trend in ‘He’ ap- 
pears well enough brought out by 
Chester Erskin; who adapted and 
staged it. But there is an intended 
vagueness that eases the play into 
the doldrums and the initial per- 
formance reached boredom. 

The spotting of a nut escaped 
from an asylum in a Swiss hotel 
that has been snowed in. is a prom- 
ising premise. This chap wanders 
in without registering and when 
asked his name, says it is God. A 
convention of free thinkers is in 
session and they have just voted to 
abolish God, the one dissenting vote 
being that of the stranger. 

Matching that person is the ele- 
vator runner who has a Napoleonic 
complex and is uniformed that way. 
This little man stalks into the bar, 
where it all takes place, makes a 
move on the chess board, yells 
check and stalks out. The bar- 
keep is the other player, most of 
his time being spent peering at the 
‘board. 

_ Among the free thinkers is the 
mouthy president, an ex-comman- 
der of the British navy, and the 
secretary, a female from Seattle. 


# They are taken aback at the pre- 


posterous talk of ‘He’ and for a 
time he is kept under restraint by 
the hotel manager. The nut claims 
happenings occur without his as- 
sent, while again he asserts he 
willed such and so an occurrance. 
One such was putting out of combat 
the boxing champ of Europe. 

There is also a pale, blonde prin- 
eess, who was the sweetie of the 
fighter, but who switches her af- 
fections and finally from an un- 
seen dancer to ‘He.’ Just about 
that time the doctor from the asy- 
lum arrives. His patient, also be- 
lieved to be one Krinamurti, an In- 
dian theosopist called God by his 
followers, appears quite willing to 
return to the asylum. Yet at the 
curtain he goes over the footlights 
and escapes, 

Whether regarded as confusing 
or not the play seemed enervating 
rather than amusing. Players in- 
cluded Tom Powers as the nut, 
Claude Rains ditto as Napoleon, ‘Eu- 
gene Powers as the free thought 
leader, Edward Rigby as the Brit- 
isher, Violet Kemble Cooper as the 
Princess, Edith Meiser as the Seat- 
tle dame and Cecil Yapp, the man- 
ager. 

‘He’ is not for other than sub- 
scription audiences. Ibee. 


DID I SAY NO? 


Comedy-Drama in three acts and four 
scenes presented by Hamilton Produc- 
tions. Written by [Elizabeth Miele and 
featuring Anna Appel. Staged by Priest- 
ly Morrison. At the 48th street, Sept. 22. 

Irving Greenberg........Herbert Rudley 
Sophia Greenberg..........Mirlam Stuart 
Courtney Travers.........Coburn Goodwin 


Sam Goldstein............Martin Wolfson 
Patrick Goldstein............John McNulty 
Rebecca Greenberg.........- Anna Appe! 
Judge Louis Levine....Maurice Freeman 
Mrs. Mollie Hoffman....... .Helen Salinger 
Mrs. Michael Murphy..........Maida Lea 
Philomena Sorrento.......... June Mullin 
Joe Collins.........+6. ..».-Somuel Dockrell 
Mrs. Fred Brighton...,......Helen Appel 


Hugh Carrington....Thomas M. Reynolds 
Officer McKee............ Gordon Hamilton 
Judge Warren........+..-. Edward Poland 


Berkley..Thomas V. Morrison 
.George Wilhelm 
..»-Samuel Pierce 


Prosecutor 
Court Clerk...... eoecccces 
Court Reporter.......... 


Booked into the 48th St., for only 
two weeks because another play 
comes in then, the producers of this 
hodge-podge hope to move to an- 
other theatre at the end of that 
time. They won't have to move. 
And the other play can still come 
in. 

In a season marked with a stream 
of weak tries, this play can’t even 
ask for the head of the line. 

Evidently Elizabeth Miele, who 
authored as well as produced this 
opera (although the latter function 
under a nom de plume) started out 
to write another ‘Abie’s Irish Rose.’ 
First act is that kind of comedy 
with all the paraphenalia intact and 
not so bad. 

Mrs. Greenberg runs a_ second 
hand furniture store on an auc- 
tion basis with the help of her son 
and daughter. The Irish neighbor, 


forth. The Dutch neighbor, Mrs. 
Hoffman, comes in to talk about her 
Otto’s baloney and the Italian organ 
grinder comes in several times to 
chisel things from the soft hearted 
Jewish lady. 

There’s Mrs. Goldberg’s Sophie, a 
pretty girl, and Irving, sprightly 
young man. Sophie falls for a 
handsome ‘boy’ who tries to turn 
her head and pretty nearly succeeds. 
Among the junk a Rembrandt is 
found which brings $50,000 and 
Sophie gets part of the money out 
of the bank to run away with the 
handsome villain, but is found out 
just in time and the money saved, 
when it’s learned that the man is 
really a crook and didn’t intend to 
marry the kid after all. 

So far, so good. It’s unoriginal, 
routine and all that. But it fits a 
set groove and might have found a 
half market with cheap seats and 
cut-rates. But all that is toid in 
less than two acts. So Miss Miele, 
being a versatile authoress, decided 
to turn it into a drama instead of a 


comedy. 
In comes the tough Irish cop, 
picks up an antique gun, shoots 


himself with it accidentally and Ir- 
ving is arrested as the assassin for 
a second act curtain. Third act, of 
course, is the court room scene, with 


everything looking hopeless until 
the last minute, when an unsus- 
pected witness arrives and saves 


Irving’s life. 

Irving’s lawyer here asks Irving's 
mother, the widow Greenberg, to 
become his wife, she says ‘Did I 
say No?’ which supposedly excuses 
the title and tne evening is over. 

Doubtful if even good acting could 
have saved it, but to make sure 
the play doesn’t get it. Miss Appel 
in the lead role, is quite an accom- 
Plished Bast Side actress and is 
satisfactory enough, with everyone 
else in the cast pretty ordinary. 
Miriam Stuart as Sophie is far from 
good, but seemed to have consider- 
able talent and looks, handicapped 
by her role. If she screens well, she 
ought to be a bet for pictures. 

Cleon Throckmorton did the sets 
the first of which is very interest- 
ing. Kauf. 


THE BREADWINNER 


Comedy in acts, presented at the 
Booth, Sept. by Messmore Kendall; 
written by W. Somerset Maugham; Marie 
Lohr and A. E. Matthews; staged by the 
latter, 

Charles Battle. 
Margery ..... 
SOA . oc condveces 
ei. Oe 


three 
22, 


ccvcccccceesA. BE. Matthews 
eee+++.-Marie Lohr 
ececees+- Betty Linley 
ee seeeese- Angus Macleod 
Alfred Granger..... Sedecces Eric Cowley 
SIOTOERG: acicdsc seccecesssLleanor Woodruff 
DIANA cecpcccccceccesoccsvecces Irene Blair 
Timothy .....sccececeeesss-Chariey Powers 








Rather a succession of mediocre 
plays during September led to the 
expectation that Broadway’s dra- 
matic fare would receive sustenance 
from such a name as Somerset 
Maugham, but the Englishman’s 
‘The Breadwinner’ did not impress 
mucin more than its homely title. 
Doubtful of appeal and probably 
only lower floor trade for the period 
of the brokers’ buy. 

Chatty is the term descriptive of 
Mr. Maugham’s trifle. ‘The Bread- 
winner’ has an idea, that of a Lon- 
don stockbroker of substance aban- 
doning a respectable calling and 
walking out on his wife and matur- 
ing son and daughter. There isn't 
another woman and there is no 
special reason for Charles Battle’s 
decision, except that he is bored 
with his business and with his fam- 
ily. A suggested cause is that when 
he returned from the war, his wife 
thought him changed. 

Margery had been a complacent 
wife. Her love for Charles had 
long gone, Charles announces his 
walking on the day his business 
fails. Although he secured financial 
aid to carry him through the stress, 
he returns the funds and tells how 
two men would mount the rostrum 
at the exchange, announce that 
Charles Battle could not meet his 
bargainings and would be ‘ham- 
mered down,’ meaning the end of 
his brokerage career. 

In leaving his people there is 
some provision for them. Seems 
Charles had $100,000 in a New York 
bank, three-fourths to go to the 
family and one-quarter to himself. 
He expects to subsist on the income, 
or $25 a week. And so he vamps, 
after chatting about it with his 
cousin Alfred, a solicitor, the lat- 
ter’s wife Dorothy, his daughter 
Judy, and Margery, who never does 
know the right thing to say at the 
right time. 

Dorothy, although a cousin, with 
grown children, too, thinks Charles 
is smitten with her, although he 
firmly denies it. Alfred believes 
there is a woman behind it, also 
wrong. Latter’s 18-year-old daugh- 
ter, Diana, suggests he take her 
along as his mistress, another nega- 
tive. Patrick, his snooty son, is 
much miffed about being told he is 
a bore, but pert Judy, his daughter, 
suspects Charles has more of a 
sense of humor than the family per- 
eceives and wishes him a pleasant 
time. 

The author has inserted some- 
thing of a continuity idea. The last 





Mrs. Murphy, wanders back and 


minute of the first and second acts 





is reenacted after the rise of the 
curtain in the second and third acts. 
Idea in novel, but not particularly 
effective, since the play is so con- 
versational. 
ory of audiences hardly necessary. 

A. E. Matthews and Marie Lohr, 
featured, are Charles and Margery, 
married for 19 years, with a nice 
home at Golder’s Green, and many 
luxuries. Mr. Maugham implies he 
intended to satirize marriage more 
than he did. It is admitted that 
when Charles and Margery were 
wed they were crazy about each 
otner. What made the union go 
to seed was habit, humdrum 
monotony, the husband figures. 
The solution hardly seemed con- 
clusive because there was no clear 
reason for Charlie taking air. 

Betty Linley as Judy the daugh- 
ter stood out. “he is a scrrel-top, 
suggesting Billie Burke when she 
was an ingenue. That redhead was 
matched by another, Angus Mac- 
leod, playing the brother who has 
to go to work, too. Eric Cowley is 
rather amusing as the lawyer who 
bent his knees when making a 
point. Eleanor Woodruff is one of 
the few native players, most others 
being English. Miss Woodruff as 
cousin Dorothy had much the ad- 
vantage over Miss Lohr in the last 
act. 

Some British expressions were 
somewhat Americanized, but there 
seemed too many platitudes in the 
dialog to make it sparkle. Part of 
the third night audience seemed to 
get fun from ‘The Breadwinner,’ 
but the majority was indifferent. 

Ibee. 


PEOPLE ON THE HILL 


Play in three acts presented at the Prin- 
cess Sept. 25 by Midtown Producers, Inc.; 
written by Torvald Liljencrantz; staged by 
Mayer. 


IAITY _ BEICHRSIG. cc cvccecsvicecd Alden Chase 
Wick Martin...... eoeee- burgess Meredith 
PERGEO TOUTE, 6 605s tecsevessadcige Jane Kim 
Coralie Martin....eccesess+- Elaine Temple 
Packy Davis...csee eooceess- Grover Burgess 
PAR APARE os és ivecds eecvdes Claudia Morgan 
Chrystal Martin.....++.es++.-Helen Coburn 
BOT ol: Be a Irene Shirley 
Hugh Henery....se.ee...Murray Stephens 
BGIGB  RROBETS.. 6 oc ictvecceccss Mlizabeth Tyler 
Mr, Milliken......eeeee....Warren Murray 


Maybe this is arty theatre, ‘Peo- 
ple on the Hill.’ If so, that lets it 
down too easy. Actually it is ama- 
teur stuff, although its players have 
appeared before the footlights in 
one way or another. In entertain- 
ment content the measure is close 
to zero. As a starter for a new pro- 
duction group it promises little. 

The play is said to have passed 
through or been sold by Elisabeth 
Marbury’s office. Carl Reed, who 
has a connection there, may have 
known about it, but hs wouldn't 
tell. The program lists a flock of 
names in the Midtown Producers 
organization, including the scene 
designer and assistant, costume de- 
signer and two assistants and so 
on. After looking at the duds the 
program credit seems a joke. Peo- 
ple on the hill wear sneakers, moc- 
casins and other sloppy footwear 
that goes with carefree out-of-doors 
rigs. And they say the Midtowners 
have leased the Princess for the 
season. 

That a bankroll is on hand Is evi- 
dent. Bertha C. Gillespie is under- 
stood to have coin and to have sup- 
plied the funds. She is down as 
treasurer and house manager. It is 
related that Miss Gillespie attended 
the Mount Holyoke college for girls, 
and while there acquired an inter- 
est in dramatics from Jeanette A. 
Marks, professor of English liter- 
ature, 

It seems further that Miss Gilles- 
pie built a playhouse at the college, 
and that some of Professor Baker’s 
play-writing students from Yale 
had some of their stuff presented 
there. Among the shows was ‘Peo- 
ple on the Hill,’ by Torvald Liljen- 
crantz, declared to be somebody’s 
real name. 

Two scenes, same number of acts. 
‘By the Lone Cypress’ is a rocky 
hilltop, the other side leading to the 
sea and a rocky shore. Coralie 
Martin is beloved by Barry Mi- 
chaels, and her younger sister, 
Chrystal, loves the lad, too. Barry 
is lost in the sea somehow. And then 
it comes out that Coralie is to have 
a baby. Everybody speaks a lIot 
about Barry. The sisters pledge 
themselves to always stay together, 
feeling the infant will replace Barry 
to some extent. Another sister in- 
sists Coralie marry Hugh Henery, 
years older but willing to wed her 
regardless. During the ceremony it 
is discovered that Chrystal has 
jumped into the sea with the kid to 
join Barry. 

From the manner of the playing 
and the players there is a hidden 
strain strange to the conventional. 
Maybe that would not matter if the 
play meant anything. Rather col- 
legiate hooey. Tbee. 


Stock’s Actor-Director 


In addition <ov producing the new 
stock in Lawrence, Mass., this fall 
Dwight Meade will also play leads. 

One of the few directing-playing 
men still in stock biz. Betty Coul- 
ter is his leading woman. 





Nashville Postponement 
Nashville, Sept. 28. 
Lloyd Players set to open stock 
here have postponed the opening 
unti! the house lease is straightened 
out. 


Refreshing the mem-' 











———__—___ 


Plays Out of Town 





The Cat and the Fiddle 


Philadelphia, Sept. 25. 


Max Gordon, with ‘Three’s a 
Crowd and ‘The Band Wagon’ to 
his credit, has made a gamble with 
‘The Cat and the Fiddle,’ current at 
the Garrick. He has turned from 
sophistication to sentiment, figuring 
probably that with all the revues 
now playing in New York, time may 
be ripe and the public's taste set 
for something other than blackouts 
and smart wise-cracking. So he’s 
gone all the way in the other direc- 
tion, and because he has been wise 
in his choice of people, this re- 
viewer thinks he has a good chagqce 
to click. 

‘The Cat and the Fiddle’ needs all 
kinds of work on the boo's. Gordon 
has seen this already and grabbed 
weeks in Newark and Brooklyn fol- 
lowing the fortnight here. 

Séen for a second time on Friday 
night, first impression was strength- 
ened, although no very radical 
changes had been made. The first 
big house of the engagement (not 
counting papered first night) waxed 
enthusiastic about the book as well 
as the score. 

That score is going to be taiked 
about in show circles, though there 
are going to be some dissenters. 
Musically and artistically, it ranks 
at the top of all Jerome Kern’s 
scores. Probably no smash possi- 
bilities, such as ‘Show Boat’ had, but 
about eight that are outstanding. 
Light operatic in type, some of 
them, but not of the flowery ope- 
retta type, boomed out by peasant 
or soldier choruses. In fact, ‘The 
Cat and the Fiddle’ has. no chorus. 
Then there are a couple with jazz 
motifs, inserted because Otto Her- 
bach’s book deals with the rivalry 
of a young American girl (Gettina 
Hall) studying in Brussels and true 
to syncopation and ‘torch’ songs, 
and a Rumanian composer (Georges 
Metaxa) loyal to the classic forms. 

The romance is shattered a couple 
of times on the rocks of this sharp 
difference of opinion. Menace, if it 
might be called such, is furnished 
by a sauve impresario (Jose Ruben) 
and a fiery violiniste (Odette Myr- 
til), who try to separate the lovers. 
A younger pair of Americans (Eddie 
Foy, Jr., and Doris Carson) supply 
whatever light comedy and dacing 
that the show has, and another 
show manager, English this time 
(Lawrence Grossmith), does a sym- 
pathetic humorous bit, 

Bettina Hall should get plenty 6f 
praise.’ Vocally and dramatically, 
and in appearance and personality, 
she is outstanding. Metaxa isn't so 
sure, but is coming right along after 
being rather nervous the first night. 
A smooth speaking voice that will 
impress the women, a good singing 
voice, and the best Continental 
method of intense love-making are 
his assets. 

Surprise sensation was scored by 
George F. Meader, of the Metropoli- 
tan, whose only part is that of a 
itinterant street singer, but how he 
does sing! Two numbers of his, 
‘Love Parade’ and ‘Night Was 
Meant for Love,’ are top-notch. 

Ruben, who also did a good job 
in directing the show, was smooth 
as the impresario, and Odette Myr- 
til was properly excitable and emo- 
tional as the violiniste. Foy’s danc- 
ing was strangely under par, but he 
clicked otherwise, and Miss Carson 
was both cute and capable. Gros- 
smith’s part needs the most tinker- 
ing; his was a tough assignment, 
which he did well. Fred Walton 
and Dorothy Debenham, latter im- 
ported from England, were okay in 
character bits. 

Staging is attractive, though, of 
course, not as elaborate as ‘Band 
Wagon.’ No revolving stage used, 
but Henry Dreyfuss has supplied 
three or four notable sets that are 
full of Continental atmosphere. 
First one is a darb, and so is the 
play-within-a-play scene. vy aters. 





9 
Everybody’s Welcome 
Philadelphia, Sept, 26. 
‘Everybody's Welcome,’ new 
Shubert musical, based on their 
comedy hit of last season, ‘Up Pops 
the Devil,’ and current at the For- 


rest theatre, is a slightly above- 
average tune show immeasurably 


helped by the performances of its 
principals and possessed of a score 
that has several outstanding hit 
possibilities. 

Harold Atteridge, who wrote the 
book, has departed a great way 
from the simple little comedy by 
Frances Goodrich and Albert Hack- 
ett. The latter had a single set in 
the modest Greenwich Village 
apartment of a struggling young 
author and his’wife. 

‘Everybody's Welcome’ presents 
that same apartment as an elabo- 
rate and ornate studio pent house, 
and also has several theatre scenes 
which give an opportunity for the 
scenic designer's § ideas. Paren- 
thetically, the sets are in good 
taste as color contrasts and design. 

Sammy Tain wrote most of the 
seore with ‘As Time Goes By,’ 
‘That's Good, That's Bad,’ ‘Even As 
You and T’ and ‘Lease in My Heart’ 
outstanding. Frances Williams also 
has several interpolated numbers of 


the ‘Blues’ or ‘torch’ variety. 
of them, ‘I Shot the Works’ 
shocked a lot of people here 
says its lyrics are the dirtiest 
heard in Philadelphia. 

Oscar Shaw is capital in the lend- 
ing male role, and not only puts 


Ona 
hag 
who 
yet 


across his songs in accustomed 
manner, but creates a believable 


and human 


Young 
yVutisn 


character 
husband who is supporied 
by his wife and finally breaks with 
her on that account. Shaw also has 
his share of the comedy and ape 
pears to enjoy himself thoroughly 
in the clowning moments. 

Frances Williams hasn't been bet. 
ter since her famous ‘Scandals’ with 
the ‘Black Bottom’ and ‘The Birth 
of the Blues.’ She plays the role of 
the wisecracking friend of the 
young couple, originally a news. 
paper woman, but now an actress. 
Her gowns drew more than the 
usual ‘Ah-h’s’ and ‘Oh-h’'s’ from the 
women, and her numbers, especially 
‘As Times Goes By’ called for sev- 
eral encores. 

Ann Pennington, playing a part 
for the first time in quite a while, 
is the little Southern girl upstairg 
who vamps the young author. Pen- 
ny’s Southern accent can hardly be 
called authentic, but she registers 
rather better than usual in her lines, 
in addition to doing dance routines 
in her own style. 

Harriete Lake, as the young wife, 
is both personable and capable. 
Hers is no strong voice, but she 
plays smoothly opposite Shaw and 
sincere and 


out of the 


impresses as vigor- 
ous, 

The Ritz Brothers, rumored as 
going out, were regurded by the 


first-nighters as rather too ‘rough’ 
for the rest of the show, but Harry 
gets plenty of laughs working with 
Miss Williams and handling most of 
the show's laughs. The three boys 
have plenty of. dirty lines and too 
many pansy references. 

Thomas Harty, programmed 
merely as ‘a drunk’ (the original 
comedy had the same part of an in- 
ebriate who thinks the studio apart- 
ment is a swell speakeasy), does a 
couplé of corking dance specialties, 
reminiscent of, though hardly com- 
parable, to some of Jack Donahue's 
routines. Rosemary Deering clicks 
with her ‘Blue Danube’ ballet. The 
chorus works hard, but several of 
their numbers, especially the re- 
prises, could be fresher and more 
striking. The Dorsey orchestra 
works in the pit. Waters. 


CHERRIES ARE RIPE 


Washington, Sept. 24. 

Arch Selwyn, in association with 
Erlangers, staged a premiere of 
John Emerson and Anita Loos’ com- 
edy, ‘Cherries Are Ripe,’ in the Nae 
tional this week, with Basil Sydney 
and Mary Ellis starring, 

This is the play used in the sticks 
by Vilma Banky and Rod LaRoque, 
picture stars, 

It is of the continental school, and 
has to do with the age-old story of 
the cuckold. A country gentleman, 
fearful his wife might prove un- 
faithful, leaves her in the keeping 
of his good friend, a roue—as if this 
could ever happen. If the wife falls 
from grace, the old man is to be no- 
tified that ‘Cherries Are Ripe? 
There is the title and the play. 

On the opening, Sydney was not 
quite sure of himself in a Graus- 
tarkian role, which had him all 
dressed up like the Chocolate Sol- 
dier. He played in slow tempo and 
as the script is a bit wordy, the ac- 
tion was entirely sluwed up; except 
in those spots where Miss Ellis be- 
came the center of interest. 

The authors worked here all week 
and hope to have it in better shape 
by the time it lands on Broadway. 
It will have to be. Datu. 








(YIDDISH) 
Chicago, Sept. 26. 

Chicago's only Yiddish theatre is 
starting its third season with repere 
toire headed by Samuel Goldene 
burg, considered one of the ace ate 
tractions on the Jewish stage to- 
day. toldenburg, or anyone else, 
will have to do a lot of attracting 
to get real shekels from Hebrew 
trade in this town. 

For the past two years the Lawn- 
dale has been dipping in the red 
and has tried everything. Even the 
benefit performances, tied in with 
various organizations, flounder. Once 
it was the supporting pillar of the 
Yiddish theatre and still is. But 
in theory only. 

Lawndale was originally opened 
as a picture house and turned out 
to be a barn, with 2,600 seats and 
no balcony. That acreage is fat 
from being a favorable factor for 
Yiddish shows, which are essential- 
ly intimate. Hurts actors’ perform 
ances here who have to shout im 
order to be heard. 

Another detrimental 
the absence of showmen here. 
poration controlling this proper’s 
mostly composed of neighborioed 
political leaders, who figure the spot 
as a point of vantage durins @ 
campaign to line up local votes. 
Originally the Yiddish theatre ide? 


(Continued on page 62} 
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Bway Still Panting for Dramatic 
Smash—Vet Shows Top Newcomers 





Broadway is still waiting for a 
new dramatic hit. Several expected 
good things failed to materialize last 
week and September ends a disap- 


pointment. New show score is a 


couple of moderate comedies and a 


like number 
shows. 

Absence of a dramatic standout 
among the new shows is emphasized 
by the fact that two of last season’s 
hits are getting much higher grosses 
than any recent entrant. 

‘He,’ at the Guild, plainly ran 
under touted form and a first week 
of $12,000 was mostly subscriptions: 
*"The Breadwinner,’ at the Booth, did 
not impress the reviewers either and 
this London import is quite doubt- 
ful; ‘If I Were You,’ a Yiddish play 
in English, was fairly well regard- 
ed; ‘Did I Say No?’ will stop at the 
48th Street; ‘People On the Hill’ 
has little chance at Princess, ‘Pay- 
ment Deferred’ was postponed and 
opens the Lyceum this week, also 
held over was ‘Nikki’ for the Long- 
acre. 

Other openings carded for the 
coming week are ‘Left Bank,’ Little; 
‘Cherries Are Ripe,’ Gaiety; ‘Divorce 
Me Dear,’ Avon; ‘The Guest Room,’ 
Biltmore ‘Two Seconds,’ Ritz; 
‘Streets of New York,’ starts reper- 
tory at the 48th Street. Possibili- 
ties are ‘The Father,’ 49th Street, 
and ‘The Enemy Within.’ 

Addeu closings last week were 
‘Fast and Furious,’ New Yorker, and 
the repeat of ‘Old Man Murphy,’ 
Hudson. 

First full week of ‘I Love An Act- 
ress’ drew little trade to the Times 
Square and continuance after this 
week is not certain. ‘Scandals,’ the 
latest musical, got about $39,00), 
gross running under previous sea- 
sons. First full week of ‘Singin’ 
the Blues’ bettered $10,000. 

Couple of-torrid nights last week 
hurt most shows on the list, with 
eooler weather later sending grosses 
up. 


of musical money 


Estimates for Last Week 
(Symbols R—revue; M—musical 
tomedy; D—drama; C—comedy; 
F—Jarce; O—operetta; Capacities 

and top prices also indicated.) 


‘After Tomorrow,’ John Golden 
(6th week) (CD-900-$3). Doing 
moderate biz; agency buy expired 
and not renewed; last week again 
about $6,500. 

‘Barretts of Wimpole St.,’ Empire 
(35th week) (CD-1,099-$3.85). Cinch 
for a year and may play out new 
season; business last week well 
over $19,000 mark. 

‘Cloudy With Showers,’ Morosco 
(Sth week) (C-893-$3). Doing fairly 
well and should stick until holidays 
or longer; paced at nearly $10,000. 

‘Did | Say No,’ 48th St. (2d week) 
(C-969-$3). Final week; booking 
was for two weeks and was to 
Switch if indications were favor- 
able; panned; Lawrence Langer’s 
repertory starts next week. 

‘Follies, Ziegfeld (14th week) 
(R-1,622; -$5.50). Some warm nights 
last week accounted for pace easing 
off; got about $40,000; still among 
biggest. 

‘Grand Hotel,’ National (48th 
week) (D-1,164;-$4.40). Back al- 
most to winter money again with 
last week’s gross near $25,000; may 
go through second season, too, 

‘He,’ Guild (2a week) (CD-914- 
$3). Critics did not think so much 
of Guild’s starting show; however, 
frosses protected by subscriptions, 
$12,660. 

‘If | Were King,’ Ambassador (2d 
week) (CD-1,200-$3). Jewish star 
in English presentation of Yiddish 
comedy rather well received; should 
do something; opened last mid- 
week, 

‘l Love an Actress,’ Times Square 
(3d week) (C-1,057-$3.85). Continu- 
ance after this week depends on 
whether show can outride unfavor- 
able notices: not over $5,000. 

‘House of Connolly,’ Beck (1st 
week) (D-1,189-$3). Presented by 
Players of Theatre Guild studio; se- 
rious play written by Paul Green; 
opened Monday. 

‘Ladies of Creation,’ (4th 
week) (C-1,048-$3). Business has 
improved, but has some way to £0 
for show to be in clear; rated a bit 
over $4,500. 

‘Nikki,’ Longacre (1st week) (M- 
1,109-$3.85). Premiere postponed 
from last week; due to start to- 
night (29), 

‘Payment Preferred,’ Lyceum (ist 
week) (D-957-$3). Drama from 
London also put off from last week 
until Wednesday night (30); unsea- 
sonable heat announced as cause of 
postponement, 

‘Scandals,’ Apollo (3d week) (R- 
1,168-$5.50). With balcony scale 
$4.40 top this season, gross not as 


Cort 





high as formerly; capacity at about 
$39,000. 

‘Shoot the Works,’ Cohan (1ith 
week) (R-360-$3). Co-operative 
show improved further and gross 
went over 9,500; further 
might make it stick for run. 

‘Singin’ the Blues,’ Liberty (34d 
week) (D-1,202-$3). On cool eve- 
nings business showed favorable 
signs; first full week between $10,- 
000 and $11,000. 

‘The Band Wagon,’ New Amster- 
dam (18th week) (R-1,423-$5.50). 
Shows definite strength against new 
season attractions, and regarded set 
for all season; $41,000 last week, a 
climb. 

‘The Breadwinner,’ Booth (2d week) 
(D-708-$3). Reviewers not im- 
pressed with English comedy and 
majority panned it; business fair 
after Tuesday opening; agency buy 
helped somewhat, 

‘The Constant Sinner,’ Royale 
(3d week) (CD-1,118-$3). Doing 
good business but takings not ex- 
ceptional; eight week’s agency buy 
figures; about $14,000. 

‘The Good Companions,’ 44th St. 
(Ist week) (CD-1,323-$3). Pre- 
sented by Lee Shubert; adapted 
from novel by J. B. Priestley; large 
cast show reported fairly good at 
New Haven tryout; opens Wednes- 
day (30). 

‘Vanities,’ Earl Carroll (6th week) 
(R-3,000-$3). By virtue of large 
house and moderate top price get- 
ting biggest money in town; not 
far from $55,000. 

‘Washington Heights,’ Elliot (ist 
week) (CD-924-$3). Presented by 
Philip Goodman; written by Vin- 
cent Lawrence; opens tonight (29). 

Other Attractions 

‘The Chocolate Soldier,’ Erlang- 
er’s; revival doing very well. 

‘The Camels Are Coming,’ Presi- 
dent; postponed; due Friday (2). 

‘People of the Hill,’ Princess; 
little chance. 

‘Old Man Murphy,’ Hudson; re- 
peat closed after two weeks as 
scheduled. 


Girl’s Double Award 


Heien Gilligan’s claim against 
Arch Selwyn for salary due by 
breach of contract was arbitrated 
in favor of Miss Gilligan. Selwyn 
was ordered to pay her $618 and 
reinstate her in the show. Ar- 
bitrators were William Rapp, for 
Miss Gilligan; Herman Shumlin for 
Selwyn, and William Brice. 

Miss Gilligan filed claim on the 
ground that Selwyn. engaged her to 
Play the second lead in ‘Private 
Lives.” Aug. 4, after rehearsing 
two days, she was given a run of 
the play contract. On Aug. 10, after 
rehearsing a week, Selwyn told her 
to tear up her contract, she alleged, 
because Noel Coward’s english 
representative here said that the 
part had to be played by an English 
girl, and that there were plenty in 
this country who were not working. 

When Miss Gilligan asked for the 
two weeks’ salary, Selwyn told her 
that she had agreed to play some 
performances for nothing, she said. 
Selwyn then took her out of the 
show and said he would start ar- 
bitration proceedings. 

Miss Gilligan was put back in the 
road show of ‘Private Lives,’ in 
Washington, Sept. 21. 


Detroit’s 2 Legits 


Detroit, Sept. 28. 

With only two houses playing 
legit attractions this coming sea- 
son @ better booking schedule is 
looked for by both. The Cass, un- 
der the management of Harry Mc- 
Kee, is slated for the Shubert book- 
ings while the Wilson, unde Ollie 
Warner, continues with the Er- 
langer bookings. 

So far this season two premieres 
have been booked, Peter Arno’s 
‘Here Goes the Bride’ for Oct. 1 
at the Cass and Glenn Hunter in 
‘Peter Flies High,’ Oct. 11 at the 
Wilson. 


Sharp and ‘Death’ 

George Sharp reported dickering 
with the Shuberts to take out a 
road company of ‘Death Takes a 
Holiday.’ 

He will recruit his cast in New 
York and likely open around Pitts- 
burgh where he operated stock for 
a long time. 

















New Hartford Mgr. 
Hartford, Conn., Sept. 28. 
W. F. Stevenson, for years trea- 
surer of Parson's theatre here, has 
been appointed manager, 
Walter Priest, former manager, 
now in New York 


climb | 





Sticker 





Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
Bulletin posted on Equity’s 
board for the last month de- 
mands a juvenile 65 ft. 8 in. who 
can read Shakespeare with ex- 
pression. 
Height requirement is only 
thing preventing a stampede. 


‘3 LITTLE GIRLS’ DIES 
IN HEAT AT $7,000, 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 28. 
Teriffic heat socked legit 
ing here last week. Alvin pulled 
away to a bad start with ‘Three 


Little Girls’ (Shuberts). Ran into 
four of the hottest days of the year 
and was considerably lucky if it 
managed to scrape together $7,000 
at $3 top. 

Town’s other legit site, Nixon, 
didn’t get under way until tonight 
(28), starting off with opening of 
Lenore Ulric’s ‘Social Register.’ 
Bookings at both sites look prom- 
ising. Alvin, ‘Crazy Quilt,’ current. 
Nixon gets premiere of Schwab and 
Mandel’s ‘East Wind’ after ‘Social 
Register.’ 
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Frisco Grosses 





San Francisco, Sept. 28. 

The three legit houses of the town 
are clocking just fair business. ‘Ca- 
mille,’ in its third and last week at 
the Curran, maintained the most 
satisfactory pace. ‘Nine o’Clock 
Revue’ at the Geary after a Holly- 
wood run, got through the first 
week in good style, and is certain 
of three more. ‘Silver Cord’ at the 
Columbia was fair in its deuce week 
due to be followed Sept. 29 by ‘Girl 
Crazy’ under the Alberson-Macloon 
banner. ‘Camille’ has bowed out of 
the Curran to ‘On the Spot.’ Alca- 
zar dark. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Silver Cord,’ Columbia (D-1,700; 

2.50) (2d and final week). Not such 
hot biz at $6,500. ‘Girl Crazy’ opens 
Sept. 29 with Adele Rowland and 
B. B. B. 

‘Camille,’ Curran (D-1,700; $2.50) 
(2d and final week). Good enough 
at $11,000. ‘On the Spot’ now cur- 
rent. 

‘Nine o’Clock Revue,’ Geary (C- 
1,600; $2.50) (Ist week). This co- 
operative revue started neatly at 
$11,000 and everybody was paid off. 
Probably three weeks more. 


Girl in Legal Dept. 
Rebecca Brownstein has joined 
Equity. She’ll serve in the legal 
dept. 
New employe fills in for Frank 
Mufson, out. 





Heat Smacked Philly's Legits Last P 
Wk; ‘Cat and Fiddle’ Lead with $15,000 





BUFFALO’S SLOW START 





‘Private Lives’ Fair but Passes Help 
Smother ‘You Said It’ 


Buffalo, Sept. 28. | 

Opening of local legit season 
flopped badly here last week. The} 
Erlanger got by profitably with ‘Pri- 
vate Lives,’ due to show’s light 
overhead, but ‘You Said It,’ at the| 
Teck, despite a heavy local bally- | 
hoo due to Jack Yellen, failed to | 
produce anything at the box office 
Local management of the theatre | 


plastered the town heavily for the} 
opening but business sagged sharp- 
ly midweek. Lou Holtz was report- 
ed annoyed at the low gross, par- 
ticularly in view of New York 
vaudeville offers. Amount of paper 
given out for the show killed 
chances of business with gross esti- 
mated under $6,600 for the week. 


PRECEDENT’S’ $8,000 
GOOD START IN L. A. 


Los Angeles, Sept. 28. 

‘Precedent,’ I. M. Golden’s play 
written around the Mooney-Billings 
case, opened to a surprise class 
audience last Monday and got $8,000 
on the week at the Music 30x. 
Piece should be meat for this town, 
with the city divided for the past 
decade on the famous Preparedness 
Parade bombing. Audience for the 
opening was the town’s class. Fol- 
low-up attendance was split be- 
tween the class and the east side, 
with the latter filling the balcony 
nightly. 

‘Just Married’ had a fair opening 
week at the El Capitan. With 
Henry Duffy and his wife, Dale 
Winter, in the cast, initial week 
clocked a little over $6,000. At the 
town’s ace house, the Belasco, ‘On 
the Spot,’ in its fifth week fell to 
$6,300. Worst week this house has 
had this year. Jane Cowl in ‘Ca- 
mille’ opened Monday to a sell-out 
with indications for a big week, ac- 
cording to the advance. 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Just Married’ — El Capitan (ist 
week) (C-1,571-$1.50). Fair at 
$6,100 with the Duffy-Winter combo 
on stage to bring back the strays. 

‘On the Spot’—Belasco (5th, final 
week) (CD-1,103-$2.50). Overstayed 
one week and dropped to $6,300. 
— Cowl in ‘Camille’ opened Mon- 

ay. 

‘Precedent’ —- Music Box (list 
week) (D-965-$2). Good start for 
this propaganda play at $7,900. 
Trick exploitation on the Mooney- 
Billings case should build it. 








$3 Top for Musicals in Chicago 
Set for 31-32 by ‘You Said It 





Chicago, Sept. 28. 

‘You Said It’ at $3, the Grand’s 
Sunday (26) entry, is regarded as 
the scale pace setter for the new 
season’s musicals, Same admish, 
from indications, will also apply to 
the major part of the Broadway hits 
during their Loop visit. Shuberts 
have hit upon the price leveling off 
as a contender to the tight money 
situation, and the opposition is ex- 
pected to follow suit locally, 

Latter part of the past week had 
the citizenry digging out their fall 
bennies, after four days of mid- 
August heat. Mercury shift lifted 
‘Salt Water’ and ‘A Modern Virgin’ 
out of the doldrums, but brought no 
succor to ‘In the Best of Families,’ 
one of the two newcomers of the 
week, Latter failed to overcome the 
severe lambasting administered by 
the dailies, being forced to dig into 
its two-week Equity bond to pay off 
salaries. 

More favorable reception accorded 
‘Unexpected Husband’ the other un- 
veiling of the week, by the review- 
ing clique and that comedy came 
through its initial stanza with a 
substantial seven grand take. ‘Green 
Pactures’ felt the warm spell, but 


week's tally at the Saturday night 
countup. ? 

‘Silent Witness’ moves into the 
Selwyn tonight (28) for a three- 
weeks stay with the Shuberts of- 
fering seats to Dramatic League 
subscribers at clipped rates, al- 
though this one isn’t on the D.L. 
list. Sudden shift in booking brings 
Walker Whiteside’s latest, ‘Surf,’ to 
the Blackstone this Thursday (1). 

Sunday night (4) brings ‘Crazy 
Quilt’ into the Apollo and ‘Private 











Lives’ into the Erlanger. Carded for 


managed to maintain the previous} 


the next evening are ‘The Venetian,’ 
the Dramatic League's first one of 
the season, at the Harris, and ‘The 
Third Little Show,’ Great Northern. 
Midwest version of ‘Girl Crazy,’ 
previously tabbed for an Oct. 4 un- 
folding, won’t come into the Garrick 
until four days later. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘A Modern Virgin,’ Garrick (C- 
1,997; $2.50) (6th week). Has an- 
other week to go. Failed to pick up 
on the past week, nibbling through 
to around $8,000. 

‘Green Pastures,’ Illinois (D-1,365; 
$3) (3d week). Recovered firmly 
after midweek, stacking them in to 
a standup and netting another $27,- 
000 take on the stanza’s nine per- 
formances. Advance sales holding 
firmly. 

‘In the Best of Families,’ Apollo 
(C-1,443; $2.50) (Ist week). Critical 
disfavor unanimous. Drew a freeze 
out $3,500. Leaves at the end of the 
current week, with complete foldup 
here inevitable. 

‘Sait Water,’ Playhouse (C-603; 
$3) (4th week). Picked up the lat- 
ter three days to around $4,500. Fu- 
ture sale light. j 

‘Silent Witness,’ Selwyn (D-1,086; 
$3) (opened Monday). Lionel Atwill 
heading cast. Limited to three 


to follow. 
‘Unexpected 

(C-980; $3) 

pacity 


Husband,’ Adelphi 
(Ist week). Near ca- 
Thursday and Friday nights 
|and two solid Saturday sales helped | 
| sarner this one better than $7,000. 
| 

' 





Most of it from cutrate sources. | 
Advance sales promising. 


| ord. 
| boast 
i show 


i could only get 


weeks, with ‘Once in a Lifetime’ due | 


Philadelphia, Sept. 28. 

If the long expected break-up of 
the heat wave had not come along 
when it did, about the middle of last 
week, Philiy’s legit grosses would 
quite likely have set a new low rece 
As it is, there was nothing to 
about, but a couple of shows 
potential strength. 

‘The Cat and the Fiddle,” Max 
Gordon's latest, at the Garrick, led 
the field, and with only seven per- 
formances, too, but the new one 
about $15,000. With 
Friday and Saturday performances 
helping retrieve some of the losses, 
especially the Saturday matinee 
when a heavy rain drove shoppers 
in from the streets. The notices 
with one exception were on the rave 
order, and indications are for a very 
much bigger business this week, 
The show may develop into somee- 
thing of a smash before it leaves, 
‘Everybody's Welcome,’ another new 
musical, led the town in business 
until the Gordon’s show end-of-the 
week spurt. At $3 top, this Shubert 
musical got about $13,500 in eight 
performances at the Forrest. It 
needs fixing. 

Ed Wynn's new one, “The Laugh 
Parade,’ felt the heat terrifically in 
its second week at the Shubert, and 
the competition didn’t help. Balcony 
trade helped hold it to $12,000. 

‘Peter Flies High,’ new Glenn 
Hunter play, was panned by all the 
critics, and the advantage of a fairly 
good advance was soon lost. Not 
more than $6,500 for this one in its 
first week at the Broad. 

As for ‘Twisting the Law’ down 
at the Walnut, its second and last 


week’s gross was brutal. Not over 
$1,000. 
Saturday Nights 
Joe Cook’s ‘Fine and Dandy’ 


opened Saturday night to a slightly 
disappointing house at the Ere 
langer, but weather was against it. 
Saturday nights are none too good 
this early in the fall here in Philly. 

This week has only one newcomer 
—‘Lean Harvest,’ with Leslie Banks 
at the Walnut. Opening postponed 
from Monday to Tuesday (29). Ad- 


any show offered here so far this 
season. 

Next Monday brings four, with a 
fifth Tuesday (6). The quartet are 
‘House Beautiful,’ opening Profes- 
sional Players’ third subscription 
season at the Chestnut; ‘As Hus- 
bands Go,’ starting Theatre Guild’s 
new subscription season at the Gar- 
rick; ‘Private Lives’ at the Broad, 
and ‘Meet My Sister’ at the Chest- 
nut; on Tuesday ‘Princess Charme 
ing’ comes to the Shubert. 

Nary a show during the week of 
Oct. 12, but another heavy conges- 
tion the following week. ‘“Tomore- 
row and Tomorrow’ at the Garrick, 
Stratford-on-Avon Players at the 
Broad, doing eight plays the first 
week; ‘Vanities’ at the Erlanger, 
and the Norman-Bel-Geddes ‘Hame- 
jet’ at the Walnut, opening Tuesday 
night. 

Oct. 26 Jolson’s ‘Wonder Bar 
comes to the Shubert, and now the 
Shuberts have changed their minds 
again. They are bringing their G. 
and S. outfit to the Forrest, beating 
the Aborn company by a_ week. 
First is ‘The Mikado.’ Aborn come 
pany hopes to play at least eight 
weeks at the Erlanger. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Peter Flies High’ (Broad) (2a 
week). Unmerciful panning with 
some exceptions regarding star, 
Glenn Hunter, soon counteracted 
good advance. No more than $6,500, 
‘Private Lives’ Monday. 

‘Fine and Dandy’ (Erlanger) (ist 
week). Opened Saturday night 
with slightly disappointing house, 
good prospects, however. Three 
weeks, then ‘Vanities.’ 

*‘Everybody’s Welcome’ (Forrest) 
(24 week). Generally good notices, 
though some objected to dirt. Not 
so forte at $13,500. ‘Meet My Sis- 
ter’ Monday. 

‘Cat and the Fiddle’ (Garick) (24 
week). Led town, but not to high 
gross; $15,000 in seven perform- 
ances at $3.85 top. ‘As Husbands 
Go’ Monday. ' 

‘Laugh Parade’ (Shubert) (34 
week). Likely to take it on the 
chin this week. Scorching weather 
and musical competition dropped 
gross to $12,000 last week. ‘Prine 
cess Charming’ next Tuesday (6). 

‘Lean Harvest’ (Walnut) (ist 
week). Opening postponed to Tues- 
day (29), auvance good. “Twisting 
the Law’ brutal at around $1,000 
last week. 





Peter Arno’s musical ‘Here Goes 
the Bride’ is set for Chanin’s 46th 
Street, New York, Oct. 19. It opens 





|in Detroit Oct. 1 for two weeks and 


does a week more in Buffalo. 
Cast for the plece are Clark and 
McCullough, starring; Nora Bryant, 





‘You Said It,’ Grand (M-1,260; 
| $3) (opened Saturday). With Lou 
| Hoitz and Lyda Roberti. Strong | 


;} demand at opening and expected to 
‘find favor locally. 


George Murphy, Audrey Dale, Eric 


| Blore, John Gallaudet, Dudley Ceime 
jents, 


Victoria Cummings. 
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vance as good as, if not better, than ~ 


Arno’s Musical at 46th St. 


PR AACR DPMS 


iy 


rar | tere morn ore 


| 


Rear PT OE a NS AT 


yr 








56 VARIETY 








PBEGETEMATE 


Tuesday, September 29, 193) 





Future Plays 





COLORED AMATEURS 


Got Expenses Only in Shubert- 
Booked ‘Pearly Gates’ 











Shows in Rehearsal 


Bill Brady’s 3 


William A. Brady will have three 





lle 
Gregor Wins First Tiit 


In Play Sale Dispute 


Los Angeles, Sept. 28, 


‘East Wind’ (Schwab & , ’ 
. ; : shows opening on three successive/ Arthur Gregor’s request for c 

‘Little Kingdom’ rewrite of al. Negro troupers in Pearly Gates, Mandel) Manhattan. snenine his new production | a int , i ours 

. s Green Pastures’ opposition show N.° ¥Y. Rep. Co. (Langner) Mondays on Pppointment of an arbitrator to 

Greenwich Village play to start soon recently booked into the Loop by|] 48th St. schedule. His first was ‘Golden Cin- | meet with Paul Bern, Dramatists 

for Roy Walling. Sam Parks re-j} Shuberts, worked salaryless. Their ‘Caught Wet’ (Golden) derella’ with Grace George in New | Guild rep., and settle Gregor’s dis- 

wrote Harry Ford’s original ver- only income was for expenses. <Ac- Golden. ? Haven Monday (28). pute with Franklin Productions on 

‘ , cording to an Equity bulletin, ques- Mourning Become Elektra ‘Vinegar Tree,’ Dwight Wiman’s|the film rights of ‘Decency’ wag 

sion snewn geveral seasons ago. tion of carfare at one time caused|]| (Guild) Guild. piece, is leaving Boston a week|sranted. An attorney was to be 
The Devil of Pei-Ling,’ new play 


by Herbert Asbury and dramatized 
by Howard Chenery, who wrote ‘The 


an argument, 
Equity raps the plan, 


was a pitiful instance of 


stating it 
an unor- 





‘Reunion At Vienna’ (Guild) 
Guild. 


*‘Racketeers’ (Shuberts) Ma- 

















earlier than planned, This allows 
Brady to get his ‘Five Star Final’ in 





named by the court and meet with 
3ern today (Monday). The two will 








































































































































, : PRPs lthe Hub Oct. 5. “Tree’ will play | select a third, and the arbitration 
Ferguson Family,’ accepted by O. ganized group being unable to get Ouse. ern a |some time with Brandts instead. decision will be entered as the 
E. Wee for production. eS ae since the actors were Eldorado (Sam Harris), | Brady's third show, for Oct. 12, is court’s judgment. t 
Devil Laughs First by Earle ROS weiege 4 members. me -_ 2 . > Pasii g | ‘Poor Little Church Mouse’ with Gregor arranged sale to Al Mane y 
Ferris and J. D. Musford is being nage byponed was yanked after a BB 0 - “s pups (fagila ¢ | Bert Lytell and uth Gordon.| non of picture rights to his play, 
prepared for production by Mag- rae , the co redhoed players wore oe "i n) Feible’ (hMiller Miller ‘Mouse’ gets going at the Windsor,|on which Franklin Warner claims : 
anne Productions, ae re ee Rome, oy ‘ oak y At = _ Bronx. 50% interest, although he produced 
Charles Martin will stage. bus. a (A a” = ee ‘. ee ee eee the legit for under 20 performances 
‘Mrs. Moonlight,’ by Benn Levy, : a on — s’ (Lande § Warner is holding up the picture 
starts touring Oct. 12’. Pittsburgh. Stephens Bs Th hef k T i deal, claiming the play should bri 
, — - al, cls ys d brin 
Shuberts are presenting, having PLAYS ABROAD Bg cee hon Coming’ (Mulla Omasners y ourmg $5,000 or nothing. ad 
taken it from Chas. Hopkins. ‘Mrs.’ ee —_ —— j 
siueueda tes omnes "Soutien ‘hee 9 ‘ Another attempt will be made by - f 
producers are giving their musical DEFENSE D AFFICHER 3 Closings meni en ee a" oe Featuring Woollcott t 
1 Rabbi,’ <nglish-Y ish musica F 
*Everybody’s Welcome’ an addi- (‘No Billposting’) ve Papel anand 9 ieee - —_——_ : 
tional week tryout before New York, »A_ three-act comedy by Steve Pasteur. ‘Fast And Furious,’ colored revue, | will be toured in Yiddish districts Guthrie McClintic returned t 5. 
opening in Brooklyn Oct. 5 instead Presented at the Gymnase, Paris, Sept. 10. " “ Qo 5 
I . . woe Ee Ne ee Mme. Simone } never did get into a second week at | principally. New York from the coast Para- é 
ra nt play. “06 : Jacqueline } sganeeesereceees -Yo'and Laffon the New Yorker. It expired from Tentative opening is Oct. 12 at} mount lot Thursday (24), to start : 
Cc gr ee ao n tt RE SUMMED ob0sssscdessnevne .Charles Dechamps | bankroll trouble after a few per- | Brandt’s Windsor, Bronx. work on his first legit production ; 
row went into rehearsa 1is mes : } : ' : i tisk a 
, &.. —_—— . formances. Any chance to open ee for the season. I lay is ‘Brief Moe 
; Week with practically the original Defense gaint ct a ss Monday night (last week) was ments’ by S. N. Berhman. McCline 
4 out ae »_ | inaaeneg a AMeher’ refers to the | stopped by some creditor slapping! Stock’s $5,000 Week | tic wants it ready for the Belasco 
; Show opens in New Haven Oct. 12. ; f peor to displa} a ’ heatre in al : 
ii ‘Wall Bet 4 —— : Wal their feelings. It would be betteras|2n attachment on the boxoffice ptt iadin dain. te theatre in about a month to six 
a . . terete . —— a'-!a book than as a play, and as a| However, the show is now slated ial ‘: rr al wl I Soe t weeks, 
j lis is rehearsing as the one produc- | play means very little, though it is] for the Lafayette Saturday in Har- . Big q ond’ proved ong t 7” Francine Larrimore will star in ; 
A tion for Green and Paglia. _ Joel full of witty repartees. It looks like |jem. Forbes Randolph produced it sainbridge stock at the Shubert ‘Moments,’ with Alexander Wooll- ; 
i Kent, John Hamilton, Eddie O’Con-|a weak prospect. Production is nil, ‘Old Man Murphy’ stopped Sat- last week and grossed around $5,-| ,ott featured. 4 
: nor, Camille D'Albert, Lucille Fen- | with one canvas room set for three | | 4.. phen teutne @ tenbat toe two | ee Vety gent. Silieeleaiaimiep immense } 
fi ton, Lilliam Savon, are cast so far. | 2cts, totaling maybe $100. ee ero eee signet ep Stock burlesque, at the Gayety, 
; F Cast on the female side has more| weeks. Hot weather most of the) os ciong to even breaks or ‘a 
i practice than youth. On the male|time. Show in storage and doubt- bett i t $3,100 last nal. New Shows Waiting Bs, 
i W d Pla side Jean Worms has a following,!/ ful of attempting the road. "Eethes ‘eases a re - “School for Two proposed shows, f t ; 
and Charles Dechamps is good as a ‘TD; pg er independ- othe arrymore ec ‘ onea ws, for two 
7% anger ali ys hard-boiled gent, and might be], ee ay: Borage tye A ag 00 Scandal’ opens the legit road season | more new producers, are reported 
2 ob _— worth a screen test. or Bru ken ain einai en at the Metropolitan Oct. 5-7. in difficulties. Cash, supposedly, is 
a Tuneee t The story, which is that of two | P!aying , veneer. = oe what it takes. 
Hi Walter Wanger is reported on the men and two women living together | booked for that period only and it ‘Grandma Likes It Too,’ G. B 
= ‘ ~ , s s ‘ » . > an ae . : ra j if ay - _ P » isn, . : 
i * search for stage plays and actors} in a Corsican house, with each one | was proposed to move it if favor Leadless Stock Kingston’s initial effort, has been 
24 for them trying to get the other's partner, is| ably received. cast several weeks and is waiting 
ft : as feeble as they make them. ’ tl: $6 ae ew wee rome & Swi ° 
i! How far Wanger is going or with |“ m,. show, ‘veally "produced by a illy 3 Per oagea proton . Sad Ditto ‘Playing the Game’ for Tal- 
what purpose in the stage produc- | Madame Simone, is an in-between. . k aa ce pope a “* ot bot, Inc. | 
tion with the screen also consid-/| Until Bernstein takes up again the Maine Stoc Ss or or ren — © OCl. 4, 4 -se/ ar . 
ered, not in rumors. management of the Gymnase, pro- Portland, Me., Sept. 28 will be no leads, troupe to be heade 
ft ducing one of his own plays, the ~ossibility pst i io é on trees by guesters. First will be Jetta TOLEDO’S GRANADA PLAYERS 
H : theatre has been leased to Fabre Possibility of ee ay a aoe | OEE ‘ 98 
e Luce at 4,000 francs a day. Latter | Stocks this year. Albert W. Smith, The Dufwin company includes Toledo, Sept. 28. 
Mussolini S$ P ay opened with ‘Richard,’ which died stage director of the Jefferson com- Ralph Remley, Doris Brownlae, Tom ; Rehearsals are on for the opene ‘ 
promptly, featuring Cocea and Paul| pany last season, has been Jooking | Chatterton, Arthur Jacobson, Selma | ing Oct. 2 of Toledo's first stock in 
ayes Bernard. ‘Defense d’Afficher’ is just | over the Elm theatre, dark for sev- Jackson, Mary Dunn. Fanchon Ever- | three years. Granada players in- 
» .| filling the theatre until Oct. 15, - as ; ; Is eh pee gee . Andes age ; >. a pe , 
Shuberts are said to have ac aan, Wales Taan oaaeio adnan eral years. Smith is also saic hart, Symona Bonface. Eddie Wal-|clude Paula MacLean, Donald : 
‘abr y resents agé ; ; . ‘chi ; a ‘ r es Voc ale 
quired ‘Man of Destiny,’ by Benito | Cocea and Paul meriard in another] 2@ve an idea of establishing a sort) jor is director. Woods, Opal Louise Flood, Baker 
Mussolini. show, probably ‘Peau Neuve,’ mean- | &f Lakewood er — <——e ae Stock will not interfere with the| Moore, Sam Flint, Ella Etheridge, 
Italy's premier’s play deals with ing ‘New Skin,’ an adaptation of a The Jefferson theatre, ros’ | Dufwin’s road show bookings, this| Neil Pratt, Thelma Paige, John 
Napoleon foreign piece. Mazi. since spring, reopens Oct. Ag ha troupe vacating while visitors are| Keating. Director is Edwin Vail. 
‘ —__—_ doe por el a. a wi in town. 
Troupe wi e directed by James a — 
] 
PAPAVE Doyle. 
dies RT 3 ieee | 
O eil in Stock : Thatcher is organizing companies 
Hollywood, Sept. 28. A play in three acts phe ip Rage oo in four New England cities. Burton, Co-Producer : 
Next guest star with the Broad- Charles 3. Gordon and Loic Le Gouriadec ‘ George Burton, for seven years 
‘ Stage y Lugne-Poe. Produced by Charles 7) itv , i 
way Players, Dufwin, Portland, | K. Gordon and Joe Zelli. ‘Adapted ‘from : Y with Equity and recently casting ‘ 
will be Nance O'Neil, opening Oct che ee erage play by Froeschel. Theatre Site 83 rs. for Arch Selwyn, is joining with a , 
, .* | Apollo, Paris, Sept. 15. ry i > 
11 in ‘House of Women.’ Natalie| Papavert ...... hades cbtbes Constant Remy Rochester, N. Y., Sept. 28. soauaaien ofa 2 , thie . wnt | Actually 1 
Moorhead slated to follow with no| Max Leclerc... ...J. Varennes Sixty-two year old Family the- Pp of a play S tall. Loncer 
DEL <4. 5 .baghebdanesacomibeest Rognoni DIXly y . _— They intend bowing with a piece 
43 date set for her. M. Ferrari.. -.+++. Bertic|atre celebrating with business as|p). yy, t Hatfield rif E . 
tt Miami Alvarez, new leading lady —— duicaes a. usual and Manager John Fenyvessy ~ Ricci 6 = t re ir 1 7 VELASHES < 
7 : ‘ vee eos. Stern a relis i 
i at the Savoy, San Diego, stock, | raurin ..2 2: ...Vautier | writing history of house. called ccueniier thes ‘Vines? atively | Instantly: é 
# Shee att chteteenia tee Bend Deen [SeRGS oolacccesccceiee ck vila} Ctatmally - enlled Grand Opera ’ 
. id a ae oe rs aan takin F eee Vee ae House and later Cook’s Opera 2 
he tis of Katherine Kelly agency. From the German political play | House, it was city’s leading theatre. WRB’s Stock 1 
: . there remains in French a play with Memories of former stars still 1 
: a political background, which shows le its rer Feny- M i ; 9 
: ‘ ’ L people its stage. Manager Feny Montclair, N. J., Sept. 28. I 
i Boy Blew’ Cast uate Gatien “Eeeetar —— vessy is seeking old programs and New stock project here will be 
; Billy Rose has everything practi- | he finds that his. daughter, in ac- oer data. Site has had theatre managed by A. H. Hallee. He's Easy with Ey-Teb Lashes! Real « 
cally set for his first musical ‘Little | cordance with advanced principles, | fF 83 years. associated with Warner Bros., with eyelashes as long as you want t 
Boy Blew.’ Cast will include Lee | has become tne mistress of one of the stock considered a WB proposi- them, Blend and intermingle i I 
Tracy, Harry Rosenthal, Vivienne | the party leaders. a ie J tion. with your own so naturally no : . 
Segal, Patsy Kelly and Sarah Ed-|, The play has changed its mean- ‘Enemy’ in Detroit Hallee is engineering all the ar- one can detect them. Come se@ f 
wards ing in being adapted, but three rangements. the beautiful Ey-Teb salons... t 
Mu i is bei itten b a things unite in favor of a fair run. Broadway opening of ‘Enemy let us tell you the story...let us I 
usic is being written by Rodgers | There is a genuine effort at produc-| Within,’ political play produced bi how easily Ey-Tebs 
p > A » Pp play p b show you y f 
and Hart. Pook credits go to Phil|tion, there are bits with plenty of| R Walli is i b ae ‘ iied e for yourself 
Dunning and Jack McGowan. acti d tl ip Gentieds Mele) — aun “ae ae eee oe Worcester Theatre Option alin 2 con agg tion 
; acting. NOES SONI SSS SS yore Saturday (26) after two Worcester, Mass., Sept. 28 a ae i a in vee I 
H pn _ ; , weeks of subwaying. Hoped to re- , ass.,, OHept. <5. which can be made 
' — aaa Production is good, and over $40,- ; i clang pee to re A group of Boston theatrical men, entire appearance. Endorsed bY 7 
000 was spent before the curtain] C@St and try it again. : creen. ‘ 
was raised, most unusual for a play Lois Howell and Samuel Golding whose fdentity has not been dis- all stars of — eae ap te 
. PY 7 “ye ° a ‘ “1 cl ° c € i > { d 4- - Fy 
The Solution to Your in Paris. ., | are the authors. aa Wiceee ce “er oat ac or a ss ; 
Sncupanse Probien Acting is good throughout, with reneeiie was hk ae ae ane 0 “ia [ 
no weak points, and special mention y was boug at auction by 
‘ to Jacques Varennes, who does the * a bank that held the mortgage on it. E Y= r RB FE a 
i = arenes party leader; Rognoni, who does the Jeanne Aubert with Wynn The Boston group wants to lease 0 4 E c 
consistent with safety and se- old workman, and Bertic, who does Jeanne Aubert has been picked to the theatre for a year, with the a 
curity— og “ e - a, oe — fatten out Ed Wynn's show, ‘The privilege of then purchasing it if the ; natant — rors j d 
1—Seek the aid of peri whole cost mnt Caries K. Gordon, Laugh Parade,’ considered short on | 5€4son’s business proves satisfac- 425 ON FIFTH AVE., N.Y. 
— 1 an ex ri- -OSt, Says “ s « Xs ’ ° a , RK: 
enced and reputable insurance || Temains within reasonable figures,| femme front in Philadelphia last were. At Department Stores and Beauty Shops Q t! 
man— Alice Field drawing, according to ae . . — f k 
P him, $6.60 a night. The whole cast Miss Aubert will join the show in a - — a E 
—— “ t ££ 
a. — ne the Pe is dwarfed by Constant Remy, who} Newark. ' H t 
epartment™ of your business— f/ cives as Papavert a performance of a . | 
3—Follow his advice— such naturalness and _ plausibility & ° > 
4 . . that it is hard for any ¢ . s . HA 
Wo vga en ne Te mest iin, "He ene ae be Bernstein's CHAIR FRACTURE An ; the R cal Offi i 
- = » menses ome. e star, and he is now doing both stage Lewis J. Morton, stage director . nouncing te hemova of ffices : o 
rOU Ld I UG- || and films. for Shubert productions, fell off a | E b 
sESTION ‘OU LL NEVE . PF . Tots M DG 5 . 
WAVE, ANY - REGRETS WHEN z, oe yee gen se by _ chair last week and fractured a hip. | To the AYFAIR THEATRE BL . E a 
YOUR POLICIES BECOME CLAIMS. elll, veteran night-club operator, | Now in the Madison Park hospital $ 
and Charles K. Gordon, supposedly 3rooklyn, for a few weeks see sie 701 SEVENTH AVENUE 4 
by halves, though it is considered "ie . “< t owt a ? 
: likely that some unknown angel was sapped just returned from St. ON OCTOBER 1, 1931 - 
‘ s instrumental in putting the show to- | Louis, was supposed to take charge » 
gether. Theatre rent is 5,000 francs | of the new Ed Wynn show. BRyant 9-1626 re 
. a night, and with a probable fair — 
run it should get the Apollo out of | Sua — — = ; ———___- = ae, ; 
its hoodoo and make money. , a 
| Mrs Mavi. ‘ 
| tn fE as Barnes’ Harrisburg Stock 
surance of Every Description Wilmer & Vincent has turned over ' 
551 Fifth Ave N. Y¥.C its Harrisburg, Pa., house to Jay b c 
. . : 
. Barnes. Opens Oct. 26 with stock. 1530 FORMOSA AVENUE HOLLYWOOD CALIF RB) 
Phones: Murray Hil! 2-7838—7839 Barnes may also take a W. & V. ° ; J P Zz 
shop in Reading, Pa Representatives: CARGILL, KALCHEIM & DOBSON - 
. “ > . ——_ 
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Amusement Advertising 

Tabulation of amusement adver- 
tising in the New York dailies for 
the first six months of 1931, com- 
piled from the Advertising Record 
Co., by the ‘Evening Journal,’ shows 
some shifts in the relative show 
lineage. ‘Evening Journal’ gaining 
72,794 lines, takes the lead with 
379,168 lines, which puts it 134,883 
ines above the ‘World-Telegram,’ 
which is in second place in the 
evening division, but sixth in the 
entire list. Only one of the morn- 
ing papers, ‘Mirror,’ falls below the 
evening paper lineage with the 
‘Journal’ excepted. 

In the morning week-day section 
the ‘Times’ leads with 270,824 lines, 
showing a loss of 4,663 _ lines. 
‘american’ holds second place with 
261,824 lines, gain of 4,764 lines, with 
the ‘News’ bettering its previous 
record with 21,248 lines, for a total 
of 152,073. ‘Herald-Tribune’ takes a 
gain, to reach 247,794 lines, while the 
‘Mirror’ with its lineage gain of 40,- 
651 is still in eighth place with 
130,600. There is a difference of 
only abont 40,000 lines between the 
first five papers. 

‘Post’ is low with 110,062 lines, 
loss of over 17,000 lines for the 
Curtis’ paper. ‘Sun’ made a slight 
gain to get third place with 231,- 
$91, while the ‘Graphic’ came up 
6.695 lines to take fourth place in 
its division, but ninth in the total. 

All of the Sunday papers show 
a heavy drop, ranging from 18,316 
on the ‘Herald-Trib’ to 28,656 for 
the ‘American,’ though the latter 
still holds top place on Sunday 
with 111,481, about 11,000 better 
than the ‘Times’ with the ‘Hera: . 
Trib’ only 40 lines below the 100,000 
mark, and the ‘News’ 25,000 short of 
that. Combined, the Sunday papers 
took a loss of 94,679 lines in the 
six months, During that period the 


morning and evening ‘Worlds’ 
passed out, with the ‘Evening 
World’ linking up with ‘The 
Telegram.’ 


Only one of the morning week- 
day papers took a loss, while two 
evening sheets slipped with all four 
of the Sunday issues in the minus 
column, 

The five evening papers show a 
total of 1,161,818 lines, a loss of 
19,654 lines. The weekday morn- 
ings drew 1,263,220 lines, net gain 
of 27,057. Four Sunday editions 
carried a total of 386,840 lines, or 
$4,679 less than for the previous 
period. 





‘American’ Spurts 

That the death of the ‘World’ put 
life into the ‘American’ is evidenced 
by that daily’s advertising gains. 
Information that the ‘American’s’ 
lineage is now ahead of the ‘Jour- 
nal’ will occasion surprise to those 
who were aware that the Hearst 
evening paper had been carrying 
the morning sheet for years. 

Numerous attempts to set the 
fAmerican’ on its feet prior to the 
egress of the ‘World’ were costly 
and unproductive of results. One 
was to bring down an advertising 
man from Buffalo at $50,000 a year, 
under a three-year agreement, Con- 
tract was settled after a year’s 
fruitless effort. 

John Randolph Hearst, placed in 
charge of the ‘American,’ saw his 
golden chance when the ‘World’ de- 
parted. Immediately inaugurated a 
‘page opposite editorial’ and other 
features similar to his former com- 
petitor and acquired its city editor. 
‘American’s’ business took a jump 
from the start. 

As the boys see the ‘World’ deal, 
Roy Howard got the ‘World’ name 
and William Randolph Hearst the 
‘World’ business. 


On Percentage 

Those cut-rate books handled by 
& national cigar and drug store 
chain are sold on percentage, with 
a big New York book-remainder 
dealer as the distributor. 

Might interest this chain to know 
that its distributor, at its well- 
known New York retail book shop, 
fells the same volumes at less even 
than the cut prices asked for in its 
chain stores, and many wise booxk- 
buyers are aware of it. 

Remainders now cutting in even 
on the reprints. Instance is the 
book called ‘The Omnibus of Crime,’ 
and a former best seller. Original 
editions, regularly priced at $3, now 


“round town at cne buck. It’s the 
reprint price, and the book-buyer 
prefers the original edition at the 





reprint price, anytime. 

Regulation booksellers would like 
to handle the remainders but don't 
dare for fear of losing the regular 
trade, 

The Local Angle 

Brooklyn ‘Eagle,’ galled by the 


continued circulation increase of the 
Brooklyn ‘Times,’ has taken cogni- 
zance of the strictly local news 





| 
| 
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| 
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Best Sellers 


(Reported for week ending Sept. 
26 by American News Co.) 





Fiction 
Commandments, by 
Warwick Deeping.......$2.50 
Shadows on the Rock, by 
Willa Cather 2.50 
Young and Healthy, by 
Donald Henderson Clarke 2.00 
Brothers in the West. bv 
Robert Reynolds 2.50 
Finch’s Fortune, by Mazo 
De 
White Bird Flying, by Bess 
Streeter Aldrich...,. 2.00 


10 





Non-Fiction 
Washington Merry - Go- 
found, Anonymous.....$3.00 
Culbertson’s Summary, by 


Ely Culbertson.......... 1.00 
Official System of Con- 

tract Bridge, by Milton 

C. Werk’, Gt Al. cccccccse 1.50 


Man’s Own Show; Civili- 
zation, by George Dorsey 5.00 

Mirrors of 1932, Anony- 
PN Vise neds aguas cs owees 2.5 

Mexico, by Stuart Chase. 3.00 











angle at last. ‘Eagle’ is taking over 
one of the local weeklies, together 
with its staff, and will issue the 
strictly local news sheet as a sup- 
plement. 

Since its establishment, 
3rooklyn was a city 
New York, ‘Eagle’ has maintained 
a metropolitan aspect. “schewed 
the strictly local news as much as 
the New York metropolitan papers 
did, which gave the other Brooklyn 


when 
apart from 


dailies their opportunity to cater to | 


the local names, 

Stand-off attitude of the ‘Eagle’ 
as regards strictly local news sur- 
prising in view of its business pos- 
sibilities. It ig that which has made 
the Brooklyn weekly ‘The Chat,’ the 
most successful paper of its kind in 
the country and a_ tremendous 
money-maker. ‘The Chat’ is not 
the weekly going to the ‘Eagle.’ 





Publishing Mystery 

Fourth ave. is trying to figure 
the sale of the Cosmopolitan Book 
Corp., the Hearst book-publishing 
subsidiary, to Farrar & Rinehart, 
but can’t make it out, 

The Cosmopolitan Book Corp. 
was utilized to publish in book form 
the full-length works of the name 
scribblers appearing in ‘Cosmopoli- 
tan’ mag. Last year Saul Flaum 
put in charge and he, together with 
George H. Doran, began a strenuous 
campaign to build up the firm’s list, 
adding such name scribblers as 
Louis Bromfield, Erich Maria Re- 
marque, Ruth Suckow and others, 
gleaned from other publishers at a 
heavy price. 

Now the sale, therefore, of Cos- 
mopolitan Book, together with its 
names, comes as a great surprise. 

If Hearst was to rid himself of 
Cosmopolitan Book at all it was 
seen as going to Ray Long, who 
leaves the ‘Cosmopolitan’ mag edi- 
torship this week to take charge of 
Richard R. Smith, in which he holds 
an interest. Long, however, will in 
all likelihood get Boris Pilynak, 
Fannie Hurst, Anita Loos and a few 
other Cosmopolitan Book scribblers 
whom he developed, 





Exchange Rate Worry 


Mob of foreign correspondents 
in Hollywood are having a tough 
time in many cases getting along 
on their salaries after their checks 
are translated into American dol- 
lars. Majority of them get paid off 
in money from the country they 
represent. 

With the pound sterling that way 
in England and Mexican and South 
American money also getting a low- 
ered rate of exchange in American 
banks, foreign scribblers have had 
their incomes considerably lopped. 

One writer from London has had 
his income reduced around $200 per 
month, losing around 30 cents 
every American dollar. Mexican 
correspondents took their blow last 
July when the dropped from 
itround 50 cents in value to as low 
20 cents in American banks. 
Only silver lining is for Amer- 
ican newspaper men who are sta- 
tioned in England, Mexico, etc. They 
think tough times are swell. 
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Ripley’s Ernings 
Newspaper people 


ay Kovert L 
Ripley, ] 


cartoonist, hz 
neglected when talk of ea 
up. They say 
tually earns more money 
columnist. His get for the 
year is put at $700,000. Perhaps 
the biggest earning item is the syn- 


sports is Der 
nings 
that Rip ac- 


than any 


comes 


j dication of his drawings ‘Believe It) Dunn, editor, and Joe Defew, 


past | 





@LiveERATE 


\Or Not.” His book, compiling sim- 
|liar matter, sells steadily. Rip has 
|received big money for: stories and 
la series of talking shorts brought in 
added revenue. 

Ripley started ‘Believe It Or Not’ 
when on the former ‘Evening Globe’ 
and his editor squawked plenty de- 
manding pictures or current sports 
events. However, he 
shoot in a ‘Believe It’ every now and 
then. It was not until a merger 
| shuffled him out of the staff 








continued to] 


| 
| 


that | 


i | Golovlyov 


a | grafovich 


|Rip started coming. The demand | 
ifor his stuff brought him big of 
|fers and although he has _ bee! 
|imitated plenty, he is the big 

| Composite Novels 

Freak book idea, originated in 
| England and likely to prove popu- 
|lar over here, is to assign a story 
i subject to about a dozen writers, | 
| with the stories of each, all base: 
on the one idea, incorporated in 
book. 


book over, without title as yet, in 


which 17 of the best known English | 


| 
| 
| 
Oxford Press is bringing one suecn 
| 
} 
' 


i}scribblers each work out a single 
;plot. Scribblers range from G. K. 
|Chesterton to Rebecca West, and 
so many names in a single volume 
jcant’ help but sell the book. 

} — 

Edge Off tne Axe 
Probably among the best liked 
|city editors in the profession is one 
who works for a New York sheet 


overs of personnel caused by effi- 
ciency experts. In order to over- 
come the latter’s staff depredations 
the c. e. has evolved a custom of 
employing extra reporters for two 
months before any impending shake- 
jup. That way he not only provides 
employment for many hands but 
works the double point of protect- 
ing the older employes. 

That’s because the peculiar effi- 
ciency custom at the place is to let 
out the newer employes first. Re- 
cently same sheet let out around 20 
men, but these had all been put on 
by the c. e, 





Saving Trouble 

Quick eye of a theatrical man may 
have saved the Newark ‘Ledger’ 4 
suit. Eddie Sniderman, while talking 
to a ‘Ledger’ man in the early morn- 
ing, glanced at the sheet and saw a 
picture of Joan Paget who had played 
Proctor’s and done publicity stunts 
for the house. She was called in 
the paper June Paget, involved in an 
unpleasant case in New York. 
Newspaper man phoned his office 
but no one was there who had au- 
thority. Finally, remembering the 


Warner dinner celebrating the 
Mosque opening and the ‘Ledger’ 
editor was reached there. Some 


12,000 copies were recalled and the 
picture killed. 





A Muffed Story 

A story that may have been 
muffed through local conditions ap- 
plying is that of the many speaks 
in the many gorgeous homes of the 
wealthy in the 5th avenue section 
of New York. No limit to the best 
known family names of America that 
would go into that list. Territory 
takes 65th street to 45th street, from 
Park to 6th avenue. 

Some of the owners have passed 
away but others can now see the 
bars in what were their parlors or 
libraries. 

Local conditions preventing the 
story possibility may have been 
writers when in the joints were too 
overcome to grasp the possibility. 

Story would easily be worth $2,500 
to “Satevepost,’ whether it pays 
that much or accepts it. 





‘Guardian’s’ Film Splurge 

‘Manchester Guardian,’ one of the 
most respected papers in England, 
has just brought out a film supple- 
ment, heavily loaded with Wardour 
Street ads, tracing the course of 
the talker industry and written up 
by experts in each section of the 
production business. 

Supplement is essentially English, 
dealing almost exclusively with El- 
| stree, and stands as the best piece 
of work done in this line by a na- 
tional paper here, 





Delacorte Expands 

The George Delacorte, Jr., mags, 
patterned after the Woolworth 
mags, and sold only in the Kress 
and Kresge stores, will be available 
those mediums after Jan. 1. 
formulated by Delacorte, who 
the name of Dell, 


bey ond 
Plan 


1 . ’ : 
pubilsnes inael 


is to put his chain store mags on 
he newsstands in those citles which 
do not possess any Kress or Kresge 





that is known for its frequent turn- | 


| 
| 





Hearst’s Burnup 


Los Angeles, Sept. 28. 

W. R. Hearst’s peeve at the 
burlesque of his favorite slogan 
‘A Paper for People Who 
Think,’ used in a special pri- 
vate edition of the Los Angeles 
‘Examiner’ for Marion Davies’ 
homecoming reception last 
week, turned into a scorching 


burnup when the slug slipped 
nto e regular editions or tne 
Eexan 1 

For tl d ; the line ran 
on p o the drama page 
as ‘A Paper for People Who 
Drink’ before it was caught 











Real Names of Authors 
M. E. Shchedrin, aut 
Family,’ is Mikhall En- 
Saltykov. John Martin, 
‘The Wolf's Head and the Queen, 
is Morgan Shepard. Frederick Corvo, 
‘A History of the Borgias,’ is Fred- 
erick William Rolfe. Ruby Ayres, 
‘Man Made the Town,’ is Mrs. Regi- 


lnald William Pocock. 

i ‘ticity 

] 

Back to Type 

| BP. E. Moisant, former Interna 
| tional News photog, who was on th 
iS. S. Columbia when it went 
laground off Lower California, re- 
| verted to type and corralled all of 


the still pictures made of the wreck 

I.N.S. 

fe was on his way to Los Angele: 
his health after three years on 

j aie San Salvador plantation. 
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f 
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Book Club Menace 
| Down in New Orleans couples ars 
| banding together in what are known 
at ‘25 Book Clubs,’ each of the 25 
couples buying a book and lending 
it to 24 couples before reading and 
keeping it themselves. 
For $2.50 each couple 
current best sellers. If 
national in scope, what will 
book publishing business do? 


reads 25 
it becomes 
the 


Family Plugging 

New eight-sheet paper called ‘The 
Mid-Towner’, which takes in the 
territory from 72nd to 116th and 
Columbia University. Running 
sketches headed “Your Famous 
Neighbors,” written by Gerry Pas- 
cal, femme. 

The sketches so far have been 
family affairs, plugging Adolph Bar- 
reaux and her husband, head of 
New York Amusements, and so on, 
not touching on Roxy, Gershwin or 
Larry Hart, and other big names 
living in the community. 





Buyers’ Guides Merge 


Merger between two buyers’ 
guides, Stampers and Buyers In 
Town is reported set for Oct. 1. 
3IT will be the remaining one. 

In the new publication, it’s said, 
there'll be advs, which only Stamp- 
ers previously had in an insert with 
the main sheet. Stampers sold for 
$30 annually. Buyers In Town cost 
twice as much. 





Chatter 


They couldn't get Sinclair Lewis 
for the lecture platform, so they got 
the writing missus, Dorothy Thomp- 
son, instead. 

That local women’s mag spon- 
sored by George R. Parker is out 


already. Called ‘The Metropolitan 
Home Journal’ and to be issued 
monthly. 

James Joyce, ‘Ulysses’ author, 


rushing his new book so he can 
undergo a new operation on his 
eyes. If that fails there may be no 
hope of saving his sight. 
Complaints that the 50-cent Boni 
books in paper covers don’t last, 
will bring a $1 Boni book in cloth. 

Another book on President Hoover 
is being completed by Walter W. 
Liggett, the debunker, who piloted 
‘Plain Talk’ following G. D. Eaton’s 
death. 

Steve getting out still an- 
other new mag, called ‘Personals.’ 
Noel Meadow helping. 

Paul R. Milton, the ‘Dance Maga- 
zine’ editor, has turned novelist with 
a story of show business, called 
‘Vamp Till Ready.’ 

Although Ray Long does not go 
over to the Richard R. Smith outfit 
until Thursday, he is down for a 
book on the firm’s list already. 
Shari Berkowitz sculpting between 
poems. 

Edna Ferber’s ‘American Beauty’ 
will have a first printing of 50,000 
copies, a record for her. 

Rollin Kirby’s ‘World’ cartoon 


Clow 





Mag Becomes Weekly gathered for book form. 

Hollywood trade mag, ‘Motion Ishbel Ross’s story of the Little 
Picture teview,’ goes to weekly;Church Around the Corner, tlie ac- 
from monthly publication. Allan tor’s church, calle# ‘Through the 

b. m | Lich-Gate,’ will sel for $50 a copy 





hor of ‘The | 


‘ 


ee 


Two American publishers are bid< 
ding against a number of English 
book houses for Ramsay MacDon- 
ald’s story. 
Fannie 
mestic. 

A movement on to erect some sort 
of memorial to Donn Byrne in Ire- 
land, similar to the one to Robert 
Hardy in England. Americans 
chiefly interested, of course. 

With the Dreiser suit against Pare 
amount definitely ended, things 
quiet again at the Tohn Reed Club. 
Konrad foregoing gyp- 


New Yorke 


Kilbourne getting do« 


Bercovici 
sies and Rumanians for 
ers, 

news- 
its ate 


lowered its 


rate in 


Bookman’ has 
stand price and 
tempt at a comeback. 

Nothing in the report that ‘Newse- 
liom’ will quit publishing, according 
to ‘Newsdom.’ 


ad 


Paris Chatter 


George Davis, author of ‘The 
Opening of a Door,’ current best 
seller in Paris, has been a resident 
of France for six years. Well 


known in the Montparnasse and St, 


Germain des Pres sections and of 
the Jean Cocteau crowd this sum- 
mer down near Toulon. Only 25, 
he speaks French like a native, 
likes the country and is working 


on salary and royalties from 
er’s on his second novel. 

‘Herald’ cutting down on book 
reviews of books sent in by friends 
of friends of friends of the sheet 
who want notices. 

Discontinuance of magazine sece 
tions in local papers has caused in- 
comes of many of the free lance 
writers to fall off. Plenty of kicks 
from advertisers when the Chicago 
‘Tribune’ called off its Paris Sune 
day puff page for the arts. 

Richard Aldington is leaving 
France to go to America this fall 
to reap profit in lecturing from the 
censorable quality of parts of his 
book, ‘The Colonel’s Daughter.’ It 
has been out over here for six 
months, 

The intellectual colony on the 
Riviera, where one lives for 5 
francs (20c) a day during the sum- 
mer and all taking hands at the 
cooking, has proved a big success. 

Eliot Paul still in Spain finishing 
his new novel. 

No one knows just where Ernest 
Hemingway went to. 

‘Daffodil’ is another of those local 
publications in English a little off 
color, which is being read. 

Ernest Hemingway guest at An« 
glo-American press club lunch. 

Edith Wharton finishing her new 
novel in chateau near here. 

Regina Jais voted best publicity 
seeking American author to have 
hit Paris in many a day. 

New book about secret life of 
Lord Northcliffe being hawked 
around. 

Sam Putnum’s review of George 
Davis’ ‘The Opening of a Door,’ in 
the ‘Sun’ of recent date, put most of 
Montparnasse on its ears. 

Literary colony near Toulin com- 
prises Ford Maddox Ford, Jean Coce 
teau, George Davis, Allen Ross Mace 
Dougall and Alice (Dick) Turpin. 

Wambly Bald’s column for the 
‘Boulevardier,’ on the left bankers, 
voted better than any similar col- 
umn here. 

Walt Whitman now being carried 

around by half of the. so-sos after 
Ludwig Lewisohn’s hot article in 
‘This Quarter.’ 
Garret Graham over to write 
‘Whitey in Europe,’ and to have his 
appendix removed at American Hos- 
pital, 

Bert Kospeth, of the Chi ‘Trib,’ 
not at all bashful about his mon- 
ocle now. 


Harp- 





Going Places 


(Continued from page 49) 
ing, accompanied by a short jacket 
of matching velvet. A costume well 
adapted to Miss Granese’s figure, 
attaining distinction by its refusal 
to clutter its good lines with orna- 
ment, 

The Spanish Carnival turns out to 
be a stage show that began life at 
the Capitol a few weeks ago. A 
few weeks is all that’s necessary 
to make white net wilt dejectedly. 
Organdy gets discouraged in that 
period. Only velvet seems strong 
enough to stand the gaff of ener- 
getic dancing four times a day, 
The girls’ ruffled velvet rhumba 
skirts are almost as lovely as ever, 
swooping gracefully around them 


as they execute sturdy torso writh- 
ing. The toe dancer’s cerise velvet 
train, attached to a daring founda- 
tion of skin colored net with its 


low neckline outlined with black jet 
beads ending in a jet cross, is still 
a mighty wicked costume. The rest 
of the clothes have become tired. 
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MUSIC—NITE CLUBS 


Tuesday, September 29, 193} 








Inside Stuff—Music 


Famous Music burned at the American Society of Composers, Authors 


& Publishers for suits which the A. 8. 


C. A. P. started against three 


Pittsburgh cabarets in the name of Famous Music. 
American Society is suing these cabarets for copyright infringement 
on the ground that they are not licensed by the A. S. C. A. P. for per- 


forming copyright music. 


Each of the suits names a Famous song as 


the copyright tune infringed by use without license. 
Famous declares that this hag walloped it on the chin in Pittsburgh, 
for all of the cabarets are against it and will not play its songs. Famous 


wrote the A. S. C. A, 


P. wanting to know why some of the suits did not 


carry the names of other publishers but was restricted to Famous solely. 


Division Over Ownership 


Coast hears that the songwriter-publisher wrangling will 


wind up 


with a better understanding for both, although the proposition of vesting 
the copyright in the authors is not sympathetically regarded, even by 


the songwriters in Hollywood. 


Already 


there seems to be a division 


among the writers in New York on this, with Kern, Gershwin, Romberg, 
Henderson, Donaldson, Kahn, Brown and such songsmiths not keen on 


controlling their own copyrights. 


Specific contractual provision for foreign and other rights are favor- 


ably regarded. 


Also the proposition of making the publisher render 


royalty statements quarterly and not semi-annually, with supplementary 


60-day delays for ‘accounting,’ 
concerned, 


is regarded as a bright idea for all 


Play on Naughty Discs 
Foreign disc fans are going for the risque recordings of French and 
German music hall tunes that are full of innuendos and quaint sugges- 


tions but require fairly good knowledge of the language to catch. 


Plat- 


ters are increasing in popularity in this country. 
Though the English lyric of I’ Kiss Your Hand, Madame’ was very 


romantic, 


in the German it was considered quite naughty, 


Another 


favorite with American importers is ‘My Little Brown Guitar.’ 





SONGWRITERS RATIFY 
MIN. BASIC CONTRACT 


First general meeting of the 
Songwriters’ Protective Association 
was held Friday night (25) at the 
Friars’ Club, New York, for a resume 
of the by-laws of the S. P. A. and 
the mimimum basic contract. Over 


175 attended the meeting. 
At the meeting it was disclosed 
that the mechanical rights hereto- 


_ fore assigned to the publisher by 


the songwriters, will hereafter be 
assigned to the S. P. A. This move 
is included in the by-laws of the 
association and means that the 
M. P. P. A. cannot arrange for a 
contract with either ERPI or RCA 
without support of the S. P. A, 

Included in the by-laws also is a 
rule assigning all radio, television, 
and all other rights not assigned 
to the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors & Publishers, to the 
8. P. A. Current use of the word 
radio in the by-laws means the 
rights for recording copyright mu- 
sic for radio discs, which the M. P. 
P. A. is arranging for publishers 
only. 

Entire uniform basic agreement 
of the songwriters was not read at 
the meeting, but Arthur Garfield 
Hays, attorney for the S. P. A., 
asked the members whether they 
wanted a uniform basic agreement 
for publishers. Members’ were 
unanimously in favor of the basic 
agreement. 

It is claimed that S. P. A. now 
has over 330 members, comprising 
90% of the songwriting strength of 
the profession. 

Meeting between the S. P. A. and 
publishers set for last week, was 
again delayed. 


Crosby at Par, $2,500 


Bing Crosby is tentatively booked 
through CBS Artists’ Bureau to 
open at the Paramount, New York, 
Oct. 30. 

Par will pay $2,500 per week, 
with options reported to run for 
about 12 weeks. 








Decides to Be Thrifty, 
Casino Cuts Couvert 


Morton Downey’s§ arrangement 
with the Central Park Casino, where 
he opened for six weeks starting 
Sept. 22 guarantees the CBS singer 
$2,000 per week against $1.50 of 
each couvert. 

For Downey’s appearance at the 
Casino, that swanky spot lowered 
its couvert tariff from $5 a plate 
to $3, with Downey getting half of 
each couvert. 

Casino’s couvert on Sundays is 
$2 per plate, of which Downey 
takes $1. 





Roth With D-C-E 
Nemo Roth started with the or- 
chestra and radio department of 
Davis, Coots & Engel yesterday 
(Monday). 


Roth was last with Red Star. 





$15,000 for Show Aboard 
Tooth Pastes’ Boat 


Chicago, Sept. 28. 

William Morris agency, NBC Ar- 
tists’ Bureau, RKO club department 
and Music Corp. of America were 
reported to have split nearly $15,- 
000 for talent booked for a private 
show Thursday (24) aboard Ken- 
neth G. Smith’s yacht, ‘Kenkora.’ 
He’s the Pepsodent tooth paste 
president. 

Trixie Friganza m. c’d for a show 
comprising Sophie Tucker, Benny 
Meroff’s band, Joe Termini, Paul 
Whiteman’s King’s Jesters, Lee 
Sims, Ilomay Bailey, Irene Taylor, 
Laura Hunt Jackson, and _ the 
Three Flashes. 

Sol Guerinello, Ralph Seabury 
and Deno and Rochelle are also on 
the bill of six acts booked by 
Charles Eddy of RKO’s new club 
department. 

Party was a chill due to the 
weather. A lake storm forced the 
yacht to remain at anchor. Guests 
stayed for the show only as dancing 
was impossible on the choppy water. 


MILDRED BAILEY’S SALARY 


Starts at $300 Weekly with White- 
man Band 





Chicago, Sept. 28. 

Mildred Bailey has straightened 
out her salary differences with Paul 
Whiteman. She returns to the band 
with a two-year guarantee of $300 
a week for the first year, and $50 
more the second. 

Miss Bailey, a singer with the 
Whiteman band, balked at continu- 
ing at $150 and asked for $750. Last 
week she booked herself into the 
Miralgo cafe here and worked two 
nights as a legal move to force a 
settlement. 

NBC, in return for her sustaining 
air work, which brings only a nomi- 
nal sum, has promised Miss Bailey 
a couple of commercials to boost 
her income to around $500. With 
the Whiteman band she’s at the 
Edgewater Beach hotel nightly and 
on three NBC programs a week. 


Feist and D. C. & E. 
Back to 19c Oct. 1 


Feist and Davis, Coots & Engel, 
both of Radio Music, the first pub- 
lishers to reduce prices on popular 
music to 16c, revert to the old price 
Oct. 1. It will be a 3c. lift, as pop- 
ular catolog will sell for 19c whole- 
sale. 

Feist and Davis were the pioneers 
in the cut-price movement. About 
nine months ago both inaugurated 
a 14c introductory price on pop mu- 
sic for the first 30 days, and 16c 
thereafter. Shortly after, the intro- 
ductory price was eliminated. 








PIANIST AS VOCALIST 

Jack Miller, pianist for Kate 
Smith at the Palace and for her 
radio broadcasts, is branching out 
as a solo vocalist. Miller tonight 
(Tuesday) begins a series of thrice 
weekly CBS periods, 15 minutes 
each, 

Miller has intermittently done 
songs on morning WABC broad- 
casts. He will continue as Miss 
Smith's pianist. 





VICTOR 15-MIN. DISCS 


First Record Out Oct. 15—Sym- 
phony,’ then ‘Band Wagon’ 


Victor’s first 15-minute record, to 
be released around Oct. 17, will be 
a complete version of Beethoven's 
‘Fifth Symphony.’ Second 15-min- 


uter will be the first pop release 
with the score of ‘Band Wago~’ 
played by Leo Reisman’s orch, ‘Sym- 
phony’ will be given by Leopold 
Stokowski and the Philly Symphony. 


New disc will sell on a price rang: 
from $1.75 to $4.50, with the Sto- 
kowski record selling at the high. 
Record measures from 10 to 12 
inches in circumference. Longer run 
gotten through slower revolutions 
and closer needle tracks. 


On the old style it took four two- 
sided discs to give the same sym- 
phony completely now coming in 
one double slab. Style music will 
determine the different prices to go. 


‘Band Wagon’ score will be com- 
plete. Fred and Adele Astaire and 
the Revelers are supplying vocaliz- 
ing. 

Co. doesn’t know what its policy 
will be on release. This will be set- 
tled after sales for the new style are 
tabulated. 


Special Booking List 
For R-M Rep on Floor 


Music Publishers were up in arms 
some time back when a desk was 
arranged for Solly Cohen, of Radio 
Music, on the floor of the RKO 
vaude booking exchange. At this 
time the publishers stated it was 
an unfair advantage over them, due 
to the access Cohen has to all the 
data and information regarding 
RKO acts and bookings. 


It now comes to light that Cohen 
is supplied a weekly list of all acts 
booked, by whom booked, the act’s 
agent and the town and date of ap- 
pearance. This complete list is sup- 
plied Cohen by the RKO contract 
department. It is complete in every 
detail making Cohen’s efforts in 
trying for vaude acts music plugs 
most easy. 

This is an advantage readily 
recognizable by every publisher 
along tin pan alley. The rank and 
file must wait for the published 
route lists in ‘Variety.’ Cohen gets 
his perfect list a few days ahead 
of publication. Besides this, Cohen 
is presented with a neat type- 
written special report that is easily 
checked for his purposes. 

Letters sent to acts from this list 
gives Radio Music a two to three- 
day start on the rest of the music 
publishers. 
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Gerald Barry’s Rest 
Chicago, Sept. 28. 

Because of overwork on his new 
job as headman of NBC’s local 
band division, Gerald Barry suffer- 
ed a nervous breakdown last week 
and got a month’s leave of absence 
to recuperate, 


Barry took over the assignment 
the first week in July, but at the 
same time retained his connection 
as one of the four partners of Ken- 
neway, Inc. 
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Flint in Boston 


Utica, N. Y., Sept. 28. 
Clarence Flint, long band leader 
for the Stanley and Olympic here, 
is the new musical director at the 
Keith-Albee, Boston. 


CLUB PLAZA 


(NEW YORK) 
New York, Sept. 25. 
Club Plaza, 2nd avenue night spot 


for the lower East Side, opened 
Thursday (24) with a no-cover, din- 
ner-supper show policy. 

Lou Dolgoff as m. c. heads a floor 
show staged by Bunny Weldon. It 
includes Nellie Durkin, Peggy Do- 
lan, Franklin and Volmer Sisters. 
Two bands, Eddie Ashman’s and 
Don Carlos’ marimba. 

Show is typically Weldon, nicely 
costumed, with chorus work by the 
girls the best part. Dolgoff carries 
the show along well. Nellie Durkin, 
song shouter, was particularly liked 
by opening night crowd, which 
seemed to care for her style of de- 
livery. 

Girl numbers much snake-hips 
routine, with closing one of those 
scanty costume things, ending with 
nude. Music is fair, mostly hot 
variety. Club is good spot and 
should do well through parties and 
lower East Siders out for hot time. 

Sol Birn, radio chain store owner. 
operator of club, which seats 450. 
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Disc Reviews 


By Bob Landry 





Chicago, Sept. 25. 
Race Records 

To the question ‘Who buys race 
records?’ the present answer is al- 
most nobody. Those lowdown dit- 
ties are gathering mildew on 
shelves. Harlem is broke. When 
they do purchase phonograph discs, 
their racial loyalty and personal 
taste still speaks. Mostly the race 
records are acquired as community 
property by a group about to toss a 
party and chipping in for musical 
background, 

Double entendre so primitive can- 
not be ignored in the politer parlors, 
so the race records are for the more 
ribald gatherings. White folks in 
the South are understood to fancy 
such indigo classics as ‘Empty Bed 
Blues’ wherein Bessie Smith (Co- 
lumbia 14312) recites the Rabelaisan 
virtues of her departed lover who 
was a deep sea diver. This moan- 
ful sonnet would be great for the 
right bunch, an unforgivable affront 
in other society. 

Oro Alexander (Columbia 14607) 
is composer-dispenser of ‘You've 
Got to Save That Thing’ and ‘I’m 
Going to Have It Now.’ Some of 
the dirt contained therein is not un- 
spaded because the singer is so 
vibratingly raucous vocally that the 
lyrics get lost. This applies also to 
so well known an artist as Ethel 
Waters, who sells on the non-race 
lists as well. Miss Waters often 
sounds like a mush-mcuth. 

Another Bessie Smith (Columbia 
14527) includes a memorandum of 
disgust from a hot mama to the 
overstayed gent who is ‘in a good 
man’s way.’ This invitation to 
scram is entitled ‘Worn Out Papa 
Blues.’ Its mate is dubbed ‘Blue 
Spirit Blues.’ 

75-Cent Fiddling 

Vocalion, Brunswick subsid, spe- 
cializes on the folk tunes of the 
Cumberland and other ridges. A 
fiddle, and they never mean violin, 
combined with an active guitar, 
scrape and twang out the lively 
rurals. 

Stripling Brothers, whose billing 
is sprinkled lavishly through the 
Vocalion catalog, offer ‘Railroad 
Bum’ and ‘Weeping Willow.’ Off- 
hand these would be tagged by the 
average non-hillbilly as musty, stale 
and bovine. 

There’s more inherent melody and 
swing to ‘Wild Horse’ and ‘Patty on 
the Turnpike’ as rendered by Kess- 
inger Brothers. These dance cries 
have a certain capacity for stirring 
the imagination and tickling the 


tootsies. 
3-for-$1 


Before now the suspicion has been 
born, and articulated, that the de- 


spised and belittled 35-centers often 
are far better buys than their 
snooty big brothers. A batch of 
dance records from the waxworks 
of Harmony, Columbia-owned, Dears 
eo a 
oy eating, Jerr Fenw 

Chester Leighton, Jack Whitecn? 
Phil Hughes, Frank Auburn, who, 
ever they may be, and if they are 
real persons and not disguises, cer. 
tainly turned out some dandy items 
for dancing. 

Not the least wholesome fact in 
the 3-for-$1 disc is a tendency, ab. 
sent in the costlier cuttings, to con. 
fine the couplings to recognized 
hits. Fewer clucks and turks ap-« 
pear to get waxed on the probable 
theory that those who buy the 
cheaper discs are actually harder to 
please than the umpchays that go 
for the 75-centers, usually so dis- 
appointing when brought home. 

Thus Keating plays ‘Wrap Your 
Troubles in Dreams’ with ‘I Wanna 
Sing About You’; Fenwyck has 
‘Makin’ Faces at the Man in the 
Moon’ and ‘Just One More Chance’; 
Leighton combines ‘Now You're in 
My Arms’ and ‘Star Dust.’ These 
are all melodies of established pop-« 
ularity and intrinsic worth. 


Gilbert and Sullivan 

From England in six 10-inchers 
(2517-2522) Columbia brings an ale 
most-complete score of ‘The Mie 
kado,’ best known and most endure 
ing of the Gilbert and Sullivan 
operas. Hardly two Savoyards agree 
on any given rendition of ‘The Mi- 
kado.’ Invariably they have the 
memory of some performance or in- 
terpretation that most closely fits 
their particular notion of how it 
should be. All others are heterodox 
and presumptuous. 

Appleton Moore and Robert Carr, 
both blessed with fine, resonantly 
masculine voices, stand forth in bold 
prominence. Theirs are the true 
Gilbert and Sullivanish dictions. 
With them every syllable of the 
complicated but precious lyrics is 
bell-clear. 

Dan Jones on the first disc sang 
‘Wandering Minstrel’ in utter dis- 
dain of the words, a tendency still 
pronounced later when dueting with 
Alice Lilley. 

‘Three Little Maids from School’ 
was handled by Miss Lilley, Joan 
Cross and Nellie Walker. It was 
not a major accomplishment. In 
general the masculine end far ex- 
celled the feminine. Joseph Batten 
directed the entire series. 

At a net retail price of $4.50 for 
the bunch this is a musical buy that 
should find a ready market. Espe- 
cially hot in view of the Gilbert and 
Sullivan revivals now on the road. 





LOEW’S BAND CHANGES 


Sidney Making Them—Around New 
York City Mostly 


Loew vaude theatre orchestras 
are being reorganized since Louis 
K. Sidney took charge of the music 
department. The old pit bands are 
gradually being replaced by the 
more up-to-date combinations in- 
cluding in many instances, younger 
men. 


Although it was announced by 
Loew at the time of Sidney taking 
over the department no changes 
would be made in the various or- 
chestras around New York, changes 
have been going on. Lightly in 
some houses and drastic in others. 
The entire orchestra at Loew’s Or- 
pheum on East 86th street was 
changed. 





Barrett’s Back at Onondaga 

Hughie Barrett’s orchestra went 
back into the Onondaga Hotel, Sy- 
racuse, Saturday (26) for an indef 
engagement, 


Hughie’s boys were there last 
year for a long run. 





1575 Outlets 


Song Hit Guild’s 10c sheet music, 
which the American News started 
distributing to the newsstands last 
week, was placed on 1,575 stands in 
Greater New York alone, 


HERE AND THERE 


Music Sales Corp. will open four 
new counters on the Coast in the 
next two months. Spots are in 
Seattle, Pasadena, Glendale and 
Bakersfield. Art Schwartz of Wit- 
marks goes north next week to be 
at the Seattle opening. 





Lombardo’s Wires 
Guy Lombardo’s band opens for 
the season at the Hotel Roosevelt, 
New York, Oct. 2. 
Lombardo will receive two CRS 
sustaining wires from the _ hotel. 
besides his commercial periods. 


FILM'S THEME SONG 
GOING UNPUBLISHED 


Looks as though the plug song 
in Eddie Cantor’s film ‘Palmy 
Days,’ titled ‘There’s Nothing Too 
Good for My Baby,’ will not be pube 
lished, 


After Feist threatened Robbins 
with suit, claiming melody in- 
infringement on their song ‘Guilty,’ 
Robbins stopped payment on the 
check for $5,000 which they had 
paid the writers as an advance. 
Robbins turned the song back to 
Samuel Goldwyn, with the sheet 
music plates ete. Song is now 
in Goldwyn’s possession. 

Feist doesn’t want to take the 
song now as it is so similar to its 
‘Guilty,’ which is Feist’s current 
plug song. No other publisher will 
be permitted to accept the tune as 
it is an alleged infringement on 
the Feist song. 

Therefore looks like the theme of 
the Cantor film will go unpublished. 

Feist won’t take any action 
against Goldwyn for the use of the 
tune in the picture and is willing 
to let the song ride as long as it 
isn't published. 





Cincy Padlock Survivors 


Cincinnati, Sept. 28. 
The recent padlocking of Castle 
Farm and Fuller’s Garden, subur- 
ban cafes, leaves the Gibson and 


Netherland Plaza hotels as the only 
night clubs here. John L. Horgan, 
manager of the Sinton, is leaving 
his Chatterbox dansant idle. 

The Gibson opened its Florentine 
Room last week, transfering the 
Lpermanent band from the chilled 
roof garden where patronage was 
good during the summer. . 

The Netherland Plaza opens its 
Pavilion Caprice Wednesday night 
(30) with Waring’s Pennsylvanians. 
For the curtain raiser the tariff 18 
$5 per person, including couvert 





supper and favors. 











ers 


Mie 
ure 
yan 
ree 
Mi- 
the 
in- 
fits 

it 
lox 


arr, 
itly 
old 
rue 
ns. 
the 

is 


ange 
lis- 
still 
vith 


ool’ 
oan 
was 

In 
ex- 
tten 


for 
that 
jpe- 
and 
d. 


ne of 
shed. 
ction 
f the 
illing 
as it 


jors 
28. 
‘astle 
ibur- 
and 
only 


rgan, 
aving 


ntine 
, the 
hilled 

was 


1s its 
night 
nians. 
riff is 
u yert. 





| 








arn 


rete September 








MORE MONEY FROM RADIO 


29, 1931 














MUSICAL PICS’ 
NOVELTY HUNT 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 

Return of music in pictures is 
bringing attempts to _ introduce 
tunes and entertainment in a novel 
manner, with practically all of the 
studios giving fresh angles on mu- 
sicals preference. over the old 
methods. 

At Paramount, new ideas of Ralph 
Rainger, who is also writing the 
music, will be incorporated in ‘Ship 
Shape,’ story of a round-the-world 
cruise aboard a floating college, 

De Sylva’s Melodies 

George ‘Buddy’ De Sylva is also 
wandering off the beaten track at 
Fox with his original ‘Heartfree,’ 
which has been in preparation for 
some time, with no starting date 
set.. Essentially a. lyric writer, De 
Sylva is also doing the notes for the 
*‘Heartfree’ songs. 

All the studios are lending willing 
ears to unusual ways of introduc- 
ing song and dance in their product, 
and in the main are requiring logi- 
cal introductions for all music cues. 

Indications are that there will be 
plenty vocal ensembles and large 
singing choruses in the tunefilms, 
with ‘Delicious’ at Fox and ‘A 
Woman Surrenders’ at RKO-Pathe 
leading the way. 

Dancing is another matter, with 
few calls for gam girls anticipated, 
although dance directors will be 
cafled in to handle action where it 
is in time to music. 


SPLIT MAY COME IN 
RADIO MUSIC FIRM 


Radio Music, the NBC subsidiary 
co-joining Feist’s and Fisher’s, mu- 
sic publishers, may dissolve itself. 
That is the unconfirmed report 
about. 

A similar report about Radio Mu- 
sic has been simmering along for 
weeks. Now it is said to have 
reached a decision, What that de- 
cision may be is not disclosed, if 
yet reached. 

Feist’s is the former publisher de- 
siring its freedom, from the story. 
As one of the Radio Corporation’s 
many subsidiaries interested in or 
around the show business, RCA is 
said not to be so hot over Radio 
Music or its accomplishments since 
organized. Its dip into the red is re- 
Ported plenty. 

How the dissolution will be ar- 
rived at is not known. 
count no money involved since no 
money it is said was concerned in 
the original merger, under which 
Radio Music became a fact. 


Stan Murphy’s Widow 
After Song Royalties 


A royalty fight looms on the the- 
atrical horizon with the filing of a 
suit by the widow of Stan Murphy, 
£0ng writer dead i0 years. The wife 
States Remick’s has paid no roy- 
alties on her husband’s songs from 
1920 to 1930, 

The widow alleges Remick’s sent 
her royalty checks for the last 
quarter of 1930 and no others. She 
has placed the claim in the hands 
ef Attorney Abner J. Rubien, 1450 
Broadway. 

Murphy, 
‘Dina’ and 








among other hits, wrote 
‘On the Five-fifteen.’ 


Buma Battle Over 


The Hague, Sept. 18. 
For nearly a year a bitter fight 
has been fought between the Dutch 
musical-copyright bureau, 3uma, 
and the managements of the prin- 


a 





cipal orchestras in Holland over 
musical copyright fees. But the 
parties have come to an under- 


Standing and the fight will end by 
arbitration. 

Arbiters have been appointed and 
hoth parties have promised to abide 
by the decision. The orchestras 
pending the ruling of the arbiters 
Will put the Puma-repertoire on 
their programs agaip 


From ac-’ 


+ 
Drummer Decorated 


Paris, Sept. 19. 
Dean of the Paris pit orches- 
tra musicians, Joseph Baffers, 
honored by the government 
with a national order of the 
Legion. d’Honneur. 
He joined the Opera Comique 
in 1876 and is a drummer. 


WB Asks Theatre 
Employees to Help 
Fight Sheet Racket 


Warner Bros. 











will enlist the aid 
of its theatre personnel throughout 
the country to combat the bootleg 
song sheet racket. Warner home 
office will notify all employees of its 
theatres to collect as much evidence 


as possible against song sheet vend- 
ors in their respective territories. 

This is to be turned over to the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors & Publishers for prosecu- 
tion. Warner employees will not 
prosecute or make charges against 
the peddlers on their own behaif, 
but will do it through the A, S. C. 
A. P., although Warner employees, 
if necessary, will appear in court as 
witnesses. 

This week the Warner house or- 
gan, ‘Carry On,’ will include an ar- 
ticle enlisting the aid of all em- 
ployees, on the front page. Warner 
is taking the move because the the- 
atre group is most heavily inter- 
ested and invested in the music 
publishing, operating Harms, Rem- 
icks, Witmarks and subsidiaries of 
these companies. It feels that the 
peddling of these bootleg lyrics is 
costing the music industry heavy 
money annually by curtailing the 
sale of sheet music, and since its 
firms compose a good portion of the 
industry, its loss is more than other 
firms. 


Picture Song Revival 
Starts Coast Activity 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 


Fastest campaign on a song ever 
started by Witmark emanates from 
local office with coast plugging on 
‘Pagan Moon,’ Dubin-Burke tune 
written about six months ago. 
Buddy Morris, head of Witmarks 
and out here to spot numbers in 
Warner pictures, heard the ditty 
at the studio and ordered profes- 
sional copies and vocal arrange- 
ments made here. Number will be 
started west by Art Schwartz and 
material shipped east for a swift 
campaign there. 

First Witmark song interpolated 
is ‘Waiting For a Call Frem You,’ 
going in-the next Dorothy Mackaill 
picture. Morris, together with Al 
Dubin and Joe Burke, goes east in 
a week. 


English Disc Price Cut 


London, Sept. 19. 
Big developments in the disk 
field are indicated here as a result 
of a sales drive by Electrical and 
Musical Industries, the $30,000,000 
combine which controls the Gramo- 











phone Company and Columbia: two 
largest units in the market. 
A large-scale drive will be started 


by price cuttings on all disks, both 
here and abroad. Point of the merg- 
er means both Columbia and the 
Gramophone Company will price- 
cut in competition to each other, 
keeping their sales sides individual. 


SIMMONS’ 


RHUMBAS 


Paris, Sept. 19. 
Simmons has two new 
for the new Mis- 


Morse 
rhumba numbers 
tinguett revue. 

Popular wiggle, although done 
here in colored joints for years, has 


just taken hold of Parisian hips. 





New numbers called “Les Trois 
Coups” and “A Una Rosa” bought 
| by J. TT. Wood, representing 
ikrancis Day, Ltd., in London. 
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‘ISCUSSED WIT 
TWO OPINIONS 


Music Publishers Paying 
More for Their Music 
Than Radio—Music Back- 
bone of Both Businesses— 
Radio’s Income Last Yr. 
$45,000,000— This Yr. 
Probably $60,000,000 


PUBS IN BAD WAY 


Members of the American Society 
of Publishers, Composers and Au- 
thors are reported having privately 
conferred over assessing Radio for a 
much higher royalty when the pres- 
ent contracts covering that point 
terminate. Opinion is reported di- 
vided. 

A majority of the publishers is 


said to favor an increase, while 


some of the song writers take the 
position no advance should be asked 
in these times. 


There seems to be no concrete 
argument against an increased roy- 
alty for music from Radio except 
the business condition. Publishers 
offset that easily by stating that 
Radio grossed $45,000,000 in ether 
advertising last year, an increase 
over 1929, and the indications are 
the commercial radio advertisers 
will pay a $60,000,000 total this 
year, 


Currently, the Society’s income is 
around $800,000 a year from Radio 
sources. On the basis of last year’s 
radio income, that was less than 
2% of the Radio’s entire gross. Pub- 
lishers state they are paying song 
writers a royalty of 3c. a sheet on 
music sold at 18¢c. wholesale, that 
music costing the publishers to se- 
cure from the writers 16%%. With 
the publishers making the additional 
argument that the music for which 
they must pay the writers royalty 
of 16%% is the same music that 
also is the foundatjon of Radio and 
which costs Radio but 2%. 


Radio’s biggest stars are users of 
music, whether singers or orches- 
tras. Through the music and its 
popularity on the Radio which has 
killed off the former high sales of 
popular sheet music until music 
publishers are in a bad business 
way, Radio charges its own made 
rates for air advertising. Publish- 
ers state Radio has but to select 
the music after the music publisher 
has done all of the missionary work 
to bring out the song. 


Nothing Set 


Just what percentage of royalty 
the publishers believe their music is 
worth to Radio isn’t named. Nor 
is the new style of collection if a 
new contract is entered into. Some 
favor the royalty per song per time 
employed on the air, despite the ap- 
parent inconvenience of checking up 
almost 800 radio stations in this 
country daily. 

In 1930 NBC did a gross advertis- 
ing business of $26,000,000; CBS did 
around $9,000,000, with the 700 or 
more independent stations in the 
same year conservatively estimated 
at $10,000,000. The main increases 
in grosses for 1931 are anticipated 
from NBC and CBS, the two largest 
networks. Amongst the independent 
are some sizable local chains like 
the Yankee of New England. Hun- 
dreds of the independent stations 
have worked up an income through 
local advertisers and _ circulation 
sufficient at least to maintain those 
stations. 

Publishers are continuing their 
talks over the radio situation, but 
for action the American Society 
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must move as a body. In that 


j}event it would require a two-thirds 
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On and Off 


Los Angeles, Sept. 28. 
Studio messengers mostly 
have show biz ambitions and 
the bunch at Warner-FN 


poured plenty of envy on one 
kid who showed up with a let- 
ter of introduction to Gus Arn- 
heim, playing for the Marilyn 
Miller picture. 

Kid wanted his warble test- 
ed, so Arnheim gave him a try- 
out at Cocoanut Grove. Un- 
fortunate part of it was the 
youngster’s selection for try- 
out. He did a mammy number 
in the Jolson style, and the 
laugh chased him out. 


Second Phoney Band 
Booking in Houston 


Strands 10 L. A. Men 


Los Angeles, Sept. 28. 

Charged with hiring 10 young lo- 
cal musicians on promise that they 
were going to play six months at 
the Rice hotel in Houston and 
barnstorming them on the way, only 
t-. decamp with the proceeds before 
they reached their destination, Rob- 
ert Brice, whose real name is said to 
be Martin Jacobs, was arrested in 
Las Cruces, N. M., and held for the 
California labor commissioner. 














Said to have represented himself 
as an agent for M. C. A, and hold- 
ing the music contract at the Rice, 
Brice. approached the George Mar- 
vin orchestra, playing at the Hut, 
Hermosa, and persuaded the men to 
give up that engagement on prom- 
ise of $55 weekly per man and $30 
more for the leader. Had with him 

n 8S. C. Butler, hired as manager. 


Busy for Nothing 


With Brice and Butler the band 
left here by auto for Texas. All 
along the road, where they played 
hotels, ball parks and skating rinks, 
Brice pocketed the receipts, saying 
that he had to send them to the 
booker in Houston. At Del Rio he 
left before the band boys, telling 
them to meet him at the Rice in 
Houston. When they arrived there, 
no Brice, no contract and no money 
made its appearance. 

Willing 

Brice, very poor drummer, led the 
band with a baton, billing it as 
Robert Brice’s Hollywood Colle- 
gians, Brunswick recording band. In 
no way connected with Ken How- 
ell’s Hollywood Collegians and 
Taft Schreiber, MCA’s coast rep., 
never heard of Brice. 


This is the second coast band to 
be nicked by deals involving Hous- 
ton, first being Jack Tenny’s or- 
chestra, which went down for Paul 
Rabinowitz of the S. O. S. (South- 
ern Orchestra Service) in July and 
returned, after meager dates and 
stranding, claiming misrepresenta- 
tion. 





Harms Closes L. A. 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 

Harms closed its coast offices 
here Saturday (26), with Artie Mel- 
linger, rep, also out. Art Schwartz, 
Witmark man here, takes. over 
Harms representation also. 

George Wagener, pub. and writer, 
who was with Freed-Powers, will 
open up again solo, issuing eastern 
songwriters’ product. 





Hank Halstead at Granada 


Chicago, Sept. 28. 

Hank Halstead combo, hailing 
from the westcoast and totally un- 
known in these parts, followed Guy 
Lombardo in the Cafe Granada yes- 
terday (27). Lombardos had slipped 
in for a gratis week as a gesture of 
appreciation for past favors and to 
help get the night spot started. for 
the season, 

Bobby Meeker pulls 
Sherman's College Inn Wednesday 
(30) to make room for the Ben 
sernie entry and ten days later 
opens at the Fonteneile, Omaha. 


out of the 





Bernie Cummins has been named 
for the Congress’ main dining room, 
with the band’s arrival set for Sat- 


urday (fix 


LAST WITMARK 
LEAVING FIRM 


— 


Isadore Witmark leaves the firm 
of that name this month. His con- 
tract 
will not be renewed. 

Witmark’s was originally founded 
in 1885 by Julius, Isadore and Frank 
Witmark,. Jay, 
joined the firm shortly 
formed. Previous to that, the Wit- 
mark brothers operated a music 
printing shop, called Witmark Bros., 
which they gave up when they en- 
tered the publishing business. 

Although the firm was called M, 
Witmark & Sons, Marcus, their 
father, was never active in the busi- 
ness. He was taken in by the four 
Witmark brothers when the firm 
was started as all four were young- 
sters and felt they needed someone 
responsible connected with them. 

A number of years ago Frank re- 
tired, leaving the other three’ broth- 
ers to carry on. 

Sold for $900,000 

Three years ago Warner bought 
Witmark’s, the first publisher to be 
taken over by a picture company. 
Warner paid the brothers $900,000 
in cash for the firm. 

Jay, after leaving Warners last 
year, was placed in charge of Fox’s 
Red Star Music Company. About 
two months ago Fox sold Red Star 
to Sam Fox Music, and declared 
Jay’s contract, which had nine more 
months to run at $650 weekly, to be 
void, Jay is now suing for breach 
of contract. 

None of the Witmarks, with the 
exception of Isadore, is currently 
affiliated with the music business, 


‘HARVEST MOON’ AMONG 
SIX BEST SONG SELLERS 


The 21-year-old song, “Shine On 
Harvest Moon,” revived this season 
by Ruth Etting in ‘Follies,” has 
already sold 100,000 copies. It is 
currently listed among the six best 
sellers, 

Song was written by Nora Bayes 
and Jack Norworth, who are still 
the copyright owners. Royalties due 
Miss Bayes, deceased, are heing 
paid to her estate. The estate has 
so far been paid $1,500 in sheet 
music royalties alone from the sales, 

“Shine On Harvest Moon” was 
selected by Gene Buck and Ruth Et- 
ting for the latter to use in “Fole 
lies.” It remains exactly as pub- 
lished by Remick’s 21 years ago, ex- 
cept for the arrangement slightly 
retouched. 


White Without Rights 
To ‘Scandals’ Music 


Reported that George White sent 
out letters of warning to all radio 
stations notifying them that the 
music score of ‘Scandals’ is re- 
stricted from use on the air. 

DeSylva, Brown & MHenderson, 
when hearing of this is said to have 
placed the matter before the Amer- 
ican Society. The Society notified 


with Warners expires and 


the other brother, 
after it was 








radio stations that White is not 
empowered to restrict the songs 
from the air and that only the 


Society or the firm could do this. 

White has no rights in the use 
of the music of the show since he 
holds no contract with the pub- 
lishers. 





Waldorf Postponement 


Looks like Joe Moss will direct 





the dance band at the new Wal- 
dorf-Astoria Hotel at Park avenue 
and 49th street, New York. It will 
be a Meyer Davis outfit. Reported 
the hotel management figured the 
Davis end also on the popular mu- 
sic orchestra from the social angle 
Moss has been playing for the 
debs’ biggest dances for five years, 
Hotel’s opening will occur Oct. 1. 
With the dectsion, Davis will 
have all orchestras in the hotel, 
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WENR, Chicago 


What David Sarnoff, as the fore- 


most figure in the radio industry, 
had to say about the development 
of broadcasting and its future must 
have 
tant. 
signment Monday (21) night of of- 


been interesting and impor- 
To him had fallen the as- 


ficialy opening the annual radio- 
electrical world's fair in Madison 
Square Garden, New York. As far 
as the listeners who had diaied in 


on his talk were concerned, he might 


as well: have passed out copies of 
his welcoming speech to the press 
associations and let it go at that. 
For somebody or bodies in the NBC 
organization in New York had 
pulled a boner that made a fizzle 
of the broadcast almost from start 
to finish. The RCA president talked 
for 15 minutes, but only during the 
first two or three minutes were his 
words clear and _ distinguishable 
pver this station. 

Same broadcast was scheduled to 
carry a symphonic number by a 
studio combo. Obviously the mike 
in the orchestra's studio had been 
left open. Consequently almost all 
of the Sarnoff speech was drowned 
out by constant tuning up of the 
instruments, divers oral clowning 
by the musicians, frequent out- 
®mreaks of laughter, tenors putting 
their pipes through gargling ex- 
ercises and a commingled hubbub 
ef cue rehearsing and line testing. 

Only portion of the Sarnoff ad- 
dress brought through without in- 
terference had to do with a tribute 
to Faraday and Henry, the physi- 
cists who pioneered the field of 
electro-induction, 


DR. ARTHUR TORRENCE 
Jungle Explorer 
fustaining 

WJZ, New York 

Air of late has had a pretty good 
vverage of narratives by Arctic and 
African explorers. Adventures of 
men among the tropics where their 
lives run the gamut of hairbreadth 
escapes always interest the intrepid 
youth of the land and they perhaps 
more than any other type of lis- 
teners are probably the readiest au- 
dience for jungle stories like Dr. 
Torrence tells. 

Dr. Torrence in reading his radio 
talk gave evidence of 
dressed it up a bit by using some 
effusive adjectives to make the land 
of water holes more attractive to 
the dialers. The doctor is up-to- 
date apparently through his use of 
the airplane and motor in getting 
to the trackless jungles. 

Interesting enough for those who 
like wild animal stuff. Mark. 





——— 








SoOivemslime Hea 


NEW 






Introduces 
SIX SONG HITS 
TO RETAIL AT 10c 


“Fate Introduced 
Me to You” 


“Blue, I’m Feeling That 
Way Over You” 


“Natacha” 
“Honolulu Moonlight” 
“T’ll Stand By” 

“I Can’t Get Away 
from You” 


SONG HIT GUILD 


Inc. 
11 W. 42d St., New York City 
Racks Loaned — Dealers Inquire 


Art McKay Orchestrations Now 
Ready 


having: 


WEAF, New York 

Jos Cook, making one of his infre- 
quent appearances on the air as 
guest star of Fleischmann with 
Rudy Vallee, brings to the mike his 
familiar ‘Four Hawaiians’ routine. 
Not as funny on the air as in person. 
Still, for radio it’s a different type 
of comedy. patter plus the Cook 
manner of delivery. Cook is amus- 
ing enough and far more humorous 
than the average would-be ether 
punster. 

Comedian was used three times 
during this hour broadcast, spotted 
at 15 minute intervals. Graham 
McNamee, announcer, built up each 
of Cook’s insertions gabbing a bit 
about the comic’s refusal to do his 
Four Hawaiians. Opening included 
the standardized ‘How's your uncle?’ 
bit. 

Cook warmed as he went along. 
His final effort, baseball as it was 
in the old days, including a comedy 
poem, registered as his best. This 
item is also standard with Cook. 








‘MA BROWN’S PATCH QUILT 
Irma Phillips 

COMMERCIAL 

WGN, Chicago 

Unless they catch the opening an- 
nouncement, the ‘Tribune’ outlet’s 
steady a.m. customers are likely to 
confuse the voice identity of Ma 
Brown of the ‘Patch Quilt’ with that 
of the Ma Mahoney in ‘Painted 
Dreams,’ a sustaining program spot- 
ted an hour later. Both charac- 
ters are played and authored by 
Irma Phillips of the station's reg- 
ular staff, and both unreel the same 
line of witless, pointless pseudo- 
philosophical chatter. On the tab 
for the ‘Patch Quilt’s’ twice weekly 
release is the Squire Dindee Com- 
pany, distributor of Ma Brown's 
Preserves. 

An unbilled ingenue serves as the 
Ma Brown feeder, with the young- 
ster’s questions framed to inspire 
the older femme’s supposed gems of 
worldly wisdom. Program caught 
(15) has them descanting on the 
subject of chivalry. The Ma Brown 
point of view is that men have for- 
gotten what chivalry means. 
Organ accompanies the dialogue 
and tosses off a couple of inter- 
ludes of its own. Only accountable 
reason for the organ obbligato is 
the station’s realization of the Ma 
Brown script’s intrinsic ineptitude. 


ANTOINETTE HALSTEAD 

Songs 

Sustaining 

WGY, Schenectady 

Singer featured with G. E. local 
orchestra on half-hour evening 
progranme once weekly in interests 
of a particular branch of company’s 
Schenectady plant. Contralto with 
church and concert training. Has a 
clear and fairly powerful voice, with 
a good upper register. Radio tech- 
nique okay, there being no blast- 
ing. 

Main fault is with type of selec- 
tions. They are virtually all in that 
slow tempo which Edgar Carver, 
director of the orchestra, stresses. 
Arias, standard numbers, and songs 
with a religious tint, are sung. Too 
quiet, too sombre and sometimes 
too long to hold average listener for 
30 minutes. 

Briefer bits, selections of lighter 
type, and occasional pops would 
give program wider appeal. 


ANNETTE KLING 
Talk 


a 
COMMERCIAL 
WGN, Chicago 

A chatterer on femme problems 
with a comparatively fresh and 
trenchant point of view, Annette 
Kling, with no previous ether servi- 
tude, looms up as a likely favorite 
with the a.m. listeners of her sex 
locally. What she has to say packs 
much pabulum for thought, and is 
delivered in a punchy, straight- 
from-the-shoulder style, free of the 
usual diction affectations and pon- 
tifical air. 

Fact she sticks closely to her 
topic and avoids ringing in, without 
revelance, mention of her paycheck 
signer’s line, D. S. Komiss, dress 
and coat retailers, also impresses. 


GIOVANNI STROMBINI 
Cellist 
Sustaining 
WGY, Schenectady 
Strombini gives a 10-minute af- 
ternoon program over WGY twice 








weekly. Plays classical numbers for 





the most part, and does them well. 
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Due to limited range, etce., the 
cello is not a great solo instrument, 
except in the hands of a virtuoso. 

Strombini’s programs are of the 
quiet, restful sort; probably have 
the greatest appeal to real music 
lovers. 

Sympathetic accompaniment for 
cellist furnished by Johnny Fink, of 
studio staff. 


ANTHONY TRINI 
Orchestra 
K#HJ, Los Angeles 

Quite a kick to get the Green- 
wich Village Inn orchestra 3,000 
miles away in another village. An- 
thony Trini is the purveyor, dishing 
up the same brand of smooth, soft 
dance music which always dis- 
tinguished this Sheridan square inn 
in New York. ° 








Local outlet KHJ (Don Lee’s sta- 


WABC, New York 


Walter Winchell is being paid by 
the manufacturers of Geradine, 
which changes straight hair to a 
natural wave and all that sort of 
thing, to reel off the kind of gossip 
he dishes in his newspaper column. 
By way of enlivening his period he 
introduces guest artists. The pro- 
gram caught had Cab Calloway and 
his Cotton Club orchestra. 

Winchell, as he did when formerly 
on the air, relies on the same brief 
flashes of gossip he types for the 
papers. It’s the type the old wom- 
en used to exchange over the back- 
yard fences. Gone are the fences, 
but replacing them are the radio 
and Winchell. 

Looked as though Winchell was 
squaring himself with Rudy Vallee 
for the pot shots of other days; said 
he had given a fine performance in 
White's ‘Scandals’; had ease and 
stage talent, and that even his se- 
verest friend and critic joined in his 
praise. 

Walter injects a bit of comedy 
into his wisecracks about stage and 
sereen celebs, yet still appears to 
take his broadcasting pretty seri- 
ously, even to giving it a sort of 
stagey emphasis. 

Gossip is gossip here, there and 
everywhere and the women no doubt 
eat it up. Walter’s being used as a 
plug for a femme product, 80 the 
men can go hang themselves. Mark, 


KLAUBER and STODDARD 
Songs 
KHJ, Los Angeles 

Marcy Klauber and Harry Stod- 
dard have a new twist on the am- 
ateur songwriting proposition, us- 
ing the radio for exploitation and 
that as a ballyhoo for amateur song- 
smiths to get their stuff on the air. 

Klauber was with a novelty quar- 
tet around the New York nite clubs 
and Stoddard formerly headed his 
own orchestra. Coming here with 
the songwriters’ gold rush they've 
gone native and are doing business 
as the Songwriters’ Service at a 
Hollywood boulevard address. 

They have a pretty good outlet 
in KHJ, the local CBS spoke (Don 
Lee station), and seemingly are 
eager to preserve their good stand- 
ing. Hence, their stuff isn’t blatant 
or raw in its ballyhoo. 

In between their pianologing of 
unpublished songs, Klauber, in nice 
address and not bad diction, avers 
that it’s a matter of dressing up 
old ideas and old rhythms in new 
clothes; that pop songs are intrin- 
sically the same thing over and over. 

Klauber does the spieling and 
vocalizing, Stoddard at the ivories. 
A femme singer intersperses infre- 
quently. 

They sing nothing but the un- 
published numbers from the catalogs 
of their Songwriters’ Service clients. 
Some aren’t bad; others quite am- 
ateur. Klauber and Stoddard pre- 
sumably select the best for their 
ether programs, with an eye to their 
clients as well, since the songwriter 
gets a plug by name, They’re usu- 
ally solo names indicating that, like 
most amateurs, they wrote the ‘song 
poems,’ with Stoddard probably set- 
ting the tunes. 

To their credit, Klauber and Stod- 
dard keep their hour free of an- 
noysome plugging and pick the 
songs with as much care as the 
quality permits. The boys top it 
off with a plug for one of their own, 
a natural temptation which they 
couldn't resist. Abel. 





CAPT. HAWKENSON 
Talks 

Sustaining 

WGY, Schenectady 


Officer in charge of recruiting 
hereabouts in series of talks on ‘Our 
Army.’ Ten-minute affairs, once 
weekly, during early afternoon. 

Talks intended to make radio 
public better acquainted with army, 
its component parts, administration, 
history, etc. Some of them are syn- 
chronized with developments cur- 
rently reported in the press. 

Addresses should be of special 
interest to military-minded, and 
teachers, school children, latter on 
account of historical and govern- 
mental angles. Shifting of time to 
supper hour might be advisable, to 
catch the youngsters. 


Talks carefully prepared. Are 
read. Captain Hawkenson has a 
heavy. though clear, voice, with 


breath control not always perfect. 


PETER and LULU BELLE 
Music and Talk 

Sustaining 

KHJ, Los Angeles 


Former standard vaude team, 
Knox and Inman, have turned to 
the air with a black strip. As man 
and woman combination, they don't 
have to stand comparison with 
Amos 'n’ Andy. 

Chatter is snappy and in con- 
tinuity. Knox opens and closes 
with a piano solo which gets away 
from the straight talk. Both have 
good Negro dialects but don’t go in 
for mispronunciation. It’s just the 
small talk of a colored boy and his 
gal on their nights out. Choice of 
their material and gags for their 
first two broadcasts above par and 
team is beyond the average of radio 
talent hereabouts. 


On the air three times weekly, 





tion) via the CBS chain. Abel. 


for Firestone Tires. Cail. 


COMMERCIAL — 
WENR, Chicago 

Here’s an attempt to transpose 
‘The Front Page’ theme to the ether. 
Adaptation in this instance is done 
by patently immature and index- 
terous writing hands. If this series, 
kankrolled by the Wilson LGrothers 
naberdashery chain, elicits a sus- 
tained dial interest, it will be solely 
due to the high pitch of excitement 
and glamor projected by the acting. 
Impression carried away with the 
tuneoff on the premier episode (21) 
was that a flock of good acting had 
been wasted on a script that had 
neither an _ interesting, plausible 
story to tell nor a forthright slant 
on the newsgathering craft to re- 
veal. 

Serial’s enactment is confined to 
two players, Bob White and. Jack 
Daly, with the former in the role 
of Flash, a tyro reporter, and the 
latter as Mack, a newshound who is 
supposed to have been every place 
and seen everything. Mack serves 
as mentor and bottle nurse to the 
younger lad. No manoeuvers to 
outwit each other on scoops be- 
tween these lads. The older of the 
pair gets a tip on a murder, and 
he therewith puts Flash, who is on 
the opposition paper, under his arm 
and transports him to the scene of 
the killing. There the big-hearted 
Mack quickly solves the mystery, 
imparts the facts to Flash and lets 
the youngster call his sheet with 
the details first, so that the latter 
can get back the job he had been 
fired from that morning, - Clearly 
a case of sweetness and light per- 
vading two Rollo boys brought up 
in the edifying atmosphere of a 
police headquarters pressroom. 

It’s a surefire laugh for the news 
muges on the inside. But if it 
clicks at all it'll be because pro- 
duction is in the hands of a couple 
of capable mike mummers. ‘Head- 
lines’ gets a once weekly late eve- 
ning release. Commercial is figur- 
ing on extending it to the NBC 
chain if it takes with the WENR 
listeners. 


ART KAHN ORCHESTRA 
Vila Lago Cafe 
Sustaining 

WMAQ, Chicago 

Spotted in between a nightly jam- 
boree of dance music over this sta- 
tion Art Kahn’s bid for particular 
attention lies in his piano fingers. 
Coming over through the Vila Lago 
cafe the band doesn’t get much of a 
chance to prove its. versatility, 
through necessity of pleasing the 
hotcha dance customers. 

Since last reviewed from New 
York, Kahn has assembled an 11- 
piece combination that is pleasantly 
arranged for etherized consumption. 
Kahn’s piano tempo is naturally the 
outstanding item, and how that boy 
can slide! Vocal sections in the 
band, split up in solo, duets and 
trios, breaks in quietly and effec- 
tively. 

Brought in several times around 
the midnight hour at 15-minute in- 
tervals the band does not become 
tedious, which is a point in its favor. 

Span, 





BROOKS’ ‘$22.50 HOUR’ 
Orchestra, Songs 
COMMERCIAL 

KHJ, L. A. 

Title of this Sunday night hour 
is the tipoff. Brooks handles a line 
of $22.50 suits, and you must listen 
to praise of the swell fits before any 
music is heard. When it comes it’s 
a disjointed affair, haphazardly ar- 
ranged. 

Talent is an unannounced orches- 
tra; Elvia Allman, blues singer, and 
Chet Allen, vocalist with the orces- 
tra. Work of the soloists is un- 
eventful. To*help things along, the 
company gives three suits weekly 
to winners of a limerick contest. 

Nothing in this program to help 
sell clothing except announcement 
of the price. Call. 


— ae SS? 
DAVID SARNOFF JOE COOK WALTER WINCHELL HEADLINES MR. BONES and Co, 
Address With Rudy Vallee Gossip With Bob White, Jack Daley Minstrel 
Sustaining COMMERCIAL COMMERCIAL Serial Skit Sustaining 


yee sage York 
ovelty for the air. Pa 
along regulation minstrel ieee cae 
end men, interlocutor, cake walls 
a and spirituals, 

cript writer did a worth 
of work. Numbers are nicely a 
and spotted. Atmosphere from start 
a spells minstrel, 

ut four different t 

warblers used. One is Henry Shope 
tenor, who delivered ‘Wilda Irish 
Rose’ with a strong Irish tenor, 
Another is Jimy Dandy, who uses a 
colored dialect and put over a hot 
torch song with high pitched pipes, 
Paul Dumont sang novelty number, 
A baritone, name not caught, was 
also spotted for an old-fashioned 
ballad. It was later harmonized by 
a group of male voices. Dixie Har- 
monizers sounding like duo finished 
with an old tune. 

Harold Sanford’s orchestra ig 
spotted intermittently for some 
straight musical numbers. 

Entertaining throughout. 





CBS’ NEW TOP 


Only & Open Hours This Week 
Between 1 and 11 p. m. 

CBS will have the least amount 
of open time, or non-advertising 
periods, on the evening hours this 
week. Chain has but five hours 
open between 1 and 11 p. m. on the 
week. This is the smallest number 
the network has ever had. 

The CBS objective is a shrinkage 
of sustaining periods to three hours 





and 45 minutes of open time for any . 


week. New commercials coming on 
shortly will assume an hour and 
15 minutes of the current non- 
advertising periods. 





Iowa U. Televising 
Chicago, Sept. 28. 

First of the educational institu. 
tions on the way to installing a tel- 
evision brodcasting set is the State 
University of Iowa located in Iowa 
City. Contract for the equipment 
has been signatured and only ree 
maining is the final stamp of ap- 
proval on a construction permit by 
the Federal Radio Commission. 

University’s radio hookup is 
WSUI, a 500-watter. 





Engagements 


Gene Austin, on the Linit broade 
cast, CBS, Oct. 12-14-16. 

Gary Cooper, originally scheduled 
to broadcast tonight (Tuesday) as 
Walter Winchell’s guest star on the 
Geradine period, CBS, will be re- 
placed by Irene Bordoni. 

Norma Terris will be guest star 
for Walter Winchell, on CBS, 
Oct. 6. 

Runkel begins 13 once-a-week 
periods on CBS Sept. 30. Talent for 
the programs will be Ida Bailey 
Allen, Vivian Hose and Lillian 
Rosedale. 

Hallie Stiles, Lew White and 
Phil Spitalny’s orchestra engaged 
for the broadcast of the American 
Gas Association convention, NBC, 
to be held in Atlantic City, Oct. 14 

‘Hunk’ Anderson, successor to 
Knute Rockne as coach of Notre 
Dame football team, will be inter- 
viewed by Grantland Rice Oct. 14 
on NBC. 

Booked as guest artists for 
Fleischmann, NBC; Borah Mine- 
vitch and Gang, Oct. 8; Irene Bore 
doni, Oct. 22 and Frances Williams, 
Oct. 29. 

Guest artists booked for Nestle, 
NEC; Ruth Etting, Oct. 9; George 
Jessel, Oct. 16 and Harry Richman, 
Oct. 30. 











— 





LEADING ORCHESTRAS DIRECTOR 








| BILL HOGAN | 


and his 


BILTMORE ORCHESTRA 


BILTMORE HOTEL 
Los Angeles 











|GEORGIE STOLL | 


and HIS ORCHESTRA 





Roosevelt Hotel Roof 


Hollywood 





Cream Co.’s Deal 
Pompeian Cream has contracted 
for 13 broadcasts with CBS with 
options for 52 times. Will have 15 


minutes each Monday. 
Contract starts Oct. 5 with a mu- 





sical program. 





| ABE LYMAN | 


and HIS ORCHESTRA 








Brunswick fecords 


| TED LEWIS | 


Exclusive Columbia Recording Artist 


WM. MORRIS AGENCY 


Personal Representative 
H. HAROLD GUMM 
1540 Broadway. New York 


| GEORGE OLSEN | 


AND HIS MUSIC 


LAKESIDE BALLROOM, DENVER 
to Be Followed by 


FOREST CLUB, NEW ORLEANS 
Direction: MUSIC CORP. OF AM. 
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Find Religious Hour 
Needs Quality ‘Names’ 
To Hold Up Interest 


With the addition of WFBR of 
Paltimore, the number of gtations 
proadeasting the Catholic Hour 
over the NBC’s red network on the 
Sunday ‘supper’ period is now 48. 
Complete coverage of the country 
js claimed for the program, sta- 
tions in the hook-up being located 
in 25 states. Hour sponsored by 
National Council of Catholic Men. 

Although the Catholic Hour has 
been on the air at the same time 
each Sunday night for almost two 
years, has been widely publicized 
in the Catholic as well as in the 
secular press, and the _ various 
speakers have all been authorities 
on the subjects which they discus- 
sed, it has been discovered that lis- 
tener-interest rises in this re- 
ligious broadcast and falls with the 
type of talker and his ability to 
click over the ether, just as is the 
ease with artists on a commercial 
program. 

The definite slump in interest last 
spring and summer upon the part 





of the Catholic and non-Catholic 
public ‘catching’ the broadcast— 
which was the subject of frank 


comment in the Catholic press—led 
to a decision of the N. C. C..M. to 
bring back ‘The Big Three,’ trio of 
priests who, by common consent, 
had appealed to the largest number 
of listeners. 

Accordingly, the Rey. John A. 
McClorey, S. J., of the University 
of Detroit, returned sometime ago 
for the first of a new series of talks. 
He will conclude his broadcasts on 
Oct. 11. Following him will be the 
Rev. James M. Gillis, C. S. P., editor 
of ‘The Catholic World,’ who will 
deliver ten addresses. Father Gillis 
will wind up his discourses on Dec. 
20. 





WGN’S DANCE BAND LEAD 


Weems, Burtnett, 

Kassel Listed 
Chicago, Sept. 28. 

Battle for band hookup between 
the local outlets, upon the advent 
of the fall season, finds WGN, 
‘Tribune’ mouthpiece, for the sec- 
ond successive year leading the list. 
From WIBO last week it snatched 
away Art Kassel, who opens Sept. 
30 at the Bismarck, giving it a total 
of five dance bands to release night- 
ly during the fall and winter. 

In addition to Kassel, the ‘Trib’ 
station will have Wayne King at 
the Aragon; Ted Weems, Trianon; 
Earl Burnett, at the Blackhawk 
cafe, and the band filling the Drake 
hotel Campus Gardens assignment. 
Latter is an automatic alliance, the 
WGN studios being quartered atop 
that hotel. 

WBBM’s chief source of nightly 
dance band entertainment the cur- 
rent season will be furnished by 
Ben Bernie at the Sherman and Irv- 
ing Aaronson at the Winter Gar- 
den, Sam’ Hare's new night spot. 





Has King, and 





Silvernail’s Dept. Out 


NBS’s special research depart- 
ment, which Frank Silvernail con- 
ducted, has been eliminated. Per- 
sonnel of this department, with the 
exception of Silvernail, have been 
transferred to NBC's general re- 
Search department of which Paul 
Peters is head. 

_Silvernail remains in charge of 
NBC's merchandising department, 
but hereafter will have to conduct 
all merchandizing surveys through 
the general research dept. Previ- 
Ously all merchandizing surveys 
were laade through Silvernail’s spe- 
Clal research dept. 


ALICE BRADY SERIES 


Scott’s Emulsion begins over 29 

Stations bi-weekly Oct. 4. 
Broadcasts will be called ‘Romances 
of the Sea,’ and will be dramatiza- 
‘ons of marine with Alice 
erady, 
ers f 


( 


Stories 


John 
Mis 


Anthony will be 
Brady and cast of 15 will sup- 


opposite 


port. 

Orchestra of 25 men aiso booked 
With Charles Previn as leader. Lat- 
ter was formerly contductor for the 
Camel NBC periods. 


legit star, heading the play- | 





ONLY ONE NBC JOB 


No Doubling from Office to Air 
and Vice Versa 








NBC has placed a ban against 
any employes doubling between 
their job with appearances on NBC 
programs. A few NBCities who 
were doubling decided it was better 
to stick on the NEC payroll as an 
cmploye rather than artist. 

Phil Carlin, of NBC’s program de- 
partment, doubling as an announcer, 
has forsaken all announcing duties 


3. 


Program Ads for 
N. Y. Dailies Start 
With 30 on Oct. 1 


Co. 
starts placing display radio adver- 
tisements in all the metropolitan 


dailies Oct. 1. Firm will start by 
handling 30 radio advertisers. These 
are to be run in a column or col- 
umns next to the regular radio pro- 
gram listings. 

Company was formed shortly aft- 
er the dailies determined to cut all 
commercial listings in radio pro- 
grams. Outfit claims it is author- 
ized by the 14 metropolitan news- 
papers to take these ads, and that 
the 30 ads for the dailies from the 
radio commercials will be placed in 
all 14 newspapers. 

Advertisers in these radio col- 
umns are charged $9.53 per line 
daily by the Newspaper Radio Pro- 
gram Company for insertion in all 
14 dailies. 

Rate on Sunday for all 
papers is $6.03 per line. 





Newspaper Radio Program 


Federal Radio Report 


Washington, Sept. 28. 
Hearing is set for the investiga- 
tion of the transfer of WBSO li- 
cense, now owned by Babson’s Sta- 
tistical Ass’n, Needham, Mass., by 


the Federal Radio Commission, 
which says the concern buying is 
not qualified to perform public ser- 
vice. Also on the carpet is WCHI, 
People’s Pulpit Ass’n of Chicago, 
charged with past operation of the 
station not in the public interest. 

Licenses revoked are W9AJD, 
Ashland, Neb., amateur licensee 
who knowingly and wilfully entered 
pro channels, and W4AJ, Adel, Ga., 
for entering broadcasting phono- 
graph music in pro channels. 


Television 


Visual broadcasting licenses 
granted to Don Lee, Los Angeles; 
W2XR, Radio Pictures, Long Is- 
land City; and W9XD, Milwaukee, 
Wis. Applications for television l- 
censes received from Universal 
Broadcasting Corp., Kearney, N. J.; 
Sanabria Televisio Corp., portable; 
Arthur Leibscher, Philadelphia; and 


W9XG, Purdue University, West 
Lafayette, Ind. 

License transfers: KLO, Perry 
Building Co., Ogden, Utah, to In- 
terstate Broadcasting Corp., re- 
quested; KGEL, Raton, N. M., from 
W. K. Whitmore to KGEL, Inc., 


granted; WAIU, Columbus, O., from 

Amer. Uns. Union to Associated 

Radiocasting Corp.; KSEI, Poca- 

tello, Idaho, from KSEI Broadcast- 

ing Ass’n to Radio Service Corp. 
Continuing 


Renewals: WHN, Marcus Loew 
Booking Agency, New York City; 
WLBW, Radio-Wire Program Corp., 
Oil City, Pa.; WGWW, Fox Film 
Corp., Beverly Hills, Calif. 

Increase in power: WPAW. Paw- 
tucket, R. I.; KTSA, San Antonio, 
Tex.; WJZ, New York City, from 30 
to 50 kw.; WABC-WBOQ, New 
York City, to 50 kw. 

New station applications received: 
R. E. Willson, Thurman Parrett 
and Henry L. Taylor as Capitol 
Broadcasting Co., Austin, Tex., for 
100 watter; Boston ‘Herald-Trav- 
eller’ Corp., Boston, for 100 watter. 

Police shortwave set construction 
permits asked for by KGPO, Tulsa, 
Oklahoma; WBA, Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, Harrisburg: WPDN, 
Auburn, N. Y.; City and County of 


Denver, Colo.; Bakersfield, Calif.; 
KGEW, Fort Morgan, Colo. VPolice 
license renewals by WPDU, Pitts- 


burgh, Pa.; Charlotte, N. C.; and 
Dallas, Texas. 
NBC Names 
Al Jolson and Joe Cook are 
booked for N.B.cC. 
Zuth Etting and Doe Rockwell 





are already on that network. 


Sunday 


MEYER AS SOCIAL CONTACT 


preau. 

CBS intended trying with its ar- 
tists for private parties of the elite | 
ever since the Meyer Davis NPC 





Try to Explain 





Chicago, Sept. 28. 
Advertisers are notoriously 
sensitive about anything in 
their radio programs that 
might be deemed as kidding 
the product. That’s one of the 


things radio has to worry 
about, along with the pecu- 
liarities of individual business 
men, 

Two radio comedians en- 


gaged by a canned goods com- 
pany decided to name the cow 
used as part of the trade mark 
of their sponsor. After much 
clowning they announced over 
the air .hat they had 
the animal ‘Flossie.’ 

It happened that the presi- 
dent of the company had a 
daughter named ‘Flossie. And 
then it commenced. 


Tibbett Is Willing 
To Try % Air Series 
For Patent Medicine 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 

Patent medicine company is ang- 
ling for Laurence Tibbett to go ona 
local station on a contingent reply 
basis, with the singer reported will- 
ing if his current picture and con- 
cert contracts do not interfere. 

If the deal is put over it means 
that singer will be paid $1 per letter 
received from the adv pulls accom- 
panying his air concerts. Being 
shown figures on similar contingent 
propositions recently on the air, 
Tibbett is said to be hot for it, as 
it's estimated he could make an 
easy $10,000 a week by the plan. 


Fight Audience Test 


‘ Article, a throat wash, which Tib- 
bett previously endorsed in news- 
paper advs, sells for $1.50 a bottle. 
Example of how air patrons go for 
this type of contingent advertising 
is seen in a recent patent medicine 
plug. Advertiser picked a fight 
broadeast audience for his tester, 
figuring his rheumatism cure would 
#0 with this crowd. Medicine sold 
for $10 a crack. On one broadcast 
advertiser got more than 500 letters, 
selling 20% of all inquirers. 

Tentative program is for six 15- 
minute concerts a week for as long 
as Tibbett will keep it up. 


named 














HOUSEWIFE PROGRAMS 
Chi 





NBC Starting 3 New Ones— 
One a Test 





Chicago, Sept. 28. 


Marshall Field’s wholesale divi- 
sion has charted four 15-minute 
periods over NBC for the test cam- 
paign. Dates are Oct. 22, 23, 29 
and 30 with each an a. m. spotting. 

To entice listener attention for a 
plug on windew curtains, the com- 
mercial has retained Irma Phillips 
for a series of philosophical dis- 
courses on the simple life to the 
accompaniment of a violin and 
organ. Program will be carried over 
the basie blue and northwest units. 

Bissell Carpet Sweeper takes to 
the same network Oct. 12 for 13 
weeks of mornings programs, a stu- 
dio organist and warbler furnishing 
the entertainment. 

Through NBC’s local sales office 
the Hamilton Beach Manufactur- 
ing Co. has cut itself in for 20 min- 
utes of the Women’s Maguzine of 
the Air hour carried on the Pacific 
link, starting Oct. 20. 

Shubert Off KOIL 
Council Bluffs, Ia., Sept. 28. 

Hal Shubert, director of radio 
station, KOIL, the past year, has 
resigned to return to theatrical and 
radio work in a new field. Shubert 
was formerly of an ‘Abie’s Irish 
Rose’ road company. 

John M. Henry, former managing 
of the Council Bluffs’ ‘Non- 
pareil,’ and for the past few months 
associated with KOIL as editor, is 
Shubert’s successor. 


editor 





John Meyer with CBS to contact 
ciety for talent needed for swank | 
He will work under Ralph 
Wonders, head of CBS Artists’ Bu- 


‘ 


affairs. 











hookup for the Hotel Waldorf wa: 
announced, 


| iu ns’ periods, 





WEAF DAYLIGHT HOURS | 


Bo!lstering—WJZ O. K. Through 


talent on that network during the 
daytime hours. This week will see 
10 new programs supplant old ones 
on WEAF. 
NBC has reached the conclusion 
its program supervisors and the 
cream of its talent have been con- 
centrating on night time programs, 


with the daytime hours suffering. 
During the past few months, it is 
reported in NBC circles, the day- 
time broadcasts have been consid- 


erably lacking. 

WJZ (NBC) network doesn’t need 
daylight for bolstering. 
It receives about 50% of its broae- 
casts from the Chi NBC office, 
where the programs have been kept 
up to par. 


Hildebrand Refuses to 
Sing Old Songs—Cancels 


Fred Hildebrand turned back his 


broadcasts 


ago 


He cancelled, informing the com- 
mercial the type of songs wanted 
didn't suit his voice. 


K. C. Columnist Goes on 
Air with Bridge Family 


Kansas City, Sept. 28. 

‘Ace’ amusement editor and col- 
umnist for the ‘Journal-Post’ is on 
a 17-week leave of absence to broad- 
east his ‘Easy Aces’ from WGN, 
Chicago. 

He has been doing act, with his 
wife ‘Jane,’ and another couple, 
over KMBC for a year and is now 
under contract with the Lavoris 
Chemical Co. to present the sketch 
three times weekly from Chicago, 
starting Oct. 4. 

The act is the playing of a game 
of bridge, burlesqued, with ‘Jane’ 
doing a dumb Dora. 

The contract is a trial but will 
be extended if idea goes over, 


3 Bakers for 39 Wks 


Fleichmann’s new program on the 
air Oct. 4, called Three Bakers, 

Headed by Ray Perkins as m ce 
with Smiling Billy Arzt and orch 
on WEAF for 39 weeks. 


TOOTHPASTE AND SEDITION 
Chicago, Sept. 28, 

Dr. Strasska’s Toothpaste re- 
sumes on WBBM, Oct. 2, for a daily 
program over a period of 13 weeks. 
with W. H. H. Rajput, described as 
a former member of the British Se- 
cret Service, brought on from the 
west coast to beguile the listeners. 
Rajput hails from India. 

Commercial has Charley Hamp 
as its local ether entertaining rep 
until the warbler walked out this 
summer as the result of a dispute 
over personal appearances, 


BARRED KTNT SELLING 


Chicago, Sept. 28. 


Norman Baker, Muscatine, Ia., 
broadcaster, who was padlocked 


from the air for plugging his can- 
cer hospital, has asked the FA@leral 
Radio Commission to let him sell 
the barred outlet KTNT, to the 
publishers of the ‘Midwest Free 
Press,’ a daily in the same town. 

Request made in the form 
an application for a voluntary 


assignment of license, 


wae 
Was 


of 


Radio Columnist’s Four 
is me Phillips, New York 
cclumnist, will he on four 
CBS, 





‘Sun 


Robert 


Monday 
Burns 


fo). 


broadcasts once week): 





Meyer was formerly with MCA. 


with Guy Lombardo’s orchestra 


N. Y. Office Believes They Need | 


| NBC this 


Chicago 
Beginning this week NBC will] 
tear apart its entire WEAF network | 
schedule to spot some of its best 


starting next | 


NBC's Biggest Year, but Still 
No Profit; Spending $7,000,000 
For Studios, Etc; Unique Policy 


Chicago, Sept. 28. 
More, bigger and fancier studios, 
purchase of new stations and over- 
hauling of old ones is the setup for 
RCA’'s 


autumn, preco- 


| cious child is going on a spending 
|spree that will spread around 
$7,000,000 over the country in equip- 
ment, bric-a-brac and geegaws. 


That’s business policy and in an- 
ticipation of a net profit for 1931 
that NBC does not want to be em- 
barrassed with. Embarrassment 
because its critics and hecklers, in 
and out of Washington, would cone 


vert it to their own uses. 

But none of the money to be di- 
verted from the exchequer in the 
expansion program will reach tal- 
ent. That is not part of NBC's pol- 
icy. All the money will go on the 
books as capital assets, and there 


individuals, 
NBC’s big- 
like all the others, 
no profit. 


will be no bonuses for 
This is unquestionably 
gest year, but, 
there will be 
Delicate Problems 

One way to confound critics and 
dampen an anticipated congres- 
sional bombardment at the coming 
the corporation's wise 
heads have decreed, is to have that 
balance sheet reflect an ideal inter- 
pretation of the ‘public interest, ne- 
cessity and convenience’ dictum 
which broadcasters are supposed to 





session, 


25-week Dutch Masters contract 

after completing only five weeks| Serve under the radio act. And 

on the NBC commercial, due to}| that ideal interpretation spells for 

differences over material. NBC fiscally a slight profit or an 
The advertiser wanted Hilde- | even break, with the carmine figure 

brand to sing old time numbers. | even likely in the final report. 


Based on the accumulated income 
for the past eight months and the 
percentage of increase shown over 
a similar period for 1930, the NBC 
gross for the current annum, cov- 
ering time rentals alone, is expected 
to easily reach $28,000,000. It is es- 
timated another million or so will 
be derived from talent selling. 
These combined sources, figure 
radio’s auditing mob, should allow 
a conservative profit of $7,000,000. 
Last year the NBC report listed a 
gross of $22,000,000 and no profit, 
with the $1,250,000 Chicago studio 
and office plant playing an impor- 
tant part in the latter’s anticipa- 
tion. 

Gesture to A. F. of L. 


That RCA and its subsid are be- 
coming sensitive to the cry of 
‘monopoly’ and are anxious to pla- 
cate its critics wherever possible 
without losing too much in the 
yielding is disclosed in the grant 
recently made WCFL, the Chicago 
Federation of Labor outlet. For 
the past two years WCFL has been 
battling with the Federal Radio 
Commission for the right to operate 
full time on ite channel of 970 kilo- 
eycles and not be required to shut 
down at sunset Seattle time for the 
eonvenience of that city’s KJR, 
with whom it shared the wave 
length. At the same time WCFrL 
was demanding the assignment of 
a 50,000-watt clear channel for the 
exclusive use of organized labor. 

A few weeks ago NBC took over 
the Northwestern Broadcasting 
System, and station KJR was in- 
cluded in the sale. It then informed 
the commission that it was okay 
for WCFL to have unlimited time. 
With that single gesture the net- 
work stilled both WCFL’s charges 
that RCA and its operating subsid- 
iary were trying to monopolize the 
control of air channels and demand 
for a clear channel. 


Sausage Proof 
Chicago, Sept. 25. 

To impress a prospective com- 
mercial with the pulling power of 
its daily a. m. sustaining feature, 
‘Painted Dreams,’ the Tribune out- 
let, WGN, pulled the show for three 
days and put on a heavy plug so- 
liciting letters of comment from the 
listeners. Popularity test pulled 
around § 6,000 favorable 
mail, and Mickelberry Sausage, duly 
contracted to bankroll 
the for the next 13 weeks, 
starting Oct. 5. 

‘Painted Dreams,’ 
played by Irma Phillips, has been 
‘Trib’ station for almost a 
Mickelberry is its first com- 
contact 
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Englewood 


Only nine acts on parade last 
Tuesday eve, but more than enough 
for a hot night which had the agents 
and bookers parked near the fire 
doors. Rather an unusual kind of 
a bill, though. Not a girl flash or 
talking act, and only one juve en- 
tertainer. Usually there are a flock. 

After this week, there will be no 
more kid acts on showing nights. 
All the amateur talent around the 
neighborhood will get a chance in 
free-for-all Saturday mats. Idea 
has been in practise the past six 
months here, but not in a 100% 
way. Should mean a few extra 
nickels in the box office, mostly 
from relatives, friends and neigh- 
bors of the kids who appear. 


Nothing in the first four turns to 
merit much comment. Willa and 
Bert, two colored girls, romped 
around to darktown struts, but 
nothing happened. Second spot 
brought out Gene Martin, a bari- 
tone with a fog-horn vibration, 
whose selections were not quite 
apropos for vaude. Ricardos and 
Ashforth next in a perch act that 
showed nothing outstanding. Two 
girls and a man comprise this 
troupe. For modern vaude an aerial 
act must be almost sensational to 
attract attention. 


Best bet of the bunch, West, Lake 
and Hane, comedy hokesters and 
hoofers who have reunited after a 
lapse of two years. But it’s the 
same act. ‘Kitty’ West is still doing 
shrill femme impersonations for 
laugh results, while Lake and Hane 
put up a neat appearance and rattle 
off some nice steps. This act can 
play around the intermediary stands 
safely. 

El Cota, who used to pound a 
pretty good xylophone when it was 
El Cota and Burns, may not be 
playing so good now, but it’s louder 
anyway, or seems that way. After 
a quick break on his first exit El 
Cota returned for a fare-thee-well. 


Valencians, Spanish instrumental- 
ists and a girl tango dancer, were 
just too bad. Didn’t make it easier 
for Britt Wood, who followed. 
Wood, booked on a long RKO route, 
had a few days open, hence this 
date. Time and place makes no 
difference to the harmonica boy, 
who looks better than ever. He’s a 
cinch anywhere. Jos. Blank and Co. 
closed. Juggling aggregation. 

‘Hush Money’ (Fox) on the screen 
and biz not so forte. Span. 





Gregory circuit opens the remod- 
eled Majestic in Ottawa, Ill, next 
week as the Roxy. Will play week- 
end vaude booked out of the Tommy 
Sacco office. 





Wisconsin, which didn’t get its 
share of radio acts last season, is 
making up for it currently and is 
playing the greater number of mid- 
west radio acts. WLS Barn Dance 
and Little Joe Warner are making 
the big noise throughcut the state. 





Charles Peruchi in town organiz- 
ing a dramatic stock company for 











When in Chicago 
Visit These Hits 

















RKO STATE-LAKE 


“EAST OF BORNEO” 


With ROSE HOBART 
and CHAS. BICKFORD 











PLAYHOUSE Mats. Wed. & Sat. 
TAYLOR HOLMES 


IN THE JOHN GOLDEN SUCCESS 


SALT WATER 
With FISKE O'HARA 

















FOR A DAY 
OR A YEAR 


A REVELATION 
IN HOTEL LIVING 






HoT EL 


KNICKERBOCKER 


OPPOSITE THE DRAKE 


gm CHICAGO- 


Stanley Addis to open at the Bijou 
in Chattanooga, Tenn., on Oct. 12. 





Lamar theatre in Oak Park has 
postponed its attempt to break the 
town’s Sunday blue laws. 


Bad Boys West 


(Continued from page 45) 








concerns incorporating the 
pic’ title are forming daily. 
Presence on the Coast of the big- 
gest bad boys of Chicago and points 
east has been discovered by some 
of the dailies, with conclusion that 
an elaborate and ironclad organiza- 
tion of the Olympic territory is be- 
ing prepared. 

Word passed around last week 
was that the town is open already. 
Evidence of how much wetter the 
burg is already appears in the re- 
cent increase of hilarious persons 
of both sexes on the’ streets after 
midnight, and the tendency of the 
cops to offer sympathy and good 
advice instead of calling the wagon. 


‘Olym- 


Dives 


spots which have 
opened in basements and second 
floors in the older buildings are 
bright until 3 or 4 a. m., with a 
strong patronage of sailors. One 
of the hotels is doing heavy busi- 
ness in room parties, with compet- 
ing bellhops ready to furnish any- 
thing in bottles or skirts. 

Gorilla imports have the taximen, 

roving musicians, paper hustlers, 
bookies, and other all night boys 
worried. 
‘You'll be a dead man if you're 
known to have 20 bucks on you in 
another month,’ remarked .a fight 
manager in a night eat spot off 
Main street. ‘Hell, you can get a 
guy killed for $15 now,’ piped a 
hustler. 


New night 


Tapping Joints 

One gambling spot was knocked 
over by a pair of sportily dressed 
hijackers a few nights ago, one of 
the lads herding about 15 players 
into an inside room while the other 
cleaned up the tables. The two 
strolled out whistling and slipped 
off in a waiting car, while the play- 
ers swarmed out and jabbered an- 
grily for a couple of hours. They 
were playing as usual next night. 

Milder rackets directly connected 
with the Olympic Games are being 
combatted by the Better Business 
Bureau, with little to be done but 
warning the public. 


Insignia Racket 


Peddling of ornamental stamps 
and posters, many of which are 
represented as ‘official’ and as fur- 
nishing funds to support the games, 
is one big scheme. A dozen differ- 
ent varieties of poster-stamps are 
in circulation, only one of which 
benefits any Olympic activity even 
indirectly. This is the Olympiad 
Booster seal, of which 35% goes to 
the Southern California Olympic 
Competition Association, which has 
nothing to do with the games but 
is organized to send local athletes 
to the Olympic try-outs. 

Another stamp, advertised as the 
‘official Olympic poster stamp,’ is 
an authenic reproduction of the of- 
ficial poster of the 10th Olympiad 
Committee, but is a private busi- 
ness venture on the part of a litho- 
graphic company. 

Charity Spiels 

Other types of stickers, window 
displays, automobile plates and tire 
covers, and merchandise offered in 
connection with the Olympic Games, 
are legitimate only as _ souvenirs 
with many salesmen putting over 
the idea that they are to finance 


| the games or aid some charity. 


Scramble for insignia control went 
so far in one case that a private 
concern obtained a copyright on 
the emblematic design used by one 
of the official committees, and now 
is in a position to prevent the em- 
blem’s use by the committee itself. 





Hotels and business houses are 








(Louts Charninsky, 
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Newly Equipped. 


Special Rates to Suit 


You. 





‘LOUIE THE LEADER’ 
Formerly of Pantages, 
ias Purchased and Is Personally Operating 


CONTINENTAL HOTEL 


Hill Street, 


K. C.) 


Los Angeles 


Appreciate Your Patronage, 
Tell the Gang! 


being besieged by high pressure ad 
salesmen for a dozen different 
guides and souvenir books to be 
distributed in various ways when 
the Olympic visitors begin to arrive. 
So far these appear to be bona fide 
propositions, the howls to come 
later if it’s found that the distrib- 
ution is faulty. 


Various enterprises hopping on 
to the word ‘Olympic’ include a 
sporting goods house in bankruptcy, 
whose receivers changed the name, 
filled the place with miscellaneous 
stock of odds and ends, and is using 
a ‘cut-rate’ ballyhoo, 


Barbary Coast Revival 


And the well known bitter rivalry 
between L. A. and San Francisco 
will, for once, beceme co-operative 
in a joint big ballyhoo to showman- 
ize ‘Frisco with a reproduction of 
the notorious Barbary Coast in that 
town as part of the 1932 drive. 
Barbary Coast, long extinct through 
an early reform movement in S. F., 
has since become a glorified if 
shameful memory in the tenderloin 
annals of San Francisco. 


With the ‘32 Olympiad in L. A. 
and the Shrine and other conven- 
tions picking on S. F. as their con- 
vention cities the same year, Holly- 
wood directors, actors and old time 
shills will be imported to S. F. for 
the purpose of staging an authentic 
reproduction of the old Barbary 
Coast. 

Hollywood Staging 


Staging will be carried through 
as authoritatively as possible taking 
cognizance, of course, of all statutes, 
but with an objective to recreate 
the same honky-tonk color which, 
for all its drabness and primitive 
crudeness, was one of the biggest 
lures in that city. 

Section still retains the same col- 
orful flavor as do memories of the 
old joints in New Orleans, the black- 
and-tan low-down honkies in East 
St. Louis and the frontier dance- 
halls. With the Shriners convening 
in S. F. in '32, and the other hoop- 
de-do boys out to ‘make’ anything, 
the move is on to put the Barbary 
Coast on the map again as a nite 
life lure, 

As Iz 


The latin Quarter in ’Frisco now 
holds a motley group of nite joints, 
with other joy spots scattered 
through Chinatown and down to the 
wharf, while the actual B. C. is an 
abandoned sector. Intention is to 
rebuild on the B. C. locale with the 
Hollywood stagers called in for 
lights and effects. This will include 
the old style dancehall, Chinese 
games (as a gag, of course, and 
within the law) and other tid-bits 
to lend authenticity to the proceed- 
ings. 

’Frisco figures it will draw north 
the Olympiad crowds, besides the 
intra-city conventioners, and L, A. 
figures the conventioners will come 
south for a peek at the Olympics, 


LAWNDALE 


(Continued from page 54) 





was sold to stockholders as a po- 
tential light for increasing busi- 
ness and real estate values in the 
section. Chance of building up 
Yiidish patronage in this town is 
slim. For years Ellis Glickman, 
ablest leader of the movement, tried 
and eventually had to fold. Other 
than the political angle there seems 
to be no out for the Lawndale. 

Yiddish stage has been adrift for 
years. Several of its leaders have 
even triad to get out and switch to 
the English speaking rostrum and 
that also unsuccessfully. Curtail- 
ment of immigration from the other 
side has spelled doom for the Jew- 
ish theatre. Americanized Jews 
hold themselves aloof from it and 
the older gencration can’t get used 
to modern plays. Problem of pleas- 
ing two factions has been a head- 
ache to authors, actors and manag- 
ers for years and yet remains un- 
solved. 

Goldenburg made the mistake of 
onening the season with a modern 
piece. His ‘People of Today,’ a 
gangster theme, is foreign to the 
old-timers and not interesting to 
tho younger generation who go to 
picture houses. Too bad for Gold- 
enburg, who is much too good an 
actor to be wasting his time on such 
poor material as this. 

Naturally, all the characters in 
the play, even the non-Jews, speak 
in Yiddish. Goldenburg, by the same 
process, must necessarily be the 
hero. He is the gangster chief and 
model type home-loving father in a 
dual part. Retribution must follow 
in order to appease the customers. 
At no time are the elements of sur- 
prise or suspense sustained. From 
first to last the plot is obvious. 

Then there is the stage liberty 
taken here as nowhere else. One 
scene, for example, has a_ skull- 
capped Hebrew talking on the phone 
to his Rabbi and opening up with 
‘Hello, kid.’ If this were done on 
an English speaking stage there 











Would probably be a riot. Incidents 
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Harvey Hart’s stock for the Texas 
Grand at El Paso will be common- 
wealth, even on _ transportation. 
Word in the boulevard legit offices 
is that those going must furnish 
their own tickets, wheels or feet. 
Hart-Brunk troupe, playing un- 
der canvas at San _ Bernardino, 
folded Saturday night (26), but 
Glenn Brunk will reorganize and 
stick in his old spot. 





J. J. Franklin ts trying out vaude 
at his Sunbeam theatre. House is 
using four acts on week-ends. Bert 
Levey office booking. 





Continental hotel on Hill street, 
last stand of the one-time exten- 
sive Shanley-Furness theatrical ho- 
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tel chain, has been purchase 
‘Louie the Leader’ Charninsky. 

Charninsky came here from Kane« 
sas City, where he was music di- 
rector and later manager for Pan 
tages. 


d by 





5. F. Light Opera Co. opens with 
‘Maytime’ at the Geary, S. F,, Oct. 
oR 


Clifford Dempsey, out of ‘On the 
Spot’ at the Belasco with neuritis 
attack, replaced one nicht by Leslie 
Thomas, stage manager, later by 
Brady Kline. Show opened in §. F. 
Monday (28) at the Curran for two 
weeks. Following ‘Camille’ (Jane 
Cowl) at the Belasco will be ‘Silent 
ey with A. E. Anson in the 
ead. 





of this sort are not helping the Jew- 
ish theatre cause any. 

Members of the company are 
mostly standard and familiar, with 
but few exceptions. Chaim Yablo- 
koff is not fully convincing as a 
tough hombre, especially when his 
occupation seems divided between 
toting a gun and swinging a baton 
in a cafe. More typical and truer 
characterizations come from Lisa 
Silbert, Idasore Meltzer, Rosetta 
Biales, Marty Baratz, Ethel Dorf 
and Goldie Eisman. Annie Zieman, 
trying to catch the right pose of a 
cabaret singer, evokes laughs in the 
opposite direction. 

Incidental music is neatly ar- 
ranged and scored by Mortimer 
Glickman, who also conducts. Young 
Glickman knows his Yiddish melo- 
dies and where and when to spot 
them. Musical echoes were the only 
consonant notes in any otherwise 
jarring cacaphony of dialog, cred- 
ited to L. Frieman. What evidently 
was the theme song must have be- 
come very popular with the ushers 
in the house, who hum it gaily even 
while the customers are still stand- 
ing in the exits. 

Anyway, price reduction from $2 
to $1.50 top, not including a raft of 
box seats, is something the pub- 
licity department can talk about 
for a while. After that they won't 
even remember. Span, 


PRECEDENT 


Hollywood, Sept. 22. 

Dickson Mogan presents coast production 
of three-act drama in eight scenes which 
ran five months in New York. By I. J. 
yOlden. Cast includes Robert Warwick, 
Leon Waycoff, Calton King, Mary Alden, 
Frank H. LaRue, Harry Hayden, John 
Ince, Helene Hill, Maybelle Jones, Howard 
Nugent, David Callis, Edna Bennett, Tom 
Burke, David Henderson, Herman Boxer, 
Harold Nelson, Edward Philbrook, Edwin 
August, Billee Leicestr, Wilbur Rigby, 
Arthur Turner Foster and Billy Todd, At 
pe Music Box, Hollywood, Sept. 21. §2 
op. 








As both a report on out-of-the- 
ordinary talent displayed by a coast 
producer, and the highly dissimilar 
receptions accorded a frankly prop- 
agandi_tic utilization of the stage 
east and west, this notice is writ- 
ten. Dickson Morgan’s Hollywood 
effort, viewed by show people who 
had witnessed the New York pro- 
duction uptown and in the Village, 
is rated a distinct improvement in 


staging and casting over its origi- 
nal. Dealing with a bulky, unshow- 
manly piece of writing, Morgan, a 
former stage manager for the 
Wilkes Bros.’ western stock troupes, 
has established himself as easily 
equal in his line to anyone now 
active on the west coast. 

In contrast to the play’s inaus- 
picious opening in the Village is 
the Hollywood sendoff, attended by 
the collective cream of the usually 
hostile civic «ind picture world. So 
unexpected was this turnout that 
only a puny group of perennial au- 
tograph seekers was present. 
Presenting the life imprisonment 
of Tom Mooney, labor leader con- 
victed of a preparedness parade 
bombing in Frisco in 1916, as a 
lousy deal m.. 3 possible and held 
inviolable by the California legal 
system, the play is a potential hot- 
bed for the Coast. There is a bet- 
ter than average demand for or- 
chestra but complete sellouts in the 
balcony, which tips off its draw 
asi.e from the opening. There is 
probable profit here in a short run 
and almost certain money in Frisco, 
locale of the play. 

In a large cast with only minor 
weaknesses were striking perform- 
ances by Robert Warwick, featured, 


———— 


as a conniving district attorney; 
Maybelle Jones as a tart with a 
conscience, and Carlton King, whe 
played the condemned man with fine 
restraint. Warwick's performance 
should lead him back to pictures, 


In the first-night audience were 
Mrs. Tom Mooney and Fremont 
Older, the latter editor of the San 
Francisco ‘Call-Bulletin,’ which led 
the campaign for Mooney’s release, 
Older’s prototype is prominent in 
the play. As the curtain descended 
and Dickson Morgan was called for 
a speech he was interrupted by 
shouts of, ‘Get Governor Rolph to 
pardon Tom Mooney!’ 

And that’s the show's chance for 
money, Bang. 





‘Let’s Drift’ Sold 


Green and Green song, ‘Let's Drift 
Away On Dreamer’s Bay’ has been 
taken over by DeSylva. 

Song was written by Harold 
Spina. 


eee 
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Martin at Bossert 
Freddie Martin's band into thy 
Bossert hotel saturday night (26), 


Martin, formerly with Jack Albin 
band, will use CBS wire. 
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